
TIME IS ON OUR SIDE
BY FR. JOHN MEMORICH

In Orthodoxy, when we commemorate biblical events, we do not simply remember them as happening in the past, but we celebrate that 
they are happening now, for the Holy Spirit continues to lead, bestow gifts, and pour life upon the people of the Lord, and into the whole 
world. This stems from a distinction which the Greeks make between “Chronos” time and “Kairos” time.

In our modern world and culture, we tend to focus upon time as being chronological 
(Chronos); the kind we measure using clocks and calendars. This type of view can be 
likened to a river which continually flows forward and never backwards. Thus, in a 
sense, what is past is gone forever.

The Greeks, however, believed in the concept of time as also being Kairos: repeatable 
again and again. Therefore, important biblical events and feasts can not only be 
remembered, but in ritual they can be made present. A sacred or significant event of 
the past can be repeated and its original meaning made accessible under the special, 
intentional circumstances. Thus, we undergo the week of our Lord’s Passion – His 
betrayal; His Last Supper; His washing of feet; His spiritual discourse to His disciples 
known as the “High Priestly Prayer;” His arrest, as well as the beatings, scourging 
and ultimate suffering and death upon the Cross – as if were happening “in the now.” 

This is why the Church intensifies Holy week with services and the scriptural accounts – both from the Old and New Testaments – which 
apply to this sacred time in history…and in our present spiritual lives. It is also how we, unlike the disciples, stay awake and stand watch 
and venerate Christ’s Most Precious Body taken down from the Cross (depicted on the Shroud or “Plaschinitsa”) and lay it in a tomb – 
mourning Christ’s death while at the same time anticipating His Resurrection.

The Kairos of Orthodox worship is most clearly evident in the celebration of the Eucharist, for it is based upon a past event, Christ’s famous 
Last Supper with His disciples in the Upper Room prior to His Passion. Thus, an ancient historic event in which certain foods were eating, 
certain prayers were said, and certain specific words were uttered is manifested in a contemporary setting, as if it were happening today. 
So even though two thousand years have passed, all that chronological time and distance cannot prevent us from experiencing a supremely 
holy event; to the sacred reality that was revealed there and then.

It must be noted, however, that Kairos time leaves little room for change or innovation, for it is the re-celebration of a specific event in 
time. And repeating things in the same way as were done, helps to build continuity, develop solidarity with generations past, and the idea 
of community with fellow Orthodox Christians throughout the world because each parish is celebrating the same thing in the same way 
and in the same manner!
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During this extraordinary time, I humbly ask, implore, and beseech each of you to continue your financial support 
of our Church. The loss of revenue to our beloved parish community over the next few weeks represents a serious 

blow since, we too, as a church must also meet our own financial obligations. Therefore, please continue to be good 
stewards over your resources – especially given this pandemic crisis – and support your church out of love and re-

spect to Almighty God. 
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Lenten greetings to you, our Archangel Michael parishioners. We are witnessing an 
extraordinary time this past month. First, I must thank your Board of Trustees for the hard 
work they have been putting in since the coronavirus situation occurred. Their never-ending 
dedication is hum-bling and admirable. Great thanks are due to Matt Roach for sanitizing 
the church sanitized and getting it ready for services. Thanks to all the volunteers that help 
without hesitation for all the extra meals and special events we put on. Thank you to our 
Steve Kovalak and Pat Hanchuk for their oversight of the Sunday School teachers who are 
emailing out their weekly lessons the best they can.

Allow me to share the work your Board of Trustees has undertaken 
as we face these crazy times with all necessary precautions we 
are taking. The Finance Committee met March 9 to plan for today 
and the future of church finances. With monthly losses of bingo 
at $10,000, known Woodside cancellations of $11,000, parish 
offerings down and future services being scaled down to a skeleton 
crew, our monthly income is dramatically lower. The team is 
analyz-ing and adjusting expenses finances to provide us with the 
best options to operate during this time of change. While we know 
the governmental mandates to cancel large gatherings will not last forever, it is better for us 
to take immediate action to lower our expenses and secure the as-sets we have.

With the monthly revenue loss outlined above, we ask that our parish help by contributing 
your regular offering even though we may not be attending regular church service. Please 
under-stand that if times are tough for you, we only ask to give what you can. Please take 
care of your family needs first.

We also ask for your help in notifying us if you or someone you know needs assistance 
in the form of meals to anything our parishioners can provide. We must remain strong, 
together, and help each other during these difficult times. Please call the church office and 
leave a message or contact me or any of our board members as needed.

Please be heathy and safe. Let’s pray during this Lenten season. And let’s stay strong 
together as a parish.

In Christ,
Ryun Louie
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

RECIEVE IMPORTANT PARISH UPDATES VIA TEXT
In an ongoing effort to keep our parish community informed and up-to-date with very 

important information, you can now receive TEXT MESSAGE updates from the church.  
These updates are not sent frequently, but rather when there is information that needs to 

be distributed quickly.

TEXT AMOC TO 94090
You’ll recieve a confirmation text message.  Standard Message and data rates apply.  The 

church cannot add your number, you need to “opt-in” to start receiving the messages.  
Please contact the church office with any questions, and Phil will be able to help you 

out.
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FOR UPDATED INFORMATION FROM HIS GRACE 
BISHOP PAUL & THE DIOCESE OF THE MIDWEST, 

VISIT WWW.DOMOCA.ORG



THE ARCHANGEL4

PARISH NEWS

A FEW NOTE FROM FR. JOHN

• Because of the current situation, St. 
Michael’s is doing everything we can to 
maintain ourselves as the Church and to 
continue ministering to our faithful.

• Our Sunday school teachers are working 
on e-mailing lessons to students and their 
families so that they might continue their 
education at home.

• Even though parishioners have been asked 
to stay home, bills and utilities still need to 
be paid. Please make sure that you continue 
to send in your weekly pledges so that our 
church suffers no economic hardships.

• Great Lent is a season of charity and we 
ask each of you to be charitable by helping 
others in need. If you or anyone in the parish 
is in dire circumstances, is low on food, or 
needs a ride someplace, please let us know 
so that we might be able to help.

• During this crisis, we have turned down our 
thermostats and are conserving energy. We 
have gone to a skeleton crew at Woodside

• just to maintain the bare minimums.
• People have already begun to ask me about 

Pascha, Holy Week Services, confessions, 
etc. Let’s cross that bridge when we come 
to it. Until then, let’s just stay focused on 
maintaining our Lenten journey.

• Because our Lenten experience is always 
voluntary, and since this is not anywhere 
near an ideal Lent, no one should think 
themselves penalized for what they cannot 
do.

• Although it is customary to forego meat and 
dairy during this season, if you are unable 
to go shopping or wish not to leave your 
home, I will offer dispensation from the 
fast as long as you try and maintain it on 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 

• I encourage you to follow our Facebook 
page, especially since I’ve added Daily 
Bible Quizzes to help educate and occupy 
your time.

• Pray for a peace-filled conclusion to this 
crisis. God sent the flood in Noah’s age so 
that the people might repent and change 
their ways. Thus, His strategy is constant. 
God does not delight in the death of a sinner, 
but rather that he turn from his wicked way 
of life and live (Ezek. 18:23). Therefore, 
may we all return to Him.

PARISH TRANSITIONS
BLESSED IS THE WAY IN WHICH THOU SHALL WALK TODAY, O SOUL!

Ann Youshak, departed March 13, buried March 16
Julia Gory (non-parishioner), departed March 22, buried March 26

Nicholas Sipko, departed March 29, buried April 1
Margaret Kostura, departed March 31, buried April 3

FOOD DONATIONS FOR ST. HERMAN’S
Despite the uncertainty that surrounds COVID-19, the needs at St. Herman’s are 
still there.  With that, we will continue to collect non-perishable food items for St. 
Herman’s during Great Lent.  However, in an effort to limit exposure and contact 
while we are in the middle of “Stay Home Ohio”, our plan is to determine a day in 
the coming weeks where you will be able to drive up to the church and drop off your 
items without ever leaving your car.  The date has not yet been set, but we will make 
that announcment as soon as we have it.

PASCHAL FLOWERS
While there is still so much uncertainty surrounding all of our upcoming services, 
including Holy Week and Great & Holy Pascha, we are still moving forward with 
collecting donations for Paschal Flowers.  Please consider donating in Honor or 
Memory of your loved ones as you have in the past.  All names will be included in 
the Paschal Bulletin.  If we end up not having services and don’t order flowers, your 
donation will be transferred into the Charity fund.

PARISH YOUTUBE CHANNEL
Continuing our effort to keep our parishioners connected 
digitally, our Parish now has a YouTube Channel.  Currently, 
we have a few services that were live-streamed, as well as some pre-recorded services 
as well.  In addition, we have an archive of videos from the past few years that are in 
the process of being uploaded as well.  These include Q & A videos with Fr. John, the 
90th Anniversary Documentary narrated by Pauline Mehalik and others.

We recommend checking out this channel and “subscribing”.  As we grow this 
channel, we’ll be creating more content to upload more regularly.  There is a link on 
our website StMichaelsCleveland.org that will take you to our new page.

LIVE STREAMING ON FACEBOOK
While Archangel Michael is no longer able to live-stream services at the 
present moment, there is a facebook group called “Eastern Orthodox 
Livestreaming services”.  This page is dedicated to Orthodox churches 
from the country who ARE able to live-stream.  This includes links from 
Greek, Ukranian, Antiochian, OCA and others.  This is a private group, 
so you will need a Facebook account and you’ll need to request to join the group 
before you can view anything.

Simply type “Eastern Orthodox Livestreaming services” into the Facebook search bar 
and click “join group.”

IN THE EVENT WE ARE ABLE TO LIVE-STREAM AGAIN
Our services will be live-streamed on Facebook LIVE.  No Facebook account 
is needed - you can visit our website StMichaelsCleveland.org and click on the 
Facebook Live link near the middle of the page.
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PARISH YOUTH UPDATE
“Let everything take second place to our care of our children, our bringing them up to the discipline and instruction of the Lord. If from the 

beginning we teach them to love true wisdom, they will have great wealth and glory than riches can provide.”
St. John Chrysostom

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
3 & 4 ......................... Maryann Deyling & Monica Visocky
K / 1st ........................................Mat. Catrina Kovalak
2nd....................................................... Kathy Kovalak
3rd ...........................................................Liz Herberth
4th .................................................... Stephen Kovalak
5th ...........................................................Pat Hanchuk
6th .........................................................Larissa Young
7th, 8th 9th ...................................... Dn. Dan Kovalak
10th, 11th, 12th .................................... Tim Klembara

Church School Co-Superintendents
Stephen Kovalak & Pat Hanchuk

Along with all services, all Sunday School Classes have 
been postponed until further notice.  We appreciate 
your understanding during this unprecedented time.

On Saturday, March 14th, the youth of the parish gathered to put together 
the gift packages for the St. John’s Orphanage in Kenya.  His Grace Bishop 
Paul was in attendance after Vespers for this event.  Unfortunately, due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic, Bishop Neofitos was scheduled to join the group, but 
was forced to return to Kenya before travel restrictions were put in place out 
of the United States.  Thank you to everyone who supported this cause!

SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY
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1). Christ ate a meal of ______&_______ after His Resurrection.
2). Our Lord told His disciples that one day they would be ____________.
3). Jesus miraculously multiplied these items to fed over 5,000 people.
4). The Prophet Jonah was swallowed by this sea creature.
5). These two brothers, sons of Zebedee, and these other two brothers, were fishermen.
6). This particular fish, also known as St. Peter’s fish, is believed to be type that was used in 
feeding the Five Thousand.
7). When Peter asked Jesus if He was going to pay the Temple tax, Jesus told Peter that he would 
find the coin for the tax in this.
8). Our Lord uses this fishing analogy to describe the Kingdom of Heaven.
9). According to John’s gospel, when Christ told His disciples to cast their nets on the right side 
of the boat, they caught this exact amount of large fishes.
10). Which body of water would the Hebrews have been unable to catch fish in?
 a. Sea of Galilee
 b. River Jordan
 c. Mediterranean Sea
 d. Dead Sea (or Salt Sea)
 e. Nile River

BIBLE FISH - TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE
“Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? – 
unless indeed you fail to meet the test!” (2nd Cor. 13:5)

Answers:
1). Broiled Fish and Honey (Luke 24-42)
2). “Fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19)
3). Five Loaves and Two Fish (Matthew 14:17-21)
4). The Book of Jonah does NOT say “whale” as many suppose, but that God appointed a “Great 
Fish” to swallow Jonah. (Jonah 1:17)
5). James & John and Andrew & Peter (Matthew 4:18-22)
6). Tilapia
7). Inside the mouth of a fish that he would catch. (Matthew 17:24-27)
8). Catching fish in a net. (Matthew 13:47-50)
9). 153 (John 21:1-11)
10). The Dead Sea – because the salt content of the water prohibits fish from living in it.

The so-called “fish symbol” is one of the most 
ubiquitous symbols of Christianity. Apart from the 
cross, it is probably the most recognizable symbol of 
our Faith. But how did it come 
to be and why was it used? 

Briefly, the fish symbol is 
based on a Greek acronym for the phrase Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son, Savior. In Greek, the phrase is Ίησοῦς 
Χριστός, Θεοῦ Υἱός, Σωτήρ. When we take the first 
letter from each word in that phrase, we have ΙΧΘΥΣ, 
which happens to be the Greek word for “fish” (ixthus 
or icthus—the spelling can vary in English). 

During the early days of Christianity, Christians were 
often put to death for practicing their faith, so they 
worshiped in secret places. A fish painted or etched on 
the outside door of a house let other Christians know 
that they would be safe and welcome inside. According 
to ancient tradition, when a Christian met a stranger 
in the road, the Christian sometimes drew one arc of 
the simple fish outline in the dirt. If the stranger drew 
the other arc, both believers knew they were in good 
company. 

DEACON DANIEL AWARDED THE DOUBLE ORARIAN 
On Sunday, March 15, Deacon Daniel was awarded the right to wear the double orarian - an honor a bishop can bestow on a deacon.  His 
Grace Bishop Paul cited Deacon Daniel’s committment to Archangel Michael parish, as well as his dedication and love for St. Vladimir’s 
Camp & Retreat Center as a part of his decision to grant this award.  Unfortunately, this exciting and special occassion was the first Sunday 
that most parishes were impacted by the COVID-19 epidemic.  In an effort to limit the spreading of the coronavirus, we encouraged all 
parishioners to stay home and not attend liturgy that morning.  The next time we can all gather together, be sure congratulate Dn. Dan on 
this very special award.  AXIOS! AXIOS! AXIOS!
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A reflection from your pastor

When I first arrived at St. Michael’s and realized almost everyone 
played golf, I reluctantly took up the game in order to fit in. As 
I played in countless holiday outings 
and various parish tournaments, my 
scores never seemed to improve. I was 
consistently shooting somewhere in the 
low 70s….on the first nine holes!

As I watched various parishioners in the 
hopes of improving my game, however, I 
was quite saddened to see just how many 
parishioners employed “foot-wedges,” the 
old “look around, pick it up, and drop it 
in a better spot” technique, and the ever-
classic, “Hey, here’s my ball in the middle 
of the fairway” when we all saw your drive go straight into a swamp!

I, on the other hand, have always enjoyed finding my ball in a 
difficult lay because that shot to me becomes more challenging and 
is a greater test to your ingenuity and skill. Perhaps that philosophy 
is why I am kind of enjoying all that we are going through during 
this particular period with the Corona Virus shut down. This 
difficult experience is obviously pushing and “testing” us and our 
resolve – but that is not altogether a bad thing. St. James offered 
these encouraging words to the Early Christian Community: “Count 
it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for 
you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And 
let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing.” (James 1:2-4)

Those who lived through the great Depression and World War II are 
often referred to as “The Greatest Generation.” Their spirits were 
tested and shown to be tried and true. They endured all manner 
of hardships: economic upsets, poverty, rationing, lack of food, 
clothing, and heat. They lost jobs, cars, homes, and worked at the 
most menial jobs; doing anything to make money and support their 
families. They sacrificed creature comforts and did without so that 
they could send their children to college. All this they did selflessly 
and with complete trust and humility before God.

Those of us who are Baby Boomers, Generation X’ers, and 
Millennials have lived relatively peaceful and unencumbered lives. 
We have always had enough, have never known want, adversity, and 
endured what little economic hardships occurred with little concern 

or care; like when gas prices nearly went up to four dollars a gallon. 
Still, we’ve never really “done without.” We’ve never really had to 
sacrifice. No matter the circumstances we’ve always found a way to 
maintain ourselves in the pleasures of life.

That is why I’m finding this moment in history 
quite interesting. Not only is it one of those 
cataclysmic events that has brought our nation 
– and the world – together in suffering, but we 
are forced to accept that which is well beyond 
our control.  

Although I certainly don’t want to suggest 
that shutting churches, not holding services, 
and perhaps not celebrating Great and Holy 
Pascha are “good things,” I do believe that 
from another perspective we might be able 

to glean some valuable lessons. We can look upon this time and 
recall the persecutions of Early Christians when they had no church 
buildings and had to hole up in their homes to pray out of fear of 
arrest. 

We can look upon this time and remember the seventy-plus years of 
Soviet oppression upon the Church throughout the Eastern Bloc and 
how they, too, often had no Paschal or Holy Week services because 
practicing one’s faith publicly was a crime.  

Perhaps we can even look upon this instance as a reminder of just 
how much we’ve taken our freedom of faith for granted and chosen 
picnics, soccer games, football games, or shopping over services!
Having to “do without” holiday services might encourage us to 
appreciate such things in a greater fashion, holding them as that 
much more precious and sacred. The absence of said services might 
also remind us of the universality of the Paschal celebration itself, 
for, just like Christmas morning in Whoville, the Triumphal Feast of 
Pascha comes and is revealed by the People of God no matter what!

But above all, let us strive to meet whatever hardships come, not 
as individuals, but as a Community of Believers; and do so with 
complete faith and trust in God. As St. Paul wrote to the Romans, 
“Suffering produces endurance, endurance produces character, 
and character produces hope” (Rom 5:4). This testing of our faith 
could be our finest hour, our greatest challenge, our one chance to 
get it right. This just might be the character-building experience 
needed to show the world that we are a great generation in Christ 
also!

DURING THESE TRYING TIMES

Unlike numbers which remain fixed, certain, and finite, language…
and specifically words, seem to be in a continuous state of flux, 
shifting and/or changing their meanings; sometimes right under our 
very noses!

The word nice used to mean “foolish or silly,” while silly used to be 
something “worthy or blessed.” Awesome and awful have the same 

root, awe, meaning “fear, terror, or dread.” Within a Christian context 
it became adapted to mean “solemn or reverential,” yet over time 
something awesome became synonymous with “excellent,” while 
awful denoted that which was “terribly bad.” Naughty used to mean 
that you had naught or nothing, then shifted to mean someone evil or 
immoral, and now it simply defines someone who is behaving badly. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

“BE SUBJECT TO ONE ANOTHER OUT OF REVERENCE FOR CHRIST.” (Ephesians 5:21)
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APRIL 
 BIRTHDAYS 

1 ......................... Ashley Longa 
1 ....................... Mike Niezgoda 
2 ............................ Cole Merrill 
2 .......................... Cindy Toncic 
2 ................ Tammy Ubbelohde 
2 ....................... Nicholas Lucak 
3 ...................... Kristen Kovalak 
4 ...................... Joseph Kormos 
5 ............................ Tim Sylvain 
7 ............................. David Turk 
7 .................... Gregory Kormos 
9 ........................... Sandy Molls 
10 ....................... John Mindala 
11 ..................... Jackson Young 
12 ........................... Elena Boyd 
12 ......................... Connor Noll 
13 .................... Daniel Mehalik 
14 ....................Gabe Ropchock 
14 ................... Ann Strongosky 
14 ................ Christopher Lucak 
15 ............................ Gail Fiktus 
16 ....................... Natalie Tesar 
17 ................... Andrew Buswell 
17 ..................... Richard Kogler 
18 ................. Steve Strongosky 
18 ................... Noelle Hanchuk 
18 .................... Michael Herzak 
18 ..................... Jeffrey Neilsen 
20 ............................ Erika Kirsh 
21 ................. Melanie Schmidt 
21 ................ Matthew Kormos 
23 .......................... Anne Kallay 
24 ................... Nicholas Polcen 
24 ....................... Greg Mindala 
25 .................. Nicholas Gaydos 
26 ........................ Mark Nestor 
27 .................. George Dimitruk 
27 ................ George Farragher 
27 .......................... David Rigby 
28 .................... Jeffrey Schlekie 
30 ................. Stephen Mehalik 
30 ........................ Elena Hornik 

APRIL 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
April 17 

Fr. John & Mat. Jani Memorich 
 

April 23 
Jeff & Natalie Boyd 

 
April 25 

Stephen & Lynsay Gaydos 
 

April 29 
Peter & Tammy Ubbelohde 

 
 

**If you or a loved one are not listed 
on the Birthday or Anniversary lists, 

please contact Phil in the Church 
Office at 440.526.5192 or 

info@stmichaelscleveland.org 
 
 

“…and the two shall become 
one flesh; 

What therefore God has 
joined together, let no man 

put asunder.” 

ST. JAMES PRAYER LIST 
APRIL 

 
WITH CHILD 
Greg & Sarah Mindala 
Peter & Tammy (Kowalchik) Ubbelohde - Twins 
 
PARISHIONERS 

Terri Baranich 
Joan Benny 
Elena Boyd 
Sandy Bohurjak 
Andrew Buswell 
Marianne Buswell 
Walter Dimitrijevs 
John Gaborick 
Michael Gaydos 
Robert Glosik 
Anne Kallay 
Kay Klarr 
Luke Hanchuk 
Thomas Herberth 
Daniel Hornik 
Michael Kochan 
Margaret Kormos 
Marianne Kormos 
Annette Lapso 
Donald Lazar 
Nicholas Libertin 
Robert Lucak  
 

Mickey Macko 
Sandy Mehalik 
Alexandria Mikulicz 
Carol Milla 
Mark Nestor 
Kathy Nestor 
Gale Pishko 
Carlos Plaza 
Kristina Polcen 
Rick Polcen 
Candace Ropchock 
Helen Ropchock 
Christia Schutt 
Pat Sima 
Elizabeth Spiwak 
Robert Spiwak 
George Strongosky 
Elizabeth Sutyak 
Joseph Sutyak 
Monica Visocky 
Margaret Voloschuk 
John Wheller 

SPECIAL INTENTIONS & PRAYERS 
Mat. Anna Andrew ........................................... (Fr. John’s cousin) 
Judy Armstrong .................................. (Joanna Farragher’s friend) 
Jamie Arrango ........................... (Friend of many FOCA members) 
Ella Baciak ................................................. (Donna Tesar’s friend) 
William Cook .............................................. (John Cook’s brother) 
Anne Cvercko ............................................. (John Mindala’s aunt) 
James Docherty Jr. ................................... (Spiko family member) 
Sandy Garcowski ............................. (Nick & Jackie Sipko’s friend) 
Debbie Geletka ............................................ (Former Parishioner) 
Ted Geletka ............................................. (Former Choir Director) 
Joseph Kocab..................................... (Cousin of the Tesar family) 
Sam Kuchta ............................................ (Monica Polcen’s Uncle) 
Mat. Myra Kovalak ............. (Bob & Kathy Kovalak’s sister-in-law) 
Annamarie Luvison ........................... (Child, Niece of Nadine Ellis) 
Archpriest Myron Manzuk ................................ (Fr. John’s cousin) 
John Memorich .................................................... (Fr. John’s dad) 
James Osborn ...................................... (Charity Hanchuk’s father) 
Craig Richardson ............................(Friend of Candace Ropchock) 
Joey Shaluha .............................. (Ed & Karen Visocky’s grandson) 
Debbie Smith................................................... (Sue Rigby’s sister) 
Marie “Dodo” Wisocky ................................... (Joe Verba’s sister) 
 

SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES 
Jon Farragher .............. (George & JoAnn Farragher’s son) 
Nicholas Polcen .......... (Parishioner) 
Jacob Stankiewicz ....... (Donna Tesar’s neighbor) 
 

NEWLY DEPARTED 
Ann Youshak ............................................................ (Parishioner) 
Nicholas Sipko .......................................................... (Parishioner) 
Margaret Kostura ..................................................... (Parishioner) 
Mary Benyo ................................................ (Mother of Sue Rigby) 
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2020 FINANCIAL UPDATE
(as of Wednesday, March 30, 2020)

Total Pledge Units for 2020 ......................................................207
Total Amount Pledged .................................................$269,361.00
Total Amount Received .................................................$70,218.00
2020 Pledge Balance ...................................................$199,403.00

Givers with No Pledge ................................................................21
2020 Non-Pledge Gifts ...................................................$4,163.00

(Givers with no pledge are those members who did not turn in a 
Pledge Card for the 2020 year, but have given some donation in 
2020 that was counted as a pledge.)

GENERAL FUND INCOME UPDATE
Bingo Transfer to General Fund ...................................$10,000.00
Candle Desk ....................................................................$1,793.25
Candles ...............................................................................$996.00
Children’s Offering ..............................................................$34.00
Christmas Offering ...............................................................$60.00
Church Special Events .............................................................. $ --
Easter Flowers ........................................................................... $ --
Easter Offering ..................................................................$ 101.00
Flowers ...............................................................................$120.00
Offering - Loose Cash ........................................................$385.00
Offerings ..............................................................................$76.00
Other Income .....................................................................$523.00
Pledge Contribution ......................................................$73,451.00
Poinsettia Flowers ..................................................................... $ --
Special Collection – Donations .....................................$14,995.00
Special Gifts .............................................................................. $ --
Special Occasion Offering .................................................$315.00
TOTALS .....................................................................$102,822.25

Average Weekly Collection ...........................................$7,909.40
Average Weekly Expense ..............................................$7,574.94

Direct Payment from Your Bank
If you wish to have your financial institution send your donation 
directly to the church, you can contact your bank and set up 
“Archangel Michael Orthodox Church” as a Direct Payment 
recipient.  Often times, this can easily be done through online 
banking.  You can then set the frequency and amount of your 
donation, and the bank sends a check directly to the church on 
your behalf.

Church Envelopes
Please contact the Church Office if you want to: (a) receive 
envelopes weekly or monthly; (b) stop envelopes; (c) correct 
information on the envelope (including the title, e.g., from Mrs. 
to Mr. & Mrs.).

STEWARDSHIP BINGO UPDATE

BINGO REPORT
For the Month of February, 2020

February Highlights:

Number of Sunday’s Open ........................................................... 4
Monthly Total Customers ......................................................... 604
Average Customers per Week .................................................. 151
Monthly Revenue Generated ....................................... $20,739.00
Monthly Profit .............................................................. $10,000.00
Monthly Transfer to Church......................................... $10,000.00

Fiscal Year-to-Date Profit
$30,727.00

Fiscal Year-to-Date Transfers to the Church
$30,000.00

**DUE TO THE COVID-19 CRISIS, ST. MICHAEL’S BINGO 
HAS BEEN SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  THIS 
LOSS WILL SURELY IMPACT OUR PARISH’S FINANCIAL 

SITUATION.  WE PRAY THAT WE WILL BE OPEN AS SOON 
AS WE ARE ALLOWED, AND THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

CONTINUED SUPPORT OF BINGO AND OUR PARISH.**
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PHOTOS FROM THE MONTH OF MARCH
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FROM PAGE 7

Meat used to refer to a meal and not simply animal flesh as it does 
today, pretty meant sly or cunning, girl could mean a young child 
of either sex, and…well, the list could go on and on for there are, I 
suppose, a myriad of words that have changed through time – like 
myriad itself, which originally specified 10,000 of something instead 
of just a whole bunch.

And how often did we, in our youth, change words into our own 
generational slang? Bad meant good; hot meant cool, cool meant 
neat, rad meant gnarly; while boss or bitchin’ meant something was 
tuff, groovy, the most, far-out, or out-of-sight.

Thus, these shifts in word-meanings can sometimes wreak havoc – 
especially when reading or trying to understand what was written 
long ago. Therefore, to fully understand Chaucer or Shakespeare one 
needs to study the language of that period to fully appreciate and/
or even grasp the full content expressed by those writers using Old 
English.

The same is true regarding the Bible, which is still one of the most 
translated books ever written. Yet like all translations, meanings 
and nuances might not always come through or reflect the intent of 
the original. That is why clergy study Greek (actually koine Greek, 
which was the common language used at the time the scriptures were 
written) during their seminary career so as to be able to go back to the 
original text to discern its truest, deepest meaning.

This brings us to one of the most controversial, misinterpreted, and 
misunderstood points in scripture: the fifth chapter of St. Paul’s 
Epistle to the Church in Ephesus, and more specifically his writings 
on the relationship between a husband and wife that is read at every 
Orthodox Wedding Service (Eph. 5:21-33).

In this present day and age, the post women’s rights and women’s 
liberation movement era, many women shudder and recoil at Paul’s 
statement that a “wife be subject to her husband” (5:22). Sadly, most 
people who [read] the Bible peruse only limited passages and do so 
with a limited frame of mind; never praying beforehand to be guided 
by the “light” and “breath” of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, they often 
misinterpret and misunderstand the entire aspect of Holy Scripture, 
or in this case, what St. Paul is intimating by literally taking verses 
(words) completely out of context. 

It is true that in some “translations of translations” of the Bible 
individuals have incorrectly inserted the word “obey” for submit, 
but that is not correct. The Greek word St. Paul used, which we 
translate as subject or submit, is hypotasso. It is a verb which means, 
“to place under in an orderly fashion” and carries with it no sense, 
thought, or even whiff of forced obedience or abject servitude.  It 
is a Christological statement with the entire concept of submission 
being related to our relationship with Jesus Christ. Thus, the reason 
for believers to submit to each other is purely “out of reverence for 
Christ” (5:21). 

The Greek word for reverence is phobos, meaning “awe, fear, respect, 
honor” and is where we get the term phobia. It denotes a solemn 
respect and honor in a sense of deep and reverential awareness of 

accountability to God or Christ. Therefore, submitting to one another 
or being subject to one another is directly tied to how accountable we 
feel towards our Lord and Savior.

Being submissive is to be “humble or 
compliant” towards others according to 
the authority and order established by 
God. Just as there is order and structure 
in most countries, governments, 
organizations, and clubs, there is 
also order in the Church. Christ is the 
head of the Church; those who are in 
leadership within the church fall under 
the authority of Christ; those who attend 
and serve within the church fall under 
the leadership of the Church via the 
authority of Christ. Thus, there exists an 
etiquette and protocol within relationships; a continuity and order 
that exists “on earth as it is in heaven.”

Given this fuller context of being subject to authority, one might 
now have a far greater appreciation for the gospel narrative of the 
Centurion who dared approach our Lord in the hopes of having his 
servant healed. For when Christ offered to go and heal the servant, 
the Centurion responded, “Lord; I am not worthy to have you come 
under my roof, but only say the word and my servant will be healed. 
For I am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to 
one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to 
my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he does it” (Matt. 8:8-9). At this point Christ 
literally marveled at his faith, and not only his faith, but his ability to 
understand the line of authority, the “chain in command,” as to who 
Christ was!

I will admit that when taken alone the term “submit” can seemingly 
denote or hold a negative connotation, especially given today’s “You-
don’t-own-me, I-can-do-what-I-want” kind of world. However, being 
submissive is a genuinely humble, Christ-like, willful act to those 
in authority with the fuller knowledge that God has the ultimate 
authority and is the ultimate judge. It is hard for many to realize, 
accept, or even commit to such submission because we live in such a 
culture of pride that encourages us to assert ourselves, fight for what 
we want and do whatever it takes to make ourselves happy. Christ, 
however, desires us to submit to Him because He knows when we do, 
we will be able to live our lives to the fullest purpose, in the greatest 
measure of love and joy as we comply to His will.

Learned Christians obviously understand all the above when the entire 
passage from Ephesians is read instead of fixating on a particularly 
singled-out verse. And they see that this submission is NOT a male/
female dilemma, conflict, or even a feminist cause celeb, but that each 
person entering the union of marriage must submit to one another 
just as they themselves submit to Christ. As I often quip, believing 
that marriage is a 50-50 proposition between two parties is what 
has led 50 percent of all marriages to end in divorce. Each person 
entering this sacred, sacramental union – both the husband and wife 
– are encouraged to give 100% of themselves to their spouse just as 
Christ, leading by example, gave 100% of Himself to His Bride – the 
Church. It is in the “holding back” of those percentages by either or 
both individuals which causes problems to arise in marriage.
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PARISH SAVE THE DATE
Sat. Apr. 11 ............................................. LAZARUS SATURDAY
Sun. Apr. 12........................................................ PALM SUNDAY
Mon. Apr. 13-18 ........................................................... Holy Week
Sun. Apr. 19........................................GREAT & HOLY PASCHA
Mon. Apr. 20-25 .................................................. BRIGHT WEEK

Please visit our website for the current version of our online calendar.

With the uncertainty surrounding services, 
Holy Week & Great and Holy Pascha, please 
be sure to check emails and text message 
communication regarding updates to our 

schedule.

When possible, our plan is to stream any 
services we can.

HEADLINES AROUND THE OCA
FROM OCA.ORG

April 1, 2020
Holy Synod, Metropolitan Council Issue Coronavius 

Statements

March 31, 2020
50th Anniversary of the Agreement on Autocephaly

March 30, 2020
Holy Synod Meets in Special Session

March 30, 2020
Archpriest Thomas Soroka Appointed to Oversee 

Department Work

(visit www.OCA.org to read the latest news)

As is the custom, candles were blessed on the Feast of Meeting of the Lord in the 
Temple. All parishioners should have a blessed candle in their homes, which can be lit 
in times of need, occassions of prayers, sickness and blessing of homes. These candles 
are available for $20 per candle and are available at the Candle Desk & the Bookstore. 
Thank you!

Shop at smile.amazon.com and search for “Archangel Michael 
Orthodox Church” and .5% of your purchase will be donated back 

to our parish!

BLESSED DECORATED CANDLE $20.00
IN OUR BOOKSTORE & CANDLE DESK

The Orthodox Christian faith considers the family to be a little Church, 
for it is within the family where real Christian formation takes place.

With that in mind, His Grace, Bishop Paul of Chicago, has envisioned a 
faith-based effort to provide resources and support for the “little Church”. 

Orthodox Family Life was created to begin fulfilling that vision.

We will be publishing frequent “Reflections” from Bishop Paul focusing 
on the family. We encourage thoughtful comments and discussion on 

these reflections, to better understand the challenges and concerns within 
families, and offer more resources directed to those challenges. As we 

continue to gain momentum, we will add more resources and content to 
promote spiritually edifying nourishment and growth for families in the 

faith.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT 
www.midwestfamily.org
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Moving or have Contact Info Updates?
Please contact the church office to update 
your address and or phone number by 
emailing info@stmichaelscleveland.org or  
calling 440.526.5192.

Candles / Prayers / Flowers
Contact the church office if you would like 
order candles, flowers or have prayers in 
church in honor or memory of your loved 
ones.  Flowers are $55 for a bouquet, and 

candles range from $3 to $30, depending on 
what you would like.  The church office will 
purchase the flowers for you and they will 
be delivered the Friday before the requested 
service / date.

Vesperal Liturgies
All vesperal liturgies will start at 7:00 pm.

Church Summer Hours
Starting on the Sunday of Memorial Day 

Weekend through the Sunday of Labor Day, 
our parish changes to our Summer Hours, 
with Divine Liturgies starting at 9:30 am 
unless otherwise noted.

St. James Prayer List
Contact the church office to have a name 
added to or removed from the St. James 
Prayer list.  The list is published each month 
in the Archangel, and weekly edits to the list 
are printed in the Weekly Bulletin.

CHURCH INFORMATION

HEALTH HINT
APRIL 2020 - CORONAVIRUS
BY KRISTEN DOTSON, RN
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is responding to an outbreak of respiratory disease caused by a novel (new) coronavirus 
that was first detected in Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China and which has now been detected in 32 locations internationally, including 
cases in the United States. The virus has been named “SARS-CoV-2” and the disease it causes has been named “coronavirus disease 2019” 
(abbreviated “COVID-19”).

On January 30, 2020, the International Health Regulations Emergency Committee of the World Health Organization declared the outbreak 
a public health emergency of international concern.  Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that are common in many different species 
of animals, including camels, cattle, cats, and bats. Rarely, animal coronaviruses can infect people and then spread between people such 
as with this new virus.  Imported cases of COVID-19 in travelers have been detected in the United States.  Person-to-person spread 
of COVID-19 also has been seen among close contacts of returned travelers from Wuhan, but at this time, this virus is NOT currently 
spreading in the community in the United States.

The virus is thought to spread mainly from person-to-person.
• Between people who are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet)
• Via respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes.
• These droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people who are nearby or possibly be inhaled into the lungs.

It may be possible that a person can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has the virus on it and then touching their own 
mouth, nose, or possibly their eyes, but this is not thought to be the main way the virus spreads.  
For confirmed coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) cases, reported illnesses have ranged from mild symptoms to severe illness and 
death. Symptoms can include:

• Fever
• Cough
• Shortness of breath

There is currently no vaccine to prevent coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). The best way to prevent illness is to avoid being exposed 
to this virus. However, as a reminder, CDC always recommends everyday preventive actions to help prevent the spread of respiratory 
diseases, including:

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.
• Stay home when you are sick.
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular household cleaning spray or wipe.
• Facemasks should be used by people who show symptoms of COVID-19 to help prevent the spread of the disease to others.

There is still more to be learned about this emerging disease.
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State License
#13728

770 Ken Mar Industrial Parkway
Broadview Hts .Ohio 44147

Dennis M. Schlekie
Owner / Master Plumber Phone: (440) 526-2905

Fax: (440) 546-7698

Dennis@ApprovedPlumbing.com

www.approvedplumbing.com

Theodore J. “Ted” Kirsh
Funeral Director, Parishioner

7501 Ridge Road • Parma, Ohio 44129 • 440.842.7800
tkirsh@buschcares.com

(216) 642-7373
7305 Broadview Road
Seven Hills, OH 44131

oa@drsglosik.com

Dr. George N. Glosik
Dr. Robert J. Glosik
Dr. Cheri J. Andler

LLC

www.apexteamohio.com

Mention this ad and we will donate $250 from your sale or purchase to
St. Michael's Russian Orthodox Church.

Buy, Sell, or Invest with the Best!
216.309.0567
brock@apexteamohio.com
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TO FIND OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL, 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

WWW.STMICHAELSCLEVELAND.ORG


