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New Year Meditation 
The inauguration of the New Year is always a time of hope and renewal. It brings with it an op-

portunity for new beginnings and a chance to evaluate one’s life so as to make positive changes 

and improvements. Yet, besides life-altering resolutions, it should also be an occasion from 

which to learn from our mistakes and accept the advice of others. 

When Napoleon Bonaparte revealed his plans to invade Russia, a close friend desperately tried 

to dissuade him by warning that, “Man proposes, but God disposes.” Napoleon, however, 

shrugged off this advice and haughtily replied, “I propose as well as dispose!” 

Napoleon’s arrogance proved to be his downfall. That ill-fated decision became the turning 

point to his career and brought about his demise. He learned the hard way that while man may 

desire to make plans, it is God alone Who will allow them to see fruition.  

The source of that expression (“Man proposes, but God disposes”) is found in Sacred Scrip-

ture. In the Book of Proverbs 19:21, we read, “There are many devices in a man’s heart; nev-

ertheless, the counsel of the Lord, that shall stand.” 

That statement points to God’s Providence with respect to each individual. Even the most care-

fully conceived human plans are imperfect and subject to change. God always does everything 

to one’s benefit. 

In this New Year, heed this lesson; put aside pride and arrogance in your life by learning how 

to bow to the wisdom and might of God’s Divine Will. 

As the saying goes, “Man makes plans and God just laughs.” 

Very Rev. Fr. John Memorich 

HOUSE BLESSINGS 
If you wish to have your house blessed during the season of Theophany, please 
contact the church office to set up a date and time. House Blessings are done by 
request only. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
The end of one year and the beginning of the next, 2018, hard to believe an-

other year has gone by. On behalf of the Archangel Michael Parish Board of 

Trustees we wish our entire parish family a happy, healthy and successful 

new year. 

I hope you all had a most blessed, peaceful and spiritual Nativity of our 

Lord. We were all very pleased to see terrific attendance at Divine Liturgy 

on Christmas morning. Thank you to Marge Dzmura, Nicole Gaydos and 

Helen Gaborick for so beautifully decorating the church. 

On December 17th we bid farewell to Ted Geletka as choir master after 16 

MEET OUR NEW CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Hello, my name is Joachim Wyslutsky. I 

was born January 6, 1995 (Theophany) in 

Scranton, PA, and my parents are Fr. 

Nicholas Wyslutsky, and Matushka Eliza-

beth Wyslutsky. I currently live in 

Mogadore, OH, and was previously a mem-

ber of St. Nicholas in Mogadore. I gradu-

ated from the University of Akron in May 

2017 with a Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering, minoring in Ap-

plied Mathematics, and Computer Science. After graduation, I began my 

career as a database software developer for the J.M. Smucker Company in 

Orrville, OH. I enjoy playing board games of all kinds, video games, puz-

zles, and most of all music. 

I have always loved music, especially the music of the church. Along with 

singing, I play five instruments: tenor saxophone, clarinet, bass clarinet, bass 

guitar, and kontrabass balalaika. Over the course of my life I have performed 

with numerous choirs, and bands including: Marywood University Chil-

dren’s Choir, Summit Choral Society (Children’s Choir and Masterworks 

Chorale), University of Akron Marching Band, University of Akron Choirs 

(Men’s Chorus and Concert Choir), and various Orthodox parish choirs. 

When I was a senior in high school I attended Kent State University full-

time through the Post-Secondary Extended Options Program. My classes 

were scheduled primarily in the afternoon, which allowed me to sing week-

day morning services at St. Nicholas when our choir director (Basil Kochan) 

was unavailable. I wasn’t always the only person singing, so I began learn-

ing how to give pitches and direct so that I could lead the singers that joined 

me. As I progressed I would also fill in for Basil on evenings when he was 

unable to attend allowing me to learn more of the services, and build more 

confidence as a director. To further my education in the singing and direct-

ing of church services I attended various conferences held by the Patriarch 

Tikhon Russian American Music Institute (PaTRAM) learning from accom-

plished Orthodox directors/composers such as: Dr. Peter Jermihov, Dr. Irena 

Jermihov, Anastasia Serdsev, Benedict Sheehan, and Maria Sheehan. All of 

these opportunities have led me to where I am today. I am excited about the 

opportunity to direct and develop the choir at St. Michael, and I look for-

ward to getting to know all of you. 
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years. Fittingly, we had a strong choir with almost all members in attendance to sing the Divine Liturgy. The 

brunch in Ted’s honor was well attended and it was fun listening to Ted reminisce about specific events in his 

years here. Ted was a dedicated servant of God as he directed or chanted so many services i.e. liturgies, ves-

pers, funerals and weddings. We pray for Ted and Debbie and wish them good health and many years, as well 

as our gratitude and thanks for a job well done. 

With Ted’s departure we welcome our new choir director, tonsured reader Joachim Wyslutsky. Joachim is the 

son of Very Reverend Father Nicholas Wyslutsky, rector of St. Nicholas Orthodox Church in Mogadore 

(Akron) Ohio. Joachim is a University of Akron graduate who sang in all the choirs in college. He received 

additional musical training at the Patram Institute at St Tikhon’s Seminary. He has been the assistant director 

at St. Nicholas. He is also a computer engineer at the J. M. Smucker Company in Orville, Ohio. Joachim 

brings youth, enthusiasm, fervor and energy to the job. We in the choir look forward to working with him. 

As a parish, we have accomplished a lot this year, yet, we have had a few disappointments. Foremost is the 

fact that the parish will show a financial loss this year even after transfers from bingo income. As a parish we 

need to improve our giving to the church. We all need to consider what more we can do for the church in this 

regard. We need to take good financial care of our church. As we begin the New Year let us consider our offer-

ings to the church and dig a bit deeper. 

Secondly, we have not yet paid for the renovation of the lower level of the church. At a special parish meeting 

we voted overwhelmingly in favor of going ahead with the $100,000 renovation. As stated previously, this 

renovation included new ceiling, new lighting, painting, new class room partitions and a wonderful new book-

store. However, we have still only paid for about half of the cost. Whenever we do a capital project like this, 

we need to pay for it above and beyond what we give to the annual operating fund. Obviously, we need from 

time to time to renovate the buildings on our campus. The lower level renovation was long overdue. Let’s all 

get behind this project. If you have given before, consider giving again. If you have not given, please consider 

doing so. 

Finally, our Annual Parish Meeting is rapidly approaching and is scheduled for Sunday, February 18, 2018. 

These meetings are important in the life of the church. Please plan on attending. There are several board posi-

tions open due to term limits. Donna Tesar is nominating committee chair. Please see Donna or if you are in-

terested in any of the following positions: President, treasurer, recording secretary, assistant financial secretary 

and two trustees at large. I look forward to good attendance at the meeting. 

Respectfully yours in Christ, 

Michael G. Herzak, President 

5th ANNUAL CHILI COOK-OFF 

Please save the date for Sunday, January 21st for our 5th Annual Chili Cook-Off! This year’s event will be 

held at Woodside immediately following Liturgy. There are 3 Categories – Traditional, Non-Traditional and 

Hot & Spicy! More information coming soon – but see Sharon Glagola at if you plan on entering the contest.  

 

TUITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM  

The updated TAP application is now on the website. TAP applications are due by January 31, 2018. Any ques-

tions, see Larissa Young. 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Please note that at the Annual Parish Meeting (to be held on February 18, 2018), the following Board of Trus-

tee positions are available: President, Treasurer, Assistant Financial Secretary, and TWO Trustee-At-Large 

positions. If you are interested in running for any of the positions, please see Donna Tesar, Nominating Com-

mittee Chair or Mickey Herzak, President. 
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The More You Know: 
Each year on January 17 the Church commemorates the Venerable Godbearing 

Father, St. Anthony the Great. Anthony was an Early Christian monk from Egypt 

who spent years living alone in the desert. Much of this time he lived in a “tomb” 

in order to overcome temptations and to remind him constantly of his mortality 

and impending judgment. Because of this, St. Anthony is considered to be the 

patron saint of Gravediggers. 

Prayer of an Anonymous Abbess 
“Lord, thou knowest better than myself that I am growing older and will soon be old. Keep me from becoming 

too talkative, and especially from the unfortunate habit of thinking that I must say something on every subject 

and at every opportunity. 

Release me from the idea that I must straighten out other peoples’ affairs. With my immense treasure of ex-

perience and wisdom, it seems a pity not to let everybody partake of it. But thou knowest, Lord, that in the end 

I will need a few friends. 

Keep me from the recital of endless details; give me wings to get to the point. 

Grant me the patience to listen to the complaints of others; help me to endure them with charity. But seal my 

lips on my own aches and pains – they increase with the increasing years 

and my inclination to recount them is also increasing. 

I will not ask thee for improved memory, only for a little more humility and 

less self-assurance when my own memory doesn’t agree with that of others. 

Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally I may be wrong. 

Keep me reasonably gentle. I do not have the ambition to become a saint – it 

is so hard to live with some of them – but a harsh old person is one of the 

devil’s masterpieces. 

Make me sympathetic without being sentimental, helpful but not bossy. Let 

me discover merits where I had not expected them, and talents in people 

whom I had not thought to possess any. And, Lord, give me the grace to tell 

them so. Amen” 

QUESTION: Why does the Church condemn abortions?  
ANSWER: Here is Archpriest Alexander Men’s remarkable response to that question: “I will answer simply: 

If you are a mother, and they bring you a child and propose that you kill it by some crude means, say, with a 

hammer, what would you do? Of course, if you are a normal person, you would never raise your hand to do so. 

So why raise your hand to crush that defenseless human being as if he were some mosquito? He is a defense-

less human being, a human being who is in your body and cannot defend himself, and you are killing him be-

cause it is inconvenient for you to give him birth or to raise him, or for some other reason. If a mother says that 

she is incapable of feeding him, or if there are some other considerations, I always respond: all right, be pa-

tient, give him birth and then give him up; there are people unable to have children who want children, and are 

waiting in line [to adopt]. Here everything is quite clear, and once again I repeat: biologically, the fertilized 

[ovum] is already a prospective human being; his life is already sacred, and we have no right to disturb that 

life, to kill it.” 
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FRIDAY NIGHT BOOK CLUB 
Thank You to all of our Book Club members who hosted meetings during the 2017 year! We are 

excited to announce our meeting dates for 2018, as well as the titles of the books: 

January 12 – Lillian Boxfish Takes a Walk by Kathleen Rooney 

March 2 – Killer of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI by David Grann 

May 11 – The Letter by Kathryn Hughes 

July 20 – Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng 

September 21 – Along the Infinite Sea by Beatriz Williams 

November 16 – Leaving Time by Jodi Picoult 

Please join us (men can join too!) It’s a great way to start the New Year, by trying to read more!! 

2017 PLEDGE OBLIGATIONS 

As the 2017 year draws to a close, please note that there are still 113 parishioners who have not yet fulfilled 

their 2017 pledge obligation, totaling $26,804.00 in outstanding gifts. 

Important Dates for 2018 

Great Lent begins - Feb. 19 

Pascha - April 8 

Ascension - May 17 

Pentecost - May 27 

Apostle's Fast - June 4 

First Aid Eagle Project 

Soars  
When our parishioner, Brian Supina 

was seeking a project to undertake for 

his Eagle Scout award, Fr. John, who 

had recently cut his finger and could-

n’t find any bandages, immediately 

said, “We need up to date, well-

stocked First Aid kits at the church, 

Woodside, and at the Shanty. And 

thus was born a labor of love that 

Brian took on. He drew up plans, con-

templated contents, and met with Fr. 

John as to the best placement of these 

kits.  

Brian then came before the Board of 

Trustees and presented the plans for the project and received formal permission to proceed – and on Sunday, 

December 10 he, along with members of his Scout Troop installed and stocked the First Aid kits. They are lo-

cated in the coat room off of the vestibule; in the basement church kitchen; and in the Shanty. In addition, he 

also fully stocked the existing First Aid kit that resides in Woodside’s kitchen. 

Congratulations to Brian for desiring to do this project for our parish! Many Years! 
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Ted Geletka Retirement 
On Sunday, December 17, after a wonderful 

Divine Liturgy, our long-time Choir Master 

of sixteen years stepped down and retired. In 

honor of this bitter-sweet event, a special 

honorary brunch was served at Woodside and 

various testimonials and gifts were presented 

to Ted. Aftershich, he took the microphone 

and gave an overview of his carreer at St. 

Michaels. In so doing, he moved us to both, 

laughter and tears as he recounted the years 

and various events from days passed. Con-

gratulations to Ted and his lovely wife Deb-

bie. We wish them all the best and implore 

God to grant them Many Years!  
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HEALTH HINT 

Healthy New Year’s Resolutions 
Happy New Year! Here are a few healthy resolutions that are easy to keep. 

Eat mindfully. If you take the time to truly savor what you are eating without distractions, then your body will 

tell you when you are full and what it’s craving. 

Stick to a consistent sleep/wake cycle and go to sleep and wake up at the same time every day.  

Find physical workouts that will help you achieve your goals such as building muscle, burning fat, or increas-

ing flexibility. If they are aligned with your goals and something you enjoy, you are more likely to stick to the 

routine.  

Cutting down on sugar will decrease your risk of heart disease, obesity, and type 2 diabetes. The average 

American consumes over 77 lbs of sugar or sweetener each year.  

Drink more water-Try keeping a water bottle at your desk or drinking a glass before starting a meal. 

Have a healthy New Year!! Kristen Dotson RN 

In Memoriam: 
On the Morning of Friday, December 15, Archpriest John Klembara, aged 86, reposed in the Lord after 60 

faithful years of servitude in Christ’s Holy Priesthood. 

Born on June 24, 1931, Fr. John was a “son” of our parish. He grew up at St. Michael’s, eventually going to 

St. Tikhon’s Seminary where he graduated in 1954. He was ordained 1n 1956 and served various churches un-

til being assigned rector of our daughter parish, St. Andrew’s in Maple Heights. 

After years of faithful service to this community, as well as being an Orthodox Chaplain for the Veteran’s Ad-

ministration for over 30 years, he retired with the title of “Pastor Emeritus” of St. Andrew’s being bestowed by 

the Holy Synod. 

This past year, because of his age and the timing of our service schedule, Fr. John asked to attend Pascha at 

our parish. I invited him to serve, but due to his ill health, he chose to simply sit in the altar. However, desiring 

to include him at least to some degree in the joy of this Feast of feasts, I spur of the moment offered him the 

honor of reading St. John Chrysostom’s Paschal Homily. 

With a twinkle in his eye, he agreed and stood one last time on the amvon to read that ancient, poetic-like text. 

Although he was weak-voiced, his passion and enthusiasm soon rendered forth those heartfelt, fourth century 

words with verve and gusto! This, in effect, turned out to be the last sermon he ever gave. 

Later, upon recalling this instance with his family, Fr. John’s son Tim said, “How apropos it was for Fr. John 

to have celebrated his first and last Pascha at St. Michael’s!” 

Personally I will miss Fr. John’s dry wit and humor, as well as the advice and 

wisdom he imparted. 

Father John is survived by his beloved wife of 61 years, Matushka Olga [Shuga] 

Klembara; his loving children Deborah Klembara, Timothy John [Patricia] Klem-

bara, and Naomi [Bob] Reilly; and grandchildren Rachael, Zachary, Noah, Na-

than, Bobby, and Danny. He is further survived by his brother-in-law, Archpriest 

Stephen [Matushka Emily] Shuga. He was predeceased by his brother, Michael 

and his wife Anne Klembara, and his brother-in-law, Archpriest Andrew Shuga 

and his wife Matushka Mitzi. 

May the Kingdom of Heaven be his! May his Memory be Eternal! 

Fr. John Memorich 
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