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Feast of the Ascension of our Lord 
When announcing his gospel, we often refer to the Apostle John as the “Theologian,” be-

cause his gospel contains not only the teachings of Jesus Christ, but a great deal of theo-

logical knowledge which allows us to “know God.” 

If we were going to ascribe a moniker to the Evangelist Luke, it’s safe to say that we 

could refer to him as “The Historian.” This is because his gospel and his Book of Acts 

included a great deal of historical information and data that few of the others do.  

At the beginning of St. Luke’s gospel he made it a point to record such events as the An-

nunciation, Elizabeth & Zachariah conceiving, as well as our Lord’s Nativity birth within 

the context of its historical setting. Luke continues that same preciseness and attention to 

detail at the end of our Lord’s earthly ministry by recalling the place of the Ascension – at 

Bethany, its date – 40 days after the resurrection on Pascha, and emphasizes the presence 

of eyewitnesses – “before their very eyes” (Acts 1:9): thus making the Ascension a very real event of history. 

Yet some are puzzled as to why Jesus waited around on Earth 40 days after his resurrection, but that period is no 

accident. Jesus had endured the Devil’s temptation for 40 days in the wilderness at the beginning of his public min-

istry, but now the tables were turned. During that period Jesus triumphantly paraded his victory over the Devil and 

all his works. During this time, the conqueror of death displayed his supremacy before his faithful followers so that 

they might share in the joy of his victory.  

However, there is another practical reason. Those 40 days of his appearing after the resurrection were of immense 

value to the believers for they established the reality of Christ’s Resurrection. A single sighting of the risen Christ 

may have been open to question, but His continuous encounters with His disciples and others would remove the 

doubts of even the most skeptical and assure them of his power and authority. 

The Ascension must always remain a mystery in the sense that it’s beyond the scope of human experience. It takes 

us into the realm of the supernatural. It happened very simply and quickly. The Master and his followers were gath-

ered on the slopes of Olivet. When Jesus had delivered his farewell message to the disciples he lifted up his nail-

scarred hands in blessing. Then his body commenced to rise supernaturally, and a cloud bore him out of their sight. 

What a fitting end to his earthly ministry! 

It’s not surprising that the supernatural should be evident at his departing for it was equally present in his birth and 

resurrection. Just as in the case of the resurrection, some would deny a literal Ascension because it’s considered 

unscientific. But it must be said that these problems are in the minds of scholars rather than in the hearts of Chris-

tians. There’s the objection that it would be impossible for a body to rise against the law of gravitation but this 

overlooks the fact that in the resurrection body of Christ higher laws were in operation. Think of an aircraft stand-

ing on an airport runway. It weighs many tons and is firmly clamped to the ground by the force of gravity. It can’t 

possibly fly! That is until the power of the jet engines are turned on and the laws of aerodynamics come into their 

own, proving that there is a force which can overcome gravity. So it was with the Lord Jesus. Just as death and the 

grave could not hold him when his Father raised him from the dead in a glorified body, so the Earth could not hold 

him when the time came for him to return to his Father. 
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FRIDAY NIGHT BOOK CLUB 
Thank You to all of our Book Club members who hosted meet-

ings during the 2017 year! We are excited to announce our 

meeting dates for 2018, as well as the titles of the books.  

May 11 – The Letter by Kathryn Hughes 

July 20 – Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng 

September 21 – Along the Infinite Sea by Beatriz Williams 

November 16 – Leaving Time by Jodi Picoult 

Please join us (men can join too!) It’s a great way to start the New Year, by 

trying to read more!! 

Transitions 

Gifts From God:  

Baby Boy, Alexander James Weizer, son of Christopher and Sarah, born 
March 23, 2018. 

Baby Girl, Holly Marie Hayes, daughter of Andrew and Anna, born March 
30, 2018. 

Baby Boy, John Joseph Mindala III, son of John and Angel, born April 10, 
2018. 

Baby Boy, Finnian George Roush, son of Michael and Kathryn, born April 
25, 2018. 

As Many Have Been Baptized Into Christ:  

Alexander James Weizer, son of Sarah and Chris Weizer, born March 23, 
2018, baptized May 6, 2018. 

May God Grant them Many Years! 

Blessed is the Way in Which Thou Shall Walk Today, O Soul: 

Deborah Ambris, died May 1, 2018, buried May 9, 2018. 
Memory Eternal! 

The baptism of Alexander James Weizer 
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Bible Quiz 
1). What was created on the first day of creation? 

2). Who built the ark? 

3). Who had a coat of many colors? 

4). Who drew water from a rock? 

5). In which book of the Bible are wise sayings by Solomon? 

6). In which book is the “Sermon on the Mount” found? 

7). In which book are songs to be sung with stringed instruments? 

8). What are the names of the three men thrown into the fiery furnace? 

9). What are the names of Noah’s three sons? 

10). Traditionally, what are the names of the three Wise Men? 

Bonus: What is the name of the three-man musical group who, as brothers and Orthodox Christians really had 

an “Mmmm-Bop” of a hit.                                                                                              (answers on page 5) 

HEALTH HINT 

E. Coli-Romaine lettuce 
Most people infected with E. coli develop diarrhea that can be bloody, severe stomach cramps, and vomiting. Most peo-

ple recover within 1 week. Some infections are very mild, but others are severe or even life-threatening. 

Do not eat or buy romaine lettuce unless you can confirm it is not from the Yuma, Arizona growing region. 

Product labels often do not identify growing regions; so, do not eat or buy romaine lettuce if you do now know where it 

was grown. 

This advice includes whole heads and hearts of romaine, chopped romaine, baby romaine, organic romaine, and salads 

and salad mixes containing romaine lettuce. If you do not know if the lettuce in a salad mix is romaine, do not eat it. 

Kristen Dotson RN 

Not long ago I watched a re-run of the old 60’s TV classic, “Batman,” 

when this interchange occurred between the two main characters. Robin, 

ever amazed at Batman’s seemingly encyclopedic brain, said: “Gee Bat-

man, is there anything you don’t know?” 

To which the Caped-Crusader humbly responded: “Why, yes, Robin; 

several things in fact.” 

What makes this statement so humorous is that no one can possibly know 

so much that only a few things remain unknown to them. Even Shake-

speare’s Hamlet attests to the near-infinite vastness of knowledge saying, 

“There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreamt 

of in your philosophy.” 

Between the time of Christ’s Resurrection and His Glorious Ascension, the scriptures teach that Christ opened the 

minds of the apostles and, “beginning with Moses and all the prophets, He interpreted to them in all the scriptures the 

things concerning Himself” (Luke 24:27). 

Learning is said to be fundamental, meaning it is crucial, key, and necessary – even essential and integral – to our life; 

ever coupled to the ability of the brain to grasp and hold material. Yet we can never fill our brain to capacity.  

Loving God entails a desire to learn about Him, His Teachings, and His Church. So please visit our parish library and 

read about the Orthodox Faith, the lives of the Saints, and about Holy Scripture. If you need to, you can always ask Fr. 

John’s advice for a good book that will help you to grow and mature in the Faith. 
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The Cathedral of Christ the Savior - Part I: Thanksgiving 
On the northern bank of the Moskva River, a few hundred meters southwest of the Kremlin, sits the Cathedral of 

Christ the Savior (Храм Христа Спасителя). Towering over one hundred meters tall and with a massive footprint, 

it is, most likely, the largest Orthodox church in the world. The history of this magnificent cathedral is one of 

thanksgiving, tragedy, and ultimately, triumph. It is a story that few outside of Russia are fully aware of, and cer-

tainly bears our closer study. 

Our story begins on 24 June 1812. On this day, Napoleon Bonaparte and his "Grande Armee" of over 600,000 sol-

diers crossed the Neman River and invaded Russia. Surely you remember your high school history - the Russians 

were forced into a retreat and used a "scorched earth" policy to deny the invaders any sustenance from the land. Na-

poleon and his forces struck deep into the Russian heartland and even occupied Moscow for over a month. How-

ever, the occupation of Moscow was, at best, a Pyrrhic victory for Napoleon. He failed to engage the Russian army, 

and Tsar Alexander I refused to negotiate with him. With supplies running low, and winter on the way, Napoleon 

was forced to withdraw from the city. His retreat from Russia is seen as one of the great military disasters of all 

time - one that saw only about 20,000 of his troops survive the campaign. 

On 25 December 1812, as Russia celebrated Christ's Nativity, the last stragglers of Napoleon's Grande Armee were 

driven across the Nemen River and out of Russia. As thanksgiving to God and to honor the victorious Russian 

army, Tsar Alexander I signed a manifesto ordering the construction of a new cathedral in Moscow dedicated to 

Christ the Savior. 

It was to take the next five years for work on the cathedral project to actually begin due to site selection, planning, 

and various architectural proposals. Finally in 1817, Tsar Alexander I endorsed the plans of Aleksandr Vitberg for a 

rather fancy Neoclassical design. A site was chosen on the Sparrow Hills between the Smolensk and Kaluga roads. 

The cornerstone was laid and blessed on 12 October 1817, and construction work began. Unfortunately, the Spar-

row Hills site proved to be unfeasible for such a large construction project due to unsteady ground and a high water 

table. The site had to be abandoned and construction was put on hold. 

Meanwhile, Tsar Alexander I died on 19 November 1825 without any heirs to succeed him. Because of this, the 

throne fell to his younger brother Constantine. Constantine refused the throne, and because he was out of the coun-

try at the time, his official refusal was delayed by some days. This meant that his younger brother Nicholas finally 

succeeded to the throne as Nicholas I on 14 December 1825. On that same day, the Decembrist Revolt took place. 

With the confusion of succession followed by a violent revolt, building projects were hardly at the top of Nicholas's 

"to do" list during the early years of his reign. Furthermore, he greatly disliked Vitberg's Neoclassical design that 

had been favored by his brother. Instead, he commissioned his favorite architect, Konstantine A. Ton, to create 

completely new plans. Ton's Russian Revival design was approved by the Tsar in 1832. The new cathedral was to 

be modeled after the ancient Russian churches built in the style of Byzantium, but with a more regular shape and 

lighter form. The actual prototypes of the cathedral included the Dormition and Archangel Cathedrals of the Krem-

lin, Donskoy Cathedral in Moscow, and the Church of the Ascension in Kolomenkoye (Moscow). The exterior fa-

cade also paid homage to St. Isaac Cathedral in St. Petersburg. 

Tsar Nicholas I personally chose a new site for construction on the bank of the Moskva River near the Kremlin and 

convened a Special Commission for the Construction of the Cathedral in 1837. Unfortunately, the chosen site was 

already home to the Alekseyevsky Convent and Church of all Saints. These buildings were dismantled and moved 

to Sokolniki before excavations for the cathedral's foundation could begin. Because of this, the cornerstone was not 

laid and blessed until 10 September 1839. 

Construction was to last for over forty years through not only the reign of Nicholas I, but also those of his succes-

sors Alexander II and Alexander III. Metropolitan Philaret of Moscow and Kolomensk (now Saint Philaret, feast 

19Nov.) blessed and oversaw most of the planning and construction until his repose in 1867. The actual construc-

tion was undertaken by Prince Dmitri Golitsyn, who was the governor-general of Moscow, and the Special Com-

mission. 

The lower level walls were completed in 1841 and the arches to support the main cupola five years later. The rest of 

the walls were done by then as well, and work began on the roof and cupolas. The main cupola was completed in 

1849 using a new gold electroplating technique. The exterior scaffolding was removed in 1860 allowing the people 

of Moscow to see the Cathedral in all its glory. The installation of a bronze balustrade on the roof was completed in 
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1862. Exterior landscaping including the riverbank and surrounding squares, along with exterior lanterns reached 

completion in 1881. 

Meanwhile, interior work progressed as well. Numerous members of the Russian Academy of Arts painted the fres-

coes. After twelve and a half years of work, these too were completed in 1881. The Royal Doors for the iconostas 

were designed by Count Fyodor Tolstoy (Leo's cousin, once removed) also employing the new gold electroplating 

technique that had been used on the main cupola. Over 1,000 square meters of Carrara bianca marble plaques were 

installed on the lower walls. These plaques listed the commanders, regiments, and battles of the Patriotic War of 

1812. 

The great Russian composer Tchaikovsky was commissioned to write an overture with the Cathedral's completion 

in mind. The plan was for his famous 1812 Overture to be performed in the square in front of the Cathedral. A 

brass band would accompany the full orchestra, and the Cathedral's bells, along with those of other downtown 

churches would play the "zvons" on cue. Cannons set to the side would be fired from an electric panel for the thun-

derous climax. The author extends his apologies to music lovers for what he is about to say - this performance 

never happened. The coordination of numerous churches' bells along with electronically fired cannons was overly 

ambitious for that era. Furthermore, the tragic assassination of Tsar Alexander II on 1 March 1881 put a damper on 

any celebratory plans. The Overture did receive its debut the following year on 20 August 1882. Ippolit Altani con-

ducted the orchestra which was under a large tent in front of the still unfinished Cathedral. No church bells or can-

nons were used. 

The Great Consecration of the Cathedral of Christ the Savior took place on the Feast of Ascension, 26 May 1883. 

The Saint Nicholas and Saint Alexander Nevsky chapels, located in the upper gallery, were consecrated on 12 June 

and 8 July respectively. From this time on, regular services were conducted in the Cathedral. The Cathedral became 

the church in Moscow to celebrate all important church and civic events (except coronations). These included the 

500th anniversary of the repose of Saint Sergius of Radonezh, the 100th anniversary of the War of 1812, the 300th 

anniversary of the Romanov dynasty, and the dedication of the memorial to Alexander III in the nearby square. 

Yes, all seemed to be well. Even then however, storm clouds were beginning to gather on the horizon, and the Ca-

thedral, along with the entire Orthodox Church, and Russia itself, was headed on a collision course with tragedy. 

To be continued... 

Author's Note: All dates given in this article follow the Julian calendar. 

Tim Hanchuk 

ATTENTION GRADUATES 
High School, Vocational School, College and any other institution of Higher Learning – please submit a photos of 

yourself to Pat Hanchuk for the bulletin board, before Sunday, June 3rd. All of our graduates will be honored on 

Father’s Day, Sunday, June 17. See or call Pat at (440) 885-4671 with any questions! 

Answers: 

1). Light 

2). Noah 

3). Joseph 

4). Moses 

5). Proverbs 

6). Matthew 

7). Psalms 

8). Shadrach, Meshach, & Abedneggo 

9). Shem, Ham, Japheth 

10). Gaspar, Balthasar, & Melchoir 
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Photos include  
cleaning the church 

on Holy Saturday, the 
First Confession class, 

and Pascha 
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Christ Is 

Risen! 
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