
THE TRAGEDY OF TRAGEDY
BY FR. JOHN MEMORICH

It is often stated that man is always in one of three stages in life: 
healing from tragedy, suffering from a tragedy, or about to be broad-
sided by one. Whether tragedy strikes a person, a family, a city, or a 
country – it shares the same face and demands 
the same response. So what do we do when 
tragedies befall us?

First we must admit that tragedies are real. 
Suffering and pain are real. The people 
affected by them are real people, their pain 
is real pain, and their tears are real tears. Our 
Lord acknowledges the reality of suffering: 
“I have said this to you, that in me you might 
have peace. In the world you have tribulation; 
but be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world” (John 16:33), as does the Prophet Job: 
“Man, that is born of woman is of few days, 
and full of trouble” (Job 14:1).

Where did tragedy/pain/suffering originate and can it be eliminated? 
Tragedy is a direct result of sin: man’s first prideful, independent 
venture away from God. Therefore, since man’s Fall in the garden 
until today, tragedy exists, it is real; as is suffering and pain 
because where sin exists, its consequences are never far behind and 
Christians are given no special immunity in this fallen world. 
Nowhere does the Bible teach that Christians are exempt from the 
tribulations and natural disasters that come upon the world. Scripture 
does teach, however, that the Christian can face tribulation, crisis, 
calamity, and personal suffering with a supernatural power that is 
not available to the person outside of Christ. Thus, safety does not 
rest in our distance from the danger, but in our nearness to God. 
Therefore it is in this hope that we turn to God: “My help comes 
from the Lord Who made heaven and earth!” (Psalm121:2) and, 
“The Lord is my Light and my Salvation, whom then shall I fear?” 
(Psalm 27:1).
Given all the problems, evil, and tribulations befalling our world, 
one might be tempted to ask: could this be the beginning of the end 
times? My answer is always an unequivocal: I don’t know. We must 
guard against jumping to such conclusions. While the believer must 
live as though Christ will return momentarily, to identify modern 
events as eschatological realities is a dangerous and potentially-

misleading practice. There have always been disasters, both natural 
and man-made; these will continue. The world is certainly getting 
increasingly worse as we prepare for Christ’s return, and we should 
live expectantly looking for Jesus; but beware of getting sidetracked 

with speculation. And remember – and remind 
your children – Christians look forward with 
hope to the return of Christ – we desire it: 
“Thy Kingdom come!” 
So can tragedy serve a purpose? Of course…
for there is a purpose to everything under 
heaven when one uses the spiritual lenses of 
Christ to interpret the world. C.S. Lewis stated 
this rather well in his book The Problem of 
Pain: “God whispers to us in our pleasures, 
speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our 
pain; it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf 
world.” And what about us, contrary to what 
we might have initially thought or expected, 
hasn’t affliction caused us to mature and grow 
both, in our faith and as individuals? Hasn’t it 

helped mature us and given us character? The Holy Scripture is rife 
with this sentiment: “Is it not from the mouth of the Most High that 
everything comes – both calamity and blessings?” (Lamentations 
3:38) and, “But [Job] replied, “You are speaking like one of the 
godless women would speak! Should we receive what is good from 
God, and not also receive what is evil?” In all this Job did not sin by 
what he said” (Job 2:10).

Tragedies enter our lives unexpectedly and we are often never 
the same afterward. And though we suffer tragedy upon tragedy 
throughout life, the greatest tragedy and travesty of all time occurred 
over two thousand years ago when one man – not hundreds or 
even thousands – was executed: crucified upon a Cross us and our 
salvation. Yet that one man was the eternal Son of God Himself. 
And once again, the tragedy occurred because of sin, and once again 
God used the tragedy to eradicate sin. And though this was a dark, 
bitter, mournful day, these two thousand years later we ironically 
call that day, “Good Friday” – because God is in the business of 
taking tragedies and working them out for our good. He has done 
so in the past, and rest assured that He will continue to do this for 
future generations to come….until the very close of the age.

“Tragedies enter our lives 
unexpectedly and we are often 
never the same afterward. And 
though we suffer tragedy upon 

tragedy throughout life, the 
greatest tragedy and travesty 
of all time occurred over two 
thousand years ago when one 
man – not hundreds or even 
thousands – was executed: 

crucified upon a Cross us and 
our salvation.”
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Greetings on this transition from winter to spring as we 
enter our Lenten season.  I hope you have enjoyed my 
articles each month. Many have approached me to say 
they appreciate the constant communication it provides 
to our parish. 

One of the biggest issues the Board is working on is 
fundraising for our parish. We are consid-ering revenue-
generating events to offset our church’s monthly 
operating expenses. From perogie sales, reverse raffles, 
bake sales, and bringing back the church picnic, the 
board is evalu-ating events that will not only to increase 
revenue but also enhance church unity. 

Speaking of church unity, our youth are engaged in more activities, from movie nights to 
Sunday School preparing and serving lunch at St. Hermans. Our schedules can get so bogged 
down with weekly commitments that it is easy to lose track of our church community other 
than on Sunday. It is our goal to make our church a place to come not only on Sundays 
but other days in the week with adult education and other activities, youth activities, choir 
rehearsals, and perogie-making. Let’s find a way to make the time and enjoy our church 
community. 

I truly believe that our parish could be even stronger and more unified by utilizing our 
church not only for spiritual growth but also as a social outlet for all. Be excited about our 
parish by inviting your friends or our children’s friends. I know that we are a friendly parish 
for new comers as you all were to we Louies so many years ago.

Let me leave you with something to ponder: we need your help with ideas for events to grow 
our parish. What makes our church special? What are things that we do really well? How can 
we help make the community that surrounds us better? I look forward to your comments and 
ad-vice as they are always needed and welcome.

In Christ,

Ryun Louie
Parish President

from the president

ON REPENTANCE
“Repentance is the most important thing in 
a Christian’s life. It presupposes an inner in-
depth self-analysis, a critical appraisal of one’s 
thoughts and actions, and a constant struggle 
with one’s weaknesses. This requires constant 
and unceasing self-perfecting. It is also what 
distinguishes a human being from animals, 
which simply are not capable of moral 
self-perfection, and which at best carry out 
commands and are accustomed to submitting 
to the human person. Moral self-perfection is a 
characteristic of man alone, for he possesses and immortal soul destined for life everlasting. 
And in order to attain this eternity, we have to elevate our souls here in this earthly life by 
working on ourselves every day… There is no other goal higher than this. Everything else 
is secondary, formal, and bears no relatives to the main goal of the Christian, which is life 
everlasting in God.” (Patriarch Kirill)
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from the parish archives...
1958 - St. Michael’s Hall on Union Avenue
Kitchen Ladies under the supervision of Rose Sima

Standing, left to right:
Ann Holibonic, Rose Sima, Mary Meczka, Ann Visocky, 
Pauline Harley, Marge Bittner, Mary Romanchik, Olga 
Oleska, Ann Kyovsky, Eunice Chulack

Kneeling, left to right:
Olga Suchy, Mae Stodnick, Helen Patrick, Margaret 
Hopkosky

ADDITIONAL LENTEN SERVICES

Because Great Lent is predominately a penitential season and a time of increased awareness of God through prayer, besides 
Wednesday evening Presanctified Liturgies, Friday night’s Akathist, and the Saturday Memorial Divine Liturgy, this year I am 
adding a number of opportunities for parishioners to come, pray, and meditate quietly in church.

• Psalter for an Hour: on Monday mornings at 9am, come and listen to the ancient Psalter chanted as you sit quietly and reflect. Or, 
if the spirit should move you, come and help chant during this time.

• Small Compline: on Tuesday and Thursday evenings, Small Compline will be read, which lasts about 15 minutes. Then Confessions 
will be heard. A great way to prepare for ones’ confession.

• Third Hour: On Friday’s at 9:30am – the traditional time of the Third Hour – we will read this short service which, coincides with 
the day and time that Jesus was nailed to the Cross – and also allow opportunities for Confessions.

Make this year’s Lenten Journey a success by taking advantage of these extra times to gather and pray in church, as well as, to come and 
confess your sins.

Perogie making & selling

Over 40 parishioners came together on March 19th and 20th to help make perogies for the parish to sell during this Lenten season.  
Thank you to all of those who helped peel potatoes, roll dough, pinch, boil, butter and package these HOMEMADE perogies!  
There is also a quick 45 second video of the process on the church website!

The success of our sales start with our own parish!  Please spread the word to your friends and family.  Perogies are for sale for $8 per dozen 
EVERY Friday through April 19.  We are also selling them in the lower level following Liturgy on Sunday’s.

Please note we have also decided to make addtional perogies on April 2nd and 3rd at Woodside.  On April 2nd we will start at 3pm with 
peeling potatoes.  The pinching and rolling will start at 9am on Wednesday, April 3rd.  Your help once again is appreciated!
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PARISH NEWS
AROUND THE PARISH
PARISH TALENT SURVEY
The Board of Trustees distributed a 
“Parishioner Talent Survey” in March, 
asking our members to let us know what 
they do for living, where they work, etc.  
The goal is to learn more about our parish 
and get a better understanding of the talents 
of our parishioners.  We have a number of 
professional and volunteer needs within the 
parish, and this survey allowed us to see 
how and which members are willing to lend 
their expertise to the church.

CEMETERY PLOT SALES UPDATE
In the near future, the Church Board will be 
moving forward with negotiations to sell our 
unused cemetery plots.  If any parishioner 
is interested in purchasing a cemetery plot, 
please contact Jeff Weaver at 630.390.5885 
for details.

CHURCH SPRING CLEANING
The Church Board is looking for volunteers 
to help prepare the church grounds for 
Pascha.  We will be cleaning up the grounds 
from winter.  This will include raking beds, 
laying mulch and cleaning loose debris from 
winter.  The dates for the work will be April 
12 and 13th with a weather backup dates 
of April 19th and 20th.  If available and 
interested, please see Jeff Weaver.  Thank 
you.

R CLUB MARCH MADNESS SQUARES
Thank you to everyone who particpated in 
the Sr. R Club’s March Madness Squares 
fundraiser.  John Mindala has been paying 
out the winners following each round.

ADULT EDUCATION
Fr. John will be holding Adult Education 
classes on Tuesday, April 2nd at 7pm and 
Thursday, April 4th at 10am.  The topic for 
the class will be “Breaking the Jar.”

PROSPHORA BAKING
We will be baking prosphora on Monday, 
April 15 at 10am.  All are welcome to join.

PRESANCTIFIED LITURGY MEALS
During Great Lent, we have a tradition 
of providing a light meal following the 
Wednesday evening Presanctified Liturgy.  
This year, Kathy Mindala has taken the 
lead to organize the event, with a different 
parish club or organization providing the 
meal on a given night.  As of the time of 
printing this issue, the schdule is as follows:

Wed. April 3 Samaritans
Wed. April 10 Jr. R. Club
Wed. April 17 Board of Trustees

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
The Scholarship Application is currently 
available on the church website.  
Applications must be sent by mail and 
postmarked by April 15, 2019.   Any 
questions, please see Larissa Young.

CHURCH CLEANING
On Lazarus Saturday, the Jr. R Club will 
be sponsoring the annual church cleaning 
prior to Holy Week.  All parishioners 
who are willing to help are encouraged to 
attend.  It’s always a fun time and great 
way to prepare our church for our Lord’s 
resurrection.

LAZARUS SATURDAY
We will be celebrating a Festal Divine 
Liturgy on Saturday, April 20 (Lazarus 
Saturday).

NEWLY CHRISMATED
On Sunday, March 17, prior to the Divine 
Liturgy, we were excited to celebrate the 
Chrismation of Sarah Mindala.  Sarah 
has participated in the Orthodoxy 101 
classes over the last few months, and was 
welcomed into the Orthodox faith.  Many 
years to the newly Chrismated handmaiden 
of God Sarah, her husband Greg, children 
Augustin & Roman and her Godparents 
Martin Uhrina & Jean Mehalik.

WOODSIDE EVENT HOST
Woodside is looking to add an additional 
Event Host to the staff.  If you are interested 
or know someone who is looking for a part-
time position, please contact Jeff West at 
440.526.9696 for more information.

CHURCH OFFICE DURING HOLY 
WEEK
Phil will be out of the church office during 
Holy Week - and returning to town on Holy 
Thursday.  Please be sure to contact him by 
Wednesday, April 17 if there is anything 
you need for Pascha, in the bulletin or 
anything else so he can handle it before he 
leaves for the week.

A GIFT FROM GOD!

AS MANY HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST!
Leopold Peter Ubbelohde, baptized on March 2 (Parents Peter & Tammy Ubbelohde)

Sarah Mindala, chrismated on March 17 (Godparents Jean Mehalik & Marty 
Uhrina)

BLESSED IS THE WAY IN WHICH THOU SHALL WALK TODAY, O SOUL!
Barbara Supra, departed March 23, buried March 30
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PARISH NEWS

Monday, April 22 - GREAT & HOLY MONDAY
9:30am Psalter with Confessions

Tuesday, April 23 - GREAT & HOLY TUESDAY
9:30am Psalter with Confessions

Wednesday, April 24 - GREAT & HOLY WEDNESDAY
9:30am Psalter with Confessions
7pm Unction Service

Thursday, April 25 - GREAT & HOLY THURSDAY
10am Vesperal Liturgy
7pm Matins with reading of Passion Gospels

Friday, April 26 - GREAT & HOLY FRIDAY
3pm Great Vespers with Placing of Shroud
7pm Matins with Procession

Saturday, April 27 - GREAT & HOLY SATURDAY
10am Vesperal Liturgy

Sunday, April 28 - GREAT & HOLY PASCHA
7am Nocturnes, Matins and Paschal Liturgy, Paschal Social 

SPECIAL NOTES
Tomb Setup – Following Matins on Holy Thursday, we will be 
setting up and decorating the tomb in the middle of the church.  The 
group has grown over the last few years.  If you would like to stay 
and help, please do so.  We are usually done around 10pm.

Grave Watch – Following Vespers on Great & Holy Friday, we 
need people to watch guard over the tomb until 2pm on Saturday 
afternoon. Shifts are available in two-hour blocks.  The sign-up 
sheet will be in the back of the church – please make sure to sign-
up early.

Holy Friday & Paschal Processions – If you would like to 
participate in any of the Holy Friday procession, please see Bob 
Lucak who will be coordinating these efforts.  New faces are 
ALWAYS welcome!  Any youth who are interested in participating 
on Sunday Morning, please see Cheryl Andrews!

Pascha Altar Servers – All Altar Servers are invited and encouraged 
to serve on Pascha.

Church Office – Please note that Phil will be out of the office from 
Friday, April 19 and returning on Friday, April 26 (Holy Friday).  
Plese submit ALL items for the Pascha Bulletin by Wednesday, 
April 17.  The office will be closed on Holy Friday and Bright 
Monday.

Paschal Social - Following the Paschal Divine Liturgy, we will be 
blessing baskets outside of the church.  Those who are planning 

on staying for the Paschal Social at Woodside, you are encouraged 
to bring your blessed basket and enjoy the items you’ve brought.  
There will still be a cash bar and light foods, but please also plan on 
eating from your basket (and share with others too!)  In addition, 
there will be activities and things for the children to do at the social.

THE PLASCHINITSA
The Plaschinitsa is the winding sheet used during the services of 
Great and Holy Friday and Saturday which depicts an icon of our 
Lord being taken down from the Cross (although some simply have 
the lone, full figure of our Lord lying in repose). The word itself is 
of Russian origin and means a “shroud” (as in “burial shroud”). Its 
root, plasch, means an outer cloak or mantle. The Greek word used 
for this same icon representation is “Epitaphios,” which literally 
means “on the grave” or “on the tomb.” This is also from where we 
get the English word epitaph.

VENERATING THE PLASCHINITSA
Just as you should always venerate the icon in the center of the 
church whenever entering or exiting, so the Plaschinitsa (Burial 
Shroud) is to be venerated by all the faithful anytime they come into 
the church or leave it. During those services when the Plaschanitsa 
lies in the center of the church, each person should approach with all 
reverence making 2 prostrations (kneeling to the ground with your 
forehead touching the floor), kissing both the shroud and the gospel 
book, then making a third prostration. Since others will be waiting 
in line, the third prostration is best made to the side of the tomb 
– out of the flow of the approaching faithful. [Note: for those not 
able to make full prostrations due to age, knee replacements, etc., 
reverent bowing down from the waist is acceptable.]  In addition, 
women should wipe their lips free of lipstick before venerating the 
Plaschinitsa, the Cross, or when taking Communion.

holy week & pascha information

ORTHODOX CHURCH ETIQUETTE
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PARISH NEWS
After having reached out to his lawyer on multiple occasions, Michael Lucak has sadly declined any offer to be visited and/or ministered 
to. Therefore I’m making one final appeal by way of an open letter to Michael – so he might know that after all that occurred he is still 
capable of change, repentance,  and worthy of God’s immeasurable mercy and benevolent love. I ask that all members of our parish family 
also read this letter so that you might also pray along with me for the spiritual health and well-being of Michael’s soul.

“I was in prison and you came to me”
(Matthew 25:36)

Dear Michael,

Intercession for prisoners has always been a part of the mission and 
ministry of the Orthodox Church. In fact, it points to the very nature 
of the Church, since concern for the salvation of 
sinners regardless of where they are is central to 
the Church’s ultimate goal and purpose.

In prisons, a myriad of people are brought together 
who have one thing in common – they have all 
sinned; they have all committed transgressions 
against God’s law, including those that in earthly 
life have violated man’s law. And it is here in 
this earthly life that they suffer punishment for 
infringing upon God’s law, as well as those 
infractions to the laws instituted by our legislature 
(i.e. “crimes”) or who are at odds with the norms 
of society.

A prison term, then, is a trial for the human person. 
Nobody emerges from prison the same as when 
they went in. It can be a tremendous challenge for a person’s soul 
and emotional demeanor, yet at the same time, it can be an excellent 
opportunity given by God towards a real change of heart. Prison can 
break and cripple a person or plunge him into the depths of despair, 
but it can also transform him and generate within him a new life: “I 
do not desire the death of a sinner, but that he turn from his way and 
live.” (Ezekiel 18:23)

Therefore the Church strives to enter prisons to bear witness to 
Christ and make sure that prisoners do not go along their former, 
destructive path. The main goal of the Church is to help each 
inmate encounter Christ – Who, Himself, along with many of His 
followers also endured the hardship, loneness, hopelessness, and 
abandonment which is often felt by those who are incarcerated.  

Fr. Alexander Schmemann once wrote that, “Everyone capable 
of thanksgiving is capable of salvation and eternal joy.” Knowing 
him as I did, I would venture he would also agree that, “Everyone 
capable of repentance is capable of salvation and knowing God’s 
full love.”

As proved many times over, the Lord can save any sinner, even those 
criminals whom society refuses to forgive and desires to isolate; in 

fact, our catalogue of saints (diptychs) are rife with them. We know 
of cases where prisoners, after having been released, changed their 
lives so radically that they became examples for others. The power 
of God’s immeasurable and unfathomable love extends to all of 

mankind, for as Christ said, “[God] makes His sun 
rise on the evil and the good, He sends rain on the 
just and on the unjust.” (Matthew 5:45). 

When called upon to reach out to, help, or pray 
for such downtrodden figures, we often question 
whether they deserve it or even should be recipients 
of our sympathy. Yet by God’s Command alone 
and without showing partiality, we must forgive, 
we must love, we must minister and do good things 
not only to those whom we deem as righteous, but 
to those who appear unrighteous as well!

Your father confided in me once that his favorite 
gospel was the story of the Prodigal Son (Luke 
15:11-32). It held deep meaning and obvious 
implications for him personally and he would often 

tear up and choke when he would read it aloud in church prior to 
the beginning of Great Lent. But like that father in that story, He too 
also welcomed you back time and again. This is because he never 
lost his hope that you would change.

With this being said, Michael, I would like to make a final appeal 
to you to allow me to come and minister to you in the Name of 
Christ. You are still a valued member of Christ’s Church, a member 
of this parish family – and still under the stole of my pastoral care. I 
truly would appreciate the opportunity to come and minister to you, 
pray with you, help you sort things out; ultimately allowing you to 
confess and receive forgiveness and healing through Christ Jesus. 
You are still worthy of God’s love and His Saving Grace – for no sin 
or sins are unforgivable!

May our Lord, Who Himself endured harsh imprisonment and 
cruelty, continue to be with you during these trying and solitary 
times – and may His light enlighten your soul.

With love in Christ,

Very Rev. Fr. John Memorich 
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parish youth UPDATE
“Let everything take second place to our care of our children, our bringing them up to the discipline and instruction of the Lord. If from the 

beginning we teach them to love true wisdom, they will have great wealth and glory than riches can provide.”
St. John Chrysostom

SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY

As is our tradition, the Sunday School students gathered on 
the Sunday of Orthodoxy to hold icons during the reading 
of the Gospel on Sunday, March 17.

Sunday school lenten project

For their Lenten Project, on Sunday, March 24, the Sunday School teachers, students used their class time to prepare meals for the 
men at St. Herman’s House of Hospitality in Cleveland.  Once everything was prepared, a number of the older children, along with 
parents and teachers, delivered and served the meals at St. Herman’s.

Halos UPDATE

Things were popping on Friday, March 1, as we hosted 
the Archangel Michael Halos youth group in our church 
social hall. We hosted a full house of 13 kids in their 

PJs accompanied by ten adults, enjoying snacks from the fancy 
popcorn machine and watching VeggieTales starring the legendary 
and ever-delightful Bob the Tomato and Larry the Cucumber. 
The movie was called An Easter Carol, a spin-off of A Christmas 
Carol by Charles Dickens. Our Halos made Pascha cards to send 
to fellow parishioners in nursing homes. Great thanks go to Matt 
Roach for setup and cleanup, Phil Tesar for tech support, Monica 
Visocky for craft organization, Greg Mindala for pizza delivery, 
and Fr. John Memorich for manning the popcorn machine. 

Next up is our event slated for Friday, April 5, and will be held in 
the church gymnasium around 7:30 pm, immediately following 
Lenten Akathist service. Our beloved Fr. John will teach the kids 
how to make “Lenten pretzels” as our craft for the evening. Family 
and friends are welcome to join us for pizza and “field day” games.

jr r club bake sale

On Sunday, March 10th, the Jr. R Club held an improptu 
bake sale in the Church Lower Level following liturgy.  
The club had to cancel their Reverse Raffle due to lack 

of ticket sales - and advisor Cheryl Andrews decided to put 
together a bake sale in order to help raise funds for the upcoming 
National Basketball Tournament in Campbell, Ohio in May.  The 
Juniors would like to thank everyone who baked, purchased or 
helped in any way, especially those who just gave donations.  Your 
generosity means a lot and will go a long  way in helping with the 
costs associated with the basketball tournament.
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APRIL 
 BIRTHDAYS 

 
1 ......................... Ashley Longa 
1 ...................... Mike Niezgoda 
2 ...................... Nicholas Lucak 
2 ........................... Cole Merrill 
2 .......................... Cindy Toncic 
2 ............... Tammy Ubbelohde 
3 ..................... Kristen Kovalak 
4 ...................... Joseph Kormos 
5 ............................ Tim Sylvain 
6 ..................... Harvey Jackson 
7 .................... Gregory Kormos 
7 ..................... Katie Lamparyk 
7 ............................. David Turk 
9 ........................... Sandy Molls 
10 ...................... John Mindala 
11 ..................... Jackson Young 
12 .......................... Elena Boyd 
12 .................... Nina Lamparyk 
12 ......................... Connor Noll 
13 .................... Daniel Mehalik 
14 ............... Christopher Lucak 
14 ................... Gabe Ropchock 
14 ................... Ann Strongosky 
15 ........................... Gail Fiktus 
16 ....................... Natalie Tesar 
17 .................. Andrew Buswell 
17 ..................... Richard Kogler 
18 ................... Noelle Hanchuk 
18 ................... Michael Herzak 
18 .................... Jeffrey Neilsen 
18 .................Steve Strongosky 
20 ........................... Erika Kirsh 
21 ................ Matthew Kormos 
21 ................. Melanie Schmidt 
22 ...................... Marlene Grim 
23 ......................... Anne Kallay 
24 ...................... Greg Mindala 
24 ................... Nicholas Polcen 
25 .................. Nicholas Gaydos 
26 ........................ Mark Nestor 
27 ................. George Dimitruk 
27 ................ George Farragher 
27 ......................... David Rigby 
28 ................... Jeffrey Schlekie 
30 ........................ Elena Hornik 
30 ................. Stephen Mehalik 

APRIL 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
April 17 

Fr. John & Mat. Jani Memorich 
 

April 23 
Jeff & Natalie Boyd 

 
April 25 

Stephen & Lynsay Gaydos 
 

April 29 
Peter & Tammy Ubbelohde 

 
 

**If you or a loved one are not listed 
on the Birthday or Anniversary lists, 

please contact Phil in the Church 
Office at 440.526.5192 or 

info@stmichaelscleveland.org 
 
 

“…and the two shall become 
one flesh; 

What therefore God has 
joined together, let no man 

put asunder.” 
 
 
 

ST. JAMES PRAYER LIST 
APRIL 

 
WITH CHILD 

Nate & Paula (Dzmura) Allen, Dan & Kristy Herzak, Mike & Mary 
Herzak, Steven & Kristina (Dimitrijevs) McNees, Mike & Erin 
Musarra, Dakota & Sarah (Rigby) Page, Phil & Natalie Tesar 

 
HEALTH 

Alex Abraham 
Robert Andrews 
Jamie Arrango 
Ella Baciak 
Ann Bakich 
Terri Baranich 
Jennine Basham 
Adriana Belt 
Joan Benny 
Mary Benyo 
Josh Bertemes 
Cyndi Betancourt 
Kathy Billings 
Leon Borsuk 
Alex Boyd 
Janet Choma-Boyle 
Michael Brodie 
Andrew Buswell 
Andre Carter 
David Cehlar 
Paul Choma 
Joanne Curtis 
Anne Cvercko 
Eve Dimitrijevs 
Walter Dimitrijevs 
Angela Delemitas 
John Gaborick 
Mary Ann Gaydos 
Ted Geletka 
Robert Glosik 
Allan M. Hamula 
Luke Hanchuk  
 
 

Lori Kall 
Martin & Anne Kallay 
Mat. Laryssa Hutnyan 
Kathy Jacob 
Daniel Hornik 
Leisa Howey 
Robert Kane 
Karen Keefer 
Karen Kirsh 
Marilyn Kirsh 
Michael David Kirsh 
Joseph Kocab 
Judy Kormos 
Marianne Kormos 
Mat. Myra Kovalak 
Sam Kuchta 
Karl Kuhlenschmidt 
Mike Kurnick 
Annette Lapso 
Donald Lazar 
Dr. Jim Lazor 
Helen Lembke 
Denise LoVullo 
Robert Lucak 
Juliana Matusiak 
Lori McIntee 
John Mehalik 
Sandy Mehalik 

John Memorich 
John Michalczyk 
Carol Milla 
Larry Murphey 
Mark Nestor 
Kathy Nestor 
Kristina Polcen 
Dorothy Poulos 
Grace Poulos 
Danny Range 
Scott Rasey 
Bob Rawlins  
Helen Ropchock 
Jeffery Schlekie 
Christia Schutt 
Brenda Seitz 
Mat. Suzanne Senyo 
Don Singel 
Nicholas Sipko 
Lindsay Smith 
Elizabeth Spiwak 
Rueben & Jane 
Strohs 
George Strongosky 
Elizabeth Sutyak 
Melissa Tomberlin 
Donna Waters 
John Wheller 
Mary Jo Weihrouch 
 

SERVING IN ARMED FORCES 
Jon Farragher, Jacob Stankiewicz 

 
MEMORY ETERNAL 

George Krupa, Barbara Supra 
 

“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER THAT 
YOU MAY BE HEALED…” 

 
St. James 5:16 
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2019 FINANCIAL UPDATE
(as of March 27, 2019)

Total Pledge Units for 2019 ......................................................207
Total Amount Pledged .................................................$259,048.00
Total Amount Received .................................................$67,740.00
2019 Pledge Balance ...................................................$191,558.00

Givers with No Pledge ................................................................24
2019 Non-Pledge Gifts ...................................................$4,218.00

(Givers with no pledge are those members who did not turn in a 
Pledge Card for the 2019 year, but have given some donation in 
2019 that was counted as a pledge.)

ALL GIVING UPDATE
Bingo Transfer ..............................................................$12,500.00
Candle Desk ....................................................................$1,535.00
Candles ............................................................................$1,490.00
Charity ...........................................................................$13,371.65
Children’s Offering ..............................................................$78.00
Christmas Offering .............................................................$125.00
Easter Flowers ......................................................................$10.00
Endowment ........................................................................$310.00
Flowers ...............................................................................$275.00
Improvement ...................................................................$2,944.00
Library ..................................................................................$25.00
Offering - Loose Cash ........................................................$442.55
Other Income .....................................................................$500.02
Pledge Contribution ......................................................$65,998.00
Renovation .........................................................................$134.00
Special Collection – Donations ............................................$75.00
Special Gifts .......................................................................$170.00
Special Occasion Offering .................................................$255.00
Tuition Assistance ................................................................$60.00
TOTALS .....................................................................$100,298.22

Average Weekly Collection ...........................................$7,715.24
Average Weekly Expense ..............................................$7,313.25

“Where there’s a will…”
Besides having the same first names and reposing in the Lord during 
the same calendar year (2018), two of our faithful parishioners, 
Margaret Hopkosky and Margaret Danko, also shared something 
else in common: they both chose to name Archangel Michael 
Orthodox Church in their wills. Therefore, as their estates are 
now settled, we ended up receiving over $19,000 from Margaret 
Hopkosky and over $13,000 from Margaret Danko. 

Such bequests offer testimony, even after death, of just how 
important and how much these individuals loved Christ and His 
Holy Church. Much like the women disciples who “followed 
Jesus and cared for His needs” (Mark 15:41), these parishioners 
literally put their money where there “treasure was” by investing 
it for this parish’s future upkeep, beautification, and renovations 
– ensuring that it will thrive and minister to future generations of 
believers.

Sadly, we see far too few individuals and/or families with the same 
vision to support the Church through what they leave behind. 
Estates are simply left to families who split and divide amongst 
themselves; rarely ever considering their Church. 

If, however, you did decide to be a good and faithful steward to 
what God has blessed you with throughout your life – even if 
the Church were designated to receive a mere $5,000 per estate, 
that could add up to over $50,000 a year which could go into 
our endowment fund or be used in a way that the benefactor so 
designates.

Please consider the loving examples of Lillian Karpey, the 
Matolyak family, John Holda, Sylvester Karpiak, John Sutyak, 
and more recently Margaret Hopkosky and Margaret Danko and 
include our parish in your estate planning. Remember, where there 
is a will, the Church should be in it! 

STEWARDSHIP

SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY VESPERS
Archangel Michael Parish hosted this year’s Vespers for the Sunday 
of Orthodoxy. His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicolea of the Romanian Orthodox Metropolia of the Americas, was the main celebrant. Over 
15 clergy concelebrated with over 250 in attendance. Archimandrite Jospeth, Abbot of St. Gregory Palamas Monastery in Perrysville, 
Ohio, gave the homily. Afterwards, everyone was invited for a lenten repass at Woodside Event Center.
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PARISH SAVE THE DATE
Fri. Apr. 5 .......................................................Halos (Gymnasium)
Sat. Apr. 13 .........................................Baptism of Walter Smyczek
Mon. Apr. 15 ......................................................Prosphora Baking
Sat. Apr. 20 .............................................Lazarus Saturday Liturgy
 Jr. R Club Church Cleaning
 1st Confession Class
Sun. Apr. 21............................................................... Palm Sunday
Wed. Apr. 24......................................................... Unction Service
Thur. Apr. 25 ........................................ Matins w/Passion Gospels
Fri. Apr. 26 .............................. Great Vespers w/placing of shroud
....................................................................... Matins w/procession
Sat. Apr. 27 ...........................................................Vesperal Liturgy
Sun. Apr. 28.................................................. Great & Holy Pascha

HEADLINES AROUND THE OCA
FROM OCA.ORG

March 26, 2019
Orthodox Christian Fellowship launches search for 

Executive Director

March 25, 2019
St. Tikhon’s Monastery announces Second Annual 

Choir Festival May 25-27

March 23, 2019
Columbus, OH site of FOCA’s 93rd National 

Convention Labor Day Weekend

March 22, 2019
SVS Press releases final volume of monumental 

Orthodox Christianity series

(visit www.OCA.org to read the latest news)

BOOKSTORE
children’s easter basket ideas

Our bookstore is full of books, coloring books, and children’s items 
that would be perfect for an Easter basket!  Need something small 
for your grandchild?  Looking for a religious coloring book?  Stop 
by the bookstore today and let Marge take care of you.  With a over 
30 items to fit any budget - we’re sure we’ll have something you 
will like!

Shop at smile.amazon.com and search for “Archangel Michael 
Orthodox Church” and .5% of your purchase will be donated back 

to our parish!

additional photos from the sunday 
school lenten project
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2019 PASCHAL FLOWERS 
 

Once again, we will be decorating the Tomb of Christ and the church with flowers for Pascha.  Please 
consider a donation in honor or memory of your loved ones.  Flowers will adorn the grave and then be 

placed around the altar for Pascha – and your donation helps defray the cost of the flowers. 
 

All names will appear as printed below in the bulletin on Pascha - Sunday, April 28th  
 

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT NAMES/DONATIONS IS SUNDAY, APRIL 21 (PALM SUNDAY) 
(Names submitted after April 21 are not guaranteed to be included) 

 
Please complete this form and return it to the Church Office with your donation check/cash (made out to St. Michael’s Church) – 
marked as Easter Flowers.  Orders can be returned in the Sunday Collection basket or mailed to the church office.  Be sure to note 

“Easter Flowers” on your donation check. 
 

PLEASE PRINT 

Name: 
 

Envelope #: Check #: 

Phone: (             ) 
 

Email: 

Donated By: 
(how it will be listed in the Bulletin, i.e. The Memorich Family or Bob & Mary Jane Lucak) 

 
In Honor Of  In Memory Of 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 
ONLY INFORMATION LISTED ON THIS SHEET WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE BULLETIN ON SUNDAY, APRIL 28th. 

(attach a separate sheet if necessary) 
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The Prodigal Son Returns! 
Reading: 	 1 Corinthians 6: 12-20 
Gospel: 		 Luke 15: 11-32

Adam and Eve are cast from Paradise! 
FORGIVENESS SUNDAY  
Reading: 	 Romans 13: 11-14:4 
Gospel:	 	 Matthew 6: 14-21

The Last Judgment 
Reading:	 1 Corinthians 8: 8-9: 2 
Gospel:	 	 Matthew 25: 31-46

FAREWELL TO CHEESE TODAY

SUNDAY of ORTHODOXY 
Reading: 	 Hebrews 11: 24-26, 32-12:2 
Gospel:	 	 John 1: 43-51

ST GREGORY PALAMAS 
Reading: 	 Hebrews 1:10-2:3 
Gospel: 		 Mark 2: 1-12

VENERATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 
HALF WAY TO PASCHA! 
Reading: 	 Hebrews 4: 14-5: 6 
Gospel: 		 Mark 8:34-9: 1

Wear your cross to church and 
kiss the cross  

each morning with a bow!

ST JOHN of the LADDER 
Reading: 	 Hebrews: 6:13-20 
Gospel:  	 Mark 9: 17-31

ST MARY of EGYPT 
Reading:	 Hebrews 9: 11-14 
Gospel: 		 Mark 10: 32-45

Place your palm branches 
and pussywillows behind  

an icon at home  
and in your car!

ENTRY OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM 
Reading: 	 Philippians 4: 4-9 
Gospel:	 	 John 12: 1-18

GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY 
JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS 
CHECK WITH YOUR PARISH FOR  
ROYAL HOURS AND VESPERS SCHEDULE

Schedule a Confession. 
Use up/freeze meats this week.

Publican and the Pharisee 
Reading:	 2 Timothy 3: 10-15 
Gospel:	 	 Luke 18: 10-14

Trust in God, not yourself! 
Ask for His help before  
every task this week!

THEMES / GOSPEL READING HOW TO PARTICIPATE:

Every time you climb stairs this week 
ask St. John to help you reach 

Paradise with the sign of the cross!

HOLY PASCHA! (CHRIST IS RISEN!) 
Epistle: Acts 1:1-8  Gospel: John 1: 1-17

SUNDAYS

FEBRUARY 17th

FEBRUARY 24th

MARCH 3rd

MARCH 10th

MARCH 17th

MARCH 24th

MARCH 31st

APRIL 7th

APRIL 14th

APRIL 21st

APRIL 26th

APRIL 28th

Greet everyone with  
“CHRIST IS RISEN!”  

& say it before  
good morning and goodnight!

1st Sunday of Lent

2nd Sunday of Lent

3rd Sunday of Lent

5th Sunday of Lent

FLOWERY (PALM) SUNDAY!

GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY

GREAT WEEK BEGINS

Meatfare

Cheesefare

Normal Fast Week

Fast - Free Week

4th Sunday of Lent

Pray facing East this week. 
Christ is returning from the East and 

we wait for Him! 
Use up/freeze dairy this week.

FEAST OF FEASTS!

 FAREWELL TO MEAT TODAY

Ask the Theotokos to offer you 
and the world pure thoughts 

and ideas this week.

GREAT FAST BEGINS WITH FORGIVENESS VESPERS

TRIODION WEEKS

GREAT AND HOLY WEEK

BRIGHT WEEK

OUR JOURNEY TO PASCHA! 2019

Ask each other for  
forgiveness each evening this 

week before bed.

Bring an icon to church  
for a procession.

Bring a prayer rope to be 
blessed today! 

Use it and pray the Jesus Prayer 
each day this week.

Refrain from TV, Internet, & 
Phones to honor Christ's Death.

NO FASTING!

Created by Fr. Jonathan Bannon (ACROD)
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HEALTH HINT 133
april 2019 - sleep
BY KRISTEN DOTSON, RN
 Getting better sleep is a common desire for many.  Especially with 
the recent time change, it takes time for the body to adjust. Without 
good sleep, the body and mind do not feel and perform at optimum 
levels. Many things in life are not the same without a good night’s 
sleep. Below is a list of sleep hygiene tips to help improve sleep.
• Go to bed at the same time. Wake up at the same time. Ideally, 

your schedule will remain the same (+/- 20 minutes) every 
night of the week.

• Avoid naps if possible-When we take naps, it decreases the 
amount of sleep that we need the next night – which may cause 
sleep fragmentation and difficulty initiating sleep, and may 
lead to insomnia.

• Don’t stay in bed awake for more than 5-10 minutes-If you 
find your mind racing, or worrying about not being able to 
sleep during the middle of the night, get out of bed, and sit in 
a chair in the dark. Do your mind racing in the chair until you 
are sleepy, then return to bed. No TV or internet during these 
periods! That will just stimulate you more than desired.

• Don’t watch TV or read in bed-It associates your mind with 
wakefulness

• Do not drink caffeine inappropriately-The effects of caffeine 
may last several hours after ingestion and cause fragmented 
sleep. 

• Avoid inappropriate substances that interfere with sleep such as 
cigarettes and alcohol.

• Exercise regularly.
• Have a quiet, comfortable bedroom.
• Have a comfortable pre-bedtime routine.

Moving or have Contact Info Updates?
Please contact the church office to update 
your address and or phone number (info@
stmichaelscleveland.org) or 440.526.5192.

Candles / Prayers / Flowers
Contact the church office if you would like 
order candles, flowers or have prayers in 
church in honor or memory of your loved 
ones.  Flowers are $55 for a bouquet, and 
candles range from $3 to $30, depending on 
what you would like. 

Direct Payment from Your Bank
If you wish to have your financial institution 
send your donation directly to the church, 
you can contact your bank and set up 
“Archangel Michael Orthodox Church” as a 
Direct Payment recipient.  Often times, this 
can easily be done through online banking.  
You can then set the frequency and amount 
of your donation, and the bank sends a 
check directly to the church on your behalf.

Church Envelopes
Please contact the Church Office if you 
want to: (a) receive envelopes weekly or 
monthly; (b) stop envelopes; (c) correct 
information on the envelope (including the 
title, e.g., from Mrs. to Mr. & Mrs.). 

Vesperal Liturgies
All vesperal liturgies will start at 7:00 pm.

CHURCH INFORMATION

Woodside Event Center Update
BY PHIL TESAR, MARKETING DIRECTOR
Well, here we are at the beginning of April and it has been a very 
busy first quarter at Woodside Event Center.  As you are all aware, 
we wrapped up our second season of the WoodsideLIVE! Winter 
Concert Series.  

While the complete financial analysis is not yet complete, we can 
say accurately that we had over 1,300 guests attend our nine shows.  
While some of those are repeat guests, we continually hear from 
people that the concert is their first experience at Woodside.  They 
are always enamored and impressed with our facility and in fact, 
we’ve had inquiries about renting the space from people who have 
attended our shows.  The concerts were designed to help fill a 
typcially slow time (for weddings) at Woodside - and give us steady 
business in January, February and March.

In addition to the WoodsideLIVE! concerts, we had a number of 
parish related events.

On January 27, we held our Chili Cook-Off following Divine 
Liturgy.  Our annual Parish Meeting was held on Sunday, February 
17.  On Monday, Febuary 25, a crew of over 25 parishioners 

gathered to make Prosphora.  Another Prophora baking session is 
schedule for April 15.  On March 19 & 20, over 40 parishioners 
gathered to make perogies for our parish to sell this Lenten season.  

The IOCC’s Annual Wine Tasting was held at Woodside on February 
28, as well as the Sunday of Orthodoxy meal following the service 
on March 17.

As always, Bingo was held 19 times from January through March 
and has already transfered $12,500 to the General Fund through the 
first three months.  We also continue to host “Cleveland Cornhole” 
each Monday and Thursday night for their cornhole league-play.  
This has been a nice boost to our gymnasium rentals over the past 
year and a half.

Please keep in mind as the summer approaches, the Shanty is 
available for your family picnics, graduation parties, etc.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Jeff West, 
Business Manager at 440.526.9696 or
jeff@WoodsideEventCenter.com
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State License
#13728

770 Ken Mar Industrial Parkway
Broadview Hts .Ohio 44147

Dennis M. Schlekie
Owner / Master Plumber Phone: (440) 526-2905

Fax: (440) 546-7698

Dennis@ApprovedPlumbing.com

www.approvedplumbing.com

Theodore J. “Ted” Kirsh
Funeral Director, Parishioner

7501 Ridge Road • Parma, Ohio 44129 • 440.842.7800
tkirsh@buschcares.com

Professional Vision Services
including Contact Lenses and Glasses

7305 Broadview Road Seven Hills OH (216) 642-7373
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 april 2019

Albanian: Krishti Ungjall!  Vertete Ungjall!
Arabic:  Al Maseeh Qam!  Haqqan Qam!
Armenian:  Christos arjav I merelotz!  Orhniale harutjun Christosi!
Byelorussian: Khristos Uvoskros!  Zaprowdu Uvoskros!
Chinese: Helisituosi Fuhuole!  Queshi Fuhole!
Coptic : Pikhirstof aftonf !  Khen o methni aftonf !
Czech: Kristus vstal zmrtvy’ch!  Skutec ne vstal !
Danish: Kristus er opstanden!  Ja, sandelig opstanden !
Dutch: Christus is opgestaan!  Hij is waarlijk opgestaan !
English: Christ is Risen !   Indeed, He is Risen !
Estonian: Kristus on surnuist ülestõusnud!  Tõesti ülestõusnud !
Finnish: Kristus nousi Kuolleista!  Totisesti Nousi !
French : Christ est Ressuscité !  En Vérité Il est Ressuscité !
Gaelic : Erid Krist !  G’deya ! n erid she !
Georgian: Kriste aghsdga!  Cheshmaritad aghsdga !
German: Christus ist auferstanden!  Er ist wahrhaftig auferstanden !
Greek: Christos Anesti!  Alithos Anesti !
Hebrew: Ha Mashiyach qam!  Ken hoo qam !

Hungarian: Krisztus feltámadt!  Valóban Feltámadt !
Italian: Cristo è risorto!  È veramente risorto!
Japanese: Harisutosu Fukkatsu!  Jitsu N Fukkatsu!
Latin: Christus ressurexit!  Vere ressurexit!
Norwegian: Kristus er oppstanden!  Han er sannelig opstanden!
Polish: Khristus Zmartvikstau!  Zaiste Zmartvikstau!
Portugese: Christo Ressuscitou!  Em Verdade Ressuscitou!
Romanian : Hristos a Inviat !  Adevarat a Inviat !
Russian : Khristos Voskres !  Voistinu Voskres !
Serbian : Hristos Vaskrese !  Vaistinu Vaskrese !
Slavonic : Christos Voskrese !  Voistinu Voskrese !
Slovak: Kristus Vstal zmr’tvych!  Skutoc ne vstal!
Spanish: Cristo ha resucitado!  Verdaderamente ha resucitado!
Swahili: Kristo Amefufukka!  Kweli Amefufukka!
Swedish: Kristus är upstaͦnden!  Ja, Han är sannerligen uppstaͦnden!
Syriac: Meshiha qam!  Bashrira qam!
Ukranian: Kristos Voskres!  Voistinu voskres!
Welsh : Atgyfododd Crist !  Atgyfododd in wir !

Christ is Risen! – Indeed He is Risen!
One of the greatest Paschal traditions of the Christian Faith is to joyously proclaim “Christ is Risen!” in as many languages as possible.  

This not only reminds us of our obligatin to fulfill our Lord’s command to go forth and proclaim His gospel to all nations (Matt. 28:19), but 
epitomizes the very catholicity of Christ’s Holy Church.


