
Holy Greatmartyr Marina – July 17
BY FR. JOHN MEMORICH

The Holy Great Martyr Marina was born in Asia Minor, in the city 
of Antioch of Pisidia (southern Asia Minor), into the family of a 
pagan priest. In infancy she lost her mother, and her father gave her 
into the care of a nursemaid, who raised Marina in the 
Orthodox Faith. Upon learning that his daughter had 
become a Christian, the father angrily disowned her. 
During the time of the persecution against Christians 
under the emperor Diocletian (284-305), when she 
was fifteen years old, Saint Marina was arrested and 
locked up in prison. With firm trust in the will of God 
and His help, the young prisoner prepared for her 
impending fate.

The governor Olymbrios, charmed with the beautiful 
girl, tried to persuade her to renounce the Christian 
Faith and become his wife. But the saint, un-swayed, 
refused his offers. The vexed governor gave the holy 
martyr over to torture. Having beaten her fiercely, 
they fastened the saint with nails to a board and tore at her body with 
tridents. The governor himself, unable to bear the horror of these 
tortures, hid his face in his hands. But the holy martyr remained 
unyielding. Thrown for the night into prison, she was granted 
heavenly aid and healed of her wounds. They stripped her and tied 
her to a tree, then burned the martyr with fire. Barely alive, the 
martyr prayed: “Lord, You have granted me to go through fire for 
Your Name, grant me also to go through the water of holy Baptism.”

Hearing the word “water”, the governor gave orders to drown the 
saint in a large cauldron. The martyr besought the Lord that this 
manner of execution should become for her holy Baptism. When 

they plunged her into the water, there suddenly shone 
a light, and a snow-white dove came down from 
Heaven, bearing in its beak a golden crown. The fetters 
put upon Saint Marina came apart by themselves. The 
martyr stood up in the fount of Baptism glorifying 
the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Saint 
Marina emerged from the fount completely healed, 
without any trace of burns. Amazed at this miracle, 
the people glorified the True God, and many came to 
believe. This brought the governor into a rage, and 
he gave orders to kill anyone who might confess the 
Name of Christ. 15,000 Christians perished there, and 
the holy Martyr Marina was beheaded. The sufferings 
of the Great Martyr Marina were described by an 
eyewitness of the event, named Theotimos.

Up until the taking of Constantinople by Western crusaders in 
the year 1204, the relics of the Great Martyr Marina were in the 
Panteponteia monastery. According to other sources, they were 
located in Antioch until the year 908 and from there transferred to 
Italy. Now they are in Athens, in a church dedicated to the holy 
Virgin Martyr. Her venerable hand was transferred to Mount Athos, 
to the Batopedi monastery. 

O Holy Greatmartyr Marina, pray unto God for us!
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“These men who have turned the world upside down” (Acts 16:6)

“Everyone who in moments of difficulty feels his faith weaken 
should recall the holy apostles… Where was the Lord in the life 
of the apostles? How did he help them? The answer is remarkably 
simple. He did not save them from violent deaths. He did not protect 
them from human snares and from natural disasters. It would appear, 
then, that he did not help them at all. But what was the result of all 
this? The result of all their trials and challenges was simply this: 
these unfortunate men, rejected by society, turned the world upside 
down!

“We may ask, haven’t there been 
others throughout the history of the 
human race with a similar fate? Yes. 
Were they the only ones to die for an 
idea? No. Yet where then are the fruits 
of the endeavors of others who have 
suffered? We do not know. The fruits of 
the apostles’ lives of suffering and their blessed martyrs’ deaths are 
known by the whole world… Let us pray that the Lord strengthen 
our faith in our sufferings, lest we weaken when our physical and 
spiritual strength weaken.” 

(Patriarch Kirill – homily on the feast of Sts. Peter & Paul)
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Greetings to you all and here’s hoping your summer has been good to 
you so far. Your church board did not meet last month but had a very 
busy June otherwise.

I’m excited to share one of the big items we have been working on: 
Father John’s compensation and benefits package, led by Darlene 
Dimitrijevs. This would not have happened without her, and it requires 
a little back story.

Upon becoming president, my main concern was gathering and executing on ideas that would 
benefit our parish. As you know, we are working with the EPA, staying on top of campus 
maintenance, getting the new management at Woodside up and going, fortifying bingo, saving 
costs, creating a finance committee, restructuring Sunday School a bit, selling Highland Cemetery 
plots, revisiting our teen programming, and much, much more. Often times we concentrate so 
much on the upkeep of the parish, we procrastinate on our priest. 

Even though I haven’t written about it before, Father’s existing compensation and benefits 
package was also one of the initial challenges presented to our board. The diocese has mandated 
that we be compliant relative to clergy compensation and benefits. We are now well on our way to 
meeting all of those obligations. The action we have taken is also aligned with our church bylaws.

At each board meeting, one of the first reports is our pastor’s report. Father John always explains 
what he has done for the prior month, from visitations to funerals and much more. The job, 
as you know, is 24x7, 365 days a year. And yet, we had not met diocesan mandates regarding 
compensation increases and other benefits requirements.

To make all this work, we are so lucky to a have great financial mind in Darlene. The details are 
too much to go into in this communication, but she took on this challenge and drove it all the way 
home, if I could be so bold. To summarize simply, we were able to align Father’s compensation 
and home equity requirements with diocesan expectations and our costs for his family’s health 
care was significantly reduced with no reduction in benefits, a huge win for these times.

You should also know Darlene is the person who keeps our board meetings flowing. She is much 
more than our board’s secretary: she is an asset to this church. So big, gigantic kudos to Darlene 
Dimitrijevs: well done!

Our parish faces more issues to become fully compliant with our diocese. I will always keep you 
posted on what we are doing and what to expect in the future. I’m sure you will have questions 
for me and I’m happy to answer them.

Ryun Louie
Parish President

from the president

from the parish archives...
Beginning in 1954, St. Michael’s held 
annual carnivals the last week in July.  
A new car was raffled off each year.  
Parishioners worked all of the stands, 
ladies sold our famous hamburgers 
with sauerkraut, amonst other foods.  
Ann Holibonic (The Pocket Lady) had 
a dress with many pockets - each filled 
with goodies and toys for the children. 
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CHICAGO, IL — His Grace, Bishop Paul 
led a pilgrimage to the Holy Land from May 
26 through June 5, 2019, visiting the many 
holy sites and shrines associated with the 
life of our Lord.

Bishop Paul leads pilgrimage to Holy 
LandHis Eminence, Archbishop 
Theophanes of the Patriarchate of 
Jerusalem, accompanied Bishop Paul and 
those traveling with him for most of their 
journey.  Having lived in the Holy Land for 
over 55 years, Bishop Theophanes provided 
a wealth of information based on his vast 
biblical knowledge and experience.

The pilgrimage began in the region of the 
Sea of Galilee.  They visited the remains of 
Saint Peter’s house, where Jesus healed the 
apostle’s mother-in-law, and the remains 
of the synagogue in Capernaum, where 
Jesus taught.  They also visited the Greek 
Orthodox Monastery of the Twelve Apostles 
in Tiberias, the Mount of Beatitudes, and the 
site of the feeding of the 5,000 in Tabgha, 
where Archbishop Theophanes re-enacted 
the blessing of the five loaves.  They also 
visited Magdala, the village of Saint Mary 
Magdalene.  Relevant selections from the 
Epistles and Gospels were read at each site.

On their second day, Bishop Paul and 

the pilgrims visited the 
Greek Orthodox Church 
of the Transfiguration 
at the summit of Mount 
Tabor, on which Jesus 
was transfigured before 
the Apostles Peter, James 
and John.  In Cana, they 
visited the Church of 
Saint George, which 
marks the site where 
Jesus performed His first 
miracle at the wedding 
feast, before visiting the 
Carmelite Monastery of 
El-Muhraqa, where Tradition holds that 
the Prophet Elias defeated the pagan god 
Baal, and the Greek Orthodox Church of 
the Annunciation, where the Virgin Mary 
received the news from the Archangel 
Gabriel that she with was with child.  They 
also visited the Basilica of the Annunciation 
in Nazareth, built on the site of the Virgin’s 
home.

Bishop Paul leads pilgrimage to Holy 
LandEn route to Jerusalem, Bishop Paul 
and the pilgrims made their way through the 
Jordan Valley to the site of Jesus’ Baptism, 
where they stepped into the river’s waters.  
At the Monastery of Saint Gerasimos they 
prayed at the cave below the main church, 

in which the Virgin Mary, 
Saint Joseph, and the 
infant Jesus took refuge 
on their flight into Egypt.  
At virtually every stop 
along their journey, bells 
were rung to announce 
their arrival, as is 
customary in greeting 
visiting hierarchs.

At the Monastery of Saint 
Elisha, Bishop Paul and 
the pilgrims saw what 
Tradition holds is the 

sycamore tree Zacchaeus ascended to see 
our Lord, before visiting the monastery 
and church dedicated to Mary and Martha, 
the sisters of Lazarus, built on the site of 
their home.  The entrance to Lazarus’ tomb 
was about 500 feet away.  In Bethlehem, 
the group venerated the site of Jesus’ birth 
— the Church of the Nativity — which 
Archbishop Theophanes noted is the world’s 
oldest active church.  There they venerated 
the site of our Lord’s birth, marked by a 
large brass star, while reading the Nativity 
Gospel.  They also venerated relics of the 
Holy Innocents.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

On July 20 we will celebrate the 50th anniversary of man landing on the moon; the culmination of a long, drawn out decade of research, 
invention, and trial and error. Ultimately this event fulfilled President John F. Kennedy’s goal to “land a man on the moon and return him 
safely to earth.” In a speech made in September of 1962 – at the height of the “Space Race” between us and Soviet Russia JFK said:

“I will show wonders in the heavens…” (Joel 2:30)

“We set sail on this new sea because there is new knowledge to be gained, 
and new rights to be won, and they must be won and used for the progress 
of all people. For space science, like nuclear science and all technology, 
has no conscience of its own. Whether it will become a force for good or 
ill depends on man…

“There is no strife, no prejudice, no national conflict in outer space as 
yet. Its hazards are hostile to us all. Its conquest deserves the best of all 
mankind, and its opportunity for peaceful cooperation may never come 
again…

“We choose to go to the Moon in this decade and do the other things, not 
because they are easy, but because they are hard; because that goal will 
serve to organize and measure the best of our energies and skills…” 

Bishop Paul leads pilgrimage to Holy Land
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PARISH NEWS
AROUND THE PARISH

JULY VESPERS
Please note that we will not be serving 
Vespers during the month of July.  Vespers 
will resume on Saturday, August 3 at 5pm.

FATHERS DAY PICNIC
A special THANK YOU to the R Club and 
those who helped plan and organize the 
Father’s Day Picnic on June 16.

R CLUB GYRO DINNER
Attention R Club Members!  This year, 
instead of our annual Steak Roast, we’ll 
be having a Gyro Dinner on Tuesday, July 
9th in the Shanty.  Please RSVP to Karen 
Visocky at 330.225.8835 or Paula Herzak at 
216.524.8910.

PARISH GOLF OUTING
We are looking for someone to take charge 
of the Annual Parish Golf Outing this year. 
Please let Ryun Louie know if you are 
interested. Tasks will include setting a date, 
contacting courses, planning the event, etc.

BOOK CLUB
The Book Club will be meeting on Friday, 
July 19th at 7:30 pm in the Lower Level.  
We hope you can join us!

SAMARITANS
The Samaritans will NOT be meeting in 
July as normally scheduled.  They will meet 
again in August.

FATHERS DAY
In honor of Fathers Day on Sunday, June 
16, Tim Klembara, along with his son Noah 
held the troitsa during the Gospel.

A GIFT FROM GOD!
Andrew Timothy Herzak, born on May 8, Parents Daniel & Kristy Herzak

BLESSED IS THE WAY IN WHICH THOU SHALL WALK TODAY, O SOUL!
Helen Arkutik (94), departed June 6, buried June 12
Kristina Shirak (39), departed June 7, buried June 12

Mary (Kmit) Levine (81), departed June 19, buried on June 28

Daniel, Will, Charlie Kristy & Andrew Herzak Helen Arkutik Kristina Shirak

River valley paper co.
Did you know that the River Valley Paper recycling 
bin in the north side of our parking lot helps make our 
church money each month?  River Valley picks up the 
bins monthly, and our parish gets a financial kick-back 
for the overal weight of the paper being recycled.  Not 
only is it just for our parish, but a handful of residents in 
the surrounding area drop off their recycling regularly.  
If your community doesn’t currently recycle, or you 
would rather help the church earn a few extra dollars each month, please consider helping 
fill our bin each month!

PRISLOPSKY LECTURE: SAVE THE DATE
In an effort to give our parish a enough advance notice - please SAVE THE DATE of 
Thursday, September 26 for the 10th Annual Fr. Prislopsky Memorial Lecture.

Anyone who has visited Orthodox churches abroad, especially ones that attract tourists, 
and even some Orthodox churches in North America, knows that there are often signs 
that request people to dress in an appropriate way. This can mean different things in 
different places. Often it means head-coverings and skirts, long sleeves, no shorts or 
beach clothes or bare feet or rude t-shirts...that kind of thing. We do not have such signs 
at St. Michaels, but the general point is a good one. The church building is a sacred space, 
the House of God, and not just a casual event space. Even if we do not attempt to legislate 
how our own people dress when they come to church, an much less how visitors dress, it 
only makes sense that our clothing be modest, clean, presentable and not draw attention 
to itself or to the body in the clothes. So here comes summer, thank goodness, but out of 
respect for the Holy and for one another, don't you think we should give some thought to 
appropriately dressing for church?

maintaining a church dress code in summer
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parish youth UPDATE
“Let everything take second place to our care of our children, our bringing them up to the discipline and instruction of the Lord. If from the 

beginning we teach them to love true wisdom, they will have great wealth and glory than riches can provide.”
St. John Chrysostom

Sunday school graduates
Sunday, June 16 was a very busy day in our Parish.  Not only did we 
celebrate the Feast of Pentecost, but it was Father’s Day as well.  With 
that comes our Annual Father’s Day Picnic where we recognize all of 
the fathers, grandfathers and Godfathers of the parish.  We also honor 
our graduates that day as well.

Congratulations to our Sunday School Graduates:
Elena Hornik, Nikolai Kovalak, Nina Kovalak, Jason Pfeiffer, 
Bobby Reilly and Matthew Supina.  The picture to the right is of all 
of our graduates that were in attendance for Liturgy that day, including 
our High School and College Grads.

CONGRATULATIONS!

St. Vladimir’s Camp & Retreat Center
July marks the start of Summer Camp at St. Vladimir’s!  As always, our parish will pay half of the camp costs for our parishioners.

Younger Kids Week (Ages 7-11) - June 30 through July 6
Sports Week (5th Grade - 12th Grade) - July 7 through July 13

Older Kids Week (Ages 12-17) - July 14 through 20

AS WE DID LAST YEAR, WE ARE ASKING THOSE CHILDREN FROM OUR PARISH WHO ATTEND SUMMER CAMP, TO 
WRITE A QUICK PARAGRAPH ABOUT THEIR EXPERIENCE THIS SUMMER!  YOU CAN INCLUDE THINGS SUCH AS 

YOUR FAVORITE MEMORIES, THE NEW FRIENDS YOU’VE MADE OR JUST WHAT WAS YOUR FAVORITE THING ABOUT 
CAMP.

Please email Phil (phil@philtesar.com) to include in the August issue of the Archangel.  Please submit all paragraphs by Thursday, 
July 25.  Don’t forget to include your child’s name and the week they attended.
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Katya Kovalak & Donna Tesar Daniel & Christina Hornik Joe Sekerak and his Father’s Day Gift

Chef Toot Kormos manning  the grill Raymond Kogler

Tim Kormos, Cheryl Andrews & Mike Petrisin Lara Herzak & Mary Herzak Mickey Herzak with Tim & Cheryl Morse
(Kristy Herzak’s parents)

Everyone enjoying the cookout Melissa Tesar, Dn. Dan & Kai Tesar

Barbara & Ray Fetcenko Alex and Isaac FosterCandace & Andrew Ropchock

Lunch is served!
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HOLLY COOK 
Medina High School

DANIEL HORNIK 
North Royalton High School

DAVID HORNIK 
North Royalton High School

KATYA KOVALAK
Normandy High School

NICOLE GAYDOS
Otterbein University

BA in Health Communication,
Public Relations & Dance

DR. HALEY MEHALIK 
Ohio University

Doctor of Medicine

SAM RAMSAY
Bowling Green State University

BFA in Graphic Design

GREG TURK
University of Akron

MA in Business Administration
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JULY 
 BIRTHDAYS 

 
1 .......................... Olga Matsko 
2 .................. Jennifer Bohurjak 
2 ............. Christina Hollabaugh 
2 .......................... Danny Reilly 
4 ........................... Joey Hornik 
5 ........................ Jacob Kormos 
5 ..................... Juliana Schmidt 
8 ...................... Monica Polcen 
9 ....................... James Naymik 
9 ................................ Kay Klarr 
10 ......................... Jim Mehalik 
11 .................... Marge Dzmura 
11 ..................... Christia Schutt 
12 .................. Pauline Mehalik 
12 ................. George Hornfeck 
14 ..................... Marie Bartlett 
14 .................. Andrew Ramsay 
14 .................. Gianna Musarra 
15 ......................... Jeff Weaver 
16 ................. Ronnie Misichko 
16 ......................... Reid Sylvain 
17 ..................... Kathy Paulsen 
17 ......................... Ryan Young 
17 ................... Joseph Sentelik 
20 ................... Noah Klembara 
22 ................. Andrea Dwenger 
22 .............. Lauren Hollabaugh 
23 .......................... Joan Shirak 
24 ................. Rebekka Kovalak 
26 .................... Sharon Glagola 
27 ...................... Katy Bohurjak 
28 ................... Alexander Boyd 
28 ..................... Joseph Uhrina 
29 .......................... Dan Miklos 
31 ................. Russell Kogler Jr. 
31 ................ Edmund Smyczek 

JULY 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
July 4 

Ronald & Sandy Klein 
Phil & Natalie Tesar 

July 5 
Tim & Lisa Hanchuk 
Chuck & Beth Noll 

July 6 
Jeff & Belinda Weaver 

July 8 
Brett & Maryann Deyling 

July 9 
Daniel & Cristina Hornik 

July 10 
Dan & Kristy Herzak 

July 11 
Greg & Patty Muzic 

Scott & Marie Wallace 
July 13 

Dave & Sue Rigby 
July 14 

Raymond & Barb Fetcenko 
Christopher & Lara Svihlik 

July 17 
ProtoDn. Dennis & Helen Lucak 

July 18 
Bob & Kathy Kovalak 

July 19 
Mihai & Sonja Cojacaru 

July 23 
Jim & Lisa Mehalik 

Terry & Kathy Speth 
July 24 

Mike & Erma Kalinich 
Ryan & Larissa Young 

July 25 
Tom & Liz Herberth 

Leonard & Lois Colagrossi 
July 26 

Henry & Sue Papushak 
July 27 

Joseph & Elizabeth Supina 
July 31 

Greg & Heather Hanchuk 
 

**If you or a loved one are not listed 
on the Birthday or Anniversary lists, 

please contact Phil in the Church 
Office at 440.526.5192 or 

info@stmichaelscleveland.org 
 

ST. JAMES PRAYER LIST 
JULY 

 
WITH CHILD 

Nate & Paula (Dzmura) Allen, Mike & Mary Herzak 
John & Angel Mindala, Mike & Erin Musarra 

Terry & Kathy (Schlekie) Speth, Phil & Natalie Tesar 
Joe & Marissa Uhrina 

 
HEALTH 

Alex Abraham 
Theresa Anderson 
Robert Andrews 
Jamie Arrango 
Ella Baciak 
Ann Bakich 
Terri Baranich 
Jennine Basham 
Adriana Belt 
Joan Benny 
Mary Benyo 
Josh Bertemes 
Kathy Billings 
Alex Boyd 
Michael Brodie 
Andrew Buswell 
Andre Carter 
David Cehlar 
Paul Choma 
Joanne Curtis 
Anne Cvercko 
Eve Dimitrijevs 
Walter Dimitrijevs 
Angela Delemitas 
John Gaborick 
Mary Ann Gaydos 
Ted Geletka 
Robert Glosik 
Allan M. Hamula 
Luke Hanchuk  
Lori Kall 
 
 

Martin & Anne Kallay 
Mat. Laryssa Hutnyan 
Kathy Jacob 
Daniel Hornik 
Leisa Howey 
Robert Kane 
Karen Keefer 
Joseph Keider 
Karen Kirsh 
Marilyn Kirsh 
Joseph Kocab 
Judy Kormos 
Marianne Kormos 
Mat. Myra Kovalak 
Sam Kuchta 
Karl Kuhlenschmidt 
Mike Kurnick 
Annette Lapso 
Gerald Largent 
Donald Lazar 
Dr. Jim Lazor 
Helen Lembke 
Denise LoVullo 
Michael Lucak 
Robert Lucak 
Mickey Macko 
Juliana Matusiak 
Lori McIntee 
John Mehalik 
 

Sandy Mehalik 
John Memorich 
John Michalczyk 
Carol Milla 
Larry Murphey 
Mark Nestor 
Kathy Nestor 
Kristina Polcen 
Dorothy Poulos 
Grace Poulos 
Danny Range 
Bob Rawlins  
Helen Ropchock 
Christia Schutt 
Brenda Seitz 
Mat. Suzanne Senyo 
Joseph Shaluha 
Barbara Sheean 
Don Singel 
Nicholas Sipko 
Lindsay Smith 
Elizabeth Spiwak 
Robert Spiwak 
Rueben & Jane 
Strohs 
George Strongosky 
Elizabeth Sutyak 
Melissa Tomberlin 
Monica Visocky 
Donna Waters 
John Wheller 
Mary Jo Weihrouch 

 
SERVING IN ARMED FORCES 

Jon Farragher, Jacob Stankiewicz 
 

MEMORY ETERNAL 
Tom Abramovich, Cyndi Betancourt, Janet Choma-Boyle, 

Kristina Shirak, Helen Arkutik, Mary (Kmit) Levine 
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FROM PAGE 3

A highlight of the 
pilgrimage was the 
group’s visit to the 
Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher in Jerusalem’s 
Old City, where they 
venerated the large rock 
slab upon which Tradition holds Jesus’ body 
was anointed after He was taken down from 
the cross.  They also venerated many ancient 
icons and relics and read from the Gospels 
in numerous chapels, many of which are not 
readily accessible to the general public.

On the Mount of Olives, site of Jesus’ 
Ascension, Bishop Paul and the clergy 
pilgrims celebrated the Sunday Divine 
Liturgy at the Russian Orthodox Monastery 
and Chapel of the Ascension [Russian 
Orthodox Church Outside of Russia], after 
which they descended the steep slope to the 
bottom of the Mount of Olives and visited 
the Russian Orthodox Monastery of Saint 
Mary Magdalene next to the Garden of 
Gethsemane with its iconic golden cupolas.  
There they venerated the relics of the new 
Martyr Elizabeth.  Among the other sites 
visited were the Basilica of Agony, built on 
the site of the rock on which Jesus prayed 
on the eve of His crucifixion; the Upper 
Room, site of the Mystical Supper and the 
Descent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost; the 

Lower Room, containing 
the Tomb of King David; 
and the Wailing Wall.

Bishop Paul leads 
pilgrimage to Holy 
LandThe pilgrims also 
visited Masada — an 
ancient fortress in 

southern Israel’s Judean Desert overlooking 
the Dead Sea which served as the last 
bastion of Jewish freedom fighters against 
the Romans — en route to the Dead Sea.

The highlight of the pilgrimage was the 
groups audience with His Beatitude, 
Patriarch Theophilos III of Jerusalem, 
where they visited the Patriarch’s chapel, 
and beautiful gardens.  His Beatitude and 
Bishop Paul, who greeted the Patriarch 
on behalf of His Beatitude, Metropolitan 
Tikhon, exchanged gifts, and each pilgrim 
was given a commemorative coin and icon 
as mementos of their visit.

“I am most grateful to His Beatitude, 
Patriarch Theophilus, for blessing our visits 
to these sites and for giving us Archbishop 
Theophanes as a guide,” said Bishop Paul.  
“His Eminence opened many doorways for 
us.  Because of him, we as a group, were 
able to venerate such sites as the Nativity 
of our Lord and the Holy Sepulcher without 
having to wait long.  At all of these sites, I 

read the Gospel relative to the sites we were 
visiting.  Our entire group was grateful for 
the assistance of Archbishop Theophanes to 
make our pilgrimage a prayerful one.”

From the Patriarchal residence, Archbishop 
Theophanes led Bishop Paul and the 
pilgrims on the Via Dolorosa — the Way of 
the Cross — pointing out the most significant 
sites associated with our Lord’s ascent to 
Golgotha, including the Praetorium, where 
Jesus was sentenced by Pontius Pilate; the 
prison in which Jesus was held; the spot on 
which Jesus fell under the heavy weight of 
the cross before being assisted by Simon 
of Cyrene carried the cross; and associated 
events.  They then made their way to the 
Greek Orthodox Church at the base of the 
Mount of Olives, which marks the site of 
the tomb of the Virgin Mary.  They also 
visited Jacob’s well, located beneath the 
altar of the Greek Orthodox Church of the 
Samaritan Woman.

“We encourage everyone to consider making 
a pilgrimage to the Holy Land as it has been 
an amazing experience on so many levels - 
spiritual, humbling, life-changing are just a 
few descriptors,” said one of the pilgrims at 
the conclusion of the pilgrimage.  “And the 
rewards of traveling with his Grace, Bishop 
Paul can’t be overstated.”

On Thursday, August 15, we will celebrate the Feast of the Falling Asleep of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary by making a pilgrimage to Holy Assumption in Marble-
head, OH. We plan on renting vans for the occasion to transport parishioners, 
although you are more than welcome to drive yourself. Liturgy begins at 9:30 
am, so we plan on departing from St. Michael’s at 7:30 to allow us ample time.

Holy Assumption is the second oldest Orthodox Church in Ohio and was 
founded in 1898. When the present-day temple was finally built in 1906, Bishop 
Tikhon (who upon his return to Russia was elected Patriarch and is now Saint 
Tikhon) consecrated the parish and presented it with a beautiful chalice set 
made in imperial Russia. The four main icons on the iconostas were personally 
donated by Czar Nicholas II.

If you would like to participate in this festal pilgrimage to this sister parish of 
our deanery, please either call the church the church office or place your name 
upon the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the lower level.

PILGRAMGE TO HOLY ASSUMPTION IN MARBLEHEAD, OH
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THY WILL BE DONE
An Orthodox Christian Leadership Conference

Cleveland, Ohio // October 10-12, 2019

The Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in America (FOCA), an officially recognized organization of the Orthodox 
Church in America, is sponsoring a two day workshop aimed at current and aspiring clergy and lay leaders 
within the Orthodox church and in secular business leadership roles. Attendees to this conference will gain 
a perspective on employing planning and management principles with an underlying foundation of Christian 
leadership. The keynote workshop will be supplemented by additional parish-focused breakout sessions under 
the topics of Parish Council Effectiveness, Parish Future, and Engaging and Fostering Young Adults Leaders.

OUR SPEAKERS

Event Sponsored By The Fellowship of Orthodox Christians In America

For More Information and To Register, visit www.FOCALeadership.com

Protodeacon Peter Danilchik Joseph Kormos Mat. Jenny Haddad Mosher

Friday, Oct. 11

Saturday, Oct. 12

Thursday, Oct. 10

Networking Welcome 
Reception

Session 1
Key Note Address/Workshop 

Strategic Christian Leadership 

Session 2
Parish Council Effectiveness 

Session 3
Building a Vision of a Bright 

Parish Future

Session 4
Engaging and Developing Young 

Adult Leaders

The Crowne Plaza Cleveland South-Independence
5300 Rockside Rd
Independence, OH 44131

$89.00 plus tax by September 20, 2019.
Call 1-866-840-0582 and give the Group name of The Ohio 
District of the FOCA room block or the Group Code ODF.

Conference Contact Information
Melissa Tesar

Conference Coordinator
FOCALeaderConf@gmail.com

216-509-2573

Contact Melissa today with any questions!

ABOUT THE CONFERENCE

Registration includes the Thursday evening networking reception, Friday/Saturday continental breakfasts and 
Friday lunch. It also includes any conference materials and a copy of 

Thy Will Be Done: Strategic Leadership, Planning, and Management for Christians.

$260 PER ATTENDEE

 FOLLOWING THE CONFERENCE 
ATTENDEES SHOULD: 

• Understand how to address 
leadership issues appropriately 
in an effective, harmonious, and 
ultimately Christian way. 

• Identify specific and attainable 
goals to create a healthy parish 
future.

• 
• Gain perspective on engaging and 

fostering the leadership talents of 
young adults. 

• Discover methods for working 
effectively as a parish council. 

• Meet and network with other 
Orthodox Christian leadership 
peers.
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2019 FINANCIAL UPDATE
(as of June 26 , 2019)

Total Pledge Units for 2019 ......................................................207
Total Amount Pledged .................................................$259,048.00
Total Amount Received ...............................................$134,548.00
2019 Pledge Balance ...................................................$127,070.00

Givers with No Pledge ................................................................33
2019 Non-Pledge Gifts ...................................................$8,136.00

(Givers with no pledge are those members who did not turn in a 
Pledge Card for the 2019 year, but have given some donation in 
2019 that was counted as a pledge.)

GENERAL FUND INCOME UPDATE
Bingo Transfer ..............................................................$30,000.00
Candle Desk ....................................................................$3,584.00
Candles ............................................................................$3,131.00
Children’s Offering ............................................................$156.69
Christmas Offering .............................................................$125.00
Church Special Events ....................................................$1,869.00
Easter Flowers .................................................................$1,745.00
Easter Offering ................................................................$3,431.00
Flowers ...............................................................................$495.00
Offering - Loose Cash ........................................................$994.55
Other Income ..................................................................$2,809.31
Pledge Contribution ....................................................$136,534.00
Special Collection – Donations ..........................................$175.00
Special Gifts ....................................................................$2,305.00
Special Occasion Offering .................................................$505.00
TOTALS .....................................................................$188,044.55

Average Weekly Collection ...........................................$7,232.48
Average Weekly Expense ..............................................$7,313.25

Direct Payment from Your Bank
If you wish to have your financial institution send your donation 
directly to the church, you can contact your bank and set up 
“Archangel Michael Orthodox Church” as a Direct Payment 
recipient.  Often times, this can easily be done through online 
banking.  You can then set the frequency and amount of your 
donation, and the bank sends a check directly to the church on 
your behalf.

Church Envelopes
Please contact the Church Office if you want to: (a) receive 
envelopes weekly or monthly; (b) stop envelopes; (c) correct 
information on the envelope (including the title, e.g., from Mrs. 
to Mr. & Mrs.).

STEWARDSHIP OCA represented at patronal feast of 
Metropolitan Onufry of Kyiv
With the blessing of His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon, Archpriest 
Nazari Polataiko, Rector of Los Angeles’ Holy Virgin Mary Cathedral 
and member of the OCA’s Office of External Affairs and Interchurch 
Relations, represented the Orthodox Church in America at the celebration 
of the patronal feast of His Beatitude, 
Metropolitan Onufry of Kyiv and All 
Ukraine June 24-25, 2019.

The occasion also marked Metropolitan 
Onufry’s fifth anniversary as Primate 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church and 
75th birthday.

Thousands of hierarchs, clergy and 
faithful filled the square in front of the 
Monastery of the Caves’ Dormition 
Cathedral in the Ukrainian capital for the festal Divine Liturgy on June 
25—the feast of Saint Onuphry the Great—at which Metropolitan Onufry 
presided.  Concelebrants included official delegations representing the 
Churches of Alexandria, Jerusalem, Russia, Romania, Serbia, Bulgaria, 
Cyprus, Poland, the Czech Lands and Slovakia, and America.  According 
to the  website of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, the delegation from the 
Georgian Church, which was expected to attend, was unable to do so at 
the last minute.

Fr. Nazari Polataiko reads congratulatory message of Metropolitan 
Tikhon.
Father Nazari read Metropolitan Tikhon’s congratulatory message to 
Metropolitan Onufry, the text of which appears below.  He also presented, 
on behalf of Metropolitan Tikhon and the Orthodox Church in America, a 
relic of Saint Sebastian Dabovich.  Each delegation representing the Sister 
Orthodox Churches also offered appropriate festive greetings.

Fr. Nazari Polataiko reads congratulatory message of Metropolitan Tikhon.

Metropolitan Onufry welcomes Fr. Nazari 
Polataiko to Kyiv.
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PARISH SAVE THE DATE
Sun. June 30 - July 6 ...Summer Camp (Younger Kids / Age 7-11)
Sun. July 7-13 ..................... Summer Camp (NJSST / Age 10-18)
Tue. July 9 ......................................................R Club Gyro Dinner
Sun. July 14-20 .............Summer Camp (Older Kids / Age 12-18)
Fri. July 19 ....................................................................Book Club
Sun. Aug. 18 .........Camp Fundraiser - The Lion King (Playhouse)
Tue. Sept. 10 ....................................................... Prophora Baking
Fri. Aug. 30-Sept. 2 ....... FOCA National Convention (Columbus)
Thur. Sept. 26 ................................................... Prislopsky Lecture
Sat. Oct. 5 ................................... FOCA Ohio District Convention
Mon. Oct. 7-9 ...................................Midwest Diocesan Assembly
Thr. Oct. 10-12 .............. FOCA Orthodox Leadership Conference

Please visit our website for the current version of our online 
calendar.

HEADLINES AROUND THE OCA
FROM OCA.ORG

June 20, 2019
Benedict Sheehan Premieres Liturgy of Saint John 

Chrysostom

June 16, 2019
Fr. Thomas Hopko: Receiving the “Power from on 

High” on Pentecost

June 13, 2019
Speakers Announced for July 11-13 Parish Ministry 

Forum; Grant Program to Continue

June 11, 2019
OCF launches annual “First Forty Days” 

Campaign
(visit www.OCA.org to read the latest news)

Popular biblical commentator and church 
historian Fr. Lawrence Farley turns his hand 
to hagiography in this collection of lives of 
saints, one or more for each day of the calendar 
year. His accessible prose and contemporary 
approach make these ancient lives easy for 
modern Christians to relate to and understand.

Author: Lawrence R. Farley
Format: Paperback
Dimensions: 5.5 X 8.5 inches
Page Length: 304 pages
Publisher: Ancient Faith Publishing

Shop at smile.amazon.com and search for “Archangel Michael 
Orthodox Church” and .5% of your purchase will be donated back 

to our parish!

BOOKSTORE featured book of the month
A Daily Calendar of Saints: A Synaxarion for Today’s North American Church
by Fr. Lawrence Farley

The faithful of the Diocese of Chicago and the Midwest are invited 
to participate in a unique pilgrimage to Alaska August 19-25, 

2020.  The six day/five night trip is being offered by Culturally 
Creative Travel for the low price of $2,525.00.  Early bird pricing 

of $2,295.00 is available to those who book by June 15, 2019.
Visit www.DOMOCA.org for more information!
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HEALTH HINT
juLY 2019 - FIREWORKS SAFETY
BY KRISTEN DOTSON, RN

Moving or have Contact Info Updates?
Please contact the church office to update 
your address and or phone number by 
emailing info@stmichaelscleveland.org or  
calling 440.526.5192.

Candles / Prayers / Flowers
Contact the church office if you would like 
order candles, flowers or have prayers in 
church in honor or memory of your loved 
ones.  Flowers are $55 for a bouquet, and 
candles range from $3 to $30, depending on 

what you would like.  The church office will 
purchase the flowers for you and they will 
be delivered the Friday before the requested 
service / date.

Vesperal Liturgies
All vesperal liturgies will start at 7:00 pm.

Church Summer Hours
Starting on the Sunday of Memorial Day 
Weekend through the Sunday of Labor Day, 
our parish changes to our Summer Hours, 

with Divine Liturgies starting at 9:30 am 
unless otherwise noted.

St. James Prayer List
Contact the church office to have a name 
added to or removed from the St. James 
Prayer list.  The list is published each month 
in the Archangel, and weekly edits to the list 
are printed in the Weekly Bulletin.

****

CHURCH INFORMATION

Everyone enjoys fireworks on the 4th of July.  Here are a few tips to 
keep you safe:

• The best way to protect your family is to not use any fireworks 
at home. Instead, attend public fireworks displays and leave the 
lighting to the professionals.

• Little arms are too short to hold sparklers, which can heat up 
to 1,200 degrees.  Let your young children use glow sticks instead. 
They can be just as fun but they don’t burn at a temperature hot 
enough to melt glass.

• Stand several feet away from lit fireworks. If a device does 
not go off, do not stand over it to investigate it. Put it out with water 
and dispose of it.

• Always have a bucket of water and/or a fire extinguisher nearby. Know how to operate the fire extinguisher properly.

• If a child is injured by fireworks, immediately go to a doctor or hospital. If an eye injury occurs, don’t allow your child to touch 
or rub it, as this may cause even more damage.

annual st. paul grecian festival
We look forward to welcoming you to the annual St. Paul Greek Festival!

If you are looking for a fun, family-friendly event in Cleveland this summer, come 
experience a little taste of Greece right in North Royalton! Enjoy our delicious food, 
beverages and pastries with your friends and family. Experience live Greek music and 
dancing. Learn more about our Orthodox faith with a tour of our beautiful church. Shop 
for jewelry, books, and more in our bookstore and with our many vendors, and be sure 
to take home some baklava. We even offer a drive-thru serving some of our popular food 
items such as gyros.
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State License
#13728

770 Ken Mar Industrial Parkway
Broadview Hts .Ohio 44147

Dennis M. Schlekie
Owner / Master Plumber Phone: (440) 526-2905

Fax: (440) 546-7698

Dennis@ApprovedPlumbing.com

www.approvedplumbing.com

Theodore J. “Ted” Kirsh
Funeral Director, Parishioner

7501 Ridge Road • Parma, Ohio 44129 • 440.842.7800
tkirsh@buschcares.com

Professional Vision Services
including Contact Lenses and Glasses

7305 Broadview Road Seven Hills OH (216) 642-7373
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 JULY 2019

On June 17, many faithful gathered to help bake the prosphora (or church bread) that will be used throughout the 
summer.  While we bake prosphora regularly throughout a calendar year, there are certain times when our youth 
are on a break from school that allows them to help and be a part of this importance volunteer effort.  With summer 
break, we had a large number of youth help out this time - and we’ll have enough prosphora to get us through 
September 8th!  In addition, the traditional Pizza Lunch was served at the conclusion!

PROSPHORA BAKING ON JUNE 17


