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Saints….People to Emulate 
It has often been said that imitation is the highest form of flattery, and it is quite common for us to look at those 

whom we admire and attempt to emulate their behavior. For better or worse, professional athletes, celebrities, po-

litical figures and military leaders more often than not become “Role Models” for those of us who have not 

achieved such notable status. Yet how many of these lead lives contrary to the Gospel teachings? How many have 

no moral compass? How many get involved in drugs, have affairs, or spend foolishly and become bankrupt? 

The best possible role models, however, are provided for us by the Church itself. The countless men and women 

who are revered as Saints (“Holy Ones”) exhibited Christ-like qualities during their lives. They imitated the Lord 

and adhered to His teaching, all-the-while attaining a degree of holiness and sanctity in the process. 

Saints make excellent role models, and this is precisely why the Church “canonizes” them. To canonize means to 

set forth as a measure (canon means “ruler” in Greek), as in “how do we Measure up to them?”  

Although we have a vast catalogue of officially recognized saints, on the first Sunday after the feast of Pentecost, 

we pay homage to all those saints who are unknown to us – and to those who are known only to God; those count-

less martyrs whose names and lives are not recorded or put forward by the Church (as well as those many pious 

individuals who lived the life of Christ unobtrusively in their own little cor-

ners of the world!).  

As the Psalmist testified, “God is wonderful in His Saints!” and if we could 

simply follow their example, it is entirely possible that WE, one day, might 

also serve as role models for others! 

Very Rev. Fr. John Memorich 

Experience the Orthodox Christian Church: nothing new;  
nothing trendy; nothing novel.  We don't chase after the  

latest fads by which to worship, nor do we treat our  
House of Worship as a common theater.  

We are the Ancient, Holy, New Testament Church  
unchanged since its inception on the  

Feast of Pentecost over 2000 years ago. 
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Joan Benny, Helen Gaborick  

and Patricia Patrick, labeling 

the 

50
th

 Anniversary of the Eulogy  

given for Robert F. Kennedy 

by his brother Ted Kennedy on June 8, 1968 
Your Eminences, Your Excellencies, Mr. President: 

On behalf of Mrs. Kennedy, her children, the parents and sisters of Robert 

Kennedy, I want to express what we feel to those who mourn with us today in 

this Cathedral and around the world. 

We loved him as a brother, and as a father, and as a son. From his parents, 

and from his older brothers and sisters -- Joe and Kathleen and Jack -- he re-

ceived an inspiration which he passed on to all of us. He gave us strength in 

time of trouble, wisdom in time of uncertainty, and sharing in time of happi-

ness. He will always be by our side. 

Love is not an easy feeling to put into words. Nor is loyalty, or trust, or joy. 

But he was all of these. He loved life completely and he lived it intensely. 

A few years back, Robert Kennedy wrote some words about his own father 

which expresses [sic] the way we in his family felt about him. He said of 

what his father meant to him, and I quote: 

"What it really all adds up to is love -- not love as it is described with such 

facility in popular magazines, but the kind of love that is affection and re-

spect, order and encouragement, and support. Our awareness of this was an 

incalculable source of strength, and because real love is something unselfish 

and involves sacrifice and giving, we could not help but profit from it." 

And he continued, 

"Beneath it all, he has tried to engender a social conscience. There were 

wrongs which needed attention. There were people who were poor and 

needed help. And we have a responsibility to them and to this country. 

Through no virtues and accomplishments of our own, we have been fortunate 

enough to be born in the United States under the most comfortable condi-

tions. We, therefore, have a responsibility to others who are less well off." 

That is what Robert Kennedy was given. What he leaves to us is what he 

said, what he did, and what he stood for. A speech he made to the young peo-

ple of South Africa on their Day of Affirmation in 1966 sums it up the best, 

and I would like to read it now: 

There is discrimination in this world and slavery and slaughter and starva-

tion. Governments repress their people; millions are trapped in poverty while 

the nation grows rich and wealth is lavished on armaments everywhere. 

These are differing evils, but they are the common works of man. They reflect 

the imperfection of human justice, the inadequacy of human compassion, our 

lack of sensibility towards the suffering of our fellows. But we can perhaps 

remember -- even if only for a time -- that those who live with us are our 

brothers; that they share with us the same short moment of life; that they seek 

-- as we do -- nothing but the chance to live out their lives in purpose and 

happiness, winning what satisfaction and fulfillment they can. 

Surely, this bond of common faith, this bond of common goal, can begin to 

teach us something. Surely, we can learn, at least, to look at those around us 

as fellow men. And surely we can begin to work a little harder to bind up the 

wounds among us and to become in our own hearts brothers and countrymen 

once again. The answer is to rely on youth -- not a time of life but a state of 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/rfkcapetown.htm
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mind, a temper of the will, a quality of imagination, a pre-

dominance of courage over timidity, of the appetite for ad-

venture over the love of ease. The cruelties and obstacles of 

this swiftly changing planet will not yield to the obsolete 

dogmas and outworn slogans. They cannot be moved by 

those who cling to a present that is already dying, who pre-

fer the illusion of security to the excitement and danger that 

come with even the most peaceful progress. 

It is a revolutionary world we live in, and this generation at 

home and around the world has had thrust upon it a greater 

burden of responsibility than any generation that has ever 

lived. Some believe there is nothing one man or one woman can do against the enormous array of the world's ills. 

Yet many of the world's great movements, of thought and action, have flowed from the work of a single man. A 

young monk began the Protestant reformation; a young general extended an empire from Macedonia to the bor-

ders of the earth; a young woman reclaimed the territory of France; and it was a young Italian explorer who dis-

covered the New World, and the 32 year-old Thomas Jefferson who [pro]claimed that "all men are created equal." 

These men moved the world, and so can we all. Few will have the greatness to bend history itself, but each of us 

can work to change a small portion of events, and in the total of all those acts will be written the history of this 

generation. It is from numberless diverse acts of courage and belief that human history is shaped. Each time a man 

stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the lot of others, or strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny rip-

ple of hope, and crossing each other from a million different centers of energy and daring, those ripples build a 

current that can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and resistance. 

Few are willing to brave the disapproval of their fellows, the censure of their colleagues, the wrath of their society. 

Moral courage is a rarer commodity than bravery in battle or great intelligence. Yet it is the one essential, vital 

quality for those who seek to change a world that yields most painfully to change. And I believe that in this genera-

tion those with the courage to enter the moral conflict will find themselves with companions in every corner of the 

globe. 

For the fortunate among us, there is the temptation to follow the easy and familiar paths of personal ambition and 

financial success so grandly spread before those who enjoy the privilege of education. But that is not the road his-

tory has marked out for us. Like it or not, we live in times of danger and uncertainty. But they are also more open 

to the creative energy of men than any other time in history. All of us will ultimately be judged, and as the years 

pass we will surely judge ourselves on the effort we have contributed to building a new world society and the extent 

to which our ideals and goals have shaped that event. 

*The future does not belong to those who are content with today, apathetic toward common problems and their fel-

low man alike, timid and fearful in the face of new ideas and bold projects. Rather it will belong to those who can 

blend vision, reason and courage in a personal commitment to the ideals and great enterprises of American Soci-

ety. Our future may lie beyond our vision, but it is not completely beyond our control. It is the shaping impulse of 

America that neither fate nor nature nor the irresistible tides of history, but the work of our own hands, matched to 

reason and principle, that will determine our destiny. There is pride in that, even arrogance, but there is also ex-

perience and truth. In any event, it is the only way we can live. 

That is the way he lived. That is what he leaves us. 

My brother need not be idealized, or enlarged in death beyond what he was in life; to be remembered simply as a 

good and decent man, who saw wrong and tried to right it, saw suffering and tried to heal it, saw war and tried to 

stop it. 

Those of us who loved him and who take him to his rest today, pray that what he was to us and what he wished for 

others will some day come to pass for all the world. 

As he said many times, in many parts of this nation, to those he touched and who sought to touch him: 

Some men see things as they are and say why. I dream things that never were and say why not. (Note: above quota-

tion is from the Aeschylus, Bobby’s favorite poet) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_luther
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_luther
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08409c.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Columbus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Columbus
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/declarationofindependence.htm


4 The Archangel 

 

 

Transitions 

Gift From God:  
Baby Girl, Alecia Christine, daughter of Jeff Andrews and Rachael Mizak, born on May 24, 2018. 

May God Grant Her Many Years 

Blessed is the Way in Which Thou Shall Walk Today, O Soul: 
Dan Herberth, died May 6, 2018, buried May 15, 2018. 

Memory Eternal!  

FRIDAY NIGHT BOOK CLUB 
Thank You to all of our Book Club members who hosted meetings during the 2017 year! We are 

excited to announce our meeting dates for 2018, as well as the titles of the books.  

July 20 – The Letter by Kathryn Hughes 

July 20 – Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng 

September 21 – Along the Infinite Sea by Beatriz Williams 

November 16 – Leaving Time by Jodi Picoult 

Please note that book club will be reviewing two books for the July 20
th

 meeting (to be held at the parish 

home at 7pm). 

HEALTH HINT 

Palliative Care vs Hospice 
Palliative Care is a type of care focused on providing comfort and promoting quality of life. It is aimed to alleviate 

symptoms as well as providing the support needed to meet spiritual and emotional needs.  

Goals of Palliative Care Include: 

 Manage symptoms and enhance quality of life 

 Provide spiritual and emotional support 

 Alleviate suffering and treat ongoing pain 

 Provide options in advance for care planning 

There are several differences between Palliative Care and Hospice Care; however, there is a beneficial relationship 

between the two.  By definition, Palliative Care focuses on relieving symptoms that are related to chronic illnesses, 

such as Cancer, Alzheimer’s and Dementia, Stroke, ALS and other neurological diseases. Palliative Care can be 

employed at any stage of an illness; not just in the advanced stages. 

Hospice Care is also focused on symptom management, providing comfort and promoting quality of life, so it is 

palliative by nature. A key difference is the fact that with Hospice Care, the illness has progressed to a point where 

curative treatment is no longer desired or beneficial. Hospice Care supports the patient and their families while fo-

cusing on relieving symptoms, such as managing pain and providing comfort from fatigue, nausea, vomiting, anxi-

ety, insomnia, diarrhea, constipation or shortness of breath. 

Treatments options are not limited with Palliative Care and can range from conservative to aggressive or curative. 

Hospice Care treatments are limited and place an emphasis on pain management, symptom control, providing com-

fort and promoting quality of life. The goal is no longer to cure, but to promote comfort. 

Kristen Dotson RN 
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MEET OUR NEW FIRST FAMILY 
Ryun Louie, our new Church Council President, and the new Council members, were installed at the conclusion of 

the Divine Liturgy on Mother’s Day. Since many parishioners are not familiar with the Louie family, we thought 

an introduction would be nice. 

Ryun, 50, has been a career musician for 36 years and is a professional timpanist and percussionist, having studied 

under some of the best percussionists in the world, including Peter Erskine. He is the leader of the Ryun Louie 

Jazz Trio, has played in many jazz festivals across the country and performs in jazz and symphonic ensembles in 

the area.  

A native of Salt Lake City, Utah, Ryan attended the University of Utah and Carnegie Mellon University in Pitts-

burgh. He was the principal timpanist (kettle drums) of the South Dakota Symphony, served in the United States 

Air Force Band as principal percussionist, and was the main drum set player with the Heartland of America Band 

stationed in Omaha, Nebraska. 

He is currently working with the percussion programs in the Medina, Wadsworth, and Strongsville School Dis-

tricts, free-lances as a percussionist, hosts an annual summer percussion camp for students with his classical per-

cussion quartet, Pana Percussion, and maintains a full schedule of private students at Studio Louie based out of his 

home. 

Our First Lady, Denise, is employed by the J. M. Smucker Company in Orville, Ohio, as the Director of Enterprise 

Risk. A business undergraduate of the Ohio State University, she is a native of Lansing, Ohio, and attended St. 

Nicholas Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Church in Barton, Ohio. While living in Pittsburgh, she met her husband 

after a mutual friend suggested she audition for vocalist of the then newly-formed Ryun Louie Jazz Trio. (We hear 

that beautiful voice when she reads the Epistle and sings in our choir). She got the job and their perfect relationship 

began. 

Ryun has an interesting ethnicity. He is Chinese, Japanese and Hawaiian. He grew up as Mormon but did not prac-

tice the religion as an adult. So when the couple got engaged, they had a problem: they could not get married in the 

Orthodox Church because Ryun was not baptized. They married in 2001 in a Presbyterian Church, but Ryun was 

still interested in learning about Orthodoxy. Avid Internet fans, the couple encountered Beliefnet.com, a website 

about spirituality and various religions, and took the “Belief-O-Matic Test” to see what religion was a perfect 

match. As it turned out, 

Ryun’s  personal  views 

were more aligned with 

Orthodoxy than Denise, 

and so he decided to re-

ceive  instruction  in  the 

Orthodox  Faith  at  St. 

Mary  Orthodox  Church 

in Omaha. He was bap-

tized there fifteen years 

ago. 

Ryun, Denise, and their 

three children have lived 

in  Medina  for  12  yrs. 

They  like  the  Medina 

and  NE Ohio  area  be-

cause  it  is  so  family-

oriented.  Their  children 

have inherited the family 

musical talent.  

Hudson, 15, plays in the 

marching  band,  concert 
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Our New Board of Trustees 

band, and the high school jazz band at Medina High School. He is a 

WWII history buff, loves video games, and hopes to be a filmmaker. 

You see him as an altar server most Sundays. 

Olivia, 10, is a member of both the Glee and Bell Choirs at her school, 

and she has been singing with our church choir this year. Her biggest 

love is competitive dancing with The Dance House in Medina. Hip 

hop and lyrical are her favorite dance forms. She loves to read and has 

challenged herself to read a book a day. 

Lance, 8, plays piano and soccer. He is the most “animated” member 

of the family, always with a story to share. He just celebrated his first 

holy confession this year and sometimes joins his mom singing in our 

church choir too. His happy disposition has earned him the title “Mr. 

Smiley”. 

Ryun served as our vice president last year, and he is working with past president Michael Herzak to hopefully 

have a smooth transition. The top project on the president’s list is the Sunday School Program. Ryun feels that our 

children definitely need strong instruction in the faith to help them make correct choices when they begin their 

adult lives. Parents and teachers need to work closely together to have any success. 

In searching for a church, the family attended several Orthodox churches in the area until they found us six years 

ago. Archangel Michael seemed to be the “right fit”. We are so fortunate to have them as members of our church. 

We offer sincere thanks to past president Michael Herzak and first lady Paula for their many years of hard work 

and dedication to the church. We also ask everyone to support our new president and church council so that we 

may continue to keep Archangel Michael a special place to worship and a great parish family. 

Pauline Mehalik 

Steve Visocky, Vice President, is 

married to Monica and lives in 

North Royalton with their 4 chil-

dren—David, Tommy, Sarah and 

Xavier. Steve is a Geologist/

Project Manager for Leidos, Inc. 

Donna Tesar, Assistant Re-

cording Secretary, is a widow 

(Frank) with 3 grown children - 

Melissa, Becky and Phil (Natalie) 

and 1 grandchild.  She lives in 

Brooklyn Heights and works as an 

Administrative Assistant for 

Brooklyn Heights Fire Depart-

ment & Service Department. 

Darlene Dimitrijevs, Recording 

Secretary, is married to Len and 

lives in Broadview Heights. 

They have two grown children—

Ali and Tina and 2 grandchil-

dren. Darlene is a self-employed 

CPA and business consultant. 
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Sandy Turk, Financial  

Secretary, is married to Greg and 

lives in Westlake.  They have 4 

children - Greg, David, Nick and 

Christina. She is the Financial 

Director for the Village  

of Richfield. 

Susan Rigby, Assistant Financial 

Secretary, is married to David and 

lives in Parma Heights as a home-

maker.  They have 3 children - 

Anna Hayes, Sarah Page and Tho-

mas and 2 grandchildren.  

Cheryl Buranis, Assistant 

Treasurer, has 1 grown child - 

Jeffrey and lives in Parma.  She 

is a designer at Duffy’s Flowers, 

Massage Therapist at Healing 

Hands Massotherapy and works 

as a bartender at Woodside 

Event Center. 

Jeff Weaver, Treasurer, is mar-

ried to Belinda and they have two 

children - Matthew and Andrew.  

They live in Aurora and he is re-

tired from Nestle Corporation. 

Harvey Jackson, Trustee At 

Large, is married to Nancy and 

lives in Parma and is retired 

from Ford Motor Company. 

Nancy Jackson, Trustee At 

Large, is married to Harvey and is 

retired from Parma City Schools. 
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The Cathedral of Christ the Savior - Part II: Tragedy 
When last we left the story of the Cathedral of Christ the Savior, things were going well. Not only was the Cathe-

dral the center of church and civic events in Moscow, but it also became a center for learning. The assigned clergy 

were well-educated and experienced, and instituted a broad educational program. They collected an extensive li-

brary and organized educational excursions for the faithful. 

In addition to the assigned clergy, the Cathedral had 12 bell-ringers, a baker, and a Society of Horugv-carriers 

(Хоругвь) which were highly respected in Moscow. The choir numbered 52 singers and was directed by such well-

known composers as A.A. Arhangelsky and P.G. Chesnokov. 

However, the times were to change. With World War I raging across Europe, Russia entered the troubled year of 

1917. With the February Revolution, Tsar Nicholas II was forced to abdicate and was replaced by a provisional 

government. That fall, the October Revolution replaced the rule of the provisional government with that of Lenin 

and the Bolsheviks. Communism had come to Russia. By 1918, Russia was out of World War I and a bloody civil 

war burned across the country - one that would see the murder of Nicholas and his family, and ultimately a victory 

for Lenin and the communists. 

While these tragic events were unfolding, the Church was taking some actions of their own. On 15 August 1917, a 

local council was opened in Moscow, and our beloved Saint Tikhon (then Archbishop) was raised to the dignity of 

Metropolitan and elected chairman of the council. One of the primary concerns of the council was the restoration of 

the Patriarchate which had been abolished by Peter the Great in 1721. On 5 November 1917, following the Divine 

Liturgy and a Molieben in the Cathedral of Christ the Savior, it was time to elect the new Patriarch. The ballot box 

stood before the Vladimir Icon of the Mother of God. Three candidates had been selected and when a ballot was 

pulled, Metropolitan Tikhon became Patriarch. 

The communists and their policy of atheism began to increase their persecution of the Church in early 1918. On 2 

February, the Council of People's Commissars issued a decree separating church and state. This meant that priests 

and other clergy, who had been seen as government employees and thus received monthly government stipends, 

were now deprived of any means of support. Furthermore, all churches and monasteries, including all their posses-

sions, became state property. 

At this time, there was a very real possibility that the Cathedral of Christ the Savior, like so many other churches, 

would be closed. To make matters worse, the building itself was in need of numerous repairs because renovation 

work had not been performed for quite some time. In response to this, Patriarch Tikhon established the Brotherhood 

of the Cathedral of Christ the Savior. This group was led by Archpriest Alexander Khotovitsky and was tasked with 

protecting the Cathedral and preventing its closure. To do this, they collected money for building maintenance and 

to pay clergy something to live on. Another goal tasked to the Brotherhood was to "arouse zeal for the Orthodox 

Church and a feeling of love for the Motherland." Despite the extremely challenging circumstances, the Brother-

hood did remarkably well in their tasks for the short time they existed, but ultimately, their work was to be in vain. 

Lenin was evil. Stalin was worse. As he consolidated his rule over Russia after Lenin's death, he increased the gov-

ernment's anti-religious activities. Stalin despised the Cathedral of Christ the Savior. It was readily visible from his 

office in the Kremlin, a lasting reminder of the religion he was so brutally trying to repress. Furthermore, Stalin's 

economic plans required more funds than were available at the time. To find additional sources of revenue, Stalin 

tasked his government agencies with exploiting the monetary value of religious and historical monuments that had 

not yet been destroyed or "repurposed." The domes of Christ the Savior were plated with over 20 tons of gold! A 

report to Stalin called the Cathedral an "unnecessary luxury" and pointed out that the "withdrawal of the gold would 

make a great contribution to the industrialization of the country." Stalin made his decision. 

At high noon on 5 December 1931 a massive blast shook Moscow. The Soviets had begun their destruction of the 

Cathedral. They had foolishly believed that a single blast of high explosives would bring the building down. How 

wrong they were. After multiple blasts, the Cathedral was reduced to ruins but still stood. The Soviets had to resort 

to hauling the debris away with wrecking equipment and trucks, and it took more than a whole year to clear the site. 

All that eventually survived were some marble slabs from the walls that were used in nearby Metro stations, and 

some of the marble high reliefs that were preserved at the Donskoy Monastery. The Soviets actually filmed this ter-

rible act of sacrilege. One may find video footage of this on YouTube, although this author cautions that it is horri-
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ble and depressing to behold. 

Stalin's plan for the site was to construct a massive Palace of the Soviets. This grotesque monstrosity was to be 

taller than the Empire State Building and topped with a statue of Lenin. Construction began and a foundation and 

lower steel frame were built before work was halted due to lack of funds, the outbreak of World War II, and prob-

lems with the foundation flooding from the nearby Moskva River. As the war progressed and steel became in short 

supply, the frame was cut up and dismantled for the war effort. All that remained after the war was an empty foun-

dation filled with seepage water. How appropriate - the foundations for Stalin's "palace" of communism were just as 

unstable as the "foundations" of communism itself. Many engineers surmise that had the building actually been con-

structed, it would have collapsed, just as Soviet communism was eventually to collapse. 

So, the flooded foundation sat in the middle of Moscow serving no purpose for many years. During the so-called 

Khruschev thaw, plans were made to turn the site into an enormous swimming pool. From 1958 to 1960, the Palace 

foundations were cleared of rubble and an open-air pool was built. Called the Moskva Pool, it was the largest swim-

ming pool in the world with a diameter of just under 130 meters. A heating system was installed to keep the water at 

a comfortable 27º C for year-round use. Of course, heated water during cold weather caused a great deal of fog to 

hang around the pool. This led to numerous drownings because distressed swimmers couldn't be seen. It also made 

the pool a popular spot for clandestine meetings, since figures could disappear into the fog. Numerous crimes and 

even murders took place there as a result. 

What a sad and depressing story. The author apologizes for leaving events as such but can also promise the reader 

that this is not the end of the tale. Far happier and triumphant events are waiting to be told. 

To be continued... 

Author's Note: Dates used in this article up to 31 January 1918 follow the Julian calendar. Those after that date use 

the Gregorian calendar. 

Tim Hanchuk 
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ST. VLADIMIR’S CHURCH CAMP 
Camping season is right around the corner!  As always, our parish will pay half of the camp 
costs for our youth parishioners.  

• Younger Kids (Ages 7-11) – July 1-7 

• Sports Week (5th Grade – 12th Grade) – July 8-14  

• Older Kids (Ages 12-17) – July 15-21  

Contact Deacon Dan or Catrina Kovalak (Camp Directors) with any questions, or you can 
also visit www.stvladimirscampohio.com for more information! 


