
A TEST OF FAITH
BY FR. JOHN MEMORICH

“There lies at the back of every creed something terrible and hard 
for which the worshiper may one day be required to suffer.” – E.M. 
Forster

How far would you be willing to go in order to prove your faith 
in God? The Book of Genesis (22:1-18) provides us with might 
possibly be the ultimate example of a faith that was “tested,” as well 
as what is likely the most pivotal moment of Abraham’s life. And 
because this particular story’s importance within Judaism, it has 
been given its own title: The Akedah. In Hebrew, akedah means 
“to bind” or “the binding,” and of course refers to Isaac who was 
bound and placed on the altar of burnt offering by his father. Yet to 
Christians, this event is also important because it is an archetype, 
which prefigures and foreshadows God’s willingness to sacrifice 
His Own Son, Jesus Christ, upon the Cross.

As the story unfolds, God calls to Abraham and asks him to sacrifice 
his son Isaac, saying, “Take your only son Isaac whom you love, and 
go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering 
on one of the mountains” (Gen. 22:2). One can only imagine the 
agony Abraham must have felt at hearing these words, especially 
since he and Sarah were barren for so long. Therefore it was with a 
heavy heart and great trepidation that Abraham takes up Isaac and 
embarks upon this dreaded journey. In spite of the great love for his 
son, Abraham is obedient to God. Abraham goes to the place he is 

directed, prepares an altar of sacrifice, kindles a fire, and binds his 
son for this ultimate test of trust.

However, just as Abraham was about to make the supreme sacrifice, 
an angel of the Lord intervened. Abraham had pleased God by his 
willingness to sacrifice his son and had passed this test of faith! He 
proved himself obedient and unwavering in his commitment and 
loyalty to God, thus making him truly worthy of being the “father 
of many nations.”

After reading this account, 
we must ask ourselves, could 
we pass such an awesome 
test of faith? Is our love for 
God capable of matching the 
test Abraham was given? As 
we embark upon our Lenten 
Journey towards Great & 
Holy Pascha, keep in mind 
that loving God not only 
entails putting our trust in 
Him, but being ready to do 
whatever God requires us to 
do; no matter the cost, no matter the consequences. This, then, is 
what the definition of faith really is.
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GUIDELINES FOR RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION AT EVENING PRESANCTIFIED 
LITURGIES
There are three ways in which to prepare to receive Holy Communion at an evening Presanctified liturgy during the Great Lenten season, 
depending upon your personal abilities.

• Ideally one is expected to keep a complete and total fast (no food or drink) for the entire day and then partake of a light Lenten 
meal following the service.

• If one is unable to keep such a rigorous fast, you may eat a small, fast-worthy breakfast (such as tea and toast) but have no further 
food or drink until after that evening’s liturgy.

• If one is unable to keep either of the previous two formats, it is permissible to eat a very light Lenten meal at noon and then begin 
the fast (no food or drink) with rigor. 

This third option, however, should not be considered the norm, but rather the exception, and is generally practiced only by the weak, infirm, 
or very aged.

If you have further questions or concerns, you may contact me personally or bring them up during Confession  -- Fr. John
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

I hope March is a month with more sunshine as we enter our Lenten season. I would like 
to thank all who attended the Annual Parish meeting this past February. I am honored that 
you vote for me to continue my term for two more years. I will 
always try to serve with all of our great parish in mind. During the 
Annual Parish Meeting, it was nice to hear from those who spoke 
with comments and questions, which leads me to my next subject.

With each committee chair’s approval, we streamlined the execution 
of the Parish Meeting with the knowledge that we distributed the 
Vikas with ample time (three weeks) for parishioners to review it 
prior to the meeting. We do apologize for the delay on the Weible 
report. I’m raising this subject to ask whether you liked the pace of the meeting. Did I leave 
enough time in between committee reports for you to comment? I look forward to your 
comments and your questions.

As of now, I have not received word that anyone wants to be a part of the Long-Term 
Vision Committee. We are looking for anyone that can generate ideas for keeping this parish 
thriving both spiritually and financially for generations to come. Please remember we are 
being very proactive in looking for solutions for the future, and any idea is a good idea. 
Please feel free to contact Jeff Weaver of myself. My cell is 216-224-8646. Text or call. 

I have tried to get the Outreach committee 
up and moving but have had trouble finding 
someone to front and chair this committee. 
This committee will be another idea generator 
or think tank to present ideas to our Board of 
Trustees for what our parish can do in service of 
our church and surrounding community. Please 
contact me or any board member if interested. 
I do appreciate those who have contacted me 
this past year. 

We have heard comments about discrepancies in our church Vikas financial reports and the 
Weible and Associates financial report. Please keep in mind that these reports use a different 
basis for accounting. Our committees report using cash accounting while Weible uses 
US Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (or US GAAP) accrual-based accounting. 
Normal, explainable discrepancies in our numbers may arise. Also please keep in mind we 
are working hard on making our financial reporting structure more efficient and transparent 
which will in turn provide us with better safeguards in cases of fraud and abuse. With some 
of our neighboring parishes being hit with fraud and abuse issues, your Board of Trustees 
are taking every precaution by implementing the best procedures we can. 

Thank you so much for the faith and support you have shown us and always remember we 
are your voice in our great parish, so please do not ever hesitate to reach out to us with your 
comments and concerns. 

In Christ,
Ryun Louie

“We are looking for 
anyone that can generate 

ideas for keeping this 
parish thriving both 

spiritually and financially 
for generations to come.”
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His Grace, Bishop Neofitos of Myeri and Mount Kenya will be visiting our parish and 
concelebrating Divine Liturgy on Sunday, March 15 with His Grace, Bishop Paul of 
Chicago.

Bishop Neofitos was born in 1970 in the Nandi district of Kenya. He holds degrees from 
the Archbishop Makarios III Patriarchal Academy and Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
School of Theology. He is presently a doctoral candidate in Pastoral Theology from 
the Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki. He was ordained to the Diaconate and 
Priesthood in 1998 by then Metropolitan Seraphim of Kenya, now of Zimbabwe and 
Angola.

The ministry of His Grace is quite inspiring. He has constructed a diocese center 
from scratch, refurbished churches and built 
new ones. He provided all his clergy with 
motorcycles for transportation to and from 
their parishes, eleven of which were donated 
by our parish!

He has purchased, planted and harvested six acres of farmland to feed students at two parochial 
schools, and prepared three seminarians for ordination. Now, he labors to provide each of his 55 
clergy with a stipend of $100 a month as they are not funded by their parishes. His efforts have 
also resulted in the funding and building of a high school, a medical center, and a small monastic 
center. The donations we collected last fall were to build a dormitory in one of his diocesan 
orphanages. 

BISHOP NEOFITOS OF MYERI & MOUNT KENYA

Although the idea of a forty-day preparation for Pascha comes from the forty days Jesus spent alone -- fasting after his baptism by John in 
the Jordan River (as well as other biblical events of forty days or forty years duration), the use of Lent was originally to prepare and instruct 
those preparing to be baptized at Pascha. This instruction leaned heavily on the Old Testament, for several reasons.

In the first place, the converts were, by that time, almost entirely Gentiles rather than Jews. Many of 
the concepts and all of the events that prepared Israel for the coming of the Christ, or the Messiah, 
were unknown to them. The study of the Old Testament was essential to bring them "up to speed." 

Secondly, the Old Testament was, for many people, a convincing experience. For it showed God's 
interaction with His people through the Holy Fathers and the Prophets. The stories of Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Daniel, King David and all the rest, proved God's covenant between Himself and mankind; 
and this in turn proved His love for us!

Thirdly, and most importantly, Pascha itself is connected with, and understood best by those who are 
familiar with, the Passover scenario and the Exodus of Israel.

The Old Testament books most often read in the Lenten Season are Genesis, Exodus, Psalms, 
Proverbs and Isaiah. Isaiah and Psalms contain the prophecies; Proverbs contains the moral 
teachings; and Genesis and Exodus the history of God's mighty deeds. It is virtually impossible to 
understand Christianity without knowing the Old Testament. Jesus Himself made this clear:  "Search 
the scriptures...they speak of me" (St. John 5:39).

WHY DO WE READ FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT SO MUCH DURING GREAT LENT?

“The Lenten rules and observances are not a ‘minimum’ of the Christian life or a ‘maximum’ designed for monastics and 
priests. During Great Lent, the Church invites every member of the people of God to do everything in his power and within 

the range of his possibilities to renew the image of God within himself.” – Metropolitan Theodosius
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PARISH NEWS

AROUND THE PARISH

MARCH NOTES
Coffee Hour - Sr. R Club
Epistle Readers

Pat Hanchuk (3/1)
Monica Visocky (3/8)
Darlene Dimitrijevs (3/15)
Judi Wienclaw (3/22)
Nina Kovalak (3/29)

PEROGIE MAKING
In preparation for Great Lent, we will be 
making perogies once again!  We have two 
dates in March.

Tuesday, March 17 - Potato Balls
Wednesday, March 18 - Rolling/Pinching

Please join us if you can help!

AKATHIST TO THE CROSS
Please consider joining other area churches 
on Sunday, March 22 for the Akathis to the 
Cross service at St. Nicholas in Mogadore 
at 5pm.  For those of you who aren’t 
aware, that is our Choir Director Joachim 
Wyslutsky’s home parish - where his dad, 
Fr. Nick Wyslutsky is the rector.

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
755 S. Cleveland Ave.
Mogadore, Ohio

COMMUNION FOR SHUT-INS
If you or a loved one are unable to attend 
church during this Lenten season, please 
contact the church office to schedule Fr. 
John to come give you communion. Please 
call 440.526.5192.

MEMORY ETERNAL
Memory Eternal to James “Jim” Horan - 
the father of our new Woodside Manager, 
Colleen Horan.  Jim (80) passed away on 
February 9th and was buried on February 
15th.  May his memory be eternal!

PASCHA FLOWERS
Please see the upcoming Weekly Bulletins 
for an order form to sponsor our Pascha 
flowers.  As usual, your donation in memory 
or honor of your loved ones helps offset the 
cost of the flowers.

PROSPHORA BAKING
We will be baking prosphora on Monday, 
March 23 at 10am.

PARISH TRANSITIONS
NONE IN FEBRUARY

RECAP OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
On Sunday, February 16, our parish convened for the Annual Parish Meeting at 
Woodside.  Here is a brief recap of the meeting:
• Ryun Louie (President), Susan Rigby (Asst. Financial Secretary), Jeffery Weaver 

(Treasurer) & Nancy Jackson (Trustee-At-Large) were all elected to their positions 
for another term.  There were no nominations for Recording Secretary or Two 
Auditor positions.

• Fr. John will attend the Diocesan Assembly in Chicago, October 5-7.  Phil Tesar 
was elected as the Lay representative from our parish, with Michael Herzak as the 
alternate.

• Larissa Young made a motion to award $1,200 to all TAP applicants who meet the 
requirements - MOTION CARRIED.

• The Board of Trustees recommended approval of the increase in the project cost 
for the EPA remediation to a total of $568,000.  MOTION CARRIED.

• The Board of Trustees recommends approval of $200,000 line of credit to support 
Woodside with operating expenses and roof replacement.  MOTION CARRIED.

• Jeff Weaver made a motion to sell teh two properties located at 5634 and 5710 
Wallings Road. - MOTION CARRIED.

We are also seeking volunteers to sit on a committee to review financial options and 
help generate a financial plan to help address the issues facing the parish.  Anyone 
interested should contact Jeff Weaver or the parish office.

PRESANCTIFIED LENTEN MEALS
Are you looking for a simple way to serve your parish? We are looking for volunteers to 
prepare Lenten dinners following pre-sanctified liturgies on Wednesday nights.  We’re 
looking for groups, families or individuals to prepare simple meals. If you can’t prepare 
an entire meal, then please consider bringing a dish for a combined effort.  Contact 
Kathy Mindala at 440.263.7427 or email at Kmindala@yahoo.com.  A list of available 
dates will be published soon in the Weekly Bulletin.

FOR I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU FED ME (Matthew 25:35)
Please remember through Lazarus Saturday, we will be collecting food donations for 
St. Herman’s House of Hospitality. There is no better way to serve the Lord than to 
help those in need. We appreciate your generosity in assisting this wonderful project 
during Great Lent. We will be collecting items in the back of the church.

R CLUB NCAA MARCH MADNESS SQUARES
The R Club will be selling March Madness Squares once again 
this year, beginning on March 8th.  Each square is $25 and can 
be purchased by seeing John or Kathy Mindala.  There will be 63 
winners.  This is one of the many fundraisers the R Club holds 
throughout the year.
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PARISH YOUTH UPDATE
“Let everything take second place to our care of our children, our bringing them up to the discipline and instruction of the Lord. If from the 

beginning we teach them to love true wisdom, they will have great wealth and glory than riches can provide.”
St. John Chrysostom

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
3 & 4 ......................... Maryann Deyling & Monica Visocky
K / 1st ........................................Mat. Catrina Kovalak
2nd....................................................... Kathy Kovalak
3rd ...........................................................Liz Herberth
4th .................................................... Stephen Kovalak
5th ...........................................................Pat Hanchuk
6th .........................................................Larissa Young
7th, 8th 9th ...................................... Dn. Dan Kovalak
10th, 11th, 12th .................................... Tim Klembara

Church School Co-Superintendents
Stephen Kovalak & Pat Hanchuk

Sunday School starts promptly at 9:00 am on Sunday 
morning.  We appreciate your timeliness.  Please let 
your child’s teacher know by email or phone if they 
will not be in class.  Thank You!

2019-20 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDER
April 12 ................First Confession Class - Palm Sunday
April 19 .....................No Classes - Great & Holy Pascha
May 10 ............................................. Last Day of Classes

On Sunday, February 9th, the Sunday School choir sang under the direction 
of Choir Director Joachim Wyslutsky prior to communion.

SUNDAY SCHOOL GOOD ATTENDANCE
With Great Lent starting on March 1, can you have good attendance for 
Sunday School?  Be in Sunday School and church for 5 of the 6 Sunday’s 
starting March 1st through April 5th and win a prize!!

LENTEN PROJECT: TO GIVE & TO SERVE
With Lent upon us, and the Halos and Jr R Club are teaming up once again to 
sponsor a Church-wide giving and service project!

First, “to give”, we are asking for donations of small toys and school 
essentials for the Kids in the African orphanage from an Amazon.com registry 
list. Please go to Amazon.com >Find Registry > “Archangel Church” in 
Broadview Heights to purchase the items requested. There will be a collection 
box in the vestibule.

Second, “to serve”, on Friday evening, March 13th following The 6pm 
Akathist service, we are sorting the items donated and putting together gift 
bags for each child at the orphanage. We need your help to write a special note 
to the children and pack the bags. Dinner will be provided....So don’t miss 
this fun opportunity to join us at the 6 PM service to worship God and then 
meet downstairs afterwards for some food, fellowship, and to serve together. 
Questions can be texted to Sarah 330-592-7153.

MARCH & APRIL HALOS EVENTS
The March 13th service project will serve as the March event for the Halos.  
Please note that the Akathist Service will start at 6pm this night - not 7pm like 
normal.  The April event will be held on April 3rd and will be a Movie Night.  
More infor regarding the April event will be available soon.
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1) In the Gospel of St. John, Christ exclaims:
a. “I am the Truth.”
b. “You want the truth? You can’t handle the truth!”
c. “What is truth?”
d. “True that!”
e. “I am the Gospel Truth!”

2) Prior to Great Lent we should…
a. make sure to eat and enjoy ponchki and/or other foods we plan on 
giving up
b. reflect upon what we want to accomplish during the Great Fast
c. meditate upon our sinfulness and prepare to make a good confession
d. take stock in how far we are from God and strive to move closer to Him
e. all of the above

3). The phrase from liturgy, “Holy things are for the holy,” reminds us that: 
a. none of us should dare approach the chalice to receive Holy Commu-
nion
b. taking Communion makes us holy
c. we are God’s children: a Chosen Race and Royal Nation and thus, a 
holy people
d. only the clergy are really holy
e. only those who have prepared for Communion are holy

4) The term ‘holy’ literally means:
a. to be sprinkled with holy water
b. to be prayed over and touched with a Bible
c. to be separated
d. to be a member of a church
e. to be hand picked by God to be sinless

5) The verse from Ecclesiastes which states, “Cast your bread upon the waters” 
means:

a. that it is our Christian obligation to feed fish and water fowl alike
b. that we must take a chance and spread our faith in order for it to come 
back to us
c. that we should not eat bread that is dipped in water
d. that we should eat bread that is dipped in water
e. that man does not live by bread alone

6) The Psalter is:
a. a book containing the Psalms of David 
b. A book with Psalms divided into a series of groupings or “kathisma” for 
daily use
c. a person who puts salt on everything
d. a special subdeacon responsible for bringing salt to the bishop
e. both a & b

7) The name “Jesus” is literally:
a. an English/Latin/Greek transliteration of the Hebrew name “Joshua”
b. a name that should never be used as a curse word
c. a name before which all should bow
d. a name which means “savior”
e. all of the above

8) Which one of these is NOT a euphemism used by Jesus Christ?
a. “I am the Light of the world”  b. “I am the Bread of Life”
c. “I am Living Water”  d. “I am the Walrus”
e. “I am the Good Shepherd”

9) In the Early Church:
a. everyone wore vestments  b. no one wore vestments
c. some people wore vestments d. only clergy wore vestments
e. none of the above

10) The Liturgy of Preperation is called:
a. the Prothesis  b. the Prokeimenon
c. the Panikhida  d. the Proskomedia  e. both a & d

11) Which one of these is NOT a Liturgy within the Orthodox Church?
a. The Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
b. The Liturgy of St. John the Theologian
c. The Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
d. The Liturgy of St. James
e. The Liturgy of St. Gregory the Theologian 

12) What does the word “Anaphora” mean?
a. Get up
b. Stand up
c. Stand up for your rights
d. Kneel down
e. Lift up

13) When you approach the Chalice to receive Holy Communion, you should 
always...

a. extend your arms sideways and rotate like a helicopter
b. let your arms hang limp at your sides
c. put your hands in your pockets
d. fold your arms over your chest in a cross-wise fashion as a sign of humility 
and respect

14) The three Synoptic Gospels are:
a. Matthew, Luke, & John  b. Mark, Luke, & John
c. John, Paul, & George  d. Matthew, Mark, & Luke
e. John, James, & Peter

15) Prosphora is made from which of the following ingredients?
a. flour, water, yeast, & salt  b. flour, water, shortening, & yeast
c. sugar & spice and everything nice d. flour, pure olive oil, yeast, & water
e. Bisquick, eggs, water, & salt

16) According to St. Paul, faith is defined as:
a. “whatever was passed down to you by your parents you must believe.”
b. “that which makes you feel good and warm inside.” 
c. “the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”
d. “that which God demands, lest you go down into the pit and die.”
e. “love – and God is love, so God is our faith.”

17) A priest cannot be forced to reveal someone’s confession unless:
a. the moneys good enough.
b. law enforcement officials require him to do so.
c. the court issues a writ of habeus corpus. 
d. it becomes a matter of national security.
e. none of the above

18) Clerical vestments are worn by Orthodox Bishops, Priest, and Deacons be-
cause:

a. wearing of vestments was ordered by God (Exodus 28).
b. they serve to designate or “set apart” those who are called to the priestly 
office.
c. they provide a means of “covering” the sinful nature of the individual.
d. vestments help mask the frailty of the priest’s human nature and transfigure 
him as the one who imparts the grace of Christ through the Holy Priesthood, 
shifting the congregations’ focus from the man to the servitor.
e. all of the above

19) In the Gospels, Christ says that all sin is forgivable except:
a. sinning against ones parents. b. sinning against the clergy.
c. sinning against the Holy Spirit. d. sinning against the Church.
e. sinning against Christ.

20) When we sing “Alleluia,” we are actually saying: 
a. nothing… it is simply a series of nonsensical syllables like “zip-a-dee-doo-dah.”
b. “Praise the Lord!”  c. “Praise God!”
d. “Lord, have mercy!” e. “Praise God joyously!”

GREAT LENT - TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE
“Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? – unless 
indeed you fail to meet the test!” (2nd Cor. 13:5)
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On March 9th we celebrate the memory of a very special group of 
saints – forty of them to be exact! They are called the Forty Holy 
Martyrs of Sebastea.  Sebastea is a town in 
modern-day Armenia.

The 40 martyrs were young men, legionaries, 
or soldiers of the Roman Empire, stationed in 
the mountain town of Sebastea. They were 
exceptional for their bravery in battle, so 
much so that they had been nicknamed the 
“Thundering Legion.” They were exceptional 
in another way, too: they were Christians. 
Through the witness of one or two who 
followed the way of Jesus Christ, the others 
had been converted. This set them apart 
from many of their fellow soldiers, who still 
worshipped the pagan gods of Rome.

With their conversion to Christianity, it wasn’t 
long before these devout soldiers were put to 
the ultimate test of their faith. In an effort to 
consolidate power for himself throughout the Empire, the Emperor 
Licinius was demanding that all his subjects give allegiance to the 
pagan gods.  By doing so they would be stating their loyalty to him, 
for he was considered to be godlike himself as Emperor. Licinius 
felt threatened by the new Christian religion which told people not 
to worship pagan gods.

The legionaries had a terrible choice to make. They supported each 
other, and they made it; they would not, could not, bow down to 
idols. The young soldiers’ commanders got frantic. After all, they 
would get in trouble with the authorities if they could not control 
their own men. They offered the Christians higher military rank, 
they threatened, pleaded, and begged, but the forty young men were 
firm. “We will not turn away from Christ. If you hate us for this, take 
away not only our rank, but our lives as well,” one of them said.

Their fellow soldiers thought they were stupid for holding out; 
their commanding officers were furious; soon the son of the 
Emperor himself came to Sebastea to deal with these dangerous 
troublemakers.

They were subjected to a specifically horrible ordeal. They were put 
in the frozen waters of Lake Sebastea and left there all night. On the 

shore, in full view, warm steam bathhouses stood 
to beckon the freezing men. “Come, renounce 
your foolishness, leave the water and enjoy the 
warmth – we will give you honor and rank as 
well!” their commander called out.

All night long, the forty called out encouragement 
to one another, singing hymns and reciting the 
words of the Lord. But finally, one of them grew 
weak, and dragged himself out of the water and 
to the bathhouse.

As the long night wore one, 40 “crowns” 
appeared above the martyrs’ heads. Forty crowns 
but only 39 martyrs! Suddenly one of the guards 
saw the meaning of it all. He rushed into the water 
shouting, “Lord, make me worthy of this crown 
which your former servant surrendered!”

In the morning, all the surviving men were executed, and their 
bodies thrown into the lake. But their bones were found by other 
Christians, and their relics are preserved. The 40 martyrs have a 
place of honor in the Church’s calendar and in her long list of great 
martyrs of the Lord.

These young soldiers must have felt isolated from their non-
Christian peers. It is hard to stand apart, to be “different;” yet 
during Great Lent, you are standing apart too. You are undertaking 
a Lenten Journey that most of the world neglects. You are actively 
involved in fasting, increasing your prayer-life, studying scriptures, 
attending more services, watching that which you do, and are more 
charity-minded – remembering the poor and unfortunate. In other 
ways, too, as an Orthodox Christian, sometimes stand apart from 
those around you. Are you capable and/or ready to be different? 
Is it worthwhile? Why did Christ tell us that being different was 
something we have to be ready for?

Read and meditate upon the following scripture verses for an 
answer:  Matt. 5:11 & 16; Luke 16:31; John 15:11; Proverbs 13:1; 
Psalms 23 & 27.

THE HOLY FORTY MARTYRS

ADDITIONAL LENTEN SERVICES
Because Great Lent is predominately a penitential season and a time of increased awareness of God through prayer, besides Wednesday 
evening Presanctified Liturgies, Friday night’s Akathist, and the Saturday Memorial Divine Liturgy, this year I am adding a number of 
opportunities for parishioners to come, pray, and meditate quietly in church.

• Small Compline: on Tuesday and Thursday evenings, Small Compline will be read, which lasts about 15 minutes. Then Confessions 
will be heard. A great way to prepare for ones’ confession.

• Third Hour: On Friday’s at 9:30am – the traditional time of the Third Hour – we will read this short service and also allow 
opportunities for Confessions.

Make this year’s Lenten Journey a success by taking advantage of these extra times to gather and pray in church, as well as, to come and 
confess your sins.
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MARCH 
 BIRTHDAYS 

 
1 ...................... Nikolai Kovalak 
1 .................... Helen Ropchock 
3 ....................... Annette Lapso 
3 ......................... Erin Musarra 
4 .................. Andrew Hanchuk 
4 ........................ Daniel Hornik 
5 ........................ Laura Wtulich 
6 ......................... Irene Pollock 
6 ..................... Joseph Sekerak 
6 ............................ Ryun Louie 
8 .................... Sandra Bohurjak 
8 ......................Emily Niezgoda 
9 ....................... Helen Thomas 
9 .......................... Irene Kuchta 
10 .................. Michael Kochan 
10 ..................Stephen Kormos 
10 .................... Patricia Patrick 
12 .......................... Silas Foster 
12 ......................... Kathy Speth 
13 .................. Stephen Gaydos 
14 ......................... Olga Sabula 
15 ..................... Marie Wallace 
16 ...................... Peter Kormos 
19 ...................... Malakai Tesar 
20 ................. Matthew Supina 
21 ............ Richard Chamberlin 
23 ................ Alexander Weizer 
24 ................... Ralph Robinson 
24 ...................... John Mindala 
26 ..................... Nicholas Sipko 
28 ...................... George Glosik 
29 ......................Luke Hanchuk 
29 .................. Jacqueline Sabo 
29 ..................... Judi Wienclaw 
29 .............. George Strongosky 
29 .................. Thomas Visocky 
30 ............................. Lisa Lyon 
30 .................... Kristina Polcen 
30 ........................ Mary Herzak 
30 ......................... Holly Hayes 
31 ............... George Chernesky 
31 ..................... Kathryn Kallay 

MARCH 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
No March Anniversaries 

 
 

**If you or a loved one are not listed 
on the Birthday or Anniversary lists, 

please contact Phil in the Church 
Office at 440.526.5192 or 

info@stmichaelscleveland.org 
 
 

Interesting Fact 
As you’ve noticed, we usually have 

no Anniversaries to celebrate in 
March.  The Orthodox Church does 

not permit weddings to be 
performed during Great Lent, unless 

in cases of dire need. 
 

For example, a Bishop can grant 
dispensation to perform a wedding 

during Great Lent in the event of 
illness, or if someone was going off 
to war, or something similar.  In this 

case, the ceremony is performed, 
and a very small meal can be 

prepared, but no formal wedding 
reception can be held. 

 

ST. JAMES PRAYER LIST 
MARCH 

 
WITH CHILD 
Greg & Sarah Mindala 
Peter & Tammy (Kowalchik) Ubbelohde - Twins 
 
PARISHIONERS 

Terri Baranich 
Joan Benny 
Elena Boyd 
Sandy Bohurjak 
Andrew Buswell 
Marianne Buswell 
Walter Dimitrijevs 
John Gaborick 
Michael Gaydos 
Robert Glosik 
Anne Kallay 
Kay Klarr 
Luke Hanchuk 
Thomas Herberth 
Daniel Hornik 
Michael Kochan 
Margaret Kormos 
Marianne Kormos 
Annette Lapso 
Donald Lazar 
Nicholas Libertin 
Robert Lucak  
Mickey Macko 
 

Sandy Mehalik 
Alexandria Mikulicz 
Carol Milla 
Mark Nestor 
Kathy Nestor 
Gale Pishko 
Carlos Plaza 
Kristina Polcen 
Rick Polcen 
Candace Ropchock 
Helen Ropchock 
Christia Schutt 
Pat Sima 
Nicholas Sipko 
Elizabeth Spiwak 
Robert Spiwak 
George Strongosky 
Elizabeth Sutyak 
Joseph Sutyak 
Monica Visocky 
Margaret Voloschuk 
John Wheller 
Ann Youshak 
 

SPECIAL INTENTIONS & PRAYERS 
Mat. Anna Andrew ........................................... (Fr. John’s cousin) 
Judy Armstrong .................................. (Joanna Farragher’s friend) 
Jamie Arrango ........................... (Friend of many FOCA members) 
Mary Benyo ..................................................... (Sue Rigby’s mom) 
Ella Baciak ................................................. (Donna Tesar’s friend) 
William Cook .............................................. (John Cook’s brother) 
Anne Cvercko ............................................. (John Mindala’s aunt) 
James Docherty Jr. ................................... (Spiko family member) 
Sandy Garcowski ............................. (Nick & Jackie Sipko’s friend) 
Debbie Geletka ............................................ (Former Parishioner) 
Ted Geletka ............................................. (Former Choir Director) 
Joseph Kocab..................................... (Cousin of the Tesar family) 
Sam Kuchta ............................................ (Monica Polcen’s Uncle) 
Mat. Myra Kovalak ............. (Bob & Kathy Kovalak’s sister-in-law) 
Annamarie Luvison ........................... (Child, Niece of Nadine Ellis) 
Archpriest Myron Manzuk ................................ (Fr. John’s cousin) 
John Memorich .................................................... (Fr. John’s dad) 
James Osborn ...................................... (Charity Hanchuk’s father) 
Craig Richardson ............................(Friend of Candace Ropchock) 
Joey Shaluha .............................. (Ed & Karen Visocky’s grandson) 
Debbie Smith................................................... (Sue Rigby’s sister) 
Marie “Dodo” Wisocky ................................... (Joe Verba’s sister) 
 
SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES 
Jon Farragher ............... (George & JoAnn Farragher’s son) 
Nicholas Polcen ........... (Parishioner) 
Jacob Stankiewicz ........ (Donna Tesar’s neighbor) 
 
NEWLY DEPARTED 
James Horan ............... (Father of Colleen Horan)
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2020 FINANCIAL UPDATE
(as of Wednesday, February 26, 2020)

Total Pledge Units for 2020 ......................................................205
Total Amount Pledged .................................................$265,761.00
Total Amount Received .................................................$45,423.00
2019 Pledge Balance ...................................................$220,558.00

Givers with No Pledge ................................................................21
2020 Non-Pledge Gifts ...................................................$3,407.00

(Givers with no pledge are those members who did not turn in a 
Pledge Card for the 2020 year, but have given some donation in 
2020 that was counted as a pledge.)

GENERAL FUND INCOME UPDATE
Bingo Transfer to General Fund .....................................$5,000.00
Candle Desk ....................................................................$1,293.00
Candles ...............................................................................$862.00
Children’s Offering ..............................................................$21.00
Christmas Offering ...............................................................$60.00
Church Special Events .............................................................. $ --
Easter Flowers ........................................................................... $ --
Easter Offering .......................................................................... $ --
Flowers .................................................................................$55.00
Offering - Loose Cash ........................................................$254.00
Offerings ..............................................................................$41.00
Other Income .....................................................................$290.00
Pledge Contribution ......................................................$47,900.00
Poinsettia Flowers ..................................................................... $ --
Special Collection – Donations .......................................$4,050.00
Special Gifts .............................................................................. $ --
Special Occasion Offering .................................................$190.00
TOTALS .......................................................................$60,016.00

Average Weekly Collection ...........................................$7,502.00
Average Weekly Expense ..............................................$7,574.94

Direct Payment from Your Bank
If you wish to have your financial institution send your donation 
directly to the church, you can contact your bank and set up 
“Archangel Michael Orthodox Church” as a Direct Payment 
recipient.  Often times, this can easily be done through online 
banking.  You can then set the frequency and amount of your 
donation, and the bank sends a check directly to the church on 
your behalf.

Church Envelopes
Please contact the Church Office if you want to: (a) receive 
envelopes weekly or monthly; (b) stop envelopes; (c) correct 
information on the envelope (including the title, e.g., from Mrs. 
to Mr. & Mrs.).

STEWARDSHIP BINGO UPDATE

BINGO REPORT
For the Month of January, 2020

January Highlights:

Number of Sunday’s Open ........................................................... 4
Monthly Total Customers ......................................................... 476
Average Customers per Week .................................................. 119
Monthly Revenue Generated ....................................... $13,586.00
Monthly Profit ................................................................ $5,513.00
Monthly Transfer to Church........................................... $5,000.00

Fiscal Year-to-Date Profit
$20,727.00

Fiscal Year-to-Date Transfers to the Church
$20,000.00

"O Only-Begotten Son and immortal Word of God, Who for our 
salvation didst will to be incarnate of the holy Theotokos and 

ever-Virgin Mary, Who without change didst become man and wast 
crucified, Who art one of the holy Trinity, glorified with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit; O Christ our God, trampling down death by 

death, save us!”

This poetic masterpiece was composed 
about 1,400 years ago by the 
Byzantine Emperor Justinian, who also 
built the great Hagia Sofia Cathedral 
in Constantinople.  This little hymn 
which has come to be added to the 2nd 
Antiphon is a theological statement, 
much like the Creed, which explains 
the supernatural Birth of our Lord, 
defines His two distinct Natures, and 
declares that He is the second person 
of the Holy Trinity.

CHOIR CORNER
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Lenten Retreat 2020 
SATURDAY, MARCH 7 

2:00pm – 5:00pm 
Archangel Michael Orthodox Church – 5025 E. Mill Rd., Broadview Heights, Ohio 44147 

Retreat at Woodside Event Center 
 

 

BEING AN APOSTLE FOR CHRIST:  
LEARNING TO SHARE ALL THE GOOD 

GOD HAS DONE FOR ME 
 

 
 VERY REV. JOHN PARKER 

DEAN OF ST. TIKHON’S SEMINARY 

 
In addition, Fr. John will also lead a 

discussion about 
“An Orthodox Perspective about 

Homosexuality in our Modern Age” 
  

 
Vespers to follow with St. Tikhon’s 

Seminary Choir 
 

PLEASE RSVP TO THE CHURCH 
OFFICE 

440-526-5192 or to 
info@stmichaelscleveland.org 

 
Refreshments will be served. 
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LENTEN EASTER PROJECT 

 

We Need Your Help! 
We are collecting small toys and school essentials to send to 

the St. John Orphanage in Nyahururu, Kenya. 
 

There are specific items that are needed, so we ask that you 
purchase from the Amazon Registry that we have set up. 

 
Please go to Amazon.com > Find Registry > “Archangel Church” in Broadview Heights to 

purchase the items requested.   
 

Or, use this direct link: 
 

https://tinyurl.com/StMichaels-Orphanage 
 

There will be a collection box in the vestibule. 
 

All items should be delivered to the Church by Friday, March 13, 2020 
 

 
COME HELP PACK THE BAGS TO BE SENT TO KENYA! 

Friday, March 13, 2020 – after the 6PM Akathist Service 
 

Join us as we sort and package the items to be sent to the 
Orphanage!  Dinner will be provided! 

 
Contact Sarah Mindala with any questions at 330.592.7153 

The Greater Cleveland Council of Orthodox Clergy 

invites the faithful to celebrate the first Sunday of Great Lent 

Sunday of Orthodoxy 

 March 8, 2020 
St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church  

22909 Center Ridge Road, Rocky River  

Vespers at 5:00 p.m., followed by  

Guest Homilist Fr. Martin Ritsi 

Executive Director of  

 

Refreshments to follow 

QUIZ ANSWERS FROM PAGE 6
1) – A. (St. John 14:6)
2) – E. All of these are aspects of preparing for the Great Fast
3) – C. God considers us holy
4) – C. The word holy literally means that which is separated or “set apart”
5) – B. As a matter of faith this is akin to, if you don’t try, you won’t succeed.
6) – E. The Psalms make for wonderful reading for Lent. They are the “life-blood” that pumps throughout all of our structured services and worship. 
7) – E. The name Joshua is Hebrew means “savior”
8) – D. I just throw that one in there for Beatles fans.
9) – A. In the Early Church everyone who attended wore a special white robe (baptismal garment) akin to the “Wedding Garment” Christ utilized in His 
parable. Through time, this practice fell out of style and now only the clergy retain the wearing of that ancient vestment – along with an assortment of 
others.
10) – E. Prothesis and Proskomedia both mean “preperation.”
11) – B. St. John the Theologian is the writer of the Gospel of John.
12) – E. Anaphora is a Greek word which, literally means “to lift up.”
13) – D. And although we tend to see varying aspects of the other answers, everyone approaching the chalice should fold their arms across their chest. 
This is the most traditional posture for receiving the Eucharist.
14) – D. Synoptic comes from the Greek word synoptikos meaning, a “similar or general account from the same point of view.”
15) – A. And if you haven’t done so already, the next time we advertise prosphora baking come, lend a hand, and see how its made!
16) – C. (Hebrews 11:1)
17) – E. Within the Sacrament of Repentance there exists a “seal” between you, God, and your Spiritual Father. Therefore, no priest can be compelled 
to reveal a penitent’s confession under any circumstances.
18) – E. Vestments serve all of these purposes.
19) – C. (Matthew 12:31-32; Luke 12:10). This so-called “unforgiveable sin” is the utter rebellion against God that denies Him as the doer of His Own 
acts.
20) – Either C or E. Alleluia is actually the anglicized version of the Hebrew word Hallelujah. Singing Hallelujah or Halleluyah literally means “praise 
God,” and is derived from two words: the verb hallelhu, meaning “to praise” or “to give praise,” and the noun Jah (from Yahwey or Jehovah), meaning 
“God.” It should be noted, however, that an explicit connotation of “exuberance” exists within its original form that does not necessarily carry over in 
translation. Therefore, the most accurate definition might be rendered as, “Praise God joyously!”
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PARISH SAVE THE DATE
Sun. Mar. 1 ......................................... FORGIVENESS SUNDAY
Mon. Mar. 2.......................................................Great Lent Begins
Sat. Mar. 7 ..........................................Lenten Retreat at Woodside
Sun. Mar. 8 ........................SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY Vespers
Fri. Mar. 13 ............................................... Halos - Service Project
Sun. Mar. 15 .......................................Heirarchical Divine Liturgy
Sun. Mar. 22 ..............................Akathist to the Cross - Mogadore

Fri. Apr. 3 ...................................................... Halos - Movie Night
Sat. Apr. 11 ............................................. LAZARUS SATURDAY
.................................................................... First Confession Class
...................................................................Youth Church Cleaning
Sun. Apr. 12........................................................ PALM SUNDAY
Mon. Apr. 13-18 ........................................................... Holy Week
Sun. Apr. 19........................................GREAT & HOLY PASCHA

Please visit our website for the current version of our online calendar.

HEADLINES AROUND THE OCA
FROM OCA.ORG

February 23, 2020
Metropolitan Tikhon Celebrates Memorial Saturday 

in Washington D.C.

February 21, 2020
FOCA’s 94th National Convention to be held July 

24th – 27th, 2020 in Minneapolis, MN

February 18, 2020
Metropolitan Tikhon Meets With Representatives of 

Serbian Orthodox Church

February 15, 2020
In the News: Women’s Retreat in Eastern 

Pennsylvania; Music Workshops in Chicago and 
New York

(visit www.OCA.org to read the latest news)

Many laypeople have attempted to read the great spiritual classic, The Ladder of Divine Ascent, but have 
been frustrated in attempting to apply the lessons of this monastic text to their everyday lives in the world. In 
Thirty Steps, Archimandrite Vassilios interprets the Ladder for the ordinary Christian without sacrificing any 
of its beauty and power. Now you too can accept the challenge offered by St. John Climacus to ascend closer 
to God with each passing day.

About the Author: Archimandrite Vassilios Papavassiliou is a priest of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
Thyateira and Great Britain. He was born in London in 1977 and holds degrees in pastoral and social theology, 
classics, and Byzantine music. He is the author of Meditations for Great Lent and Meditations for Advent 
(Ancient Faith Publishing), Journey to the Kingdom: An Insider’s Look at the Liturgy and Beliefs of the Eastern 
Orthodox Church (Paraclete Press), and numerous articles on Christian Orthodox faith and theology.

Shop at smile.amazon.com and search for “Archangel Michael 
Orthodox Church” and .5% of your purchase will be donated back 

to our parish!

THIRTY STEPS TO HEAVEN
The Ladder of Divine Ascent for All Walks of Life
by Archimandrite Vassilios Papavassiliou

$18.95
IN OUR BOOKSTORE
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Moving or have Contact Info Updates?
Please contact the church office to update 
your address and or phone number by 
emailing info@stmichaelscleveland.org or  
calling 440.526.5192.

Candles / Prayers / Flowers
Contact the church office if you would like 
order candles, flowers or have prayers in 
church in honor or memory of your loved 
ones.  Flowers are $55 for a bouquet, and 

candles range from $3 to $30, depending on 
what you would like.  The church office will 
purchase the flowers for you and they will 
be delivered the Friday before the requested 
service / date.

Vesperal Liturgies
All vesperal liturgies will start at 7:00 pm.

Church Summer Hours
Starting on the Sunday of Memorial Day 

Weekend through the Sunday of Labor Day, 
our parish changes to our Summer Hours, 
with Divine Liturgies starting at 9:30 am 
unless otherwise noted.

St. James Prayer List
Contact the church office to have a name 
added to or removed from the St. James 
Prayer list.  The list is published each month 
in the Archangel, and weekly edits to the list 
are printed in the Weekly Bulletin.

CHURCH INFORMATION

HEALTH HINT
MARCH 2020 - CORONAVIRUS
BY KRISTEN DOTSON, RN
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is responding to an outbreak of respiratory disease caused by a novel (new) coronavirus 
that was first detected in Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China and which has now been detected in 32 locations internationally, including 
cases in the United States. The virus has been named “SARS-CoV-2” and the disease it causes has been named “coronavirus disease 2019” 
(abbreviated “COVID-19”).

On January 30, 2020, the International Health Regulations Emergency Committee of the World Health Organization declared the outbreak 
a public health emergency of international concern.  Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that are common in many different species 
of animals, including camels, cattle, cats, and bats. Rarely, animal coronaviruses can infect people and then spread between people such 
as with this new virus.  Imported cases of COVID-19 in travelers have been detected in the United States.  Person-to-person spread 
of COVID-19 also has been seen among close contacts of returned travelers from Wuhan, but at this time, this virus is NOT currently 
spreading in the community in the United States.

The virus is thought to spread mainly from person-to-person.
• Between people who are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet)
• Via respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes.
• These droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people who are nearby or possibly be inhaled into the lungs.

It may be possible that a person can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has the virus on it and then touching their own 
mouth, nose, or possibly their eyes, but this is not thought to be the main way the virus spreads.  
For confirmed coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) cases, reported illnesses have ranged from mild symptoms to severe illness and 
death. Symptoms can include:

• Fever
• Cough
• Shortness of breath

There is currently no vaccine to prevent coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). The best way to prevent illness is to avoid being exposed 
to this virus. However, as a reminder, CDC always recommends everyday preventive actions to help prevent the spread of respiratory 
diseases, including:

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.
• Stay home when you are sick.
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular household cleaning spray or wipe.
• Facemasks should be used by people who show symptoms of COVID-19 to help prevent the spread of the disease to others.

There is still more to be learned about this emerging disease.
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State License
#13728

770 Ken Mar Industrial Parkway
Broadview Hts .Ohio 44147

Dennis M. Schlekie
Owner / Master Plumber Phone: (440) 526-2905

Fax: (440) 546-7698

Dennis@ApprovedPlumbing.com

www.approvedplumbing.com

Theodore J. “Ted” Kirsh
Funeral Director, Parishioner

7501 Ridge Road • Parma, Ohio 44129 • 440.842.7800
tkirsh@buschcares.com

(216) 642-7373
7305 Broadview Road
Seven Hills, OH 44131

oa@drsglosik.com

Dr. George N. Glosik
Dr. Robert J. Glosik
Dr. Cheri J. Andler

LLC

www.apexteamohio.com

Mention this ad and we will donate $250 from your sale or purchase to
St. Michael's Russian Orthodox Church.

Buy, Sell, or Invest with the Best!
216.309.0567
brock@apexteamohio.com
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