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The Eternal Liturgy
BY FR. JOHN MEMORICH

We live in an era of constant and rapid
change. Art, music, fashions, technology,
architecture, car designs are always in a state
of flux. Fads come and go. Sometimes we
even change for its own sake! That is why
it is so important for Orthodox Christians to
maintain and hang on to the strong roots of
our liturgical tradition; not only to remain
loyal to the past, but to stay connected to the
living continuity of the Ancient Church. Our
worship services, which were ordained by
God, mirrors for us that continuous, “eternal
liturgy” that occurs in Heaven. Thus, the
permanence of the Divine Liturgy (as it
was so brilliantly and lovingly designed
by God), represents that timelessness and
changelessness which transcends earthly
praise and connects it to the eternal ongoing
worship in God’s Kingdom.
Since the Apostles and early Christians
were Jews, the basic structure of liturgical
worship in the Early Church was born out of
the biblical worship already being practiced
by the Jewish people (Exodus chapters 1213 & 25-31; Isaiah chapter 6; and Daniel
chapter 7). Historical evidence points to the
fact that these early Christians then had a
highly developed liturgical order by the end
of the first century – that is, within sixty
years of Christ’s Resurrection. Thus, the
liturgy that the Orthodox Church continues
to celebrate to this day, follows this exact
same format set so long ago. That we have
kept this tradition alive and unchanged for
these two thousand plus years in a world
that is constantly changing is a miracle in
and of itself.
Sadly, most modern Protestant Christian
communities struggle with the fact that
services in liturgical churches are so
structured and different from their own

concept of worship. This is because they
are under the false assumption that in
New Testament times the early Christian
worship was “spontaneous.” Obviously,
nothing could be further from the truth.
Liturgical worship has its roots in Holy
Scripture and was birthed out of the welldefined worship cycle of Jewish Tradition.
In fact, the Apostles and Early Christians
would attend the routine Jewish services,
and then afterwards, gather to celebrate
the “fulfillment” of having Jesus Christ
as the Messiah. Therefore, all Christians
worshiped using this exact liturgical format
for fifteen hundred years – with the Eastern
Orthodox and Roman Catholics Churches
doing so to this day: remaining loyal to
and maintaining how the Early church
worshiped in Apostolic times (1st Timothy
6:20). Therefore, the ways in which
Protestant’s worship is at best less than 500
years old – with most modern churches
utilizing practices that are less than 100
years old!
Since Christian worship stems directly from
the “God-revealed” origins defined in the
Old Testament, the Early Church naturally

adopted the ancient Jewish cycle of daily,
weekly, and yearly worship as well. Thus
how, when, and where to worship were
simply carry-overs from Old to New
Testament practices. The movement from
the Old to New Covenant did not mean
going from liturgy to no liturgy, it meant
going from good liturgical practice to a
better liturgical practice; from the offering
of a good sacrifice to a supremely better one
within the same structure of worship. This
is evident in Acts 2:46, “So continuing daily
with one accord in the temple, and breaking
bread from house to house, they ate their
food with gladness and simplicity of heart,”
and in Acts 3:1, with Peter and John going
up to the temple at the hour of prayer. Thus,
the apostles continued their daily routine by
worshiping in the temple and then adding
to it the practice of Holy Communion as
instituted by Christ at the Last Supper.
Keep in mind that within the book of Exodus
and Leviticus, God even provided man with
explicit instructions of how to worship,
even detailing the physical structure of the
temple: its dimensions, how the Ark of the
Covenant was to be constructed, the décor
and appointments to its interior, the priestly
vestments, use of incense, the presence of
an altar, images, anointing oil, and how to
conduct sacrifices.
This form and formula of worship, from
Judaism through Christianity, is meant to
reflect heavenly worship as glimpsed in
Isaiah 6, Daniel 7, and Revelations 4 &
5. That is why the Lord’s Prayer includes
the phrase, “…on earth as it is in Heaven,”
because we mirror here on earth the
continuous “liturgy” which is served in
Heaven “before the Throne of God…day
and night” (Rev. 7:15).
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We are taking steps to streamline the meeting in the hope that
more of you will attend to drive the direction of our parish. These
same steps to streamline the meeting are also designed to leave
ample time for discussion where it is most important. Our working
assumption is that parishioners will read the Vikas prior to the
meeting so there is little need for each committee chair to rehash
their report verbally. I will, however, open the floor for questions directed to each committee
chair and promptly proceed to the next chair on the agenda if there are no questions,
I do wish to call parishioner attention to the financial projections in the Vikas prepared
by Jeff Weaver and the Finance Committee. Our parish needs to take a hard look at those
projections.
We had our first attempt at Vespers with pizza and trivia afterward. Congrats to the ladies as
they defeated us men on church trivia. We want a rematch, for sure. In total there were 11 of
us present. I am not giving up on this subject so stay tuned for the next event.
Our parish, whether or not we know it, is an example of how a healthy parish exists in
modern society. Today’s family has many daily activities and responsibilities on their plate
and yet we participate as a church community. It may seem like we are always looking on
the negative side of issues that we face but our parish does many things extremely well:
1. Giving – When we are faced with a charity or cause, our parish pulls together in true
unity.
2. Volunteers – When Bingo needs helpers, our parish steps up.
3. Family Structure – Our family structure is strong. Look at coffee hour for examples.
4. Spiritual Growth – Father has launched a spiritually-enriching, well-attended preliturgy class called “Between the Pews:”
5. Board of Trustees – No talent hides under a bushel here – your trustees work so hard
to solve various parish issues.
6. Choir – Angels are among us and they sound so great every Sunday.
7. Children – Do you hear the babies? There are more and more each year. We are so
blessed.
8. Altar servers – A large flank of boys and men serve us. It is so nice to see.
9. Women – We are successfully expanding responsibilities to girls and women during
Liturgy. Brava!
I am certain I have forgotten some, but I trust I have encouraged you to look for the positive
too. I know this year we can grow even more as a parish in every way possible, and I will
work to do so through honesty, transparency, and positivity. I hope and pray that with your
help our parish will grow and prosper.
In Christ,
Ryun Louie

THANK YOU!

ORPHANAGE UPDATE
First of all, before anything else, I wanted to really express my sincere and deep appreciation,
and gratitude for all of the people who have donated to the orphanage project so far. Words
really can’t express how overwhelmed I was by the support of the parish. And not just in the
donations themselves, but in the words of kindness and support expressed by all of you as
you made your donation. This really went beyond anything I could have possibly imagined.
So from the bottom of my heart, I thank you all so very much. As I update you all on the
progress, I will never stop thanking you!
As you can see from the poster downstairs, every child on there has a sponsor. We even
added more children as they came to the orphanage, and those were quickly filled. And
we even have a few donors on the waiting list, as new children arrive. We also had many
donors whose contribution was given to the project as a whole. But we thank everyone the
same! All in all, we collected around $23,000! Our matching donor added their $20,000
for a total of $43,000! Around $36,000 has already been wired and received by the diocese
in Kenya, and the other $7,000 will be wired soon. If you would still like to donate, please
do. This first amount is even more than we first anticipated, but more is still needed to bring
the project to it’s full completion. But as promised, this amount was plenty enough to start
construction on the dormitory. The pictures attached are the brand new plans sent over by
Bishop Neofitos just this past week, as the building plan and paperwork gets finalized (note
this may not be EXACTLY what the final project looks like, but should be close). His Grace
adamantly stated that he will be very diligent in providing us updates as the construction
begins. This is something that the diocese is very experienced at, as the Church there is
building many schools and churches, mostly through donations from the U.S. and abroad.
In speaking to Fr. Nicholas at the Orphanage, he has expressed to me his great joy and gratitude to our parish for this wonderful project.
In that regard, we are currently planning on welcoming His Grace, Bishop Neofitos to our parish on March 15th. He had been asked to
speak in Indiana on March, 9th and eagerly accepted our invitation to extend his trip and stop at our parish before he returns to Kenya. His
Grace is a graduate of Holy Cross in Massachusetts and has many friends and classmates in America. He comes here once or twice a year,
usually to speak, but always to try and find more support for the priests and people in his Diocese. While there is always the chance that
something will happen, and the trip would have to be cancelled, we pray that God will allow for His Grace to visit us so that we can meet
each other face to face! This, I believe, will really solidify the relationship we have begun between our parish and his diocese through the
dormitory project.
Please if anyone has any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to reach out to me by phone, email, or just grab me at church. There is still
much more to come. Again, may God Bless
each and every one of you for your love,
generosity and kindness!!
In Christ,
Steve Kovalak
216-288-9126
Kovalak5@yahoo.com
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PARISH NEWS
AROUND THE PARISH
FEBRUARY NOTES
Coffee Hour - Halos
Epistle Readers
Kathy Kovalak (2/2)
Denise Louie (2/9)
John Mindala Jr. (2/16)
Michael Herzak (2/23)

TIM KORMOS HONORED
The Archangel Michael Church Board of Trustees and BINGO Committee honored Tim
Kormos at the BINGO Worker's Appreciation Dinner in January. Father John presented
Tim with a hand painted icon of St. Timothy from Bulgaria. Board President, Ryun
Louie, presented Tim with a gift card, and a note of thanks for all Tim has done to make
BINGO a huge success over the past 12 years.

PEROGIE MAKING
In preparation for Great Lent, we will be
making perogies once again! We have two
dates in Feburary and two dates in March.
Tuesday, February 4 - Potato Balls
Wednesday, February 5 - Rolling/Pinching
Tuesday, March 17 - Potato Balls
Wednesday, March 18 - Rolling/Pinching
Please join us if you can help!
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Our parish will convene on Sunday, February
16 following Divine Liturgy for our Annual
Parish Meeting. Please plan on attending.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Steve Visocky (Vice President) is collecting
names for those interested in running for
any of the open positions on the Board of
Trustees: President, Assistant Financial
Secretary, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, 2
Trustee-At-Large positions. Please contact
Steve if you are interested in running.

BINGO transfers of over one million dollars to the church play a key role in helping our
church survive and thrive.
Tim is always appreciative of the BINGO volunteers, but, this night was for showing
Tim appreciation for the time, effort, and commitment he has made to keep BINGO
running smoothly and efficiently. Judging by the number of repeat customers each
Sunday, it is safe to say that they, too, think it is being well managed.
THANK YOU, TIM.
As a side note, BINGO is always looking for volunteers. It is a nice way to get to
know fellow parishioners while helping your church. The time commitment is minimal
- generally one Sunday every four to six weeks. Schedules are flexible. Volunteers
are treated to delicious Appreciation Dinners throughout the year, always a good time.
Please consider volunteering in 2020.

FAST FREE WEEK
Please note that from Sunday, February 9
through Saturday, February 15 is a FAST
FREE week.
CHILDREN’S BOOKS IN VESTIBULE
Thank you to the Herzak family for donating
the bags of children’s books that are in the
Vestibule. These are for any parents/children
to use during services, then returned to the
“Bag Tree” after. Thank You!
2019 GIVING STATEMENTS
2019 Giving Statements have been
distributed both through email and regular
mail. Please contact the church office if you
did not receive one.
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PARISH TRANSITIONS

AS MANY HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST!
Makayla Rose Speth, baptized on December 28, parents Terry & Kathy (Schlekie)
Marina Rose Mindala, baptized on January 11, parents John & Angelika

PARISH YOUTH UPDATE
“Let everything take second place to our care of our children, our bringing them up to the discipline and instruction of the Lord. If from the
beginning we teach them to love true wisdom, they will have great wealth and glory than riches can provide.”

St. John Chrysostom

DROP, DASH & DINE

Calling all parents of the Halos and Jr R Club! Our event for Friday, February
7, 6-8 PM—Drop, Dash and Dine—is teaming up with the Junior R Club
AND partnering with i9 Sports for an evening of introductory sports skills
and games for children ages 2+. We will have nursery available for 12-24
months. This is a great opportunity for parents to get away for 2 hours for
some time without the kids! It was a big hit last year, but if you would like to
stay with your kids, that is fine too! Don’t miss this awesome opportunity for
your kids to sharpen their skills with the i9 Sports Team! Halos, please RSVP
by February 2nd to Sarah at 330-592-7153 so we can plan accordingly!!
Jr R club, please get your RSVPs into Nick Memorich at 216-571-5977.
Everyone can dress in athletic wear.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS

3 & 4.......................... Maryann Deyling & Monica Visocky

K / 1st.........................................Mat. Catrina Kovalak
2nd....................................................... Kathy Kovalak
3rd............................................................ Liz Herberth
4th..................................................... Stephen Kovalak
5th............................................................ Pat Hanchuk
6th..........................................................Larissa Young
7th, 8th 9th....................................... Dn. Dan Kovalak
10th, 11th, 12th..................................... Tim Klembara
Church School Co-Superintendents
Stephen Kovalak & Pat Hanchuk

HALOS DANCE PARTY IN JANUARY

Sunday School starts promptly at 9:00 am on Sunday
morning. We appreciate your timeliness. Please let
your child’s teacher know by email or phone if they
will not be in class. Thank You!
2019-20 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDER

Jan. 5.............................. Sunday School Classes Resume
April 12.................First Confession Class - Palm Sunday
April 19......................No Classes - Great & Holy Pascha
May 10.............................................. Last Day of Classes

SANCTITY OF LIFE SUNDAY

The Sunday School students held candles during the Gospel on Sanctity of Life Sunday.
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iNCENSE AND THE CENSER

“When he opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. And I saw the seven angels who stand before
God, and seven trumpets were given to them. Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much
incense to offer, with the prayers of all God’s people, on the golden altar in front of the throne. The smoke of the incense, together with
the prayers of God’s people, went up before God from the angel’s hand.” (Revelations 8:1-4)
• The term “incense” is derived from
the Latin incendere, which means “to burn.”
• Incense was a highly valuable
commodity in ancient times. A gift of
incense was something to be highly prized
and valued.
• The trading of incense and spices
provided the economic basis for the famed
1,500 mile long Middle Eastern Incense
Route which flourished from the third
century BC to the second century AD
• This route was traversed with caravans
of camels beginning in Yemen, crossing
Saudi Arabia and Jordan and ending-up in
today’s Israeli port of Gaza. From this port,
incense, spices and other valuable goods
were then shipped to Europe.
• The route made it possible for citizens
of the Roman Empire to enjoy the perfume
of incenses like frankincense and myrrh,
the flavors of different exotic eastern spices
and crucial salts for cooking and preserving
food.
• The use of incense in religious
worship predates Christianity by thousands
of years; first in the East (circa 2000 BC
in China with the burning of cassia and
sandalwood, etc.) and later in the West
incense use has long been an integral part
of many religious celebrations.
• Incense use is noted in the Talmud
and the Bible mentions incense in at least
170 verses.
• The use of incense in Jewish
temple worship continued well after the
establishment of Christianity and certainly
influenced the Early Church’s use of
incense in its own liturgical celebrations
and processions.
• The use of incense within liturgical
services continued to be developed over
many years into what we are familiar with
today. While the Orthodox Church makes
copious and wonderful use of incense
during their sublime liturgies, it should also
be noted that Roman Catholics, Anglican,
and some Lutheran churches also use
incense to some degree.
The offering of incense as a gift to God
precedes the incarnate Jesus Christ by
thousands of years. In the book of Exodus,
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Incense in Sacred Scripture
Incense (or frankincense/myrrh) is mentioned a remarkable 170 times in the Bible: 159
times in the Old Testament and 11 times in the New Testament.
Genesis 37:25, 43:11; Exodus 25:6, 25:29, 30:1, 30:7-9, 30:23, 30:27, 30:34-35, 30:37,
31:8, 31:11, 35:8, 35:15,35:28, 37:16, 37:25, 37:29, 39:38, 40:5, 40:27; Leviticus 2:12, 2:15-16, 4:7, 5:11, 6:15, 10:1, 16:12-13, 24:7,26:30; Numbers 4:7, 4:16, 5:15, 7:14,
7:20, 7:26, 7:32, 7:38, 7:44, 7:50, 7:56, 7:62, 7:68, 7:74, 7:80, 7:86, 16:7,16:17, 16:18,
16:35, 16:40, 16:46, 16:47; Deuteronomy 33:10; 1 Samuel 2:28; 1 Kings 3:3, 7:50, 9:25,
10:25,11:8, 12:33, 13:1, 13:2, 22:43; 2 Kings 12:3, 14:4, 15:4, 15:35, 16:4, 17:11, 18:4,
22:17, 23:5, 23:8, 25.14; 1 Chronicles 6:49, 9:29, 23:13, 28:13; 2 Chronicles 2:4, 2:6,
4:22, 9:24, 13:11, 14:5, 24:14, 26:16, 26:18, 26:19,28:3, 28:4, 28:5, 29:7, 29:11, 30:14,
34:4, 34:7, 34:25; Nehemiah 13:5, 13:9; Ester 2:12; Psalms 45:8,141:2; Proverbs 7:17;
Song of Solomon 1:13, 3:6, 4:6, 4:14, 5:1, 5:5, 5:13; Isaiah 1:13, 17:8, 27.9, 43:23,
60:6, 65:3,65:7, 66:3; Jeremiah 1:16, 6:20, 7:9, 11:12, 11:13, 11:17, 17:26,18:15, 19:4,
19:13, 32:29, 41:5, 44:3, 44:8,44:15, 44:17, 44:18, 44:19, 44:21, 44:23, 44:25, 48:35,
54:18, 52:19; Ezekiel 6:4, 6:6, 8:11, 16:18, 23:41; Daniel 2:46, 3:38; Hosea 2:13, 11:2;
Habakkuk 1:16; Malachi 1:11; Matthew 2:11; Mark 15:23; Luke 1:9-11; John 19:39;
Hebrews 9:4; and Revelation 5:8; 8:3-4, 18:13.
we read of God directing Moses in the
precise compounding of a holy incense
mixture (including salt as an element of
purity) known as the “Ketoret,” which was
used as an offering to the Lord. So precious
is this blend that God forbids its secular use.
Exodus 30:34-37:
“And the Lord said to Moses, “Take sweet
spices, stacte, and onycha, and galbanum,
sweet spices with pure frankincense (of
each there shall be an equal part), and make
an incense blended as by the perfumer,
seasoned with salt, pure and holy; and you
shall beat some of it very small, and put
part of it before the testimony in the tent of
meeting where I shall meet with you; it shall
be for you most holy. And the incense which
you shall make according to its composition,
you shall not make for yourselves; it shall
be for you holy to the Lord.”
Incense is noted as an offering throughout
the Bible. One popular psalm that describes
just such an offering is Psalm 141, which is
also chanted at every Vesper service. “Let
my prayer be counted as incense before
thee, and the lifting up of my hands as an
evening sacrifice!” (Psalm 141:2)
However, probably the most well-known

mention of incense in Sacred Scripture
occurs, when the Wisemen offer the Christ
Child gifts of gold and frankincense and
myrrh. Tradition tells us that the three Maji
of the East – Melchior, Gaspar and Balthasar
bestowed these gifts upon the Infant Jesus
as recorded in Matthew’s Gospel.
Matthew 2:11:
“…and going into the house they saw the
child with Mary his mother, and they fell
down and worshiped him. Then, opening
their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold
and frankincense and myrrh.”
The analgesic properties of incense are also
noted in Gospel of Mark as the crucified
Jesus is offered a drink containing myrrh.
His rejection of the pain-numbing drink
underscores the absolute totality of His
Sacrifice; and thus, His ultimate gift to His
faithful.
Mark 15:22-23:
“And they bring him into the place called
Golgotha, which being interpreted is, The
place of Calvary. And they gave him to
drink wine mingled with myrrh; but he took
it not.”
Following His death on the cross Jesus’

Body is prepared for internment here on earth. Once again incense
in the form of myrrh was employed.
John 19:39-40:
Nicode’mus also, who had at first come to him by night, camebringing
a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds’ weight.
They took the body of Jesus, and bound it in linen cloths with the
spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews.
Thus, incense was mentioned at the birth of Jesus Christ and again
at his death. While the myrrh and spices no doubt had practical
deodorizing and preservation qualities their main function was that
of an offering. In this case the final offering to God Incarnate.
Finally, it is interesting to note just how prized and important
incense was in ancient Jerusalem according to the Bible. An Altar
of Incense (Exodus 30:1-10) stood inside of Solomon’s Temple in
the Holy Place adjacent to the Ark of the Covenant. This rectangular
altar was made of acacia wood measuring one cubit (about 18”)
wide, one cubit deep, and two cubits high, with a horn (keranot) on
each corner whose top was sheathed in pure gold. It was an upright
rectangular stand, with rings on opposite sides through which poles
could be passed to carry it (Exodus 37:25-26). Moses consecrated
the altar with the anointing oil when the Tabernacle was dedicated
(Leviticus 40:9). Incense was burned on this altar during the
morning and evening sacrifices of animals on the separate Altar of
Burnt Offerings.
The incense which was used had to be made according to a specific
formula (Exodus30:34-35), and no other incense was permitted
(Exodus 30:9). The offering of incense was the pinnacle of the
daily morning and the evening services. According to the Zohar the
offering of incense was the portion of the temple service that was
most beloved by God.

Why Do We Use Incense?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

In the Old Testament God commanded His people to burn
incense (Exodus 30:7, 40:27, etc.)
Incense is a sacramental used to venerate, bless, and sanctify.
Its smoke conveys a sense of mystery and awe. It is a
reminder of the sweet smelling presence of our Lord.
Its use adds a feeling of solemnity to the Liturgy.
The visual imagery of the smoke and the smell reinforce
the transcendence of the Liturgy which, links Heaven with
Earth, allowing us to enter into the presence of God.
It symbolizes the burning zeal of faith which should consume
all Christians while the fragrance symbolizes Christian
virtue.
Incensing may also be viewed in the context of a “burnt
offering” given to God. In the Old Testament animal offerings
were partially or wholly consumed by fire. In essence to burn
something was to give it to God.
“The offering of incense is a generous and beautiful act.
The grains of incense are laid upon the red-hot charcoal, the
censer is swung, and the fragrant smoke rises in clouds. In the
rhythm of the censing there is a mystical element: majestic
sweetness fills the temple and our senses reminding us of the
beauty of God and His unfathomable love!”

•

Incense and the smoke of burning incense have been offered
as gifts to God and to others since ancient times. In a more
practical visual sense as the fragrant smoke ascends it also
symbolizes our prayers rising to Heaven.

Incense Use During the Divine Liturgy
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

•

When talking about incense it’s interesting to note how the
Orthodox Churches use copious amounts, while the Western
Church uses incense rather scantily.
Incense is used several times in during the Prothesis or
Liturgy of Preparation. Each time the censer is to be used,
the priestly celebrant responds with this beautiful prayer:
“We offer incense to you, O Christ our God, as an aroma of
spiritual fragrance, having received it on your heavenly altar,
send down upon us in return the grace of your Most Holy
Spirit.”
The priest begins by incensing the asterisk (star) and placing
it over the holy bread held in the diskos
He then incenses two veils – one which he uses to cover
the holy bread the other to cover the holy chalice which has
been filled with wine. A third, larger veil known as the aer is
then incensed and used to cover both the holy bread and the
chalice.
The deacon then incenses the prepared offerings once more
and the holy table on all four sides while praying:
“In the tomb with the body, in Hell with the soul, in paradise
with the thief, and on the throne with the Father and the Spirit
was Thou, O Christ our God, filling all things.
During the reading of the Hours the priest or deacon censes
the interior of the temple to “make it ready” for the celebration
of the liturgy. Filling the air with such beautiful fragrance
helps set the atmosphere for prayer. As the celebrant censes,
he recites Psalm 51.
There is a general censing before any major element to the
Divine Services. Such as before the reading of the Gospel,
before the transfer of the Gifts to the Altar (Great Entrance).
During the Anaphora, and after Holy Communion.
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FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAYS

FEBRUARY
ANNIVERSARIES

1 ................. Therese Bohurjak
1 ........................... Zach Yurch
1 ..................... Chase Schmidt
2 ................... Michael Kormos
2 ........................ Donald Lazar
3 ........................ Brett Deyling
3 ......................... Lisa Mehalik
4 ......................... Robin Lucak
5 ...................... Nicole Gaydos
5 ........................ John Hudeck
8 ..................... Daniel Kovalak
9 ................... William Peshina
10 ................. Jeffrey Andrews
10 .............. Chloe Kasubienski
10 ................... Joshua Gaydos
12 ...........................Liz Sylvain
13 ........................Jim Mehalik
13 .................... Helen Sekerak
13 ............. Natalie Strongosky
14 ......................... Gayle Klich
15 .......................Pat Hanchuk
15 .............Stephanie Johnson
16 ..........................Ann Roach
17 ........................... Phil Tesar
17 ...............Barbara Fetcenko
18 ..................... Nicholas Turk
18 ...................... Bianca Yurch
19 .............. Walter Dimitrijevs
20 ...................... Phyllis Krupa
23 .............. Mary Ann Gaydos
23 ..................... Scott Wallace
25 ................ Hannah Mehalik
26 ....................Kathy Mindala
26 .................... Thomas Rigby
26 ................... Benjamin Kirsh

February 17
Joseph & Elizabeth Sutyak
**If you or a loved one are not listed
on the Birthday or Anniversary lists,
please contact Phil in the Church
Office at 440.526.5192 or
info@stmichaelscleveland.org

ST. JAMES PRAYER LIST
FEBRUARY
WITH CHILD

Greg & Sarah Mindala
Peter & Tammy (Kowalchik) Ubbelohde - Twins

PARISHIONERS

Terri Baranich
Joan Benny
Elena Boyd
Sandy Bohurjak
Andrew Buswell
Walter Dimitrijevs
John Gaborick
Michael Gaydos
Robert Glosik
Anne Kallay
Kay Klarr
Luke Hanchuk
Thomas Herberth
Daniel Hornik
Michael Kochan
Margaret Kormos
Marianne Kormos
Annette Lapso
Donald Lazar
Nicholas Libertin
Robert Lucak
Mickey Macko

Sandy Mehalik
Alexandria Mikulicz
Carol Milla
Mark Nestor
Kathy Nestor
Gale Pishko
Carlos Plaza
Kristina Polcen
Candace Ropchock
Helen Ropchock
Christia Schutt
Nicholas Sipko
Elizabeth Spiwak
Robert Spiwak
George Strongosky
Elizabeth Sutyak
Joseph Sutyak
Monica Visocky
Margaret Voloschuk
John Wheller
Ann Youshak

SPECIAL INTENTIONS & PRAYERS

Judy Armstrong .......................... (Friend of Joanna Farragher)
Jamie Arrango ..................... (Friend of many FOCA members)
Mary Benyo ............................................... (Sue Rigby’s mom)
Ella Baciak ........................................... (Donna Tesar’s friend)
Adriana Belt ....................................... (Melissa Tesar’s friend)
Anne Cvercko ....................................... (John Mindala’s aunt)
Sandy Garcowski ..................... (Friend of Nick & Jackie Sipko)
Debbie Geletka ....................................... (Former Parishioner)
Ted Geletka ........................................ (Former Choir Director)
Joseph Kocab ............................... (Cousin of the Tesar family)
Sam Kuchta ..................................... (Uncle of Monica Polcen)
Mat. Myra Kovalak ........(Bob & Kathy Kovalak’s sister-in-law)
Cathy Loboda ....................................... (Natalie Tesar’s Aunt)
Annamarie Luvison ..................... (Child, Niece of Nadine Ellis)
John Memorich .............................................. (Fr. John’s dad)
James Osborn ................................ (Charity Hanchuk’s father)
Craig Richardson ....................... (Friend of Candace Ropchock)
Joey Shaluha ........................ (Ed & Karen Visocky’s grandson)
Debbie Smith ............................................. (Sue Rigby’s sister)

SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES

Jon Farragher .............. (George & JoAnn Farragher’s son)
Nicholas Polcen .......... (Parishioner)
Jacob Stankiewicz ....... (Donna Tesar’s neighbor)

NEWLY DEPARTED

Michael Cinalli ............ (Boyfriend of Christia Schutt)
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9

9am – Sunday School
10am – Divine Liturgy

MEATFARE SUNDAY

23

9am – Sunday School
10am – Divine Liturgy
Annual Parish Meeting

PRODIGAL SON

** FAST FREE WEEK **

9am – Sunday School
10am – Divine Liturgy

16

9

9am – Sunday School
10am – Divine Liturgy
Parastas for Steve Mikula

MEETING OF CHRIST IN
THE TEMPLE

2

MONDAY

TUESDAY

24

17
PRESIDENTS DAY

** FAST FREE WEEK **

10

10am – Deanery Meeting
(Mentor)

3
1pm – Perogie Making

25

18
11am – 55+ Club

** FAST FREE WEEK **

11

4

FEBRUARY

SUNDAY

9:30am – Samaritans

26

7pm – Board of Trustees

19

** FAST FREE WEEK **

12

9:30am – Perogie Making

5

WEDNESDAY

7pm – Choir Rehearsal

10am – Adult Education

ST. RAPHAEL
BISHOP OF BROOKLYN

27

7pm – Choir Rehearsal

10am – Adult Education

20

** FAST FREE WEEK **

13

6

THURSDAY

6pm - Halos

7:30pm – WoodsideLIVE!
The Eagles Tribute

28

7:30pm – WoodsideLIVE!
The Cars Tribute

21

** FAST FREE WEEK **

14

7

FRIDAY

5pm – Vespers

5pm – Vespers

NO VESPERS

SATURDAY

29

22

5pm - Vespers

** FAST FREE WEEK **

15

8

1
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STEWARDSHIP
2019 FINANCIAL UPDATE
(as of Wednesday, January 29, 2020)

Total Pledge Units for 2020.......................................................198
Total Amount Pledged..................................................$257,911.00
Total Amount Received..................................................$25,827.00
2019 Pledge Balance....................................................$232,104.00
Givers with No Pledge.................................................................17
2020 Non-Pledge Gifts....................................................$2,037.00
(Givers with no pledge are those members who did not turn in a
Pledge Card for the 2020 year, but have given some donation in
2020 that was counted as a pledge.)
GENERAL FUND INCOME UPDATE
Bingo Transfer to General Fund................................................ $ -Candle Desk........................................................................$616.00
Candles................................................................................$387.00
Children’s Offering...............................................................$10.00
Christmas Offering................................................................$60.00
Church Special Events............................................................... $ -Easter Flowers............................................................................ $ -Easter Offering........................................................................... $ -Flowers..................................................................................$55.00
Offering - Loose Cash.........................................................$145.00
Offerings...............................................................................$41.00
Other Income...................................................................$2,505.00
Pledge Contribution.......................................................$26,704.00
Poinsettia Flowers...................................................................... $ -Special Collection – Donations........................................$4,000.00
Special Gifts............................................................................... $ -Special Occasion Offering..................................................$130.00
TOTALS........................................................................$34,653.90
Average Weekly Collection............................................$8,663.25
Average Weekly Expense...............................................$7,313.25
Direct Payment from Your Bank
If you wish to have your financial institution send your donation
directly to the church, you can contact your bank and set up
“Archangel Michael Orthodox Church” as a Direct Payment
recipient. Often times, this can easily be done through online
banking. You can then set the frequency and amount of your
donation, and the bank sends a check directly to the church on
your behalf.
Church Envelopes
Please contact the Church Office if you want to: (a) receive
envelopes weekly or monthly; (b) stop envelopes; (c) correct
information on the envelope (including the title, e.g., from Mrs.
to Mr. & Mrs.).
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BINGO UPDATE
BINGO REPORT

For the Month of December, 2019
December Highlights:
Number of Sunday’s Open............................................................ 4
Monthly Total Customers.......................................................... 608
Average Customers per Week................................................... 152
Monthly Revenue Generated........................................ $19,281.00
Monthly Profit................................................................. $4,859.00
Monthly Transfer to Church........................................... $5,000.00
Year-to-Date Profit
$15,214.00
Year-to-Date Transfers to the Church
$15,000.00

CHURCH IS HARD
Church is hard for the person walking through the doors, afraid of
judgement.
Church is hard for the Priest’s family, under the microscope of an
entire body.
Church is hard for the prodigal soul returning home, broken and
battered by the world.
Church is hard for the girl who looks like she has it all together, but
doesn’t.
Church is hard for the couple who fought the entire ride to service.
Church is hard for the single mom, surrounded by couples holding
hands, and seemingly perfect families.
Church is hard for the widow and widower with no invitation to
lunch after service.
Church is hard for the person with an estranged child.
Church is hard for the person chanting while being overwhelmed by
the weight of the lyrics.
Church is hard for the man insecure in his role as a leader.
Church is hard for the wife who longs to be led by a righteous man.
Church is hard for the nursery volunteer who desperately longs for
a baby to love.
Church is hard for the single woman and single man, praying God
brings them a mate.
Church is hard for the teenage girl, wearing a scarlet letter, ashamed
of her mistakes.
Church is hard for the sinners.
Church is hard for me.

Church is a body of believers bound as brothers and sisters by an
eternal love.
Church is a holy ground where sinners stand as equals before the
Judgement Seat of Christ.
Church is a refuge for broken hearts and a training ground for
mighty warriors.
Church is a converging of confrontation and invitation. Where sin is
confronted and hearts are invited to seek restoration.
Church is a lesson in faith and trust.
Church is a bearer of burdens and a giver of hope.
Church is a family. A family coming together, setting aside
differences, forgetting past mistakes, rejoicing in the smallest of
victories.

It’s hard because on the outside it all looks shiny and perfect.

Church, the body, and the circle of sinners-turned-saints, is where
He resides, and if we ask, He is faithful to come.

Sunday best in behavior and dress.

So even on the hard days at church—

However, underneath those layers, you find a body of imperfect
people, carnal souls, selfish motives.

The days when I am at odds with a friend, When I’ve fought with
my spouse because we’re late once again. When I’ve walked in
bearing burdens heavier than my heart can handle, yet masking the
pain with a smile on my face. When I’ve worn a scarlet letter, under
the microscope. When I’ve longed for a baby to hold, or fought
tears as the hymns were chanted. When I’ve walked back in, afraid
and broken, after walking away.

But, here is the beauty of church—
Church isn’t a building, mentality, or expectation.
Church is a body.
Church is a group of sinners living in fellowship among the saints.

I’ll remember, He has never failed to meet me there.
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PHOTOS FROM JANUARY

Annual Chili Cook-Off, Bingo Volunteer Appreciation Dinner & WoodsideLIVE! Concert (The Diamond Project)
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SUN
DEALING WITH FEB
DOUBT 9TH
2020

HEADLINES AROUND THE OCA
FROM OCA.ORG

January 26, 2020
IMetropolitan Tikhon Leads Annual Orthodox
Prayer Service at 47th March for Life
January 20, 2020
Hundreds of Students attend OCF’s annual college
conferences
January 14, 2020
Metropolitan Tikhon Sends Letter of Support to
Patriarch Irinej
January 11, 2020
Archpastoral Message of Metropolitan Tikhon for
Sanctity of Life Sunday

(visit www.OCA.org to read the latest news)

PARISH SAVE THE DATE
Sun. Feb. 2.......... MEETING OF OUR LORD IN THE TEMPLE
Tue. Feb. 4.............................................................Perogie Making
Wed. Feb. 5............................................................Perogie Making
Fri. Feb. 7............................................................................... Halos
Sun. Feb. 9-15.................................................FAST FREE WEEK
Thur. Feb. 13................................Bridal Open House at Woodside
Sun. Feb. 16...........................Annual Parish Meeting at Woodside
Fri. Feb. 21.............................. WoodsideLive! - Moving in Stereo
Fri. Feb. 28.......................................WoodsideLive! - Out of Eden
Sun. Mar. 1.......................................... FORGIVENESS SUNDAY
Mon. Mar. 2....................................................... Great Lent Begins
Sun. Mar. 8.........................SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY Vespers
Sun. Mar. 15........................................Heirarchical Divine Liturgy
Sun. Apr. 19........................................GREAT & HOLY PASCHA
Please visit our website for the current version of our online calendar.

Shop at smile.amazon.com and search for “Archangel Michael
Orthodox Church” and .5% of your purchase will be donated back
to our parish!

NEARLY ORTHODOX

ON BEING A MODERN WOMAN IN AN ANCIENT TRADITION
by Angela Doll Carlson

$18

IN OUR BOOKSTORE

From Catholic schoolgirl to punk rocker to emergent church planter, Angela Doll Carlson traveled a spiritual
path that in many ways mirrors that of a whole generation. She takes us with her on a deep and revealing
exploration of the forces that drove her toward Orthodoxy and the challenges that long kept her from fully
entering in.
About the Author: Angela Doll Carlson is a poet and essayist whose work has appeared in Burnside Writer’s
Collective, Image Journal’s “Good Letters,” St. Katherine Review, Rock & Sling Journal, Ruminate Magazine’s
blog, and Art House America. You can also find her writing online at Mrsmetaphor.com, NearlyOrthodox.com,
and DoxaSoma.com. Angela and her husband, David, currently raise their four chaos-makers in the wilds of
Chicago with some measurable success.
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HEALTH HINT
FEBRUARY 2019 - FLU SYMPTOMS
BY KRISTEN DOTSON, RN

Influenza (flu) can cause mild to severe illness, and at times can lead to death. Flu is
different from a cold. Flu usually comes on suddenly. People who have flu often feel
some or all of these symptoms:
• fever* or feeling feverish/chills
• cough
• sore throat
• runny or stuffy nose
• muscle or body aches
• headaches
• fatigue (tiredness)
• some people may have vomiting and diarrhea, though this is more common in
children than adults.
*It’s important to note that not everyone with flu will have a fever.
Flu Complications
Most people who get flu will recover in a few days to less than two weeks, but some
people will develop complications (such as pneumonia) as a result of flu, some of which
can be life-threatening and result in death.
Sinus and ear infections are examples of moderate complications from flu, while
pneumonia is a serious flu complication that can result from either influenza virus
infection alone or from co-infection of flu virus and bacteria. Other possible serious
complications triggered by flu can include inflammation of the heart (myocarditis), brain
(encephalitis) or muscle (myositis, rhabdomyolysis) tissues, and multi-organ failure (for
example, respiratory and kidney failure).

People experiencing these warning signs should obtain
medical care right away. (not all-inclusive list)
In Children:
• Fast breathing or trouble breathing
• Bluish lips or face
• Ribs pulling in with each breath
• Chest pain
• Severe muscle pain (child refuses to walk)
• Dehydration (no urine for 8 hours, dry mouth, no
tears when crying)
• Not alert or interacting when awake
• Seizures
• Fever above 104°F
• In children less than 12 weeks, any fever
• Fever or cough that improve but then return or
worsen
• Worsening of chronic medical conditions
In Adults:
• Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath
• Persistent pain or pressure in the chest or abdomen
• Persistent dizziness, confusion, inability to arouse
• Seizures
• Not urinating
• Severe muscle pain
• Severe weakness or unsteadiness
• Fever or cough that improve but then return or
worsen
• Worsening of chronic medical conditions

Flu virus infection of the respiratory tract can trigger an extreme inflammatory response in the body and can lead to sepsis, the body’s lifethreatening response to infection. Flu also can make chronic medical problems worse. For example, people with asthma may experience
asthma attacks while they have flu, and people with chronic heart disease may experience a worsening of this condition triggered by flu.
Stay away from others as much as possible to keep from infecting them. If you must leave home, for example to get medical care, wear a
facemask if you have one, or cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue. Wash your hands often to keep from spreading flu to others.
CDC (Centers for Disease Control) recommends that you stay home for at least 24 hours after your fever is gone except to get medical care or
other necessities. Your fever should be gone without the need to use a fever-reducing medicine, such as Tylenol®. Until then, you should stay
home from work, school, travel, shopping, social events, and public gatherings.
CDC also recommends that children and teenagers (anyone aged 18 years and younger) who have flu or are suspected to have flu should not be
given Aspirin (acetylsalicylic acid) or any salicylate containing products (e.g. Pepto Bismol); this can cause a rare, very serious complication
called Reye’s syndrome.

CHURCH INFORMATION
Moving or have Contact Info Updates?
Please contact the church office to update
your address and or phone number by
emailing info@stmichaelscleveland.org or
calling 440.526.5192.

candles range from $3 to $30, depending on
what you would like. The church office will
purchase the flowers for you and they will
be delivered the Friday before the requested
service / date.

Candles / Prayers / Flowers
Contact the church office if you would like
order candles, flowers or have prayers in
church in honor or memory of your loved
ones. Flowers are $55 for a bouquet, and

Vesperal Liturgies
All vesperal liturgies will start at 7:00 pm.
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Church Summer Hours
Starting on the Sunday of Memorial Day

Weekend through the Sunday of Labor Day,
our parish changes to our Summer Hours,
with Divine Liturgies starting at 9:30 am
unless otherwise noted.
St. James Prayer List
Contact the church office to have a name
added to or removed from the St. James
Prayer list. The list is published each month
in the Archangel, and weekly edits to the list
are printed in the Weekly Bulletin.

Mention this ad and we will donate $250 from your sale or purchase to
St. Michael's Russian Orthodox Church.
Buy, Sell, or Invest with the Best!
216.309.0567
brock@apexteamohio.com

www.apexteamohio.com

State License
#13728

www.approvedplumbing.com

Dennis M. Schlekie

Owner / Master Plumber
770 Ken Mar Industrial Parkway
Broadview Hts .Ohio 44147

Phone: (440) 526-2905
Fax: (440) 546-7698
Dennis@ApprovedPlumbing.com

Theodore J. “Ted” Kirsh
Funeral Director, Parishioner
7501 Ridge Road • Parma, Ohio 44129 • 440.842.7800
tkirsh@buschcares.com

LLC
Dr. George N. Glosik
Dr. Robert J. Glosik
Dr. Cheri J. Andler

(216) 642-7373

7305 Broadview Road
Seven Hills, OH 44131
oa@drsglosik.com
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WOODSIDE EVENT CENTER AT ST. MICHAEL’S

13
FEB

UPCOMING EVENTS
WOODSIDE BRIDAL OPEN HOUSE

Join us on Thursday, February 13 for our Annual Bridal Open House!
Come meet our staff, tour our facility and sample some of the
award-winning food!

WOODSIDELIVE! - MOVING IN STEREO

On February 21 - WoodsideLIVE! pays tribute to the 2018 Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame inductees - THE CARS! Moving In Stereo recreates
the sights and sounds of The Cars at the height of their powers!

28
FEB

21
FEB

WOODSIDELIVE! - OUT OF EDEN

Out of Eden returns for their third performance at WoodsideLIVE! a show likely to sell out! Out of Eden has replicated the music and
vocal harmonies of the Legendary Eagles, Don Henley & Joe Walsh.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT
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WOODSIDEEVENTCENTER.COM

