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CHRIST IS BORN!
Touching God and One Another During the Time of COVID
In his massively influential theological treaties, On the Incarnation,
St. Athanasius (ca 298-373) coined this extremely provocative and
oft touted statement, “God became man that man might become
God.”
The miraculous event of God becoming flesh, which occurred in
fulfillment of numerous and longed-for Old Testament prophecies,
provided the much-needed direct, personal connection or “touch”
with God that had existed in the Garden of Eden prior to man’s fall
from grace; a connection that through time had unfortunately faded
from man’s spirit and psyche.
This unique contact and connection between God and man –
inaugurated in the Nativity and fulfilled upon the Cross – was meant
to not only be experienced between God and man, but in a profound
bond between all of mankind: “Glory to God in the highest, And
on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” (Luke 2:14). Thus, God
becoming man was meant to not only enhance our relationship with
the Divine, but with one another as well. One might even go so far
as to rephrase St. Athanasius’ quote to read, “God became man to
teach man how God wants man to be!” For only by us truly loving
one another as God loves us and treating each other as we ourselves
would like to be treated, can there be “peace on earth and good will
among men.”
Former OCA Chancellor, Protopresbyter Daniel Hubiak, wrote this
passage in an article:
“We strengthen each other in the Faith and in the love of Orthodox
Christianity by personal contact and by seeing each other as
images of Christ. The kiss of peace cannot be accomplished via the
internet. It is accomplished person to person ...” - Protopresbyter
Daniel Hubiak
Having posted the above quote to St. Michael’s Church Chat and to
our parish’s Facebook page back in December of 2018, Fr. Daniel
sent me this heartfelt response:
Fr. John,
Your reference to my article for the All-American Council was very
much appreciated. How a simple statement can have such depth. I
wrote it so long ago and truly forgot about it. Your bringing it to my
attention again made me think of how important it is that we get to

know each other better,
support each other
better, be concerned
about each other more
sincerely…
The idea is central in
our liturgy: “Let us
love one another that
we might confess…
It’s unfortunate that
the “Kiss of peace”
is exchanged only
in the altar with
concelebrating clergy.
I don’t want to
pontificate, but rather to
thank you for repeating
my suggestion for
strengthening each other through personal contact. If anything
about me is remembered after my passing, I hope it will be that
little message you repeated to me on my 92nd birthday.
Thank you, and may our Lord be your support and inspiration in
your holy ministry.
Christ is Born. May He be glorified through our ministry.
Your brother in Christ,
Daniel Hubiak
[note: I was extremely privileged and honored to have gotten to
know and be mentored by Fr. Dan and Mat. Dunya while I worked
and lived at the OCA Chancellery in Syosset as Metropolitan
Theodosius’ kelenyk and the property’s groundskeeper. His
commitment to Christ, the Church, as well as his great devotion to
the Holy Priesthood through service, serving, and preaching were/
are truly exemplary and inspirational.]

FROM THE PRESIDENT
I hope your holiday was great. The Louies spent a very quiet
Thanksgiving together, just the five of us. Usually we have
Denise’s family over, but we decided it was for the best to celebrate
separately. We missed them very much, but we hope that next year
we can have a sense of normalcy and all be together again.
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During the holiday season I want to try some new things to reach
out to our parish. I hope to host a town hall meeting or two over
the next couple of months. These will be held online using the
Gotomeeting app. During these meetings we can discuss your concerns or even just come
together as a church and talk. I may not have all the answers to your questions, but I will
always find them out for you. You can get a head start and ask questions of me before our
meeting so I can make sure to have a substantive answer for you.
It’s my hope to host an informal meeting using this format as a trial run to see if this is
a good format to hold our annual parish meeting in February, unless it is safe to meet in
person.
The holiday season is my favorite time of year, no musical pun intended. It always has a real
cozy feeling that makes me feel safe, even as an adult. I hope that this holiday season – this
holy season – will bring joy and peace to you and your family. Stay positive and always
know you can reach out to our great parish when in need.
Merry Christmas and a most Happy New Year,
In Christ,
The Louies

FOCA HOLDS VIRTUAL ST. ANDREW CELEBRATION

On Monday, November 30, the FOCA (Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in America)
celebrated the Feast Day of the Apostle Andrew, the Holy and All-Praised First-Called with
virutal service LIVE on YouTube from St. Nicholas in
Mogadore, Ohio. National Spiritual Advisor Fr. Nick
Wyslutsky (father of our very own Choir Director
Joachim) led the service, and was joined by a number of
celebrants with ties to the FOCA.
Joining Fr. Nick were His Eminence Archbishop
Michael of New York and New Jersey, Fr. Ted Boback,
Fr. Emilian Hutnyan, Fr. David Garretson, Fr. Nicholas
Finley, Fr. Benjamin Tucci and Fr. Alex Koranda.
His Eminence provided very moving and inspirational
remarks following the service. To watch the service in
its entirety, you can visit the FOCA website at
www.OrthodoxFellowship.org and follow the links for
National News.

PARISHIONERS LIVING IN NURSING HOMES

Please see the list below of our parishioners living in nursing home facilities. It’s always special to be remembered around the holidays, so please
consider sending a warm holiday greeting as our Lord’s Nativity approaches.
Kay Klarr......................... Vista Springs Greenbrian...................... 8668 Day Drive #202.............................. Parma, OH 44129..................... 440-340-4022
Michael Kochan............... Parkside Villa........................................ 7040 Hepburn Road................................ Middleburg Hts., OH 44130..... 440-260-7626
Marge Kormos................. Danbury Senior Living.......................... 9500 Broadview Road #102.................... Broadview Hts., OH 44147.......440.262.2617
Donald Lazar.................... Laurel Lake Retirment.......................... 200 Laurel Lake Dr. Apt G-204.............. Hudson, OH 44236.................. 330-528-6266
Nicholas Libertin............. Governor’s Village................................ 280 North Commons Blvd. Rm 101....... Mayfield Village, OH 44143
Mickey Macko................. Independence Village............................ 505 S. Chillicothe Rd. Apt. 274.............. Aurora, OH 44202.....................330.348.0746
Alexandra Mikulicz......... Independence Village Senior Living..... 505 S. Chillicothe Rd., Apt. 265............. Aurora, OH 44202.................... 330-995-3712
Joseph & Betty Sutyak..... Parkside Village Sr. Community........... 730 N. Spring Road #221........................ Westerville, OH 43082

PROCESSIONS

Processions in the Eastern Orthodox Church are hugely popular, have a vibrant
history, and are generally a magnificent spectacle to behold. On certain Feast
Days, Holydays (holidays), and on other special occasions, Orthodox believers
will empty out of their church and proceed in formal procession around the church,
to a body of water, to a cemetery, to a miracle working well, or even to a distant
location or shrine that could take a week or more. Participation is considered a
podvig, which translates from Russian along the lines of a “voluntary sacrifice”
to God.
One could make the argument that processions have been around since God called
upon Abraham to leave his homeland for an unspecified location or how Moses
led the Exodus through the desert proceeded by a pillar of fire and one of smoke.
The procession of the Myrrh-bearing Women to the tomb of Christ on the third
day is a factor, as is the 5th century AD Byzantine practice of nightly processions
made by the faithful around the city of Constantinople to protect it from the heretics.
Elaborate processions with vestment-clad clergy, chiming bells, the faithful joyfully carrying banners, icons, crosses accompanied by
solemn singing and billowing clouds of incense are a physical expression of communal faith and zealous prayer which ultimately symbolize
our quest towards God and Salvation!

“O House of Ephratha…”

As part of the Church’s pre-festal hymns for the Nativity of Christ we sing this very lilting, yet very sublime hymn: “O house of Ephrathah,
the holy city, the glory of the holy prophets: beautify the house in which the Divine One is born.”
Ephrathah was the ancient name of modern-day Bethlehem, the place where Christ’s Nativity took place. References to this fact are found
in the prophecy of Micah: “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for
me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient of days.” (Micah 5:2)
Ephrathah (Bethlehem) is also the traditional site of Rachel's burial after she died giving birth to Benjamin (Gen. 35:16-21); a connection
made all the more profound after King Herod ordered all the male children in that region, two years old and younger, to be slaughtered in
an attempt to destroy the Christ Child: “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentations, Rachel weeping for her children; she
refused to be consoled, because they were no more.” (Matt. 2:18 quoting Jeremiah 31:15)

RECEIVE IMPORTANT PARISH UPDATES VIA TEXT

In an ongoing effort to keep our parish community informed and up-to-date with very important information, you can now receive TEXT MESSAGE
updates from the church. These updates are not sent frequently, but rather when there is information that needs to be distributed quickly.

TEXT AMOC TO 94090

You’ll recieve a confirmation text message. Standard Message and data rates apply. The church cannot add your number, you need to “opt-in” to start
receiving the messages. Please contact the church office with any questions, and Phil will be able to help you out.
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PARISH NEWS
AROUND THE PARISH
NATIVITY FAST
Please be aware that the Nativity Fast continues
until the Nativity of our Lord on December 25.
ATTENDANCE AT SERVICES
Our service attendance number remains at 50
people until further notice. However, we have
expanded our Service Sign Up Policy to reflect
the following:
Each parishioner may sign up for ONE Sunday
per month in advance. After you have signed
up/attended that one service, you must adhere
to the 4:00 pm Saturday rule thereafter.
UPDATE TO SIGN UP POLICY
As of 4pm each Saturday evening, if there are
any available spots for Liturgy the following
morning, you MAY sign up to attend, even
if you have already attended a liturgy in the
weeks prior. YOU STILL NEED TO SIGN
UP so we have an accurate count, but you
MUST wait until at least 4pm the night before
the service.
GREAT VESPERS
While we still need to adhere to the current
limit of parishioners, at this time, we will not
be having a Sign Up. This can change if we
find more people are trying to attend services.
In addition, Great Vespers WILL NOT be
streamed live. We will continue to stream all
Divine Liturgy services.
PAYPAL NOW AVAILABLE
The church is now currently set up to take
payments via PayPal. We have already recieved
a few donations from non-parishioners who
have been watching our live-streams. Please
note, any donations made through PayPal
to the church are charged a small fee. You
will be credited the donated amount on your
giving statement, but the church receives your
donation, less the roughly 3% credit card fee.

PARISH YOUTUBE CHANNEL

Continuing our effort to keep our parishioners connected
digitally, our Parish now has a YouTube Channel.
Currently, we have all of the services that were livestreamed, as well as some pre-recorded services as well.
In addition, we have an archive of videos from the past
few years that are in the process of being uploaded as well. These include Q & A
videos with Fr. John, the 90th Anniversary Documentary narrated by Pauline Mehalik
and others.
We recommend checking out this channel and “subscribing”. As we grow this
channel, we’ll be creating more content to upload more regularly. There is a link on
our website StMichaelsCleveland.org that will take you to our new page. You can
always vist the site direclty by visiting:
www.YouTube.com/ArchangelMichaelOrthodoxChurch.com

2021 PLEDGE LETTERS & ENVELOPES

Pledge envelopes for the 2021 year have been mailed out. Please be sure to return
them ASAP so we don’t have to send out reminder notices! Also, please contact the
church office if you have not yet received the envelope.

2021 LECTIONARY WALL CALENDARS

Once again, we have ordered the 2021 St. Tikhon’s
Lectionary Wall Calendar to be distibuted to our
parish. This year, we sent out an email survey to
those on our distribution list asking if they’d like
to receive a calendar or not this year. We had over
100 responses and found out that over 60 families
DID NOT want to receive one this year. If you did
not respond, you WILL receive your wall calendar.
As always, we will have a few extra if anyone has
changed their minds. You should be receiving
them in the mail this month. Finally, we would like to thank YURCH FUNERAL
HOME for their sponsorship of these calendars. These calndars are provided to
our parish at NO COST to us - other than postage to mail them. We appreciate the
continued support from Yurch Funeral Home.

DIRECT PAYMENTS TO THE CHURCH

Recently, we had a non-parishioner who has been watching online contact the church
to find out how to make direct donations to the church, rather than using PayPal (of
which PayPal gets a small fee). As a reminder, here is how you can set up automatic
payments to the Church:
Through your bank, you can set up and “Auto Payment” to be made to our church.
Your financial institution will issue a check from your account to the church - just as if
you did it from your checking account. They mail us the check and we deposit it with
the Sunday collection. This process avoids us sharing bank account information and
provides a seamless donation. You can determine the frequency and amount of your
donation, and the bank handles the rest. If you have any questions, please call the
church office for assistance.

PARISH TRANSITIONS
No Transitions for the month of November
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Christmas Services Schedule
With our current limitations on attendace at services, please see
the Schedule of Services below for the Nativity of Our Lord:

Thursday, December 24
Nativity Vespers - 4:00 pm (Live Streamed)
Friday, December 25
Festal Divine Liturgy - 9:30 am (Live Streamed)
Saturday, December 26
Festal Divine Liturgy - 9:30 am (Live Stream TBD)
Sunday, December 27
Festal Divine Liturgy - 9:30 am (Live Streamed)
We hope these additional services will allow as many people as
possible to attend during the Nativity of Our Lord.

INTERESTING YOUTUBE VIDEOS

In the current world of YouTube - I wanted to share with you a very interesting three part miniseries that was posted on a YouTube channel of a young man in Chicago. His name is Austin,
his channel is “Gospel Simplicity” and he currently has over 11k followers. While he is not an
Orthodox Christian (he is Protestant), his channel is “built around the twin ideas of the beautiful
simplicity and transformative power of the Gospel - the good news about Jesus.” Recently, he
visited Christ the Saviour Orthodox Church in Chicago, where Fr. John Baker is the priest. Austin
posted three videos - the first titled “Protestant Reacts to First Orthodox Divine Liturgy”. Second
- “Protestant Tours Orthodox Church” and third - “Protestant Interviews Orthodox Priest.”
The videos range from 20 to 35 minutes in length, but is a great chance for us here in Cleveland to
see Christ The Savior in Chicago - and see how a Protestant reacted to his Orthodox experience. If
you would like to check them out, you can visit https://www.youtube.com/c/GospelSimplicity
or search for Gospel Simplicity on YouTube.

FIRST CONFESSION CLASS

Please join us in congratulating Michael “MJ” Herzak, Justin
Kormos, Emma Noll & Chase Schmidt, who all made their
first Confession on Sunday, November 8th. Congratulations
and Many Years!
The service was Live Streamed and can be found on our
YouTube channel.
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2020 CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

Once again, we will be decorating the church for the Holiday Season with Poinsettia flowers.
Please consider a donation in honor or memory of your loved ones. Flowers will remain in
the church until the New Year – and your donation helps defray the cost of the flowers.
All names will appear as printed below in the bulletin on Sunday, December 20th.
DEADLINE TO SUBMIT NAMES/DONATIONS IS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13
(Names submitted after December 13 are not guaranteed to be included)

Please complete this form and return it to the Church Office with your donation check/cash (made out to St.
Michael’s Church) – marked as Christmas Poinsettia Flowers. Orders can be returned in the Sunday Collection
basket or mailed to the church office. Be sure to note “Poinsettia” on your donation check.

PLEASE PRINT
Name:
Phone: (

Envelope #:
)

Check #:

Email:

Donated By:

(how it will be listed in the Bulletin, i.e. The Memorich Family or Bob & Mary Jane Lucak)

In Honor Of

In Memory Of

ONLY INFORMATION LISTED ON THIS SHEET WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE BULLETIN ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20 th.
(attach a separate sheet if necessary)
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HEADLINES AROUND THE OCA
FROM OCA.ORG

November 29, 2020
Holy Synod Meets and Updated Details on
Funeral Services for His Eminence Archbishop
David
November 24, 2020
Metropolitan Council Meets in Special Session
November 23, 2020
Statement of His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon
on Surge of COVID-19 Cases
November 20, 2020
Metropolitan Tikhon Sends Condolences on the
Falling Asleep of Serbian Orthodox Patriarch
Irinej

(visit www.OCA.org to read the latest news)

APPROACHING THE CHALICE DURING
COVID-19
APPROACHING THE CHALICE
As you come down the center aisle, please maintain social
distancing from non-family members. Next, we have paper
towels on the Tetrapod. There is no communion cloth - rather,
you are asked to hold the paper towel under your chin and
stretch it out towards the chalice to ensure nothing falls off the
spoon and onto the floor. You can then use the paper towel
to wipe your mouth, and place it in the receptacle. All paper
towels will then be burned after the liturgy.
RECEIVING THE BODY & BLOOD
We now have over 100 spoons for communion, therefore, ALL
parishioners will receive the eucharist from their own spoon.
We hope this helps clarify the new process!
The Eucharist is both, the sum and summary of our faith.
Our way of thinking must be attuned to the Eucharist, and the
Eucharist in turn confirms our way of thought.

The Gift of Giving is the Gift of Loving

At no other time of the year is gift-giving so popular as at Christmas. In
fact, the two seem to go hand in hand. Undoubtedly this connection stems
from God gifting us His Son and continues to be reflected and perpetuated
in the gifts of love we give unto others.
One of the most beautiful hymns of the Church regarding gift-giving
occurs during vespers on the eve of the Nativity Feast, in the stichera
verses following “Lord, I call upon Thee…” We sing:
“What shall we offer You, O Christ,
Who for our sake has appeared on the earth as a man?
Every creature which You made offers You thanks.
The angels offer You a song.
The heavens, their star.
The wise men, their gifts.
The shepherds, their wonder.
The earth, its cave.
The wilderness, the manger.
And we offer You a Virgin Mother.
O Pre-eternal God, have mercy on us!”
Regarding this hymn, Fr. Thomas Hopko, in his book, The Winter Pascha states, “How wonderful it is to contemplate the celestial and
cosmic cooperation involved in the coming of the Lord.” Thus, the universal every created entity or creature within Creation reciprocates
God’s Love through their own gifts of Thanksgiving.
Fr. John
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NO DECEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES

1 .............................. Mary Arkutik
1 ........................ Michael Schmidt
2 ............................ Haley Hrestak
2 ............... Alexander Chamberlin
3 ............................. David Pfeiffer
5 .................................. Bob Lucak
5 .................... Rosemary Andrews
5 .................... Darlene Dimitrijevs
5 ........................ Christine Arkutik
7 .................................... Ted Kirsh
8 ................................ Elise Miklos
9 ................................ Tim Gaydos
9 .............................. Daniel Longa
12 .................... Brock Malinowski
13 ...................Candace Ropchock
14 ................................Holly Cook
16 ...................... Elizabeth Sutyak
17 ............................... Ligia Yurch
19 ...................... Nicholas Balyeat
20 .......................... Dawn Kormos
24 ............................ Phillip Roach
26 ................... Fr. John Memorich
26 ......................... Kristen Dotson
28 .............................. Ethan Hahn
28 ............................... Sarah Cook
28 ...........................Tim Klembara
31 .............................Brian Supina
31 .......................... Marina Miklos
**If you or a loved one are not
listed on the Birthday or
Anniversary lists, please contact Phil
in the Church Office at
440.526.5192 or
info@stmichaelscleveland.org

DECEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES

DECEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

Robert Glosik
Luke Hanchuk
Patricia Hanchuk
Thomas Herberth
Daniel Hornik
Anne Kallay
Kay Klarr Michael
Kochan
Margaret Kormos
James Kormos

Erin Musarra Martha
Musil
Mark Nestor
Kathy Nestor
Kristina Polcen
Rick Polcen
Drew Ramsay
Candace Ropchock
Helen Ropchock
Christia Schutt

SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES
Jon Farragher ............................................ (George & JoAnn Farragher’s son)
Nicholas Polcen ......................................... (Parishioner)
Jacob Stankiewicz ..................................... (Donna Tesar’s neighbor)
Archbishop David Faliya .................................. (Archbishop of Alaska)

NEWLY DEPARTED

John Sima
Pat Sima
George Strongosky
Elizabeth Sutyak
Joseph Sutyak
Donna Tesar
Monica Visocky
Margaret Voloschuk
Judith Wienlcaw

Mat. Elizabeth Kachur .......................................... (Fr. John’s friend)
Joseph Kocab ........................................ (Cousin of the Tesar family)
Marianne Kormos ........................................... (Former Parishioner)
Mat. Myra Kovalak ................ (Bob & Kathy Kovalak’s sister-in-law)
Sam Kuchta ................................................ (Monica Polcen’s Uncle)
Annamarie Luvison .............................. (Child, Niece of Nadine Ellis)
John Memorich ........................................................ (Fr. John’s dad)
Jill Olecki .........................................................(Sue Schlekie’s niece)
Craig Richardson ............................... (Friend of Candace Ropchock)
Karen Harley Reynolds .... (Sister of Donna Tesar & Judi Wienclaw)
Gerri Rose .................................................. (Friend of Irene Pollock)
Timothy Rose .................................................(Jackie Sipko’s cousin)
Joey Shaluha ................................. (Ed & Karen Visocky’s grandson)
Debbie Smith ...................................................... (Sue Rigby’s sister)
Gary Yacobian.................................................. (Sipko family friend)
Michael Yacobian ............................................ (Sipko family friend)

Annette Lapso
Donald Lazar
Nicholas Libertin
Michael Lucak
Robert Lucak
Mickey Macko
Sandy Mehalik
Alexandria Mikulicz
Carol Milla
John Mindala

Metropolitan Herman ..................... (Retired OCA Metroplitan)
Archpriest Daniel Kovalak ................... (Bob Kovalak’s brother)
Archpriest Myron Manzuk .......................... (Fr. John’s cousin)
Very Rev. Fr. Andrew Nelko .................... (St. John’s, Campbell)
Mat. Anna Andrew ..................................... (Fr. John’s cousin)
Jamie Arrango ....................... (Friend of many FOCA members)
Ella Baciak ...............................................(Donna Tesar’s friend)
Bruce Baughman .....................................(Vivian Plaza’s father)
Caleb Barnett........................................... (Becky Tesar’s friend)
Denise Bittner ......................... (Mike & Pat Bittner’s daughter)
William Cook ........................................... (John Cook’s brother)
Debbie Geletka ......................................... (Former Parishioner)
Ted Geletka ..........................................(Former Choir Director)
Guy Green............................... (Len Dimitrijev’s brother-in-law)
Maria Horbath ..................................... (Terri Baranich’s friend)
Geraldine Irvin........................................ (Donna Tesar’s friend)

SPECIAL INTENTIONS & PRAYERS

PARISHIONERS
Terri Baranich
Joan Benny
Alex Boyd
Elena Boyd
Sandy Bohurjak
Andrew Buswell
Marianne Buswell
Brett Deyling
Walter Dimitrijevs
John Gaborick

WITH CHILD
Jeffery Schlekie & Melissa Thompson
Kristina (Dimitrijevs) & Stephen McNees

ST. JAMES PRAYER LIST
DECEMBER
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ST. NICHOLAS DAY

9:30 am – Divine Liturgy
(Live Stream)

9:30 am – Festal Divine
Liturgy
(Live Stream)

27

9:30 am – Divine Liturgy
(Live Stream)

20

9:30 am – Divine Liturgy
(Live Stream)

13

6

SUNDAY

28

21

14

7

MONDAY

29

22

15

8

1

TUESDAY

30

23

16

9

2

7:00 pm – Board of
Trustees

9:30 am – Molebien /
Samaritan’s

WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY

30

5pm – Great Vespers

5pm – Great Vespers

5pm – Great Vespers

SATURDAY

NO VESPERS

9:30 am – Festal Divine
Liturgy
(Live Stream TBD)

26

19

12

5

DECEMBER

9:30 am – Festal Divine
Liturgy (Live Stream)

4pm – Nativity Vespers
(Live Stream)

25

18

11

7pm – Cleveland Deanery
50th Anniversary Service
(Live Stream on St.
Nicholas Mogadore
YouTube)
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NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

THURSDAY

CHRISTMAS EVE

24

17

10

3
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STEWARDSHIP
2020 FINANCIAL UPDATE
(as of November 27, 2020)

Total Pledge Units for 2020.......................................................210
Total Amount Pledged..................................................$273,461.00
Total Amount Received................................................$252,330.50
2020 Pledge Balance......................................................$31,487.50
Givers with No Pledge.................................................................25
2020 Non-Pledge Gifts..................................................$13,663.00
(Givers with no pledge are those members who did not turn in a
Pledge Card for the 2020 year, but have given some donation in
2020 that was counted as a pledge.)
GENERAL FUND INCOME UPDATE
Bingo Transfer to General Fund....................................$10,000.00
Candle Desk.....................................................................$3,499.50
Candles.............................................................................$5,384.00
Children’s Offering...............................................................$35.00
Christmas Offering..............................................................$260.00
Church Special Events............................................................... $ -Easter Flowers......................................................................$ 50.00
Easter Offering................................................................$ 2,386.00
Flowers................................................................................$250.00
Offering - Loose Cash.........................................................$358.00
Offerings.............................................................................$566.00
Other Income.................................................................$18,087.97
Pledge Contribution.....................................................$270,063.50
Poinsettia Flowers.................................................................$50.00
Special Collection – Donations......................................$14,995.00
Special Gifts....................................................................$ 2,850.00
Special Occasion Offering...............................................$1,205.00
Sunday School....................................................................$145.00
TOTALS......................................................................$330,184.97
Average Weekly Collection............................................$6,878.85
Average Weekly Expense...............................................$7,574.94
Direct Payment from Your Bank
If you wish to have your financial institution send your donation
directly to the church, you can contact your bank and set up
“Archangel Michael Orthodox Church” as a Direct Payment
recipient. Often times, this can easily be done through online
banking. You can then set the frequency and amount of your
donation, and the bank sends a check directly to the church on
your behalf.
Church Envelopes
Please contact the Church Office if you want to: (a) receive
envelopes weekly or monthly; (b) stop envelopes; (c) correct
information on the envelope (including the title, e.g., from Mrs.
to Mr. & Mrs.).
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2021 PLEDGE CARDS RECEIVED
Cheryl Andrews
2021 PLEDGE CAMPAIGN
Jeffrey Andrews
AS OF NOV. 25
Christine Arkutik
Marie Bartlett
$203,495 PLEDGED
Joan Benny
Michael & Patricia Bittner 142 PLEDGE UNITS
Dan & Therese Bohurjak
Michael & Sandra
Ruth Herzak
Bohurjak
Linda Hilbert
Alexander Boyd
George & Sandra Hornfeck
Elena Boyd
Haley Hrestak
Natalie Boyd
John & Darlene Hudeck
Lisa Burton
Mike & Erma Kalinich
Andrew Buswell
Anne Kallay
Marianne Buswell
Kathryn Kallay
George Chernesky
Sandy Klein
Mihai & Sonja Cojocaru
Noah & Jennifer Klembara
Sarah Cook
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Klich
Len & Darlene Dimitrijevs
Raymond Kogler
Kristen Dotson
Robert Kogler
Andrea Dwenger
Michael & Kathleen Kormos
Marge Dzmura
Nick Kormos
George & Joanna Farragher
Peter Kormos
Jane Fedonhk
Robert & Kathy Kovalak
Raymond & Barbara Fetcenko Stephan & Kristen Kovalak
Fran Foster
Karen Kowalchik
Helen Gaborick
John Krupa
Gregory Gaydos
Helen Ksenyak
MaryAnn Gaydos
Mary Ksenyak
Michael Gaydos
Irene Kuchta
Nicholas & Jessica Gaydos
Anne Kyer
Tim & Paula Gaydos
Ashley Longa
Tina Geffert
Daniel Longa
Ethan Hahn
Mr. Andrew Longa
Jared Hahn
Ryun & Denise Louie
Greg & Heather Hanchuk
Maribeth Lucak
Pat Hanchuk
Lisa Lyon
Anna & Andrew Hayes
Amanda Malinowski
Thomas & Elizabeth Herberth
James & Barbara Mates
Dan & Kristy Herzak
Daniel & Sandy Mehalik
Michael & Mary Herzak
Hannah Mehalik
SPECIAL FUNDS INCOME UPDATE
(as of November 27, 2020)
Charity.............................................................................$1,960.00
Endowment...................................................................$25,275.00
Improvement...................................................................$4,584.00
Library..................................................................................$10.00
Renovation.........................................................................$389.50
Tuition Assistance..............................................................$125.00
Video System................................................................$28,147.52
TOTALS.......................................................................$60,490.52

STEWARDSHIP
Jacob Mehalik
Jim & Jean Mehalik
Jim & Lisa Mehalik
William & Pauline Mehalik
Alex & Sally Meklus
Fr. John & Jani Memorich
Michael Merick
Paige & Thomas Merrill
Carol Milla
John & Kathy Mindala
Nancy Misichko
Martha Musil
Patty & Gregory Muzic
James & Maureen Naymik
Mike & Tanya Niezgoda
Mary Jane Patrick
Patricia Patrick
David & Joy Pfeiffer
Elizabeth Pfeiffer
Vivian & Carlos Plaza
Rick & Monica Polcen
Irene Pollock
Mary Quidort
Philip Quidort
Fritz & Catherine Radwanski
Deborah & Andrew Ramsay
Samantha Ramsay
Stephen Ramsay
Bob & Naomi Reilly
David & Susan Rigby
Ralph Robinson
Nicholas Rolin
Daniel & Olga Sabula
Jeffrey Schlekie

Suzanne & Dennis Schlekie
Christia Schutt
Joseph & Helen Sekerak
Joseph Sentelik
Gerald & Beverly Severns
Joan Shirak
John & Pat Sima
Jackie Sipko
Helen Soroka
George & Ann Strongosky
Steve Strongosky
Liz & Tim Sylvain
Becky Tesar
Donna Tesar
Melissa Tesar
Phil & Natalie Tesar
Mr. & Mrs. David Thomas
Cindy & Joe Toncic
Christina Turk
David Turk
Gregory & Sandy Turk
Nicholas Turk
Martin & Sandra Uhrina
Edward & Karen Visocky
Visocky Family
Margaret Voloschuk
Jeff & Belinda Weaver
Phillip & Judi Wienclaw
Laura Wtulich
Joachim Wyslutsky
Shirley Yerega
Ryan & Larissa Young
Kimberly Zacharyasz
Bill Zubenko

PLEASE RETURN YOUR 2021
PLEDGE CARDS AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE. REMINDER LETTERS
WILL BE GOING OUT SOON.

Visit our Parish Website - www.StMichaelsCleveland.org to
make a donation to our parish!

Shop at smile.amazon.com and search for “Archangel Michael
Orthodox Church” and .5% of your purchase will be donated back
to our parish!

BINGO REPORT

For the Month of September, 2020
September Highlights:
Number of Sunday’s Open............................................................ 0
Monthly Total Customers.............................................................. 0
Average Customers per Week....................................................... 0
Monthly Revenue Generated................................................. $0.00
Monthly Profit........................................................................ $0.00
Monthly Transfer to Church.................................................. $0.00
Fiscal Year-to-Date Profit (thru Sept. 30)
$32.129.30
Fiscal Year-to-Date Transfers to the Church
$30,000.00
**DUE TO THE COVID-19 CRISIS, ST. MICHAEL’S BINGO
HAS BEEN SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

Our parish is on YouTube! Visit our official channel for Live
Streams and other videos!
www.YouTube.com/ArchangelMichaelOrthodoxChurch
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A LETTER TO THE PARISH FROM FR. JOHN

A few weeks ago, the letter below was distributed to our email list (roughly 150 names). In order to reach those who do not receive the
email communication from us, please see the letter below that was written by Fr. John regarding the benefit to our live streaming services.
Re: Live Streaming of Services
To my beloved parishioners
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Since we began live streaming our services, we have had much positive feedback from not only parishioners, but also many Orthodox
Christians at large…some even watching our broadcasts from other countries!
We have also received a fair amount of correspondence from non-Orthodox Christians who ask questions or are interested in the Orthodox
Church or, more specifically, joining our parish.
Here is an excerpt from an e-mail I received just this week which I thought might be nice and edifying for you to read:
“I was wondering if it would be possible to become a catechumen at St. Michael's. Considering how crazy the world is right now,
I realize that might be easier said than done, but I'm more than willing to put in the necessary work. I am working on coming back
to Christ after being away for a long time, and I have been searching for a church to call home. I came to discover the Orthodox
Church through delving into the history of Christianity. I then spent some time trying to find what Orthodox church I should even try
to join. After almost a month of searching with nothing feeling quite right, I stumbled upon Archangel Michael Orthodox Church.
From watching the livestreams on YouTube, I felt a grace that I haven't anywhere else. It feels like your church is full of the Holy
Spirit, something sorely lacking from any other church I have ever been to. Even amongst other Orthodox churches in Ohio, there is
something special about St. Michael's that I can't quite put my finger on, but I really want to find out what that is.”
Since our live streaming began, we had one woman join the church who moved into the area and found us on YouTube. Another woman
contacted me who watches from Florida and is interested in becoming Orthodox and I set her up with a church down there for her to learn.
We had another woman who is interested in converting write to me. A woman who was watching us on YouTube came last Sunday to
express her interest in joining our parish, and now, this gentlemen who I just shared some of his letter with you, expresses his desire to join.
Although it is true that we have not had the success St. Peter had on the Feast of Pentecost when 3,000 people converted (Acts 2:41), and
as much as I may dislike the idea of broadcasting services (I get too nervous when I preach and I detest wearing a microphone), apparently
what we are doing is “working” (by the grace of God) in spreading the Good News.
Fr. John
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HEALTH HINT 149 - DECEMBER 2020

Traveling for the Holidays during the COVID-19 Pandemic
Travel may increase your chance of getting and spreading COVID-19. Postponing
travel and staying home is the best way to protect yourself and others this year.
If you are considering traveling for the holidays, here are some important questions
to ask yourself and your loved ones beforehand. These questions can help you
decide what is best for you and your family:
• Are you, someone in your household, or someone you will be visiting at
increased risk of getting sick from COVID-19?
• Are cases high or increasing in your community or your destination? Check
CDC’s COVID daily tracker for the latest number of cases.
• Are hospitals in your community or destination overwhelmed with patients
who have COVID-19? To find out, check state and local health department websites.
• Does your home or destination have requirements or restrictions for travelers? Check state and local requirements before you travel.
• During the 14 days before your travel, have you or those you are visiting had close contact with people they don’t live with?
• Do your plans include travel by bus, train or air, which might make staying 6 feet apart difficult?
• Are you traveling with people who don’t live with you?
If the answer to any of these questions is “yes”, you should consider making other plans, such as hosting a virtual gathering or delaying
your travel.
It’s important to talk with the people you live with and your family and friends about the risks of traveling for the holidays.
Have a blessed and save holiday season.
Kristen Dotson, RN

2020 TAX TIP

Here's how the CARES Act changes deducting charitable contributions made in 2020:
Previously, charitable contributions could only be deducted if taxpayers itemized their deductions.
However, taxpayers who don't itemize deductions may take a charitable deduction of up to $300 for cash contributions made in 2020 to
qualifying organizations. For the purposes of this deduction, qualifying organizations are those that are religious, charitable, educational,
scientific or literary in purpose. The law changed in this area due to the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act.
The CARES Act also temporarily suspends limits on charitable contributions and temporarily increases limits on contributions of food
inventory. More information about these changes is available on IRS.gov.
This Tax Tip was submitted by Judi Wienclaw, who is a H&R Block tax specialist.

CHURCH INFORMATION
Moving or have Contact Info Updates?
Please contact the church office to update
your address and or phone number by
emailing info@stmichaelscleveland.org or
calling 440.526.5192.

candles range from $3 to $30, depending on
what you would like. The church office will
purchase the flowers for you and they will
be delivered the Friday before the requested
service / date.

Candles / Prayers / Flowers
Contact the church office if you would like
order candles, flowers or have prayers in
church in honor or memory of your loved
ones. Flowers are $65 for a bouquet, and

Vesperal Liturgies
All vesperal liturgies will start at 7:00 pm.
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Church Summer Hours
Starting on the Sunday of Memorial Day

Weekend through the Sunday of Labor Day,
our parish changes to our Summer Hours,
with Divine Liturgies starting at 9:30 am
unless otherwise noted.
St. James Prayer List
Contact the church office to have a name
added to or removed from the St. James
Prayer list. The list is published each month
in the Archangel, and weekly edits to the list
are printed in the Weekly Bulletin.

Mention this ad and we will donate $250 from your sale or purchase to
St. Michael's Russian Orthodox Church.
Buy, Sell, or Invest with the Best!
216.309.0567
brock@apexteamohio.com

www.apexteamohio.com

State License
#13728

www.approvedplumbing.com

Dennis M. Schlekie

Owner / Master Plumber
770 Ken Mar Industrial Parkway
Broadview Hts .Ohio 44147

Phone: (440) 526-2905
Fax: (440) 546-7698
Dennis@ApprovedPlumbing.com

Theodore J. “Ted” Kirsh
Funeral Director, Parishioner
7501 Ridge Road • Parma, Ohio 44129 • 440.842.7800
tkirsh@buschcares.com

LLC
Dr. George N. Glosik
Dr. Robert J. Glosik
Dr. Cheri J. Andler

(216) 642-7373

7305 Broadview Road
Seven Hills, OH 44131
oa@drsglosik.com
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Merry
Christmas
Wishing you all the peace and joy this
holiday season!
CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!
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