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“Yet even now,” says the Lord, “return to me will all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, 

and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 

(Joel 2:12-13) 

There once was a very wicked man who lived a terribly vile, worthless, self-absorbed life. He seldom, if ever 

attended church, never prayed, cared little for those around him, and thought only of his own selfish pleasure 

night and day. 

Then one day as he was walking past the cemetery, he suddenly heard the loving voice of his dead mother call-

ing to him from beyond the grave. It wasn’t that he actually heard her voice in his ears, as much as it was a 

strange kind of ethereal call from deep inside his own heart. Softly she beckoned him to enter the cemetery, 

and when he stood before the large granite cross that marked where she lay, he suddenly realized that there 

was very little time left in which to live. Then his whole sinful life began flashing before his eyes and he was 

forced to contrast his utter reckless abandon with the extreme piety of his deceased mother’s righteousness. 

Tears gushed down his face as he fled the cemetery in horror and immediately sought out the sanctuary of a 

church in which to pray. There he begged the priest to hear his confession and, through a flow of never-ending 

tears dripping into his handkerchief, sincerely confessed his sins unto God and then suddenly dropped dead 

right at the priest’s feet. 

The surprised priest then witnessed a very awesome and mysterious thing. Immediately upon his death, a 

group of little, dark, evil looking creatures surrounded the body – holding in their hands papers listing all of 

the dead man’s sins. Yet, off to one side stood a radiant angel – the man’s own guardian angel – who was 

weeping and praying for the man’s soul. 

These little devils then took all of their papers and placed them on one side of a very large scale that appeared 

to “weigh” the life deeds of the dead man. The scales were immediately tipped to one side because of the 

heaviness of his many sins and the little dark creatures began to laugh and rejoice that another prize would 

soon grace their master’s subterranean domain. 

However, before these creatures could actually take the man’s soul away with them, the guardian angel went 

near where the dead man lay and picked up the handkerchief. The angel then placed this tear-soaked piece of 

cloth upon the other side of the scales. Miraculously the balance was dramatically shifted by the weight of the 

tiny handkerchief and the little black devils cried out in anguish. The guardian angel then picked up the dead 

man’s soul and carried him to paradise where not only God, but his mother was awaiting his arrival. 

This wonderfully illustration proves that it is never too late for any of us to repent and change our life; nor is it 

wrong to weep over the shamefulness of our sins. Therefore, since we are well within the Season of the Great 

and Holy Fast, perhaps now is the best time for us to enroll in what Fr. Alexander Schmemann called, the 

“School of Repentance;” learning to acknowledge our guilt, weep over our sins, and find new life through 

God’s every-loving mercy and forgiveness. 

Very Rev. Fr. John Memorich  
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FRIDAY NIGHT BOOK CLUB 
Thank You to all of our Book Club members who hosted meet-

ings during the 2017 year! We are excited to announce our 

meeting dates for 2018, as well as the titles of the books.  

May 11 – The Letter by Kathryn Hughes 

July 20 – Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng 

September 21 – Along the Infinite Sea by Beatriz Williams 

November 16 – Leaving Time by Jodi Picoult 

Please join us (men can join too!) It’s a great way to start the New Year, by 

trying to read more!! 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to David & Thomas Visocky who were each awarded their 

St. George Scout Award today. The St. George's Award is the highest youth 

award achievable in the Senior Scouts section of the Baden-Powell Scouts' 

Association. The Medal of St. George is awarded to those Cub Scouts who 

study and complete a program about the Orthodox Christian faith.  

PRE TEEN 
Pre Teen will meet on Friday, March 16 in the Gym following the Akathist. 

We invite all families with children between 4 and 10 years old. Contact 

Maryann Deyling at 330.81330174 or email msgnkpg@yahoo.com.  
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Educator/Professional of the Year: Natalie Tesar, Second Grade 

Teacher at Eastview Elementary School in Avon Lake 
Our own Natalie Tesar recently won an award as 

Educator/Professional of the Year from Con-

necting for Kids. The article from The Villager 

Newspaper says: 

As a Second Grade Teacher and Build-

ing Advisory Team Member at Eastview 

Elementary School in Avon Lake, Nata-

lie Tesar has quickly proven to be one of 

the building’s strongest educators and 

leaders. She has excelled in the class-

room and in all roles presented to her. 

This devotion and hard work is the rea-

son her students perform so well. She is 

student-centered, plans instruction to 

meet her students’ individual needs and 

uses technology to engage and empower her students. Tesar always goes above and beyond for her stu-

dents. She provides them with materials they need for class, shows them that she cares, and finds the 

positives in every student she has. Tesar displays all the professional and personal traits that make her a 

quality educator. She is professional, caring, builds strong relationships with others, and remains calm 

under stressful circumstances. 

Congratulations Natalie! 

FOR I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU FED ME 
Please remember through Lazarus Saturday, we will be collecting food donations for St. Herman’s House of 

Hospitality. There is no better way to serve the Lord than to help those in need. We appreciate your generosity 

in assisting this wonderful project during Great Lent. We will be collecting items in the back of the church.  

PEROGIE ROLLERS & PINCHERS! 
The month of February, we will be making perogies to sell at the Woodside Craft Fair in March. We 
need help March 12 and March 20 for Potato Peeling & Potato Balls starting at 3pm. March 13 and 
March 21 will be Rolling & Pinching starting at 9am. Please contact Mary Jane Lucak at 440.526.9696 
to tell her when you are available to help. Thank you!  

March 21st Lenten Dinner 
If anyone is able to bring a Lenten dish to the dinner on Wednesday, March 21, following Pre-
Sanctified Liturgy, please contact Kathy Paulsen at 216-281-5217 or paulsenkathy@hotmail.com. 

JR R CLUB UPCOMING NEWS 
Any youths interested in playing basketball for the church please contact Cheryl Andrews or Nick Memorich. 

Practices are Saturday mornings in the gym. Also, the Jr R Club is collecting onion peels/skin for Pascha eggs. 

There will be a bin in the church basement starting Sunday February 25th. Finally, SAVE THE DATE Friday 

April 13th , the Jr R Club will be Hosting their Annual Basket "Ball" in the shanty/gym. Tickets will be 

on sale starting Sunday March 11th.  
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Guidelines for Receiving Holy Communion at an Evening Presanctified Liturgy: 

For those who wish to receive the Sacrament at an evening Presanctified liturgy, there are three ways in which 

to prepare, depending upon your personal abilities. 

Ideally one is expected to keep a complete and total fast (no food or drink) for the entire day and then par-

take of a light Lenten meal following the service. 

If one is unable to keep such a rigorous fast, you may eat a small, fast-worthy breakfast (such as tea and 

toast), but have no further food or drink until after that evening’s liturgy. 

If one is unable to keep either of the previous two formats, it is permissible to eat a very light Lenten meal 

at noon and then begin the fast (no food or drink) with rigor. This third option, however, should not be 

considered the norm, but rather the exception, and is generally practiced only by the weak, infirm, or 

very aged. 

If you have further questions or concerns you may contact me personally for bring them up during Confession. 

Fr. John  

EXTRA LENTEN SERVICES 
Because Great Lent is predominately a penitential season and a time of increased awareness of God through 

prayer, besides Wednesday evening Presanctified Liturgies, Friday night’s Akathist, and the three Saturday 

Memorial Divine Liturgies, this year I am adding a number of opportunities for parishioners to come, pray, 

and meditate quietly in church. • Psalter for an Hour: on Monday mornings, come and listen to the ancient 

Psalter chanted as you sit quietly and reflect. Or, if the spirit should move you, come and help chant during this 

time. • Small Compline: on Tuesday and Thursday evenings, Small Compline will be read, which lasts about 

15 minutes. Then Confessions will be heard. A great way to prepare for ones’ confession. • Sixth Hour: On 

Friday’s at noon – the traditional time of the Sixth Hour – we will read this short service which, coincides with 

the day and time that Jesus was nailed to the Cross – and also allow opportunities for Confessions. Make this 

year’s Lenten Journey a success by taking advantage of these extra times to gather and pray in church, as well 

as, to come and confess your sins.  

AWAKE, O MY SOUL 
Why do you sleep? Awake, my soul, 

Or you will not be able endure. 

So open the Psalter of David 

And repent before the Judge. 

- "My God, my God, have mercy on me 

According to Thy great mercy, 

And according to the multitude of Thy mercies, cleanse 

My transgressions." 

I remembered my past life,  

- Not born of enviousness. 

Move away, stormy waters, 

Run away, soul, from evil. 

Give, O Lord, to my soul 

The repentance of David, 

Through the prayers of the Mother of God, 

Through the prayers of all the saints. 

COMMUNION FOR SHUT-INS Please contact the Church Office to schedule Fr. John to come 

give communion to those who are shut-ins or unable to make it to Church.  

I opened the old book, 

I covered my shoulders with a mantle, 

And in the words of repentance 

Before the icons I prayed: 

- "I was brought forth in iniquity, 

in sin did my mother conceive me, 

Wash me, make me clean, 

And I shall be whiter than snow!" 

Great was your sorrow, David, 

And great the consolation. 

You repented before the Lord, 

And the Lord forgave you. 

- "Create in me a clean heart, 

God of my salvation 

Turn away Thy face from my sin, 

Do not turn away from me." 

(a poem by Hieromonk Roman [Matyushin]) 
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ORTHODOX ETIQUETTE: ON MOVING ABOUT IN CHURCH: 
In traditional Orthodox Churches there is no permanent seating, for our worship – predicated upon being in the 

presence of God – calls for one to stand in awe before our Creator. And being that there were no pews, this 

also allowed for a free-flowing mobility for the congregation to participate in liturgical expression. 

In America, however, due to heavy Protestant influence, the majority of our parishes gradually began to incor-

porate permanent seating or pews into their churches during the 1930s, 40s, and 50s. Although we still stand 

for a vast majority of the service, this allowed people an opportunity to at least sit and listen during the ser-

mon. Over time, a kind of “when to stand” and “when to sit” system developed, which often varies from parish 

to parish. 

Yet there are still guidelines set down for us as to when it is not proper to enter, leave, or roam about during 

the Divine Liturgy. Here is a brief list of times when one should not enter, leave, walk around, place candles, 

blow out candles, take collections, etc. 

At the time of the Small or Little Entrance with the Gospel Book. 

During the reading of the Epistle Lesson or the Gospel Lesson. 

During the Homily or Sermon. 

During the singing of the Cherubic Hymn and the Great Entrance with the Holy Gifts of bread and wine to 

be offered to God for the Eucharist. 

During the singing of the Eucharistic Canon (from the Creed and “Mercy of Peace…” through the “Hymn 

to the Theotokos” (“It is truly meet….”). This is the most Sacred and solemn portion of the Liturgy 

and deserves all of our attention and prayer. 

During the singing of the “Lord’s Prayer” and the “Priest’s Communion.” 

During the prayer before Holy Communion: “I believe, O Lord, and I confess…” 

Fr. John 

February 4, 2018 was Scout Sunday.  Scout leader Joseph Supina and boy scouts Matthew and 

Brian Supina and David and Thomas Visocky all wore their uniforms to show their pride in the 

Boy Scouts. Steven and Xavier Visocky are also crazy about Scouts! 
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Test Your Knowledge – Great Lent 2018 

1)  In the Gospel of St. John, Christ exclaims: 

a. “I am the Truth.” 

b. “You want the truth? You can’t handle the truth!” 

c. “What is truth?” 

d. “True that!” 

e. “I am the Gospel Truth!” 

2)  Prior to Great Lent we should… 

a. make sure to eat and enjoy ponchki and/or other foods we plan on giving up 

b. reflect upon what we want to accomplish during the Great Fast 

c. meditate upon our sinfulness and prepare to make a good confession 

d. take stock in how far we are from God and strive to move closer to Him 

e. all of the above 

3). The phrase from liturgy, “Holy things are for the holy,” reminds us that:  

a. none of us should dare approach the chalice to receive Holy Communion 

b. taking Communion makes us holy 

c. we are God’s children: a Chosen Race and Royal Nation and thus, a holy people 

d. only the clergy are really holy 

e. only those who have prepared for Communion are holy 

4) The term ‘holy’ literally means: 

a. to be sprinkled with holy water 

b. to be prayed over and touched with a Bible 

c. to be separated 

d. to be a member of a church 

e. to be hand picked by God to be sinless 

5) The verse from Ecclesiastes which states, “Cast your bread upon the waters” means: 

a. that it is our Christian obligation to feed fish and water fowl alike 

b. that we must take a chance and spread our faith in order for it to come back to us 

c. that we should not eat bread that is dipped in water 

d. that we should eat bread that is dipped in water 

e. that man does not live by bread alone 

6) The Psalter is: 

a. a book containing the Psalms of David  

b. A book with Psalms divided into a series of groupings or “kathisma” for daily use 

c. a person who puts salt on everything 

d. a special subdeacon responsible for bringing salt to the bishop 

e. both a & b 

7) The name “Jesus” is literally: 

a. an English/Latin/Greek transliteration of the Hebrew name “Joshua” 

b. a name that should never be used as a curse word 

c. a name before which all should bow 

d. a name which means “savior” 

e. all of the above 

8)  Which one of these is NOT a euphemism used by Jesus Christ? 

 a. “I am the Light of the world” 

 b. “I am the Bread of Life” 

 c. “I am Living Water” 

 d. “I am the Walrus” 

 e. “I am the Good Shepherd” 
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9)  In the Early Church: 

 a. everyone wore vestments 

 b. no one wore vestments 

 c. some people wore vestments 

 d. only clergy wore vestments 

 e. none of the above 

10) The Liturgy of Preparation is called: 

 a. the Prothesis 

 b. the Prokeimenon 

 c. the Panikhida 

 d. the Proskomedia 

 e. both a & d 

11) Which one of these is NOT a Liturgy within the Orthodox Church? 

 a. The Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 

 b. The Liturgy of St. John the Theologian 

 c. The Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 

 d. The Liturgy of St. James 

 e. The Liturgy of St. Gregory the Theologian  

12) What does the word “Anaphora” mean? 

 a. Get up 

 b. Stand up 

 c. Stand up for your rights 

 d. Kneel down 

 e. Lift up 

17) A priest cannot be forced to reveal someone’s confession unless: 

a. the moneys good enough. 

b. law enforcement officials require him to do so. 

c. the court issues a writ of habeus corpus.  

d. it becomes a matter of national security. 

e. none of the above 

18). Clerical vestments are worn by Orthodox Bishops, Priest, and Deacons because: 

a. wearing of vestments was ordered by God (Exodus 28). 

b. they serve to designate or “set apart” those who are called to the priestly office. 

c. they provide a means of “covering” the sinful nature of the individual. 

d. vestments help mask the frailty of the priest’s human nature and transfigure him as the one who imparts the 

grace of Christ through the Holy Priesthood, shifting the congregations’ focus from the man to the servitor. 

e. all of the above 

19) In the Gospels, Christ says that all sin is forgivable except: 

a. sinning against ones parents. 

b. sinning against the clergy. 

c. sinning against the Holy Spirit. 

d. sinning against the Church. 

e. sinning against Christ. 

20) When we sing “Alleluia,” we are actually saying:  

a. nothing… it is simply a series of nonsensical syllables like “zip-a-dee-doo-dah.” 

b. “Praise the Lord!” 

c. “Praise God!” 

d. “Lord, have mercy!” 

e. “Praise God joyously!”                     (answers on page 12) 
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EMAIL ADDRESSES 
The Church office is continuing to collect email addresses for our parishioners. If you currently do not receive 

Archangels, Bulletins or other email communication, we don’t have your email address. Please help us con-

tinue to keep our records current and provide us with an updated email address. Send them to 

info@stmichaelscleveland.org. We currently have 115 parishioners who receive email communication and we 

THANK YOU for that, saving us on printing and postage!  

DID YOU KNOW? 
As you are all aware, each month, you receive a pack of envelopes to be used for your monthly donations. 

Many parishioners have opted out of the envelope program, and rather, have their financial institution send 

their donation directly to the church (monthly, weekly, etc.). This helps the church save on printing & postage 

for these envelopes. To learn more, or if you are interested in stopping your monthly envelopes and setting up 

a direct payment – contact Phil in the church office.  
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“For I was sick and you visited me…” 
Great Lent is a time in which we are to be actively growing and maturing in faith. We pray, fast, and read Holy 

Scripture in an effort to seek greater communion with God…and as we do, we also begin to see our own sin-

fulness in the Light of Christ. This is why our Lenten Journey is not replete without meditation, self-

examination, taking stock of our sin and the bewailing thereof through Confession.  

Yet the Great Fast beckons us to also think of others. This is why charity and almsgiving have long been a 

component of the season. And just as our Lord warned in His parable about the Last Judgment, the visiting of 

the sick, the elderly, and those in nursing homes is part of your responsibility as Christians. Therefore, below 

please find a listing of those parishioners who are in nursing homes and I would encourage you to challenge 

yourself to visit one or more during this Holy Lenten Season – for your own sake, as well as theirs. Let this be 

an aspect of your own Christian ministry as you work out your salvation here on earth. 

Fr. John  

BOHURJAK, Margaret 

Brookdale Medina South 

100 Highpoint Drive, A-6 

Medina, OH 44256 

330-409-4188 (facility) 

CHERNESKY, Catherine 

Brookdale Medina South 

100 Highpoint Drive, C23 

Medina, OH 44256 

330-721-7229 

GRIM, Marlene 

Royal Oak Nursing & Rehab 

6973 Pearl Rd 

Middleburg Heights, OH 

440-884-9191 

HOPKOSKY, Margaret 

The Oaks of Brecksville 

8757 Brecksville Rd 

Brecksville, OH 44141 

440-546-0643 

KOCHAN, Dorothy 

St. Mary of the Woods 

35755 Detroit Road Apt. 301 

Avon, OH 44011 

440-937-2951 

KOCHAN, Michael 

Parkside Villa 

7040 Hepburn Road 

Middleburg Hts., OH 44130 

440-260-7626 

KORMOS, Evelyn 

East Park Care Center 

8 East Park Circle #120-1 

Brookpark, OH 44142 

216-267-7229 

LAZAR, Donald 

Laurel Lake Retirement 

200 Laurel Lake Dr. Apt G-204 

Hudson, OH 44236 

330-528-6266 

LIBERTIN, Nicholas & Mary 

Governor’s Village 

280 North Commons Blvd. 

Mayfield Village, OH 44143 

(Nicholas – Room #101) 

(Mary – Room #314) 

MIKULICZ, Alexandra 

Independence Village Senior 

Living  

505 S. Chillicothe Rd., Apt. 265 

Aurora, OH 44202 

330-995-3712 

SBROGLIA, Natalie 

Aristocrat Berea 

255 Front Street 

Berea, OH 44017 

440-243-4000 

SUPRA, Barbara 

East Park Retirement Com-

munity 

6360 Elmdale Road #605 

Brookpark, OH 44142 

216-898-3703 

SUTYAK, Joseph & Betty 

730 N. Spring Road #221 

Westerville, OH 43082 

USTAFINSKI, Sue 

c/o Mrs. Edie Cymbal 

9575 Creawood Forest 

Drive 

Waite Hill, OH 44094 

440-821-4336 

PARISHIONERS LIVING IN NURSING HOMES 
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Sunday of 

Orthodoxy 

February 25, 

2018 
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AMAZON SMILE 
Do you frequently shop on Amazon? Now, all of that shopping can help benefit our 

church – as we are now signed up with Amazon Smile – a program in which Amazon 

will donate 0.5% of your purchase to the charity of your choice.  Archangel Michael Or-

thodox Church is registered as an approved charity.  Visit smile.amazon.com, use your 

Amazon login credentials, search for our church name and start shopping!  It’s that easy.  

For more information, call the church office and Phil can help you through it!  

ANSWERS: 

1) – A. (St. John 14:6) 

2) – E. All of these are aspects of preparing for the Great Fast 

3) – C. God considers us holy 

4) – C. The word holy literally means that which is separated or “set apart” 

5) – B. As a matter of faith this is akin to, if you don’t try, you won’t succeed. 

6) – E. The Psalms make for wonderful reading for Lent. They are the “life-blood” that pumps throughout all of 

our structured services and worship.  

7) – E. The name Joshua is Hebrew means “savior” 

8) – D. I just throw that one in there for Beatles fans. 

9) – A. In the Early Church everyone who attended wore a special white robe (baptismal garment) akin to the 

“Wedding Garment” Christ utilized in His parable. Through time, this practice fell out of style and now only the 

clergy retain the wearing of that ancient vestment – along with an assortment of others. 

10) – E. Prothesis and Proskomedia both mean “preperation.” 

11) – B. St. John the Theologian is the writer of the Gospel of John. 

12) – E. Anaphora is a Greek word which, literally means “to lift up.” 

13) – D. And although we tend to see varying aspects of the other answers, everyone approaching the chalice 

should fold their arms across their chest. This is the most traditional posture for receiving the Eucharist. 

14) – D. Synoptic comes from the Greek word synoptikos meaning, a “similar or general account from the same 

point of view.” 

15) – A. And if you haven’t done so already, the next time we advertise prosphora baking come, lend a hand, 

and see how its made! 

16) – C. (Hebrews 11:1) 

17) – E. Within the Sacrament of Repentance there exists a “seal” between you, God, and your Spiritual Father. 

Therefore, no priest can be compelled to reveal a penitent’s confession under any circumstances. 

18) – E. Vestments serve all of these purposes. 

19) – C. (Matthew 12:31-32; Luke 12:10). This so-called “unforgiveable sin” is the utter rebellion against God 

that denies Him as the doer of His Own acts. 

20) – Either C or E. Alleluia is actually the anglicized version of the Hebrew word Hallelujah. Singing Hallelu-

jah or Halleluyah literally means “praise God,” and is derived from two words: the verb hallelhu, meaning “to 

praise” or “to give praise,” and the noun Jah (from Yahwey or Jehovah), meaning “God.” It should be noted, 

however, that an explicit connotation of “exuberance” exists within its original form that does not necessarily 

carry over in translation. Therefore, the most accurate definition might be rendered as, “Praise God joyously!”  

Important Dates for 2018 

Pascha - April 8 

Ascension - May 17 

Pentecost - May 27 

Apostle's Fast - June 4 

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS 
The new 2018 Karpey / Matolyak / Hudak Scholarship 

application has been uploaded to the church website. 

Applications are due by April 15, 2018. Any ques-

tions, please contact Larissa Young.  
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 “Searchin’ for light in the darkness of insanity.” 

(Nick Lowe: Peace, Love, and Understanding)  

At the time of the Sixth Hour (or Twelve noon for us). Our Lord’s physical sufferings were not even close to 

being over. He had just dragged his cross through the streets of Jerusalem to the place where He would be cru-

cified – Golgotha. He had already endured inconceivable physical and emotional agony, but His spiritual suf-

ferings were just about to begin. 

Nails were driven through His hands and His feet. The nails passing through His flesh would have been in 

close proximity to the median nerves, causing acute spasms of pain to shoot through the Lord’s body. The 

muscles of His body would be cramping from dehydration and from being forced to remain in such an unnatu-

ral position for so long a time. These spasms would have caused His back, which had been lacerated from the 

scourging, to painfully writhe against the hard, rough-hewn wood. A raging thirst would have gripped our 

Lord. We cannot even begin to imagine the agony He endured that day as He died for us on the cross. 

We are told that “there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour.” In a sense, after humanity 

had abused and shamed the Son, God the Father turned out the lights. This was not an eclipse of the sun. That 

would not have been possible at the Passover, which was held just after a full moon. This was not a natural 

darkness, it was a supernatural darkness. It also appears that this darkness was not worldwide, but that it was 

localized in Israel. 

Why did God cause this darkness to fall upon Israel the day Jesus died? I want to offer a few possible reasons 

for this. 

1). One reason has to do with the people around the cross. For three hours they have laughed, mocked and 

stared as Jesus Christ hung in nakedness and shame on the cross. Now, God brought about a dense darkness to 

prevent them from seeing what He was about to do to His Son. What Christ was about to endure was so holy 

that sinful humanity was not worthy to even look upon it. 

2). Another reason has to do with ancient prophecy. The Prophet Amos warned of the coming judgment of 

God against the sinfulness of Israel. In Amos 8:9, the Lord said this, “And on that day, saith the Lord God, I 

will make the sun to go down at noon, and darken the earth in broad daylight.” 

Throughout the Bible, darkness is associated with the judgment of God. In Exodus 10:21-23, God sent dark-

ness upon the land of Egypt as a sign of His coming judgment. The Egyptians worshiped a god named “Ra”. 

He was the “sun god”. God extinguished his power. 

Jesus said that His second coming would be announced by darkness, Mark 3:24-25. In those days, the sun will 

not shine, the moon will not give its light and the stars will fall from the heavens. It will be a time of judgment. 

When the darkness fell on Israel that day, God was signaling that the judgment of that nation was at hand. 

 3). A third reason has to do with the curse of sin. The lost are held captive in the darkness of their sins, Eph. 

5:8; Col. 1:13. Jesus entered the very darkness of sin that we might be brought out of darkness into “His mar-

velous light,” 1 Pet. 2:9.  

The darkness that covered Israel lasted for three hours. As far as we know, the darkness silenced the people 

around the cross. For three hours, there was little sound or movement. At the end of that time, from the depths 

of that oppressive darkness, Jesus cries, “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” 

To understand why Jesus made that terrible cry, we need to understand what was happening during those three 

hours of darkness. While Jesus hung on the cross that day, the sins of those who would be saved were trans-

ferred to Jesus Christ. As Paul would later write in 2 Cor. 5:21, “For our sake He hath made Him to be sin 

Who knew no sin, so that we might become the righteousness of God. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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While darkness covered the nation of Israel that day, our Lord, Jesus Christ – the King of Glory – was plunged 

into the greatest darkness He had ever known. The holy, sinless, Lamb of God literally became sin on that 

cross. Peter would put it this way, “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to 

sins, should live unto righteousness: by his wounds you have been healed,” 1 Pet. 2:24. 

Consider what this means. It means that every lie, every murder, every act of revenge, every aborted baby, 

every word of blasphemy, and every evil deed committed by all those who would ever be redeemed by His 

blood was placed on Him. It means that all the pride, all the hatred, all the sexual sin, all the immorality, all the 

wickedness and all the ungodliness of His people was placed on Him. It means that every rape, every molesta-

tion, every injustice, and every evil thought or deed ever committed by those He would redeem was placed on 

Jesus. 

Can you imagine how this must have repulsed His holy soul? Here is a man Who cannot sin. He was born 

without a sinful nature and He had no desire for, or impulse to commit sin, ever! Here is a man Who is accus-

tomed to holiness and righteousness. Now, all the sins of His Bride are placed on Him. The spiritual agony Je-

sus endured that day far outweighed any physical torment He might have suffered. 

When that transaction was made on the cross, God the Father focused all of His wrath against sin into the body 

of His Son. God judged Him as if He were every one of those who would come to Christ. God treated Jesus as 

if He were a murderer, a rapist, a whoremonger, or a blasphemer. In that moment of time, Jesus suffered the 

greatest agony of Hell itself. He suffered separation from the presence of His Father! 

By the way, the greatest pain of Hell will not be the fire. It will not be the thirst. It will not be the gnashing of 

teeth. The greatest agony of Hell will be eternal separation from Almighty God, 2 Thes. 1:8-9. 

When Jesus cried “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabach thani? Or My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” Some 

of the people near the cross thought He was calling on Elijah. An ancient Jewish legend said that Elijah would 

come to the aid of righteous Jews in their hour of need. One of them gave Jesus a drink of vinegar, which was 

a weak, tart wine that was said to take away thirst better than plain water. Jesus took this drink, because it did 

not have the narcotic myrrh in it. The people thought they might see a miracle that day. They thought that 

Elijah might show up and save Jesus. 

When Jesus cried like He did, He was not calling on Elijah. Jesus was quoting Psalm 22:1, but He was doing 

more than that! He was signaling that He had been judged in the place of sinners and for sin! Mark tells us in 

verse 37, that He “cried with a loud voice, and gave up the spirit.” John tells us what He cried. John 19:30 

says, “When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and 

gave up the spirit.” 

The phrase “it is finished” translates the Greek word “tetelestai”. It was a common word that had many mean-

ings in that society. The primary usage had to do with two parties coming together in agreement on a price. 

When an agreement had been reached that mutually satisfactory, they parties would say “tetelestai”. It meant, 

“the deal has been struck and both parties are satisfied.” 

When Jesus went to the cross, He went to satisfy God. Jesus did not die to pay the devil. Jesus died because, 

“the wages of sin is death”, Rom. 6:23. Jesus died because the only way we could ever be free was for an in-

nocent man to give His life in our place. That is what Jesus did! 

He took our sins upon Him and He was judged in our place. He died when He knew the Father was satisfied. 

That is why the Bible says Jesus is “the expiation for our sins”, 1 John 2:2. 

The death of Jesus on the cross of Calvary was the ultimate expression of God’s love for the lost, Rom. 5:8; 1 

John 4:10. Jesus Christ died in physical and spiritual agony to save His people from their sins. He did it not 

because we deserved it, but because He loved, and loves us so much; and because He – who is all Goodness – 

simply could not stand to see His own creation lost forever to the power of evil. 

Fr. John 
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