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“Thank You” is at the Very Heart of Thanksgiving 
Throughout the Gospels, Jesus reveals His godly nature and manifests His divine authority by healing the sick 
and setting people free from demonic oppression. We have seen Him offer compassion and mercy to all who 
dare approach him (Luke 17:13; John 8:11), love to those who came to Him (Mark 10:21; John 15:12), and 
forgiveness to those who were truly sorry for their sins (Luke 7:48). He offers comfort to those who were 
grieving (Luke 7:13-15), associated Himself with the rejected and despised (Luke 5:12-13; John 4:7-9), re-
spected the small and insignificant (Mark 12:4-44) and offered encouragement and hope to those who were 
seeking to know and serve God (Mark 12:34).  

Not surprisingly, after having heard all of this about our Savior, the ten lepers, despite their unclean state, 
dared to approach Him with a confidence that He would both receive them and heal them of this dreaded, de-
bilitating disease. And because of their fateful decision and unwavering faith, our Lord does just that! He re-
stores each of them and makes them physically whole (Luke 17:14); enabling each a chance to return to the 
families they love and communities which excluded them. 

Yet, after being sent on their way by our Lord, one of the lepers fully begins to comprehend the magnitude of 
what the Master has done for him. Amidst a time of great exuberance and rejoicing, it is this man alone who 
comes back to thank the One Who had healed him - the very Physician and Healer of both soul and body. That 
one man, because of his simple, heart-felt “Thank You,” receives still more from Jesus Christ – a more com-
plete healing and a chance at spiritual salvation (Luke 17:19).  

Oftentimes we, too, fail to fully appreciate God or to recognize all that He bestows upon us. More often-than-
not we appear like the other nine lepers in this morning’s gospel lesson who fail to return in order to offer Je-
sus praise and thanksgiving. Even though we were created to have a blessed union and joyous life with Him, 
we continuously reject God’s authority and refuse to live a life well-pleasing to Him or His commandments. 
We sinfully estrange ourselves from God by our actions and habits and thus, de facto, live only for ourselves. 

Because of His immeasurable mercy and unconditional love, God sends His Only-Begotten Son to restore us 
to a more perfect union which will ultimately be realized in His Kingdom. God’s uniquely innocent and sinless 
Son gave His life freely, much like a ransom, for all of the sinful and the guilty of this world. Christ alone bore 
the punishment which we, ourselves, most likely deserved and took away our sins by shedding His own pre-
cious blood for each and every one of us. Because of His death upon the Cross, the gates of heaven were thus 
opened so that we might enter in and – now cleansed of our sin, shame, and guilt – be able to stand before the 
Father Himself. In Christ, the Father fully accepts us as His own sons and daughters (Galatians 4:6-7) and 
gives us everything (Ephesians 1:3) as His heirs. 

In order to be truly grateful for all God has done for us, we need to first put aside our everyday concerns and 
focus on who God is, who Jesus is, and what the Father has done for us through Christ. To comprehend and 
understand this alone will be enough to touch our hearts and fill them with gratitude for God’s compassion, 
love and kindness, forever. Prayer is always a divine exchange between God and man. By lifting up our minds 
to God in praise and thanksgiving for his greatness, kindness and mercy, we begin to open our hearts to him 
also. It is only then that He will bestow upon us His ever-abundant love, healing, life and salvation. God con-
tinuously showers each of us with gifts of all kinds; but it is only after offering Thanksgiving – like the one 
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Orthodox Poetry: 

Prayer: Forgive Me, O Lord 

"Forgive me, God, my transgressions 
And renew my languishing spirit, 
Let me endure my tribulations 
In hope, faith and love. 

I am not afraid of my sufferings: 
They are a pledge of holy love; 
But grant that with an ardent soul 
I might shed tears of repentance. 

Look upon my poverty of heart, 
Give Magdalene's holy fire, 
Give John's purity; 

Let me carry my corruptible crown 
Under the yoke of a heavy cross 
To the feet of Christ the Redeemer." 

-Poet Ivan Ivanovich Kozlov  

thankful leper in today’s gospel lesson – that we will begin to have a fuller 
awareness and more complete wisdom as to each of these gift’s unique and 
special benefit to our life. 

Very Rev. Fr. John Memorich 

President’s Message 

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! 

The purpose of this message is to bring the parish up to date on financial 
matters concerning the parish and the gap we have in funding the parish so 
that everyone is aware of these issues. In this issue of the Archangel we 
have included a financial report titled: 2017 General Operating Fund 
Report (Fiscal Year November 1

st
-October 31

st
). As you can see we 

have operating losses in 2015, 2016 and 2017 with a budgeted loss for 
2018. These numbers are before applying the transfers from Special Funds 
(Bingo). However, even with Bingo we will be showing a loss for 2017 as 
we did in 2016. Obviously, we as parishioners are not supporting the par-
ish as we need to. We have made major strides in cutting many expenses 
although some, like health insurance, cannot be cut further. We are relying 
on Bingo and the endowment fund. This is a huge mistake. Bingo income 
has eroded each year for the past three years in spite of the tremendous 
effort of the Bingo Committee. This year was no different. Hopefully, it 
will turn around. 

Woodside has had an impressive increase in business this year with about 

(Continued on page 3) 
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47 weddings booked, the greatest amount we have had in decades. While showing terrific progress under the 
Woodside Board’s oversight, Woodside will not likely show a profit this year, although it is getting close. So 
with Bingo down and Woodside not yet profitable it puts a definite strain on our finances. However, we 
should not be relying on Bingo and Woodside, we should be covering the expenses of the parish with our do-
nations. 

The Endowment Fund was created in 1998 to help support the church in perpetuity. The Mission Statement of 
the Endowment Fund states: “The Endowment Fund is organized and shall be operated exclusively for the 
benefit of Archangel Michael Orthodox Church affiliated with the Orthodox Church in America. The Endow-
ment Fund objective is to receive donations, retain them in perpetuity, and manage an investment pro-
gram producing income, all of which is to be passed on to Archangel Michael Church annually or as 
needed. To achieve these objectives, the Church Board of Trustees has responsibility to promote and perpetu-
ate the fund in addition to following a defined investment policy.” The idea was that the principal amounts 
would remain untouched and only the income from those funds would be used by the church. Some seem to 
believe that all this money is available for our everyday use. The reality is that, if we use the principal, the 
fund is diminished and the perpetual funding of the church is eroded. The Endowment Fund is only there to 
assist us, we still need to fully fund the church through our stewardship. 

With our stewardship pledges now due it is incumbent upon all of us to look deep into our hearts to see if we 
are doing all we can. In spite of cutting expenses in a variety of areas we will, as previously stated, still show a 
loss this year with or without Special Funds transfers. This, simply, cannot continue. In addition, while most 
do fulfill their pledge, we find that some parishioners do not meet their pledges. We understand that people 
pledge with a good conscience and sometimes just forget. If you have not met your pledge or are not on target 
to meet it please consider meeting or exceeding your pledge for the calendar year. We really need to boost in-
come/donations.  

Lower Level Renovation 

When we voted as a parish to renovate the lower level of the church the vote was nearly unanimous. We in-
formed you then that the cost would be about $90,000 to $100,000. Thus far, through donations and pledges, 
we have raised half of that amount. We need to raise another $40,000 to pay for the renovation. As with 
church pledges for operations we have some who have not met their pledge. I urge you to fulfill your pledge as 
soon as possible. If you have met your pledge, thank you most sincerely and may God Bless you. We as the 
Board of Trustees ask that you consider once again an additional donation in 2017 to help us finish the fund 
raising. I believe we can all agree that the renovation has been a blessing. The renovation included fresh paint, 
new lighting throughout, new ceiling tiles, an expanded and enhanced book store (which you should really vis-
it), a video screen to provide information and communication and last, but not least, new and greatly improved 
classroom partitions. The Church School teachers tell Father John and me that it is infinitely better with these 
new partitions. Once again, please consider another donation and/or fulfill your pledge. 

This is our church and we must take good care of it. Our worthy stewardship is absolutely critical to the par-
ish. As we celebrate 95 years and close in on our 100th Anniversary (in 5 more years, 2022) let us all be mind-
ful of the needs of the parish and do all we can for the church and the glory of God. 

Fall Clean-up 

A great deal of thanks to all those who came out on Saturday, October 21st to participate in the clean-up of the 
church grounds. About 20 people in all worked very hard to clean-up, cut dead trees and one live pine tree that 
was too close to the church. Our own Deacon Dan aka Paul Bunyan, was a whirling dervish with a chain saw. 
We worked hard, had some fun, enjoyed some camaraderie and ate good pizza. Once again, thanks to all who 
worked. See you at our annual St. Michael’s Day banquet to celebrate 95 years serving in God’s Vineyard. 

                      Respectfully and with love in Christ, 
                      Michael G. Herzak, President 
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Transitions 

As Many as Have Been Baptized into Christ... 

William Paul Herzak, son of Daniel and Kristy Herzak, was baptized on October 14, 2017. 
Emmelia Jane Roach, daughter of Matthew and Anne Roach, was baptized on October 14, 2017. 
Roman Aubrey Mindala, son of Gregory and Sarah Mindala, was baptized on November 4, 2017. 

O Lord, Crown them with Glory and Honor: 

Jeffrey Neilson was wed to Marie Gullion on October 7, 2017. 
May God Grant Them Many Years! 

Blessed is the Way in Which Thou Shall Walk Today, O Soul: 

John Patai, aged 76, reposed in the Lord on November 3, 2017; buried November 7, 2017. 
Memory Eternal! 

FRIDAY NIGHT BOOK CLUB 
If you are a book reader, and would like to share your love of books, please plan on joining us. 
Our meetings tend to be at church on or around the third Friday of every other month at 7 pm. 
Sometimes we meet at a member’s house or we might go see a movie as a group. If you are at all interested in 
joining our group, please contact Matushka Jani for more information or just show up on the night indicated in 
the bulletin. Below is our remaining schedule for 2017. 

November 17: The Pink Suit by Nicole Mary Kelby  

This is the meeting where we will select our books for 2018, so don’t miss it! And bring your ideas for new 
books to read! 

1. Are of light the the world you. 

2. Are the earth of the the salt you. 

3. Green He in lie me makes down pastures. 

4. Am brother’s keeper I my? 

5. And follow I make me fishers of men of will 
you. 

Scrambled Bible Verses 
Rearrange the words in each sentence to come up with the exact biblical quote: 

6. Are blessed for mercy obtain merciful shall the 
they. 

7. Been born he is has Jews king of that the where? 

8. A as a child child I I was when spoke. 

9. A be God merciful me sinner to. 

10. Burden easy is is and light my my yoke. 

The More You Know: 
Why is the Promised Land often depicted in Scripture as a land flowing with “milk and honey?” As a shep-
herdic people, sheep’s milk was one of the most important staples besides bread to the Hebrews. They drank it 
and used it to make cheese and butter. Honey was more of a luxury item to the Jews, found only where bees 
could find flowers to collect nectar. Therefore, to say that a land overflowed with “milk and honey,” would 
mean that there were sufficient pastures for their animals to graze, flowers and fruit trees for the bees, and 
plenty of water for them to drink. 

Some biblical scholars also suggest that land of milk and honey may also be an example of Hebrew “merism” 
– the literary use of opposites to cover the spectrum of everything in between (somewhat akin to saying 
"everything from A to Z”) – reminding the Israelites that the Promised Land contains absolutely everything 
needful and in abundance. 

Fr. John 
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Beef Stroganoff: A Hearty Dish for Fall and Winter 
Unlike the French, who often named dishes after the chefs who devised them, Russians have usually attached 
the names of famous households to their cuisine – since the actual cooks tended to be serfs.  

The Stroganoff family has had more than a recipe named after it. There is the Stroganoff School of Iconogra-
phy, the Stroganoff Icon Guidebook (which explains the style, position, clothing, colors, and general character-
istics for all iconographic figures), as well as the famous Stroganoff Museum of Fine Arts in Moscow. 

The Stroganoff’s were of the wealthy merchant class, probably of Tatar origin who, in the 16th – 17th centuries 
greatly contributed to Russia’s territorial and economic expansion. They first became famous in the 15th centu-
ry for their development of salt and iron mines, as well as fur and timber trading. They also held close ties to 
the Romanov family who eventually ascended to rule over Russia until Czar Nicholas II’s abdication in 1917. 

Yet, somewhat ironic, is the fact that for all this family did and accomplished, they are best known world over 
for this beef dish that bears their name! 

Ingredients: 

2 medium onions, finely chopped 

¾ lbs sliced mushrooms 

7-10 tablespoons of unsalted butter 

2 cups brown beef stock 

3 tablespoons of flour 

2 teaspoons of mustard (preferably Dijon) 

2 tablespoons tomato sauce 

3 pounds filet mignon, filet tips, or top sirloin 

Pinch of black pepper and salt 

3 – 5 tablespoons sour cream 

Directions: 

• Saute onions and sliced mushrooms in butter for 7-8 minutes until golden and set aside 

• Bring beef stock to a boil 

• Brown flour in a pan over low heat until golden, then add 2 tablespoons of butter, stir and cook un-
til it bubbles 

• Remove from heat and stir in one cup of beef broth, mustard, and tomato sauce – stirring all the 
while until the sauce is smooth 

• Then stir in this sauce to the rest of the beef stock, add onions, bring to boil and then remove from 
heat 

• Cut beef into ½ inch slices, place them between wax paper and pound them into flat strips 

• Saute the beef strips in butter (you may wish to coat the strips in flour first) 

• As they are cooked, sprinkle with salt and pepper and add them to the sauce 

• When all the strips are cooked, return sauce to a boil, then cover and reduce heat to low 

• For filet mignon or beef tips, cook 5-10 minutes / for tougher meat, cook for 15-30 

• When meat is tender, juicy, and ready to serve – add sour cream and serve 

Beef Stroganoff is often served in America over rice or noodles, but the traditional way of serving it in Russia 
is with deep fried potato sticks (twice as thick as French Fries). 



6 The Archangel 

 

 

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS TOGETHER 
Time and time again, we all ask ourselves, how has the time 
gone by so quickly. 

David and Mary Ann Gaydos celebrated their 50th wedding an-
niversary on May 27th and I am sure this is what they keep say-
ing to themselves.  

They got married on a beautiful 90 degree day in 1967 at old St. 
Michael’s Church on Union Avenue (no air conditioning at the 
church or reception hall) as many of our parishioners did so 
many years ago. They were blessed to have many of their family 
and friends in their wedding party and still remain close to these 
friends today as they did on that special day.  

They have 4 children: David (Carrie), 
Kathleen Combs (Mark), Nicholas 
(Jessica) and Maryann Deyling (Brett). 
They are fortunate to have 3 of their chil-
dren living in the Cleveland area. Kath-

leen and her family live in the Chicago area. They have been blessed with 13 grandchildren whom they 
adore — Corey (26), Madison (21), Alexa (17), Nathan (15), Nadia (15) David & Michael (13), Stephen 
(12), Joshua (10), Joseph (10), Nicholas (9), Juliann (8) and Ava (7). They are a close knit family and 
spend many vacations all together, gathering at different destinations during the summer. How fun is 
that! 

When David and Mary Ann were first married, 
David was self-employed as a pharmacist and 
Mary Ann worked as a teller at Central National 
Bank in downtown Cleveland. In fact, this is 
how they first met. Dave would come into the 
bank and the tellers would make up excuses why 
they couldn’t take care of him and asked him to 
move to the next teller who was Mary Ann. The 
girls certainly had this all planned out. 

Mary Ann was always very involved around the 
church. She sang in the choir, was a member of 
the R Club, taught Russian Folk Dancing for 
many years, was a member on the Woodside 
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LEARNING ABOUT OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
HAPPY 95TH BIRTHDAY to one of the longest lifelong members of St. Michael’s Church! (Mrs. Mary 
Quidort and Joseph and Betty Sutyak are also in this special group.) Margaret Hopkosky celebrated her 
95th birthday on October 12, 2017.  

Margaret’s family was very active in helping our Orthodox Church grow. So, with this influence, she 
grew up with the church as the center of her life. Her strong love for Orthodoxy has only grown over all 
these years.  

At St. Michael’s on Union Ave., Margaret served many positions on the Church Council, was active in 
the Sunday School, sang alto in the church choir, was our representative to the All-American Council for 
three years, and chaired many church functions. She was also on the Church Council at our present loca-
tion, a member of the 55+ Club and helped organize our 75th Anniversary Celebration. To this day she is 
our church “archivist”, helping to preserve the important facts of our church history. She strongly be-
lieves that we need to know where we came from in order to understand why we are here. By learning 
the history of our church—the growing pains, the importance of the nationality neighborhoods—we can 
understand more about ourselves. 

In addition to her years of service to her parish, Margaret has been active in the Fellowship of Orthodox 
Christians in America, (the former FROC), holding both local and national offices. Many parishioners 
still remember her as their junior advisor. She was awarded lifetime membership for her work. She also 
was involved in the Orthodox Society of America and the Midwest Diocese of the OCA. She served as 
an assistant at the Diocesan Center in Hinsdale, IL in the early 1980’s. In 2002 she received the Order of 
St. Innocent, an honor given by Metropolitan Herman, for her many 
years of dedication. 

Homebound now because of her health, Margaret misses attending 
the beautiful church services, but worries about the future of our 
church. She believes we need to use the church a little less for our 
own personal advantage and entertainment and focus much more on 
helping others. She truly believes that the Church should be a place 
where we form a close relationship with God and learn to “live the 
Church.”  

Thank you, Margaret, for your years of selfless dedication. As we 
celebrate St. Michael’s 95th Anniversary, let us also strive to be more 
involved and follow Margaret’s example. May God continue to 
watch over her. 

Pauline Mehalik 

Hall Board and worked bingo. David is a member of St. John Byzantine Church, but you will see him 
visiting us many times throughout the year. 

David and Mary Ann have always kept themselves very busy around the church and their family. In ad-
dition, they have been Depression Glass dealers for approximately 35 years and have traveled to New 
York, Texas, Illinois, Michigan and many other places to set up, buy and sell their antique glassware. 

They will be honored at this year’s St. Michael’s Day banquet but we also want to extend our very best 
wishes to them for setting such a wonderful example of what the word “family” truly means. Congratu-
lations and we wish you many more wonderful years together! 

Kathy Mindala 
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EMAIL ADDRESSES 
The Church office is continuing to collect email addresses for our parishioners. If you currently do not receive 
Archangels, Bulletins or other email communication, we don’t have your email address. Please help us contin-
ue to keep our records current and provide us with an updated email address. Send them to in-
fo@stmichaelscleveland.org. We currently have 115 parishioners who receive email communication and we 
THANK YOU for that, saving us on printing and postage!  

AMAZON SMILE 
Do you frequently shop on Amazon? Now, all of 
that shopping can help benefit our church – as we 
are now signed up with Amazon Smile – a pro-
gram in which Amazon will donate 0.5% of your 
purchase to the charity of your choice.  Archangel 
Michael Orthodox Church is registered as an ap-
proved charity.  Visit smile.amazon.com, use your 
Amazon login credentials, search for our church 
name and start shopping!  It’s that easy.  For more 
information, call the church office and Phil can 
help you through it!  

ZOE HOUSE NEEDS YOU! 
A ZOE Women’s Medical Committee has been created and they are looking for help as they 
move forward with plans to expand services to women in distress due to unplanned pregnan-
cies. They are looking for volunteers in the following areas:  

• Client Advocate  •   Receptionist   •   Community Coordinator   •    
• Nurse   •   Sonographer   •   Fund Raiser  

•   Medical Assistant   •   Physician’s Assistant   •   Administrative Assistant  

Even if you have only a few hours a week, they would greatly appreciate it. Please contact 
Despina at despina@mavrakisfamily.com. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
As you are all aware, each month, you receive a pack of envelopes to be used for your monthly donations. 
Many parishioners have opted out of the envelope program, and rather, have their financial institution send 
their donation directly to the church (monthly, weekly, etc.). This helps the church save on printing & postage 
for these envelopes. To learn more, or if you are interested in stopping your monthly envelopes and setting up 
a direct payment – contact Phil in the church office.  
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BABY DRIVE FOR ZOE HOUSE 
ZOE House is in need of donations and items to continue their ministry. We will be collecting items through 
Sunday, November 19th. See the list below of items they are in need of:  

Financial donations of any amount (always the greatest need) 

Target, Walmart or Visa gift cards 

Diapers, Baby Wipes, Baby Wash Cloths, Baby Towels, Baby Shampoo, Baby Lotion 

New Infant Cars seats, Pack and Plays, Strollers, High Chairs, Baby Swings, Newborn Clothing, Blankets 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT! 

ST. NICHOLAS SEMINARIAN GIVING TREE  
Please stop by the giving tree located in the lower level to help a seminarian family during the 
holidays! Sponsored by the Cleveland ‘R’ club Please take a tag or two, purchase the gift listed 
and return your unwrapped gift to the tree by Sunday, November 26. We will also collect addi-
tional Walmart gift cards which will be sent to the families at St. Herman Seminary in Alaska. 
Cash or checks made payable to Cleveland R Club are accepted and appreciated and can be giv-
en to coordinator Becky Tesar. 

ANNUAL FOOD DRIVE FOR ST. HERMAN HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY 

This year’s food drive will be held from November 19 to December 17. Please donate new food and clothing 
items for those less fortunate than ourselves. 


