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Christ is Risen! 
Surviving the Loss of a Loved One 

Death has been mankind’s universal enemy since the beginning of time. It ominously awaits each of us. The 
world’s most powerful man cannot prevent its coming, nor can the richest among us purchase an additional 
second of life. This is why death is often referred to as the “great equalizer;” for as the Russian proverb states, 
“The greatest Czar and the lowliest peasant are both placed in the ground using the same shovel.” 
Dealing with the death of a loved one, therefore, can be a traumatic experience. It seems so final and irreversi-
ble. The mere thought of continuing our own lives being deprived of the physical presence of a spouse, a par-
ent, a dear friend or any other loved one is often a burden too heavy for us to bear. 
Is there anything that can ease our pain, assuage grief, and alleviate sadness? The answer is a most resounding 
YES! In time of grief and sorrow brought about by death, the Church places some wonderful messages before 
us. “We would not have you ignorant, brethren, concerning those who are asleep, that you may not grieve 
as other who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, 
God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep” (I Thess. 4:13-14). If St. Paul’s words to the Thessa-
lonians are not enough to give us an optimistic view concerning death, perhaps the very words of our Lord will 
provide us with all the comfort and solace we need: “Truly, truly I say to you, he who hears My word and 
believes Him who sent Me has eternal life, He does not come to judgment, but has passed from death to 
life” (John 5:25). 
The entire basis for our Orthodox Christian Faith is that Christ rose from the grave! For as St. Paul writes to 
the Corinthians, “If Christ has not been raised from the dead, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is 
in vain” (I Cor. 15:14) He conquered death, and He promised the same victory to those who profess to be His 
followers. Somehow, knowing that our departed loved ones have passed on to a place “where there is no long-
er any pain, nor sorrow, nor sickness, but only life everlasting” should sustain us through the darkest moments 
of our pain, anguish, and grief. 
XB! 

Very Rev. Fr. John Memorich 

The More You Know 
Although not contained in the actual canon or text of the Divine Liturgy, my Father Confessor at the time, Ar-
chimandrite Alexander, taught me a prayer to say immediately following the Epiclesis – that highly mystical 
moment when the bread and wine are transubstantiated into the very Body and Blood of our Lord, and God, 
and Savior Jesus Christ by the grace of the Holy Spirit: 
“O Lord, Who revealed Yourself in the breaking of the bread to Your holy disciples on the way to Emmaus, 
reveal Yourself to us with Your Heavenly Father and Your Most Holy, Good, and Life-creating Spirit, now 
and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen!” 
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Joan Benny, Helen Gaborick  

and Patricia Patrick, labeling 

the 
St. Michael’s Annual 

Mother’s Day Banquet 
Sunday, May 14, 2017 
Woodside Event Center 

Immediately following Divine Liturgy 
Dinner Menu 

Woodside Signature Salad 
Roast Pork with Apple Honey Glaze 

Garlic Smashed Redskin Potatoes 
Green Beans with Bacon 

Cheesecake 
Children’s Menu 

Chicken Fingers and French Fries 
Adult dinner: $15.00     Children’s dinner: $6.00 

Co-chairpersons:  Sarah Mindala and Debbie Ramsay 
Tickets can be purchased after Divine Liturgy 

or by contacting Debbie Ramsay at 440-572-2468 or 
drewdebr@msn.com 

FRIDAY NIGHT BOOK CLUB 
If you are a book reader, and would like to share your 
love of books, please plan on joining us in the New 
Year. Our meetings tend to be at church on or around the third 
Friday of every other month at 7 pm. Sometimes we meet at a 
member’s house or we might go see a movie as a group. If you 
are at all interested in joining our group, please contact Matu-
shka Jani for more information or just show up on the night in-
dicated in the bulletin. Below is our schedule for 2017. 
  May 26 (date change): Destiny of the Republic  
  by Candice Millard (book change) 
  July 21: Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty  
  September 15: The Great Reckoning by Louise Penny 
  November 17: The Pink Suit by Nicole Mary Kelby  
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EMAIL ADDRESSES 
The Church office is continuing to collect email addresses for our parishioners. If you current-
ly do not receive Archangels, Bulletins or other email communication, we don’t have your 
email address. Please help us continue to keep our records current and provide us with an up-
dated email address. Send them to info@stmichaelscleveland.org. We currently have 115 pa-
rishioners who receive email communication and we THANK YOU for that, saving us on 
printing and postage!  
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QUESTION: Did Jesus eat meat or was He a vegetarian? 
ANSWER: Although many people believe, and even proclaim, that Jesus was a vegetarian, there is no foundation 
for this in Scripture. On the other hand, if you want to be hyper-technical, there is only one instance in which Jesus 
is actually even shown eating:  
“And while they still disbelieved for joy, and wondered, He said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ They 
gave Him a piece of broiled fish and some honeycomb. And He took it and ate in their presence.” (Luke 24:41-43) 
However, being both “fully God and fully man,” Jesus obviously ate meals and He is placed in such situations on 
numerous occasions with His followers (e.g. eating at Zacchaeus’ home, Lazarus’ home, the Last Supper with His 
disciples, etc) and even proclaims his physical hunger as He searches the fig tree for fruit to eat. Yet none of this 
shows evidence that He was a vegetarian. 
In all reality, Jesus probably grew up eating a strictly kosher version of a typical Mediterranean Diet. This would 
have included bread, grains, vegetables, fruit, olives, olive oil, wine, cheese, butter, eggs, honey, fish with fins, 
lamb, and possibly even beef – as a “fatted calf” was also considered kosher. It should be noted, however, that meat 
of any kind was a rarity at meals and most often reserved only for feasts and special occasions. In other words, they 
did not subscribe to a “meat and potato” diet, nor could they afford to.  
So how can we know if Jesus ate meat? Although we can not prove it per se, we can deduce this through other scrip-
tural references. The gospels specifically mention the fact that during His three-year ministry Jesus celebrated the 
annual Passover feast. In order to do this and keep that feast, participants were required to eat roasted lamb, bitter 
herbs, and unleavened bread (Exodus 12:3-4). In addition, scripture records that the entire lamb had to be eaten and 
any leftovers must be burned (Exodus 12:10). Therefore, if Jesus did not eat lamb during the Passover feast, He 
would be violating the Old Testament Law and could be accused of sin: 
“…according to all the statute of the Passover they shall keep it. But the man who is clean and is not on a journey, 
yet refrains from keeping the Passover, that person shall then be cut off from his people, because he did not offer the 
Lord’s offering at its appointed time; that man shall bear his sin.” (Numbers 9:12-13) 
So although there is no way to concretely prove that Jesus was a vegetarian, there is enough scriptural evidence to 
suggest that He did eat meat on some occasions. 

Very Rev. Fr. John Memorich 

The Catechetical Homily of St. John Chrysostom 
which is read during Matins of Great & Holy Pascha. 

If any man be devout and love God, let him enjoy this fair and radiant triumphal feast. If any man be a wise servant, 
let him rejoicing enter into the joy of his Lord. If any have labored long in fasting, let him now receive his recom-
pense. If any have wrought from the first hour, let him today receive his just reward. If any have come at the third 
hour, let him with thankfulness keep the feast. If any have arrived at the sixth hour, let him have no misgivings; be-
cause he shall in nowise be deprived thereof. If any have delayed until the ninth hour, let him draw near, fearing 
nothing. If any have tarried even until the eleventh hour, let him, also, be not alarmed at his tardiness; for the Lord, 
who is jealous of his honor, will accept the last even as the first; he gives rest unto him who comes at the eleventh 
hour, even as unto him who has wrought from the first hour. 
And he shows mercy upon the last, and cares for the first; and to the one he gives, and upon the other he bestows 
gifts. And he both accepts the deeds, and welcomes the intention, and honors the acts and praises the offering. 
Wherefore, enter you all into the joy of your Lord; and receive your reward, both the first, and likewise the second. 
You rich and poor together, hold high festival. You sober and you heedless, honor the day. Rejoice today, both you 
who have fasted and you who have disregarded the fast. The table is full-laden; feast ye all sumptuously. The calf is 
fatted; let no one go hungry away. 
Enjoy ye all the feast of faith: Receive ye all the riches of loving-kindness. Let no one bewail his poverty, for the 
universal kingdom has been revealed. Let no one weep for his iniquities, for pardon has shown forth from the grave. 
Let no one fear death, for the Savior’s death has set us free. He that was held prisoner of it has annihilated it. By de-
scending into Hell, He made Hell captive. He embittered it when it tasted of His flesh. And Isaiah, foretelling this, 
did cry: Hell, said he, was embittered, when it encountered Thee in the lower regions. It was embittered, for it was 
abolished. It was embittered, for it was mocked. It was embittered, for it was slain. It was embittered, for it was 
overthrown. It was embittered, for it was fettered in chains. It took a body, and met God face to face. It took earth, 
and encountered Heaven. It took that which was seen, and fell upon the unseen. 
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O Death, where is your sting? O Hell, where is your victory? Christ is risen, and you are overthrown. Christ is risen, 
and the demons are fallen. Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice. Christ is risen, and life reigns. Christ is risen, and 
not one dead remains in the grave. For Christ, being risen from the dead, is become the first fruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. To Him be glory and dominion unto ages of ages. Amen. 
About St. John Chrysostom: 
St. John Chrysostom ("The Golden Tongue") was born at Antioch in about the year 347 into the family of a military-
commander, spent his early years studying under the finest philosophers and rhetoricians and was ordained a dea-
con in the year 381 by the bishop of Antioch Saint Meletios.  
In 386 St. John was ordained a priest by the bishop of Antioch, Flavian. Over time, his fame as a holy preacher 
grew, and in the year 397 with the demise of Archbishop Nektarios of Constantinople – successor to Sainted Grego-
ry the Theologian – Saint John Chrysostom was summoned from Antioch to be the new Archbishop of Constantino-
ple. 
Exiled in 404 and after a long illness because of the exile, he was transferred to Pitius in Abkhazia where he re-
ceived the Holy Eucharist, and said, "Glory to God for everything!", falling asleep in the Lord on 14 September 407. 

NATURE’S REACTION TO THE CRUCIFIXION 
The four Gospel accounts of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ describe the attitudes of the people who surrounded Him 
during those agonizing hours that He hung upon the Cross. They made fun of Him, Spit on Him, jeered and shook 
their heads at Him. They mocked Him, taunted Him, watched Him, scoffed and abused Him. They sought signs as 
they tempted Him to come down from the Cross. They even gambled for His clothing. That is how we humans re-
acted to His crucifixion. 
In the Gospel accounts, we also read how nature reacted to His crucifixion. The sun was eclipsed and the day turned 
to night from 12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m. The earth quaked and rocks were split. The earth gave forth the dead who 
were even seen walking in the towns. 
Our orthodox hymns amplify on this theme and speak in behalf of mute nature. Man was hard of heart towards 
Christ, being motivated by political, social, and religious interests. Nature, mute and obedient to its Creator could 
not restrain itself. As we hear in the hymns of Great and Holy Friday and Saturday: 

“All creation was changed by fear, when it saw Thee hanging on the Cross, O Christ. The sun was darkened 
and the foundations of the earth were shaken. All things suffered with the Creator of All.” 

“The tomb was happy, for it was privileged to receive into it the Treasure of Life (Christ God), like a light 
hidden under a bushel, like a grain of wheat hidden in the ground.” 

“O Star that does not set, Thou didst disappear under ground. The sun could not bear to part with Thee and 
it darkened at noon-day. O Author of Life! When Thou settest, the sun set too.” 

“The sun and moon were darkened, for like two loyal servants, they wrapped themselves in the garments of 
mourning.” 

From these hymns, we understand more fully the inter-relationship between creation, both animate and inanimate, 
and the Creator. This history of salvation, like the history of the fall, involves not only man but all of creation. If 
mute nature witnessed to the death of Jesus, even as the men who had surrounded Him in life were scattered in all 
directions, how can we feel justified in turning a deaf ear to nature? 
Every evening the Church moves one day into the next at Vespers and we read Psalm 104, the great hymn of praise 
and thanksgiving for the world as God created it, “O Lord, how manifold are Thy works, in wisdom hast Thou made 
them all!” God created the world and made man in His own image to be the crown of creation and the caretaker of 
the world and all that is in it. Man turned from God in the beginning and nature participated in that “fall.” We are 
constantly called to return to God, but we must not forget that this return entails many aspects: turning from sin, rec-
onciliation with our brother, and, also, fulfillment of the role with respect to the rest of creation for which we were 
made. We have the use of creation as a gift, but we are held responsible to God the “Maker of heaven and earth” for 
our use of the gift. “All of creation rejoices in You, O God, our Savior!” 
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Transitions 

Gift From God: 

Baby girl, Nina Helen, daughter of Chris and Katie (Radcliff) Lamparyk, born April 12, 2017. 

As Many as Have Been Baptized into Christ... 

Amelia Louise, daughter of Thomas and Tatiana (Doni) Sacco, born January 22, 2017, baptized on April 22, 2017. 

O Lord, Crown them with Glory and Honor: 

Tamara Kowalchik was wed to Peter Ubbelohde on Saturday, April 29, 2017. 
May God Grant Them Many Years! 

Blessed is the Way in Which Thou Shall Walk Today, O Soul: 

Lillian Drost, died April 18, 2017, buried April 21, 2017. 
Howard Silberhorn, died April 18, 2017, buried April 24, 2017. 

Memory Eternal! 
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First Confession Class: Joseph Kormos, David Visocky, Nikolai Hanchuk and 
Michael Gaborick 

Russian Cuisine: 
Shlivovitz Cake 

 1 pkg. yellow cake mix 
 1 3 3/4 oz. (small box) Instant Vanilla Pudding 
 4 eggs 
 1/2 cup cold water 
Just mix it all together for 2 or 3 minutes. Pour batter into a 10" 
greased and lightly floured Bundt cake pan. Bake at 325 for 1 hour. Make sure you grease & flour the Bundt 
pan well. (can also use Pam). 
Remove from oven and set on rack to cool for 10 minutes. Take a serving plate and place it on top of the 
Bundt pan, and invert it. Take a toothpick and poke lots of holes in it for the glaze. 
Glaze for Schlivo Cake 
 1/2 stick of butter  
 1/3 cup water 
Melt butter, stir water and sugar together, boil for 3 minutes and then remove from heat. Add the Schlivo and 
stir all together. Then pour over the top and sides of your Schlivo cake and serve with ice cream!  

Fr. John 

1/2 cup granulated sugar 
1/4 cup Schlivo! 

Members of the Book Club 
relax after the Lenten meal 
they provided. Thanks to all 
the groups who provided 
meals after Pre-Sanctified 
Liturgies during Lent! 

1/2 cup canola oil (or veg. oil) 
1/2 cup Schlivovitz (plum brandy) 
1 cup ground walnuts  



10 The Archangel 

 

 

The Tank That "Tanked" 
A shared attitude between Texans and Russians seems to be "the bigger, the better." Throughout their history, Russians have 
always seemed to dabble in creating some of the world's most monstrously large devices, such as the largest bell (Tsar Bell), 
largest caliber cannon (Tsar Cannon), and largest nuclear weapon ever detonated (the infamous Tsar Bomba). These achieve-
ments may be fairly well known to students of history, however, this year marks the hundredth anniversary of a lesser known 
distinction - the field testing of the world's largest military tank - the "Tsar Tank" of World War I. 
Military engineers had been toying with the idea of vehicles incorporating the basic principles of the modern tank (armor, fire-
power, and all-terrain mobility) in the decades preceding World War I, but as the war began in 1914, none of their ideas had 
yet to leave the drawing board. The first few months of the war saw horrendously heavy casualties begin to pile up and made it 
all too painfully clear that the "boys" would not be "home by Christmas." These sobering realities are what spurred the bellig-
erents to finally put tanks into production. The British army took the lead testing prototypes in 1915 and fielding tanks in com-
bat by 1916. Their French allies followed suit by 1917, and actually produced more tanks in World War I than all other com-
batants combined. 
Russia, not wanting to fall behind the other allies, also set out to design tanks. Thus began the construction of the largest - and 
probably the strangest - tank ever to reach full-scale testing. The Tsar Tank was conceived in the creative mind of Nikolai Leb-
edenko, a military engineer working for a private firm under contract with the Russian War Department. As a result, this vehi-
cle has also been called the Lebedenko Tank. Others referred to it as the Netopyr (Нетопырь), saying it resembled a sleeping 
bat. 
Lebedenko enlisted the help of fellow engineers Boris Stechkin and Alexander Mikulin to bring his bizarre design to life. Ra-
ther than using a tracked vehicle design like Britain and France, he decided the solution to handling rugged terrain and travers-
ing trenches was to use large, spoked wheels measuring almost 30 feet in diameter! These would be located in the front of the 
tank. The carriage was designed to resemble a large, bent tuning fork, ending with a single rear wheel of five feet in diameter 
that would be used for steering. The vehicle's width was almost 30 feet and it had a length of 60 feet. There were two turrets, 
one on top of the carriage with a total height of 25 feet above ground level, and another slung underneath. Each was designed 
to carry cannons and/or machine guns. Plans also called for additional machine guns to be placed inside the sponsons (armored 
pods on each side of the large wheels). A crew of ten had to climb the outside of the superstructure to get to their stations. 
Each large wheel was powered by its own 250 hp engine housed inside the sponsons. Each engine turned an automobile wheel 
which pressed against the outside edge of the large wheel causing it to rotate. A top speed of 11 mph was planned, but in reali-
ty, it only achieved 5 mph during testing. Let it be noted, however, that this was still slightly faster than the other "heavy" 
tanks of World War I. And indeed, this was a heavy machine, tipping the scales at 60 tons. 
Some reports indicate the Tsar Nicholas II was given a demonstration of a small working model at some point in 1915. After 
watching the model climb over a stack of books placed on the floor, he agreed to fund a full-scale prototype which was built 
between late 1915 and 1917. 
In August of 1917, the Tsar Tank was shipped by rail to a proving ground 60 km outside of Moscow where it was to be 
demonstrated to a military commission. The test began well as the tank moved off-road and plowed over an old birch tree. 
However, as the ground became more rugged and uneven, like the terrain found on a battlefield, the rear wheel sank into the 
mud and the tank ground to a halt. Lebedenko and his crew ascertained it was hopelessly stuck, and it was abandoned on the 
spot. It sat rusting in the woods until 1923 when it was cut up for scrap metal. 
The Tsar Tank "tanked" its one and only demonstration, and thus leaves us with a lingering question - could it have ultimately 
worked? The simple answer usually given is that it was woefully underpowered. But that alone does not suffice. The Tsar 
Tank's engines produced a combined 500 hp, which for the time was a substantial amount. As a matter of fact, even with its 
massive weight, its power-to-weight ratio was better than any other tank actually used in World War I, even the light British 
Whippet. However, the way this power was transmitted to the large wheels was crude and inefficient. To make matters worse, 
miscalculations during the design phase distributed far too much weight to the small rear wheel. This easily drove it into the 
ground, as happened at the test. From a practical standpoint, the sheer size and fragile front wheels would have made it very 
prone to damage by artillery fire, while its own armament would have had extremely limited arcs of fire due to being blocked 
by the front wheels. 
Lebedenko is not known to have designed any other piece of military machinery, and he unfortunately disappeared during the 

turmoil of the Revolution. His colleagues Stechkin and Mikulin managed to survive 
and went on to become well-known academicians. The legacy of the Tsar Tank lives 
on in the memories of trivia buffs and war "gamers" alike, and perhaps, also justifies 
the notion that bigger is not always better. 

Tim Hanchuk  
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ZOE HOUSE NEEDS YOU! 
A ZOE Women’s Medical Committee has been created and they are looking for help as they move forward 
with plans to expand services to women in distress due to unplanned pregnancies. They are looking for volun-
teers in the following areas:  
• Client Advocate  •   Receptionist   •   Community Coordinator   •   Nurse   •   Sonographer   •   Fund Raiser  

•   Medical Assistant   •   Physician’s Assistant   •   Administrative Assistant  
Even if you have only a few hours a week, they would greatly appreciate it. Please contact Despina at despi-
na@mavrakisfamily.com. 

 Woodside is hosting a Multi-Family Garage Sale!  
 Thursday, June 22 from 9am to 3pm Friday, June 23 from 9am to 1pm  

 Reserve a table and sell your stuff - starting at $15 for the first table and $10 for each addi-
tional. Contact Mary Jane or Kathy at 440.526.9696 to reserve your space today!  

HELP WANTED!  
Woodside Event Center and Catering by Verba’s are hiring! We are looking for part-time workers (mostly 
weekend evenings, although there may be other times). Woodside is looking for team members to help with set 
up and tear down of events.  Verba is looking for servers, dishwashers and various other roles. Please contact 
Mary Jane at 440.526.9696 about Woodside work or Joe Verba at 216.749.6232. Verba operates two facilities, 
as well as an expanding offsite catering business, so plenty of opportunity is available!  


