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IN MEMORIAM
   IN THIS

ISSUE

On behalf of myself and the parish council of Archangel Michael Church, I would like 
to thank all those who called, sent cards, e-mails, texts, and/or personally expressed their 
sympathy to our parish community – along with all those countless people who worked 

so hard in such a short time and under such dire circumstances to bring this parish 
together as a true family in Christ. Your efforts definitely helped to assuage the pain and 

grief we all suffered, and brought support and encouragement to those in need.
Very Rev. Fr. John Memorich

Protodeacon Dennis & Matushka Helen Lucak

Taken far to soon, but we rejoice in the time they were given.  Their service 
and commitment to our parish and to the greater community of Cleveland will 
be their legacy….along with their unwavering “faith, hope, and love” (1st Cor. 

13:13) which touched us all!
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 This message comes with a devastated, heavy heart. The passing of Protodeacon 
Dennis and his wife Matushka Helen Lucak hit us with shock and terror this past month. 
It is hard in these moments to find the words and sort through 
the emotions that are part of the grieving and healing process. 
A start may be sharing the moments we had with this beautiful 
couple. I asked members of the church board to share a memory 
of the Lucaks, which follow.
• Mine is remembering how they both attended one of my 

jazz trio concerts. Our family had been members of this 
parish for only three years at the time. I had no idea that 
Deacon Dennis was an accomplished musician. They 
approached me after the concert and offered some very 
thoughtful compliments. In our subsequent conversations we always talked about the 
bands he used to play in and music in general.  

• Another board member offered how at least their last meal was surrounded with their 
church family. The church board, our deacons, and all spouses dined with Bishop Paul 
Saturday evening, November 10, at Carrie Cerino’s Restaurant.

• Dennis and Helen were kind, warm, and genuine. Deacon Dennis mentioned to us the 
night of our dinner at Carrie Cerino’s how we were a nice addition to the church. That 
certainly made us feel good.

• My best memories of Deacon Dennis were his warm greetings; anytime I would see him 
behind the altar, he would always come up to me with a smile and a handshake asking 
how I was. I was blessed to sit and talk with Deacon Dennis and Matushka Helen at this 
past Board of Trustees dinner we had with Bishop Paul. On his way out, we joked about 
how we have coincidently sat next to each other for the past few years at these dinners 
and how we looked 
forward to next 
year’s dinner. They 
were a very nice 
couple and good 
Christian examples 
for our parish. May 
their memory be 
eternal.

• What always 
impresses me is 
these individuals 
that demonstrate 
their strong faith 
and commitment to 
Christ that manifests 
itself through their 
involvement in the 
parish. They were 
examples to emulate. Dennis and Helen truly used the blessings God gave them. To me 
this is an inspiration to others. They may not formally go on a mission to bring others 
in our faith, but they help others become stronger in our faith. If I look at the years of 
service they demonstrated, I know they had an impact on others.

If we can take anything from this horrible time it is how strong we are as a parish. I would 
like to thank everyone who advised the Board on what to do and how to cope with everything 
that has happened. May their memory be eternal!

In Christ,
Ryun E. Louie

from the president

On Saturday, November 10, the Board of Trustees and their spouses, 
including Protodeacon Dennis, Matushka Helen, Deacon Dan & Matushka 
Catrina enjoyed a dinner at Carrie Cernino’s with His Grace Bishop Paul.  

This picture was taken hours before Protodeacon Dennis & Matushka Helen 
reposed in the Lord.



december 2018 3

BRIAN SUPINA

 My name is Brian Supina and I went on a journey where 
I backpacked a 223-mile section of the Appalachian Trail. The trip 
started at the Appalachian approach trail in Georgia and ended 
halfway along the North Carolina/Tennessee border at Newfound 
Gap. My best friend and fellow Eagle Scout Tommy LaPolla had 
set up the itinerary for the trip and asked me to tag along with him. 
I said yes and we both started the lengthy process of preparing.

 Our trip went for 24 days starting June 1st, 2018. We 
hiked an average of 10 miles a day, going from shelter to shelter 
and stopping to enjoy the many wonderful views along the way. The 

hiking was very tough 
on us in the beginning, 
but as the days went 
on it became easier. 
The Appalachian Trail 
is constantly going up 
and down in elevation. 
On average we would 
climb and crest at least 
two mountains a day. 
Regardless of where 
we were on the trail, 
we were rewarded with 
plenty of stunning views. 
The trail is surrounded 
by beautiful old growth 
forests and plenty of 
plant and animal life. The 
black bears left you alone 

and were easily scared away. However, the wild mice liked to hang 
around the camps and would boldly climb on and around you during 

the night if they smelled food. In North Carolina, I had a mouse 
nibble on my backpack in the middle of the night. Every morning 
I would complain about the mice and their nightly activities, and I 
subsequently received the nickname “Mouse” by my fellow hikers.

 The daily life on the trail was very simple and enjoyable. 
It was essentially just eating, sleeping and hiking. We would be 
continuously grazing throughout the day, having consumed around 
3500 calories or more by bedtime. We survived mostly on ramen 
noodles, tuna packs, peanut butter, granola bars, and plenty of light 
snacks. Almost all of the campsites along the trail had a shelter, 
tent pads, latrine, and a freshwater source. Some locations even 
had bear cables or boxes where you could securely hang or store 
your food so critters of all size couldn’t get to it. The shelters were 
small wooden or stone structures buried deep in the woods that 
could fit 8-12 people inside to sleep. We slept mostly in the shelters 
due to their convenience and comfort. We met dozens of wonderful 
people from all walks of life on the trail and at the campsites and 
grew many close bonds. Hiking the Appalachian Trail was full of 
wonderful memories and isn’t an adventure that I will soon forget, 
and I am very thankful for the opportunity to experience it.

FACES OF THE PARISH
GETTING TO KNOW YOUR FELLOW PARISHIONERS

We are looking for both new and longtime parishioners to volunteer to be featured in our FACES OF THE PARISH section.  Our main 
objective is not only to introduce new families to the parish, but to introduce our longtime members to our new families.  Please contact 

the church office at info@stmichaelscleveland.org to volunteer!

from the parish archives... 
Here are a few interesting statements taken from the original statutes of our church, written in 1922 and translated from the 
original Russian.  Wording might appear strange because of the literal translation, but many statutes are still followed today:

• Every parishioner must be in church by the tolling of the second bell and stand in Godly reverence and piety pray to the 
Lord.

• Who wants to place candles before the Holy Icons can buy these beforehand at the entrance, from the woman, and give 
them to the church curators so that he will place them in the designated place.

• During the Holy Divine Liturgy Service—it is not allowed to leave the church, to go outside or to the basement, only in 
case of illness or child crying.

• In church it is not allowed to talk and gossip and to interfere with the prayers.
• After the finish of the Divine Service, it is proper and decent to greet each other in a Christian manner with your friends and 

relations, and with love and brotherly manner converse and then in friendly and pleasant fashion disperse.
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PARISH NEWS
PHOTOS FROM THE ANNUAL ST. MICHAEL’S DAY BANQUET

Pat & John Sima and Harvey Jackson Jeff Weaver and Phil Wienclaw Joy Pfieffer, Barb Sheean & Nancy Jackson

Bishop Paul doing proskomedia before Liturgy The Great Entrance Clergy and Altar Servers

Steve Visocky, Nick Gaydos & Greg Mindala Bob Lucak & Bill Mehalik Lisa Lyon, Pat & John Bittner and Natalie Boyd

PARISHIONERS LIVING IN NURSING HOMES
Please see the list below of our parishioners living in nursing home facilities.  It’s always special to be remembered around the holidays, so please consider 
sending a warm holiday greeting as our Lord’s Nativity approaches.

Marlene Grim .................. Royal Oak Nursing & Rehab ............... 6973 Pearl Rd ......................................... Middleburg Hts., OH 44130 .... 440-884-9191
Dorothy Kochan .............. St. Mary of the Woods .......................... 35755 Detroit Road Apt. 301 ................. Avon, OH 44011...................... 440-937-2951
Michael Kochan .............. Parkside Villa ....................................... 7040 Hepburn Road ............................... Middleburg Hts., OH 44130 .... 440-260-7626
Donald Lazar ................... Laurel Lake Retirment ......................... 200 Laurel Lake Dr. Apt G-204 ............. Hudson, OH 44236.................. 330-528-6266
Nicholas Libertin ............ Governor’s Village ............................... 280 North Commons Blvd. Rm 101 ...... Mayfield Village, OH 44143
Mary Libertin .................. Governor’s Village ............................... 280 North Commons Blvd. Rm. 314 ..... Mayfield Village, OH 44143
Alexandra Mikulicz ........ Independence Village Senior Living .... 505 S. Chillicothe Rd., Apt. 265 ............ Aurora, OH 44202 ................... 330-995-3712
Natalie Sbroglia .............. Aristocrat Berea ................................... 255 Front Street ...................................... Berea, OH  44017 .................... 440-243-4000
Elizabeth Spiwak ............ Pleasantview Care Center .................... 6696, 7377 Ridge Rd. ............................ Parma, OH 44129 .................... 440-845-0200
Barbara Supra .................. East Park Retirement Community ........ 6360 Elmdale Road #605 ....................... Brookpark, OH 44142 ............. 216-898-3703
Joseph & Betty Sutyak .... Parkside Village Sr. Community .......... 730 N. Spring Road #221 ....................... Westerville, OH 43082
Ann Youshak ................... Briar Hill Health Care .......................... 15950 Pierce Street ................................ Middlefield, OH 44062 ........... 440-423-5787
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PARISH NEWS

A GIFT FROM GOD!
Joshua Joseph & Susannah Quidort Neilsen Born Oct. 26 - Parents Jeff & Marie Neilsen

AS MANY HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST!
Joshua Joseph & Susannah Quidort Neilsen Baptized on Nov. 24

God Grant Them Many Years!

BLESSED IS THE WAY IN WHICH THOU SHALL WALK TODAY, O SOUL!
Elsie “Lynn” Macko Reposed on Nov. 8, Buried on Nov. 12

Protodeacon Dennis & Matushka Helen Lucak Reposed on Nov. 10, Buried on Nov. 19

AROUND THE PARISH

BOOKSTORE: holiday ITEMs 
christmas gifts and stocking 
stuffers

As the holiday’s approach, our bookstore has 
a number of gift items or stocking stuffers 
for the special people in your life!  Plenty of 
children’s books, small icons, wall icons and 
other items are available!  Stop by today!

ST. HERMAN’S HOUSE FOOD DRIVE
Beginning on Sunday, December 2 and 
running through December 23, our parish 
will once again be collecting non-perishable 
food items to be donated to St. Herman’s 
House of Hospitality.  A van from St. 
Herman’s will pick up the items on Sunday, 
December 23 at  NOON following Liturgy 
so they have the donation in time for 
Christmas.

PRE-TEEN TOY & CLOTHING DRIVE
Pre-Teen is collecting toys (ages 3 and 
under), baby items and clothes (ages 2 and 
under) for our Christmas service project.  
The collection boxes will be in the vestibule 
of the church through the end of December.

SAMARITANS COOKIE PACKAGES
On Wednesday, December 12, the Samaritans 
will meet for their monthly project - this 
month will be packaging christmas cookies 
for our shut-ins.  Cookie donations are 
welcomed - and should be dropped off at 
church on Sunday, Dec. 9, or if you are able, 
no later than 9am on Wednesday, Dec. 12.  
Thank you in advance for your support!

PROSPHORA BAKING
We will be baking prosphora on FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 28 at Woodside starting at 
10:00 am.  Which children on Christmas 
Break from school, this is a perfect 
opportunity for them to participate in this 
event and of course, enjoy a pizza lunch!

GOOD OLE’ BOYS NYE LUNCH
All men of the parish are invited to gather 
for the Good Ole’ Boy’s New Year’s Eve 
Lunch at the Sand Trap Grill & Bar in North 
Royalton on December 31 at Noon.  Please 
RSVP to Ray Kogler.

CHOIR REHEARSALS SCHEDULED
Choir rehearsals are being held every other 
Thursday.  Upcoming dates include:
Thursday, December 13
Thursday, December 27

LUCAK PARASTAS
There will be a parastas following Liturgy 
on Sunday, Dec. 16 for Protodeacon Dennis 
& Mat. Helen Lucak.

THANK YOU
Dear Father John and all the parishioners of St. Michael’s,

On behalf of the families of +Protodeacon Dennis and +Matushka Helen Lucak, thank 
you all for the love, care and concern given to us at this difficult time. Your heartfelt 
support is an immeasurable comfort to us. Just as this is a tragedy for us, we know that 
it has also been a shock and tragedy for all of you, their spiritual family. Your presence, 
comforting words and prayers, the services led by His Grace Bishop Paul and Father John, 
the heartfelt singing of the choir, all reassure us of Christ’s triumph, and through Him of 
our triumph as well, over sin and death. Your breathtaking generosity through your gifts of 
flowers and donations and in providing for the many visitors with hospitality on Sunday 
and the memorial meal on Monday, moved us deeply. We are blessed beyond words to 
have such a truly Christian parish family. My mother, +Mary Lucak, always use to say 
“St. Michael’s: They know how to do it right!” You have all shown once again how right 
she was and how true that is. We ask that you keep them and us in your prayers, as you 
are all surely in ours.

Maribeth, Sara and the families of Pdn. Dennis and Matuska Helen

TUITION ASSISTANCE 
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE
The new 2019 TAP application is available 
now on the church website.  Completed 
applications are due to Larissa Young by 
January 31st, 2019.  All you need to turn in 
right now is the application.  Grades and tuition 
bills are due at a later date.  Any questions, 
please see Larissa Young.

THE LION KING 
ST. VLADIMIR’S CAMP & RETREAT 
CENTER FUNDRAISER

On Sunday, August 18, 2019, Disney’s 
The Lion King will be playing at 
Playhouse Square’s KeyBank State 
Theater at 6:30 pm.  We have 3 ticket 
price options for you to choose from, 
and all tickets must be purchased 
ONLINE using the link below.  A 
percentage of each ticket sold will 
benefit the camp.  Contact Becky 
Tesar at bjtesar@gmail.com or 
216.403.4070.  These tickets make a 
great Christmas gift!!

FOR TICKETS, VISIT
http://groupmatics.events/group/

StVladimirs
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Cheryl Andrews
Jeffrey Andrews
Rosemary Andrews
John & Rosemary Antel
Christine Arkutik
Helen Arkutik
Mary Arkutik
Marie Bartlett
Joan Benny
Michael & Patricia Bittner
Dan & Therese Bohurjak
Gregory Bohurjak
Michael & Sandra Bohurjak
Lisa Burton
Andrew Buswell
Marianne Buswell
Richard Chamberlin
Steven & Janelle Chamberlin
Lois & Leonard Colagrossi
Maryann Deyling
Len & Darlene Dimitrijevs
Walter Dimitrijevs
Kristen Dotson
Andrea Dwenger
George & Joanna Farragher
Raymond & Barbara Fetcenko
Fran Foster
Julianne & Glenn Foster
Helen Gaborick
W. John & Patricia Gaborick
Gregory Gaydos
Mary Ann Gaydos
Michael Gaydos
Nicole Gaydos
Tim & Paula Gaydos
Tina Geffert
Sharon Glagola
Ethan Hahn
Jared Hahn
Greg & Heather Hanchuk
Pat Hanchuk
Anna & Andrew Hayes
Thomas & Elizabeth Herberth
Dan & Kristy Herzak
Michael & Mary Herzak
Ruth Ann Herzak
Linda Hilbert
Jessica Hudeck
John & Darlene Hudeck
Mike & Erma Kalinich
Kathryn Kallay
Martin & Anne Kallay

Sandy Klein
Noah & Jennifer Klembara
Anthony & Gayle Klich
Dorothy Kochan
Raymond Kogler
Robert Kogler
Michael & Kathleen Kormos
Nick & Dawn Kormos
Margaret Kostura
Robert & Kathy Kovalak
Stephan & Kristen Kovalak
Karen Kowalchik
Helen Ksenyak
Irene Kuchta
Ashley Longa
Andrew Longa
Ryun & Denise Louie
Maribeth Lucak
Lisa Lyon
Bob Macko
David Macko
Mickey Macko
James & Barbara Mates
Daniel & Sandy Mehalik
Haley Mehalik
Hannah Mehalik
Jacob Mehalik
Jim & Jean Mehalik
Jim & Lisa Mehalik
William & Pauline Mehalik
Alex & Sally Meklus
Fr. John & Jani Memorich
Marina Memorich
Paige & Thomas Merrill
Carol Milla
Greg & Sarah Mindala
John & Kathy Mindala
Nancy Misichko
Ronnie Misichko
Martha Musil
Patty & Gregory Muzic
Mike & Tanya Niezgoda
Mary Jane Patrick
Patricia Patrick
David & Joy Pfeiffer
Elizabeth Pfeiffer
Rick & Monica Polcen
Mary Quidort
Philip Quidort
Fritz & Catherine Radwanski
Deborah & Andrew Ramsay
Samantha Ramsay

Stephen Ramsay
Bob & Naomi Reilly
David & Susan Rigby
Matthew & Ann Roach
Ralph Robinson
Daniel & Olga Sabula
Suzanne & Dennis Schlekie
Christia Schutt
Joseph & Helen Sekerak
Gerald & Beverly Severns
Johnny & Pat Sima
Nicholas & Jackie Sipko
Steve Strongosky
Joseph & Elizabeth Supina
Barbara Supra
Becky Tesar
Donna Tesar
Melissa Tesar
Phil & Natalie Tesar
David & Helen Thomas
Cindy Toncic
David Turk
Gregory & Sandy Turk
Nicholas Turk
Martin & Sandra Uhrina
Edward & Karen Visocky
Margaret Voloschuk

Scott & Marie Wallace
Jeff & Belinda Weaver
Sarah & Chris Weizer
John Wheller
Phillip & Judi Wienclaw
Shirley Yerega
Ryan & Larissa Young
Kimberly Zacharyasz
Bill Zubenko

STEWARDSHIP

2018 FINANCIAL UPDATE
(as of November 27, 2018)

TOTAL PLEDGE UNITS FOR 2018 .......................................211
AMOUNT PLEDGED ................................................$250,949.00
AMOUNT RECEIVED ..............................................$227,981.00
2018 PLEDGE BALANCE ..........................................$35,489.00

(Total pledge units are those members who turned in a pledge card 
for 2018.)

GIVERS WITH NO PLEDGE ....................................................46
2018 NON-PLEDGE GIFTS ........................................$19,968.00
(Givers with no pledge are those members who did not turn in a 
Pledge Card for the 2018 year, but have given some donation in 
2018 that was counted as a pledge.)

NOTES
79 of the 211 pledge units have been fulfilled for this year, and 40 
of those 61 have donated above and beyond their pledge amount.

132 pledge units have not yet been fulfilled in 2018.

2019 pledge campaign AS OF TUESDAY, NOV. 27

$200,497 pledged
140 pledge units

2019 pledge cards received
(as of Nov. 27, 2018)

If you have questions, you 
may contact Stewardship 

Committee Chairman, Bob 
Kovalak, at 440-842-6639 or 

bobk7@cox.net
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parish youth UPDATE
“Let everything take second place to our care of our children, our bringing them up to the discipline and instruction of the Lord. If from the 

beginning we teach them to love true wisdom, they will have great wealth and glory than riches can provide.”
St. John Chrysostom

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
CHRISTMAS BREAK

Sunday School classes will be canceled 
on Sunday, December 23 and Sunday, 
December 30 for Christmas Break.  Classes 
will resume on Sunday, January 6.

YOLKA PRACTICE
Following Divine Liturgy on Sunday, 
December 9, the Sunday School will 

hold a Yolka rehearsal and practice.  A 
pizza lunch will be served for those in 

attendance.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS YOLKA
Our annual Christams Yolka will be held on 
Sunday, December 16 at Woodside.  Parents 
- please let your child’s teacher know if they 
plan on participating in this event.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
Pre-K .......Maryann Deyling & Monica Visocky
K / 1st .......................Mat. Catrina Kovalak
2nd..................................Kathleen Kovalak
3rd .......................................... Liz Herberth
4th ................................... Stephen Kovalak
5th .......................................... Pat Hanchuk
6th ..........................................Mary Herzak
7th, 8th 9th ......................Dn. Dan Kovalak
10th, 11th, 12th ................... Tim Klembara

Church School Co-Superintendents
Stephen Kovalak & Pat Hanchuk

 Under the direction of Sarah 
Mindala and a team of volunteers, our Pre-
Teen group had an incredible turnout for 
the November Pre-Teen Pony Party: 21 
kids including three guests accompanied 
by 16 adults. Due to muddy conditions, 
we moved the event to the Shanty but the 
kids still got to enjoy pony rides courtesy 
of Pony Tales Farm (located in Columbia 
Station) and our singing cowboy leading us 
through renditions of “Home on the Range” 
and other favorites. Everyone enjoyed 
vegetarian chili, cheese quesadillas, snacks, 
and hot cider. It was wonderful to see our 
kids, and frankly the parents, bonding with 
big smiles in fellowship.

 Going forward, we plan to host all 
of our Pre-Teen events on the first Friday 
of the month, continuing with a Christmas 
Celebration at Mike and Mary Herzak’s 
home. Friends are always welcome to join 
us at these events.

 You can find more information about this and upcoming events not only in the 
church bulletin but also in a private Facebook group entitled “Archangel Michael Pre-
Teens.” We provide details as soon as they are known about all upcoming events and 
discuss ideas for our youth on that page. You can RSVP to the events and get a feel for 
other attendees. 

 Finally, we are polling Pre-Teen parents right now on Facebook to rename the 
group to better reflect the changing age range of the kids. Our current Pre-Teen group 
welcomes kids and guests from toddlers up to age 9 since Jr R Club is now open to kids 
10 and older. We hope to see you on First Fridays!

pre-teen update

 On Sunday, November 11, His Grace Bishop Paul blessed four senior altar 
servers to wear the orarion: Jason Pfeiffer, Bobby Reilly, Nikolai Kovalak, and Hudson 
Louie.  In advance of this, each of the altar servers completed a course taught by Fr. John, 
in which they learned the proper way to serve with a heirarch.  We are blessed that Bishop 
Paul is able to make an annual visit to our parish, and we have a number of altar servers 
who are knowledgable and experienced with serving when a heirarch visits.  AXIOS!

four altar servers receive blessing from his grace 
bishop paul 

Joe Kormos, Lance Louie & Connor Noll

Matt & Philip Roach

Jason Pfeiffer, Bobby Reilly, Bishop Paul
Nikoalai Kovalak & Hudson Louie



The Archangel8

DECEMBER 
 BIRTHDAYS 

 
1 ................................................. Mary Arkutik 
1 ............................................Michael Schmidt 
1 ................................................ Helen Arkutik 
2 ............................................... Haley Mehalik 
2 ................................... Alexander Chamberlin 
3 ................................................ David Pfeiffer 
5 ...................................................... Bob Lucak 
5 ....................................... Rosemary Andrews 
5 ........................................Darlene Dimitrijevs 
5 ........................................... Christine Arkutik 
6 ......................................... Marianne Kormos 
7 ....................................................... Ted Kirsh 
8 ................................................... Elise Miklos 
9 ................................................... Tim Gaydos 
9 ..................................................Daniel Longa 
13 ...................................... Candace Ropchock 
14 ................................................... Holly Cook 
16 .......................................... Elizabeth Sutyak 
17 ................................................... Ligia Yurch 
20 .............................................. Dawn Kormos 
24 .................................................Philip Roach 
26 ...................................... Fr. John Memorich 
26 .............................................Kristen Dotson 
28 ................................................. Ethan Hahn 
28 .................................................. Sarah Cook 
28 ..................................... Kristine Chamberlin 
28 .............................................. Tim Klembara 
31 ................................................ Brian Supina 
31 ............................................. Marina Miklos 

 
DECEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES  
 

We have NO wedding anniversaries in the 
month of December

ST. JAMES PRAYER LIST 
DECEMBER 

 
WITH CHILD 

Dan & Kristy Herzak, Steven & Kristina (Dimitrijevs) McNees 
Dakota & Sarah (Rigby) Page, Eric & Sofia (Memorich) Smyczek 

HEALTH 
Alex Abraham 
Robert Andrews 
Jamie Arrango 
Ella Baciak 
Ann Bakich 
Terri Baranich 
Jennine Basham 
Adriana Belt 
Joan Benny 
Mary Benyo 
Josh Bertemes 
Cyndi Betancourt 
Kathy Billings 
Leon Borsuk 
Alex Boyd 
Michael Brodie 
Andrew Buswell 
Andre Carter 
David Cehlar 
Paul Choma 
Joanne Curtis 
Eve Dimitrijevs 
Walter Dimitrijevs 
Angela Delemitas 
Stano Faragas 
John Gaborick 
Mary Ann Gaydos 
Ted Geletka 
Robert Glosik 
Allan M. Hamula 

Luke Hanchuk  
Lori Kall 
Martin & Anne Kallay 
Mat. Laryssa Hutnyan 
Kathy Jacob 
Daniel Hornik 
Leisa Howey 
Robert Kane 
Karen Keefer 
Karen Kirsh 
Marilyn Kirsh 
Joseph Kocab 
Judy Kormos 
Marianne Kormos 
Sam Kuchta 
Karl Kuhlenschmidt 
Mike Kurnick 
Annette Lapso 
Donald Lazar 
Dr. Jim Lazor 
Helen Lembke 
Denise LoVullo 
Michael Lucak 
Robert Lucak 
David Macko 
Juliana Matusiak 
Lori McIntee 
John Mehalik 
Sandy Mehalik 
John Memorich 

John Michalczyk 
Carol Milla 
Larry Murphey 
Mark Nestor 
Kathy Nestor 
Kristina Polcen 
Gust Poulos 
Danny Range 
Scott Rasey 
Bob Rawlins  
Helen Ropchock 
Jeffery Schlekie 
Christia Schutt 
Mat. Suzanne Senyo 
Don Singel 
Lindsay Smith 
Elizabeth Spiwak 
Rueben & Jane Strohs 
George Strongosky 
Barbara Supra 
Elizabeth Sutyak 
Melissa Tomberlin 
Donna Waters 
John Wheller 
Mary Jo Weihrouch 
George Zolgus 

SERVING IN ARMED FORCES 
Jon Farragher, Jacob Stankiewicz 

MEMORY ETERNAL 
Elsie Macko, Protodeacon Dennis Lucak, Matushka Helen Lucak 
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MAR
 22

ALL SHOWTIMES 7:30 PM - $15 PER PERSON
FOR TICKETS, VISIT WWW.WOODSIDEEVENTCENTER.COM
all shows 21 & over.  Full Bar & Food Menu AVAILABLE ALL EVENING.  SEATING IS FIRST-COME, FIRST SERVED.  DOORS OPEN AT 6:30 PM.

THE BUCK NAKED BAND
TRIBUTE TO MODERN COUNTRY

LAFLAVOUR
ALL THE HITS FROM THE 70’S TO TODAY!

THE SOUL MEN
A BLUES BROTHERS TRIBUTE

THE mccartney project
AMERICA’S #1 TRIBUTE TO PAUL MCCARTNEY,

THE BEATLES & WINGS

jersey
THE BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN TRIBUTE BAND

moving in stereo
A TRIBUTE TO THE CARS

out of eden
A TRIBUTE TO THE EAGLES

with  just one look - tribute to linda rondstadt

THE DIAMOND PROJECT
A TRIBUTE TO NEIL DIAMOND

cleveland’s breakfast club
CLEVELAND’S #1 MOST REQUESTED ROCK TRIBUTE TO THE 80’S

FRIDAY NIGHTS - JANUARY 18 THROUGH MARCH 22
SOME SHOWS WILL SELL OUT QUICKLY - GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

Woodside Event Center
5025 E Mill Rd.
Broadview Heights, Ohio 44147

info@woodsideeventcenter.com
440.526.9696

come see some of the area’s best bands!   #WOODSIDELIVE!

/woodsideeventcenter

(Lineup Subject to Change)
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If you look carefully at almost any traditional Orthodox icon of 
the Nativity, you will notice that the crib in which the baby Jesus 
is laid is depicted as a tomb, and the swaddling clothes resemble 
a burial shroud. We read in 
the Gospel (Matt. 27:57–60) 
that Joseph of Arimathea takes 
the body of the crucified Jesus 
and buries it in a “new tomb” 
- a tomb in which no one had 
been laid before. The Church 
makes a comparison between 
the virgin womb and the virgin 
tomb, between the cave in 
which Christ is born and the 
grave from which He rises 
again....

Why is there such similarity 
between these two apparently 
very different feasts: the 
one a joyful celebration of 
life, the other a sorrowful 
commemoration of death? In both instances the Church invites 
us to consider the same paradox. On Great and Holy Friday, the 
paradox is how can God, who is eternal – who has no end, be put 
to death? On Christmas Eve, the paradox is how can God, who is 
eternal – who has no beginning, be born?

God entered the world in order to take on the fullness of human 
existence, which means not only the fullness of human life, but 
also the fullness of human death. He was made in our “image and 
likeness” in order to die like us and raise our humanity with Him 
to God the Father, to restore and complete in us His Image and 
Likeness in which we were made. Thus we cannot remember the 
Lord’s birth without considering also His death and Resurrection. 
There would be no salvation for humanity without the Cross, but 
there would be no Cross without the Nativity. – excerpt from Fr. 
Vassilious Papavassiliou’s, Meditations for Advent

often overlooked
My favorite excerpt of Dickens’ Christmas Carol is the almost 
overlooked conversation between Bob Cratchit has with his wife 
upon returning home from church with Tiny Tim. Bob tells her 
that Tim “hoped the people in church saw him because he was 
a cripple and it might be pleasant for them to remember upon 
Christmas Day the one who made lame beggars walk and blind 
men see.” What is so touching about this statement is the fact that 
Tiny Tim wasn’t seeking pity for his affliction, but humbly desired 
even his crippled body to be a means to reflect God’s glory on that 
great Feast. On this year’s Bright and Radiant Nativity Feast, may 
we also truly honor the Christ Child by “setting an example in 
speech and conduct, in love, in faith, and in purity” (1st Timothy 
4:12). - Fr. John

“O House of EphrathaH…”
As part of the Church’s pre-festal hymns for the Nativity of 
Christ we sing this lilting, yet very sublime hymn: “O house of 
Ephrathah, the holy city, the glory of the holy prophets: beautify 
the house in which the Divine One is born.”

Ephrathah was the ancient name of modern-day Bethlehem, the 
place where Christ’s Nativity took place. References to this fact 
are found in the prophecy of Micah: “But you, O Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, who are little to be among the clans of Judah, from 
you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose 
origin is from of old, from ancient of days.” (Micah 5:2)

Ephrathah (Bethlehem) is also the traditional site of Rachel’s 
burial after she died giving birth to Benjamin (Gen. 35:16-21); a 
connection made all the more profound after King Herod ordered 
all the male children in that region, two years old and younger, 
to be slaughtered in an attempt to destroy the Christ Child: “A 
voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentations, Rachel 
weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they 
were no more.” (Matt. 2:18 quoting Jeremiah 31:15)

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
Our Lord’s Nativity overturned the laws of nature and created 
paradoxes which continue to be stumbling blocks to many. For 
instance:

• A Virgin gives birth.
• God becomes man.
• The eternal One enters time.
• The uncontainable is contained.
• The uncreated is created.
• The invisible becomes visible.
• The Law-giver submits to the law.
• The All-knowing grows in wisdom and understanding.
• The One Who has no need of baptism is baptized.
• The All-powerful voluntarily takes on human weakness and 

frailty.
• The King of Glory accepts humiliation.
• The Immortal One willfully submits to death.
• It is through love, not power, that our Lord attracts and 

receives worship.
• It is friendship rather than compulsion that draws us into 

His service.
• He prefers companionship with the weak, the marginal, 

the outcast, the hurt and needy to that of those who are 
powerful, successful, tasteful, clever, good-looking...and 
unrepentant.

PASTORAL MESSAGE:
FROM THE MANGER TO THE GRAVE
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 It might seem odd to talk about 
death while we are preparing to celebrate 
Christ’s birth; but not if we remember that 
Christ – alone among all people – was born 
to die. This wasn’t a decision the Father 
made during Christ’s earthly ministry; this 
was the plan from the beginning: “And 
what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? No, for this purpose I have come 
to this hour,” (Jn. 12:27; cf. Mk.10:45 & 
Lk.18:31-33). God created us to be body and 
soul together; thus their separation through 
death is a travesty and tragedy. We were 
not intended for death but for life; we die 
because we habitually sin – any violation 
of the ‘Golden Rule’ (Lk.6:31) and ‘First 
and Greatest Commandment’ (Matt.22:37-
39) – “For the wages of sin is death” 
(Rom.6:23). Christ, on the other hand, was 
born specifically to die. The very Epistle 
read on His Nativity says so: “But when 
the fullness of the time had come, God sent 
forth His Son, born of a woman, born under 
the law, to redeem those who were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption as 
sons,” (Gal.4:4-5). This is reiterated in the 
Epistle read on the 2nd Day of the Nativity 
(Synaxis of the Theotokos): “Inasmuch then 
as the children have partaken of flesh and 
blood, He Himself likewise shared in the 
same, that through death He might destroy 
him who had the power of Death, that is, 
the Devil, and release those who through 
fear of death were subject to lifelong 
bondage,” (Heb.2:14-15). The Church 
bears this out in the hymnography - lyrics 
and melodies - and imagery of the Feast; the 
Compline Canons for the Forefeast of the 
Nativity are intentionally almost identical 
to those of Holy Week. The Paschal and 
Nativity Canons (both written by St. John 
of Damascus) closely parallel each other: 
Christ is born in a cave and buried in a cave; 
Herod tries to kill Him, Pilate does it; and 
the Wise Men bring gold, frankincense and 
myrrh “as though He had been dead three 
days” (Nativity Aposticha), prefiguring the 
Myrrhbearers; while, the image of Christ 
in swaddling clothes evokes the image of 
Him in grave clothes (compare Christ in 
swaddling clothes to Lazarus in his grave 
clothes).

 Christ embraced this fact though, 
like any human, He did agonize over it 

before accepting that it was why He came 
and freely decided to go through with it. 
Like Christ, we are called to embrace death; 
not in a fatalistic, doomsday, “there is no 
hope, we’re doomed, let’s get it over with” 
kind of way, as this is exactly what St. Paul 
rejects when he writes, “But we would not 
have you ignorant, brethren, concerning 
those who are asleep, that you may not 
grieve as others do who have no hope,” 
(1Thess. 4:13). For by His death, Christ has 
permanently broken the power 
of Death; death is no longer The 
End, there is life beyond it in 
Him.

 Then what do we mean 
by “embracing death”? We mean 
accepting that it will happen, and 
there is no avoiding it. This goes 
against our culture which tries to convince 
us to fight against the inevitability of death, 
to put the idea of death and dying out of our 
minds. True funerals, with the loved ones 
around the open casket are being supplanted 
by memorial celebrations, with just a portrait 
of the deceased… the fact and face of death 
are kept at arm’s length. Even where the 
fact of death is accepted in our culture, it 
is often coupled with the hedonistic mantra, 
“Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow 
you die!”…; though in the Bible, it is not 
“tomorrow” but “tonight” (Luke 12:19-20). 
So even here, there is an attempt to put off 
death. What true embracing of death means 
is, as the Tim McGraw song goes, to ‘Live 
like you were dying’ (some very Christian 
lyrics in that song); specifically live as 
though, at any moment, your soul could 
be face to face with God. The warnings 
about preparedness for the Second Coming 
which we hear at the Presanctified Liturgy 
on Great and Holy Tuesday (Matt.24:44-
25:46) also apply to preparation for each 
person’s individual passing to the next life 
and the judgment which will accompany it. 
One of the prayers before sleep says, “If my 
bed should be my coffin”, even the popular 
children’s prayer says, “if I die before I 
wake”; thus the Church has always tried to 
keep us mindful of a sudden end and how 
well or poorly we’re prepared for it.

 Christ knew that every day of His 
earthly life brought Him one step closer 

to the Cross. And throughout that life He 
freely complied with His/our Father’s 
will; genuinely resisting temptations at the 
beginning of His ministry and making the 
agonizing decision to go through with His 
death at the end – even though He knew 
He’d be raised from the dead, the human 
instinct for self-preservation was genuinely 
there. Christ’s death was a pre-planned 
self-sacrifice; ours will come – most often 
– when we least expect it or want it… but 

it will come. The question is, how prepared 
or unprepared will we be? Will we be like 
the Rich Fool (Luke 12:13-21) and/or the 
Goats (Matt.25:31-46), and act like death 
and judgment will never come? Or will 
we be like the wise virgins (Matt.25:1-13) 
and/or the watchful and dutiful servant 
(Matt.24:45-51), and be as ready for it as 
possible?

 As it celebrates His birth, the 
Church simultaneously looks forward to 
His death and views His birth through the 
prism of His death… the reason for His First 
Coming. Therefore, as we celebrate the 
beginning of Christ’s saving condescension, 
let us live as He did, knowing that death will 
come, and live a life that shows that we’ve 
internalized the incomprehensible sacrifices 
He made for our sake – becoming one of 
us and being executed for us – and all He 
has taught us, by carrying our crosses, 
lovingly fulfilling His commandments and 
“complet[ing] the remaining time of our 
lives in peace and repentance” (Evening/
Morning Litany), that by His grace, when 
our end comes, we may eternally revel in 
the presence of Him, our God incarnate.

the birth of christ and the embracing of death
BY RDR. DANIEL MANZUK

For by His death, Christ has permanently 
broken the power of Death; death is no 
longer The End, there is life beyond it in 
Him.
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眀眀眀⸀圀漀漀搀猀椀搀搀䔀瘀攀渀渀䌀攀渀琀攀爀⸀挀漀漀

圀漀漀搀猀椀搀攀 䔀瘀攀渀琀 䌀攀渀琀攀爀ᤠ猀

一䔀圀 夀䔀䄀刀ᤠ匀 䔀嘀䔀
䌀䔀䰀䔀䈀刀䄀吀䤀伀一 䜀䄀䰀䄀

㈀　㤀
䐀攀挀攀洀戀攀爀 ㌀Ⰰ ㈀　㠀         ␀㤀㤀 倀攀爀 倀攀爀猀漀漀

䘀攀愀琀甀爀椀渀渀 琀栀搀 䰀䤀嘀䔀 洀甀猀椀椀 漀昀

昀搀 䴀椀搀琀漀眀漀 䈀愀渀渀

吀吀 ☀ 䜀爀愀琀甀椀琀琀 䤀渀挀氀甀搀攀渀

䐀漀漀爀猀 伀瀀攀渀 愀琀 㘀㨀㌀　 倀䴀
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䠀漀爀猀 搀ᤠ漀攀甀瘀爀攀猀Ⰰ 䈀甀昀昀攀琀 䐀椀渀渀攀爀
䐀攀猀猀攀爀琀 匀琀愀琀椀漀渀  ☀

䄀䴀 䌀漀渀琀椀渀攀渀琀愀氀 䈀爀攀愀欀昀愀猀琀
伀瀀攀渀 䈀愀爀 ☀ 䴀椀搀渀椀最栀琀 䌀栀愀洀瀀愀最渀攀 

吀漀愀猀琀
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眀眀眀⸀圀漀漀搀猀椀搀搀䔀瘀攀渀渀䌀攀渀琀攀爀⸀挀漀漀
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HEALTH HINT 129
DECEMBER 2018 - CARBON MONOXIDE
BY KRISTEN DOTSON, RN
CARBON MONOXIDE

 Carbon monoxide poisoning is entirely preventable. Protect yourself and your family by acting wisely in case of a power outage 
and learning the symptoms of Carbon monoxide poisoning.  The Center for Disease Control report shows that most accidental carbon 
monoxide poisonings happen in January, and the second most in December.
When power outages occur after severe weather, using alternative sources of power can cause carbon monoxide (CO) to build up in a home 
and poison the people and animals inside. Every year, at least 430 people die in the U. S. from accidental CO poisoning. Approximately 
50,000 people in the U.S. visit the emergency department each year due to accidental CO poisoning. There are steps you can take to help 
protect yourself and your household from CO poisoning. CO is found in fumes produced by portable generators, stoves, lanterns, and gas 
ranges, or by burning charcoal and wood. CO from these sources can build up in enclosed or partially enclosed spaces. People and animals 
in these spaces can be poisoned and can die from breathing CO.
The most common symptoms of CO poisoning are headache, dizziness, weakness, nausea, vomiting, chest pain, and confusion. People 
who are sleeping or who have been drinking alcohol can die from CO poisoning before ever having symptoms.
CO poisoning prevention tips:
• Every year, have a qualified technician check your heating systems, water heaters, and other gas-, oil-, or coal-burning appliances.
• Change the batteries in your CO detector every six months. If you don’t have a battery-powered or battery back-up CO detector, buy 

one soon.
• Never leave the motor running in a vehicle parked in an enclosed or partially enclosed space, such as a garage.
• Never run a motor vehicle, generator, pressure washer, or any gasoline-powered engine less than 20 feet from an open window, door, 

or vent where exhaust can vent into an enclosed area.
• When you use a generator, use a battery-powered or battery backup CO detector in your home too.
• Never use a charcoal grill, hibachi, lantern, or portable camping stove inside a home, tent, or camper.
• If you suspect CO poisoning, call 911 or a health care professional right away.

Have a blessed holiday season!

Moving or have Contact Info Updates?
Please contact the church office to update 
your address and or phone number (info@
stmichaelscleveland.org) or 440.526.5192.

Candles / Prayers / Flowers
Contact the church office if you would like 
order candles, flowers or have prayers in 
church in honor or memory of your loved 
ones.  Flowers are $55 for a bouquet, and 
candles range from $3 to $30, depending on 
what you would like. 

Direct Payment from Your Bank
If you wish to have your financial institution 
send your donation directly to the church, 
you can contact your bank and set up 
“Archangel Michael Orthodox Church” as a 
Direct Payment recipient.  Often times, this 
can easily be done through online banking.  
You can then set the frequency and amount 
of your donation, and the bank sends a 
check directly to the church on your behalf.

Church Envelopes
Please contact the Church Office if you 
want to: (a) receive envelopes weekly or 
monthly; (b) stop envelopes; (c) correct 
information on the envelope (including the 
title, e.g., from Mrs. to Mr. & Mrs.). 

Vesperal Liturgies
All vesperal liturgies will start at 7:00 pm.

CHURCH INFORMATION

Orthodox Q & A
Q: On the Gregorian calendar the Feast of our Lord’s Nativity falls upon December 25. What day does it fall upon on the Julian 
calendar?

A: Both the Gregorian and Julian calendars celebrate Christ’s Nativity on December 25. However, since at present there is a thirteen-
day differential between the two calendars, the Julian date of December 25 falls upon the Gregorian’s January 7. Eventually another 
full day will need to be added to the Julian calendar to make up for its mathematical inaccuracies – thus making it a fourteen-day 
differential. This means that at that point December 25 will fall on January 8!
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State License
#13728

770 Ken Mar Industrial Parkway
Broadview Hts .Ohio 44147

Dennis M. Schlekie
Owner / Master Plumber Phone: (440) 526-2905

Fax: (440) 546-7698

Dennis@ApprovedPlumbing.com

www.approvedplumbing.com

Theodore J. “Ted” Kirsh
Funeral Director, Parishioner

7501 Ridge Road • Parma, Ohio 44129 • 440.842.7800
tkirsh@buschcares.com

Professional Vision Services
including Contact Lenses and Glasses

7305 Broadview Road Seven Hills OH (216) 642-7373
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Merry
Christmas

WIshing you all the peace and joy this 
holiday season!

CHRIST IS BORN! 
GLORIFY HIM!


