
CHRIST IS RISEN!  
“BACK TO THE TOMB!”
BY FR. JOHN MEMORICH

After experiencing the intensity of our Lord’s Passion, the triumph of Pascha, the joy of Bright Week, and the upper room in which Jesus 
revealed Himself to His apostles and allowed them to touch His wounds as proof of His resurrection, why then does the Church take us 
“back to the grave” on the third Sunday of Pascha?

On this day we honor the pious women who stood by the cross out of love and respect for Christ. 
They, unlike the apostles who betrayed, denied and abandoned their Master, did not run, did not 
fear, but remained faithful, standing at the foot of the cross with our Lord until His end – grieving 
His loss…and their own loss of hope.

Yet even in the face of hopelessness, these women continued to act. They purchase ointments that 
will help dry out the Lord’s Body as it decays, and sweet spices so that even in death, His Body will 
be honored. Their actions, as simple as they might have been, show their steadfast love for Christ. 
Even though all hope seemed shattered, they go the extra mile to honor Jesus. Such was the love of 
these women for a dead man!

Therefore, these humble women went to the tomb to perform a beautiful task, only to find an even 
more beautiful event – an angel proclaiming, “He is not here. He is risen! Go proclaim this to His 
disciples!”  

Thus, this dedicated band of women, were given the honor and privilege of being the first ones 
commissioned to proclaim that “Christ is Risen!” And this is why we “go back to the tomb” today: 
to remind us of our own responsibility and privilege as Christians in witnessing to and evangelizing 
our faith!

Too often in the Church we assume that the task and responsibility of sharing the Gospel and evangelization is the duty of the priest alone. 
The gospel lesson of the Myrrh-bearing women should dispel this irrational thought. Spreading the Good News and inviting others to 
worship with us is the responsibility of each and every Christian…a sacred task imbued upon us at Holy Baptism!

One need not be a theologian to tell others about the joy we find in Christ and being part of His Church, nor do we need to be a biblical 
scholar. All it takes is a little bit of effort and our ability to want others to experience what we do.

Mother Teresa once said that sharing our faith is like “one beggar telling another beggar where to find bread.” We are all beggars, and God 
has given us some food – His Own Son: the Bread of Life. Just as it would be a sin for someone who found a great amount of food not to 
share it with others who are starving, in like manner it is a sin for us to discover God, and then not tell others about Him!

I can appreciate how some of you might be shy or anxious to share your faith with others. You might feel that you don’t know enough to 
explain every aspect of your Faith. Don’t worry; and don’t be afraid! Jesus didn’t say that every person has to explain the most difficult 
theology or complicated aspects of the Church, He simply said, “Go quickly and tell others, ‘He is Risen!’” Thus, the empty Tomb is what 
fills the Church!
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Christ Is Risen!!!!

I hope this letter finds everyone safe, healthy and strong. So much has happened since I 
last wrote. I would like to first thank our parishioners for practicing our social distancing 
procedures. A gigantic thank you goes out to Father John, Joachim Wyslutsky, and Phil 
Tesar for live- streaming our services over these many weeks and Holy Week thru Pascha. 
My family watched continue to watch the services. Pascha would not be the same without 
the live-stream services.

Your Board of Trustees, and in particular the Financial Committee, 
is making sure our parish is being taken care of during this time. We 
are so grateful to Jeff Weaver, Darlene Dimitrijevs, and the rest of 
the team as well as Greg Mindala and the Woodside team who are 
working to address the impact of cancelled and rescheduled events. 
Thanks are also in order to John Mindala for his help preparing 
for the sale of the Wallings Road properties. These teams worked 
quickly and coordinated carefully to protect our financial assets 
and adjust inbound and outbound monies as necessary for cash 
flow changes arising from pandemic-related governmental and diocesan shut-down orders.

Steve Kovalak is to be commended for compiling our first Paschal parish greetings video: 
well done! We also thank him, Pat Hanchuk, and all our Sunday School teachers for emailing 
their lessons to the parish children during this time.

Most of all thank you, Archangel Michael Parish for the generosity you have shown with 
your stewardship offerings. During adverse times it is great to see us pull together as a 
parish and support the continued operations and obligations of our church. Please keep 
safe and continue practicing proper social distancing and proper handwashing. It is easy 
to believe everything is now ok and activities are safe, but please be cautious during these 
unpredictable times.

My family and I miss all of you dearly and cannot wait until we can all be back together 
again.

Christ Is Risen!!! Truly He Is Risen!!!!

Ryun E. Louie
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

RECEIVE IMPORTANT PARISH UPDATES VIA TEXT
In an ongoing effort to keep our parish community informed and up-to-date with very 

important information, you can now receive TEXT MESSAGE updates from the church.  
These updates are not sent frequently, but rather when there is information that needs to 

be distributed quickly.

TEXT AMOC TO 94090
You’ll recieve a confirmation text message.  Standard Message and data rates apply.  The 

church cannot add your number, you need to “opt-in” to start receiving the messages.  
Please contact the church office with any questions, and Phil will be able to help you 

out.
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FOR UPDATED INFORMATION FROM HIS GRACE 
BISHOP PAUL & THE DIOCESE OF THE MIDWEST, 

VISIT WWW.DOMOCA.ORG
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PARISH NEWS

AROUND THE PARISH

SUMMER HOURS / STREAMING HOURS
Please note that while we continue to LIVE 
stream services, the new start time for Divine 
Liturgy is 9am.  We will continue the 9am start 
time until we are able to celebrate in person 
again.  Once we are able to be in church, if it 
is after Memorial Day Weekend, our normal 
Summer Hours will be in effect.

ATTENTION GRADUATES
High School, Vocational School, College and 
any other institution of Higher Learning – 
please email a graduation photo of yourself to 
the church office at your convienence.
Info@stmichaelscleveland.org. Until we have 
more clarity on when we can get together, we 
don’t know if we’ll be able to host our Father’s 
Day Picnic.

GRAVE BLESSINGS
While we continue to adhere to current CDC 
and State of Ohio guidelines, Fr. John will be 
available this month for grave blessings at both 
St. Theodosius and Highland Park Cemetery.  
If you are interested, please contact the church 
office at 440.526.5192.

MOTHER’S DAY CARRYOUT DINNER
While we cannot gather together for our annual 
Mother’s Day Banquet, Catering by Verba’s is 
offering a Mother’s Day Dinner on May 10.  
Please see the flyer in the Archangel, but all 
orders must be placed online at the Catering 
By Verba’s website.  Woodside receives a 
portion of all sales, as well as all alcohol sales.

CARRYOUT DINNERS PT. 2
Catering by Verba’s will be rolling out a to-go 
menu for the next few Friday’s & Saturday’s.  
While we are not able to have functions at 
Woodside, we are all being a little creative 
on how to still bring revenue into the facility.  
More details will be available soon regarding 
menus and options!

PARISH TRANSITIONS
BLESSED IS THE WAY IN WHICH THOU SHALL WALK TODAY, O SOUL!

Mary Voss, departed March 6, buried April 6
A GIFT FROM GOD!

Arthur Richard & Augustus “Gus” Frederic Ubbelohde, born April 13
Twin boys of Peter & Tammy (Kowalchik) Ubbelohde

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
Please be advised that the 2020 Scholarship Application deadline has been extended 
until May 31st.  You can find the application online at StMichaelsCleveland.org

Home > About > Our Ministries & Clubs > Tuition & Scholarship Programs.

Please contact Larissa Young with any questions - larschucky@yahoo.com

PARISH YOUTUBE CHANNEL
Continuing our effort to keep our parishioners connected 
digitally, our Parish now has a YouTube Channel.  Currently, 
we have all of the services that were live-streamed, as well as some pre-recorded 
services as well.  In addition, we have an archive of videos from the past few years 
that are in the process of being uploaded as well.  These include Q & A videos with 
Fr. John, the 90th Anniversary Documentary narrated by Pauline Mehalik and others.

We recommend checking out this channel and “subscribing”.  As we grow this 
channel, we’ll be creating more content to upload more regularly.  There is a link on 
our website StMichaelsCleveland.org that will take you to our new page. You can 
always vist the site direclty by visiting:
www.YouTube.com/ArchangelMichaelOrthodoxChurch.com

REFINISHED GYM FLOOR
We are pleased to inform the parish that thanks to the generosity of an anonymous 
donor, we were able to get our gymnasium floor refinished.  As you may or may not 
know, these hardwood gym floors can only be sanded down and refinished so many 
times before needing to be completly replaced.  The process that we just underwent 
did not include any sanding, just a cleaning and fresh coat of lacquer.  The finished 
product can be seen in the before and after photos below!
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PARISH YOUTH UPDATE
“Let everything take second place to our care of our children, our bringing them up to the discipline and instruction of the Lord. If from the 

beginning we teach them to love true wisdom, they will have great wealth and glory than riches can provide.”
St. John Chrysostom

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
3 & 4 ......................... Maryann Deyling & Monica Visocky
K / 1st ........................................Mat. Catrina Kovalak
2nd....................................................... Kathy Kovalak
3rd ...........................................................Liz Herberth
4th .................................................... Stephen Kovalak
5th ...........................................................Pat Hanchuk
6th .........................................................Larissa Young
7th, 8th 9th ...................................... Dn. Dan Kovalak
10th, 11th, 12th .................................... Tim Klembara

Church School Co-Superintendents
Stephen Kovalak & Pat Hanchuk

Along with all services, all Sunday School Classes have 
been postponed until further notice.  We appreciate 
your understanding during this unprecedented time.

On Saturday, March 14th, the youth of the parish gathered to put together 
the gift packages for the St. John’s Orphanage in Kenya.  His Grace Bishop 
Paul was in attendance after Vespers for this event.  Unfortunately, due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic, Bishop Neofitos was scheduled to join the group, but 
was forced to return to Kenya before travel restrictions were put in place out 
of the United States.  Thank you to everyone who supported this cause!

2020 PASCHAL VIDEO
A very special THANK YOU to Steve Kovalak for volunteering to 
produce a 2020 Paschal Video.  He spent time collecting paschal 
greetings from a number of our parishioners (Thank You for 
sending yours in!) and compiling them into a 28 minute video.  
He also included a number of photo galleries from past Paschal 
celebrations so we could all relive the joy of our Lord’s resurrection 
over the years!

The complete video can be found on our parish Facebook page as 
well as our YouTube channel.
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As the 1960’s came to its’ close Americans must have felt as if they 
had literally gone through a wringer; for that entire decade was unlike 
any other. If the sixties were about change, that change came so fast 
and furious that its beginning was totally unlike the end. Ethics, 
politics, standards, and morals changed as rapidly as did music, 
hair styles, fashion, and art. The dynamics of religion, philosophy, 
marriage, family, and lifestyle were also questioned, reevaluated, 
and even railed at. The “Space Race” stood in crass contrast to the 
Civil Rights Movement and the inequities of minorities, and the fact 
that all of this took place between the bookends of the Cold War 
and the heated controversy over an unjust war in Vietnam certainly 
didn’t help matters.

The Sixties were an era of constant rebellion and social protests. 
Not only were the “times a changin’,” but so too was the governing 
leadership as youth questioned the old guards’ ideals and policies; 
not wanting to trust anyone over thirty. It is true that other decades 
saw rebellious activities, but for this particular generation, rebellion 
became a kind of mainstay, symbolized by Marlon Brando’s 
character in The Wild One, who, when asked what he was rebelling 
against, uttered the immortal, anthemic phrase, “Whaddya got?”

This unique decade was proceeded by Cold War fear and the 
tenuous threat of atomic annihilation. That same dark, bleak, doom-
filled outlook fueled the pessimism of the Beatniks, who were, in 
a sense, archetypal Dostoevsky students: starved, and in conflict 
with demons. Yet they managed to somehow give birth to a vibrant 
optimism as America rediscovered its ancestral roots and birthright. 
Folk music was all the rage which, became its own form of political 
affiliation and stance. The youth-centered culture of the Baby-
Boomers longed-for the idealistic Shangri la expressed by folk 
lyrics, as well as President Kennedy’s visionary “Torch has been 
passed to a New Generation” philosophy. 

This helped set a course for clean-cut, crew-cut, penny-loafer-
wearing kids to get involved and want to “make a difference.” 
For the first time, youth saw themselves as force in history. Little 
did anyone know that their counter-culture outlook would lead 
them down the rabbit hole, morphing into the long-haired, sandal-
wearing, peace-loving Hippie generation which culminated in 
1967’s Summer of Love. 

Indeed, so much happened during the sixties that by its 1970 
capstone, our country (and perhaps the world) seemed like it was 
coming apart at its’ seams and/or about to erupt like a pressure 
cooker.

In the world, radical changes led to radical behavior. After 
peaceful Teach-Ins, Sit-Ins, Be-Ins, and freedom marches didn’t 
work, violence inevitably crept onto the scene. First in the form 
of numerous political figures who were targeted for assassination, 
but then by riotous acts of various radical factions who thought 
pacifist measures to slow. Change, they touted from Moa, needed 
to come through the barrel of a gun. Thus, terrorism becomes a 
kind of new-normal. The University of Madison was bombed by 

anti-war factions. The Baader-Meinhof Gang, Red Army Faction, 
and various Palestinian groups almost routinely hijacked planes 
and set off bombs. And even peaceful demonstrations ended up as 
brawls when police in riot gear clubbed and beat teenagers in front 
of television cameras.

Yet 1970 still saw radical peaceful movements which helped bring 
about equal rights for women, better education for minorities, rallies 
against pollution, and even the establishment of the first Earth Day!

In music, the Sixties were capped-off with two memorable concerts 
showing both, the best and worst of these times: Woodstock and 
Altamont. The Beatles released their album Let It Be, while almost 
simultaneously announcing their break-up: news that sent shock 
waves across the universe. Simon and Garfunkel also broke-up, 
as did The Turtles. Black Sabbath released their debut album; 
Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young were anointed to carry the mantel of 
the Beatles; and we sadly said goodbye to Jimi Hendrix and Janis 
Joplin, who each died from drugs that same year.

In sports, the New York Knicks beast the Los Angeles Lakers, 
Kansas City beat the Vikings in the Superbowl, Monday Night 
Football debuted with the Browns beating the Jets 31-21, and the 
first New York marathon takes place.

That year people were watching a new TV shows like The Odd 
Couple, The Partridge Family, Mary Tyler Moore, All My 
Children…and Laugh-in was still “sockin’ it to us.” Commercials 
for the new Chevy Vega and Ford Pinto appeared. As “moon fever” 
dissipated, the Apollo 13 incident gripped our entire nation and 
kept us glued to the TV so see the outcome. People also watched as 
Lt. Calley went on trial as the scapegoat for the My Lai Massacre. 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn won the Nobel Pease Prize in Literature. 
The comic strip Doonesbury is introduced, and everyone was 
rushing to the movies to see Love Story; Patton; MASH; and Tora, 
Tora, Tora which were ripping up the box office.

1970 was also a pivotable year for Orthodox Christians in America 
because, this was the year we received our Tomos of Autocephaly 

“Tin Soldiers and Nixon Coming, We’re Finally on Our Own,
This Summer I Hear the Drumming, Four Dead in Ohio”
– Ohio, by Neil Young
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CATERING BY VERBA’S  MOTHER’S DAY CARRY OUT DINNER 
 

Sunday, May 10, 2020 
Pick up is at Woodside Event Center at St. Michael’s between 12:30 pm and 4:00 pm 

 

Choice of Entrée 
Chicken Champagne | Half Baby Back Ribs | Gnocchi with Vodka Sauce 

 

Choice of Vegetable 
Asparagus with Lemon Butter | Roasted Green Beans with Pine Nuts 

 

Choice of Starch 
Oven Roasted Rosemary Redskins | Rice Pilaf 

 

Choice of Dessert 
Strawberry Creme Torte Cake | Chocolate Tuxedo Truffle Torte 

 

All dinners include a mixed green salad with dressing and a roll with butter 
 

$30.00 per person 
 

Order Online until Friday, May 8th at CateringByVerbas.com 
Beer & Wine Also Available for Purchase with a Food Order 

 

(i.e. certificate granting us the right of self-governance) from the USSR/Russia. This, then, afforded us greater abilities to move towards an 
American Orthodox Church on this continent.
Although all aspects of 1970 were historically relevant and important, the one thing that sets this year apart was an incident that occurred on 
May 4th, at Kent State University – for that event literally shook the world, changed the course of history, solidified and Anti-War efforts, 
and eventually brought an end to the unjust war in Vietnam.

That day a peaceful student demonstration was planned at Kent State University to protest the United States’ illegal bombing of Cambodia 
which, in the eyes of the students, was an escalation to a war that the U.S. government already admitted it couldn’t win. And because various 
student demonstrations at other colleges had become unruly, the governor called in the National Guard as a precautionary measure; to ensure 
against any uprising or riot, and to maintain order. However, the presence of the armed soldiers at a peaceful, Anti-War rally only added 
tension to an already volatile situation and intensified the protesters’ anti-war rhetoric. Shouting ensued, followed by taunts, and then, in the 
course of an instant, utter complete and utter chaos: soldiers cutting us down!

No one knows why or how, but members of the National Guard suddenly began shooting into the student crowd. By the time an order to 
“cease fire” was given, twenty-eight guardsman had fired sixty-eight live rounds in thirteen seconds – wounding nine students and killing 
four: Allison Krause, Jeffrey Miller, Sandra Scheuer, and William Schroeder.

It was probably the most important lesson ever learned at an American place of learning, and this incident triggered massive protests and 
demonstrations across the United States – and even the world! In a sad way, this incident finally brought the reality of an unjust war home to 
those who had previously supported our military involvement in Vietnam. It also inspired Neil Young to write the anthemic anti-war song, 
“Ohio,” as a tribute to the fallen and to incite everyone to action because, “we’re finally on our own.” 

On this, the fiftieth anniversary of such a sad, yet epic event, let us pause to remember those martyred students who lost their lives, the many 
who were wounded, as well as their families who have suffered such loss.
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MAY 
 BIRTHDAYS 

1 ............................. Paula Allen 
2 ....................... Jessica Hudeck 
3 ......................... John Mindala 
3 ..................... Dennis Schlekie 
4 .................... Elizabeth Supina 
5 .................... Karen Kowalchik 
5 ..................... Edward Visocky 
5 ............................ Bob Macko 
5 ......................Stefanie Uhrina 
5 ........................ Joseph Schutt 
6 ....................... Sandy Mehalik 
7 .................. Michael Gaborick 
7 ....................... Nancy Jackson 
8 .................... Timothy Kormos 
9 ........................ Jacob Mehalik 
9 ............ Richard Kowalchik, Jr. 
12 ..........................Lance Louie 
12 ................... Brooke Musarra 
14 .............. Alexandra Mikulicz 
16 .............................. Eric Weis 
16 ................. Alexandra Young 
17 ......................... Gail Peshina 
18 ........................ Donna Tesar 
19 ....................... Dennis Lapso 
19 .......................... Lara Herzak 
19 .............. Raymond Fetcenko 
21 .................. Mary Jane Lucak 
21 ...................... Anthony Klich 
22 ...................... Jane Fedonhk 
22 ............... Alexandra Kovalak 
22 ......................... Parker Page 
23 ....................... Jacob Balyeat 
24 ...................... Joseph Supina 
24 ......................Xavier Visocky 
25 .................... Mark Andrasek 
25 .................... Adam Hanchuk 
27 ....................... Paula Gaydos 
28 ........................ John Kormos 
28 .......................Hudson Louie

MAY 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
May 1 

Mike & Tanya Neizgoda 
 

May 5 
Charles & Beth Noll 

 
May 9 

Michael & Elaine Meczka 
Ted & Kathleen Kirsh 

 
May 11 

Harvey & Nancy Jackson 
 

May 21 
Drs. Jason & Sandy Glagola 

 
May 22 

Michael & Paula Herzak 
 

May 24 
Daniel & Sandy Mehalik 

 
May 24 

John & Rachel Memorich 
 

May 27 
Stephan & Kristen Kovalak 

 
May 28 

Michael & Sandy Bohurjak 
Bob & Naomi Reilly 

 
May 30 

Sam & Lisa Lyon 
 

**If you or a loved one are not 
listed on the Birthday or 

Anniversary lists, please contact 
Phil in the Church Office at 

440.526.5192 or 
info@stmichaelscleveland.org 

 
 

“…and the two shall 
become one flesh; 

What therefore God has 
joined together, let no man 

put asunder.” 

ST. JAMES PRAYER LIST 
MAY 

 
WITH CHILD 
Greg & Sarah Mindala 
 
PARISHIONERS 

Terri Baranich 
Joan Benny 
Elena Boyd 
Sandy Bohurjak 
Andrew Buswell 
Marianne Buswell 
Walter Dimitrijevs 
John Gaborick 
Michael Gaydos 
Robert Glosik 
Anne Kallay 
Kay Klarr 
Luke Hanchuk 
Thomas Herberth 
Daniel Hornik 
Michael Kochan 
Margaret Kormos 
Marianne Kormos 
Annette Lapso 
Donald Lazar 
Nicholas Libertin 
Robert Lucak 

Mickey Macko 
Sandy Mehalik 
Alexandria Mikulicz 
Carol Milla 
Mark Nestor 
Kathy Nestor 
Gale Pishko 
Carlos Plaza 
Kristina Polcen 
Rick Polcen 
Drew Ramsay 
Candace Ropchock 
Helen Ropchock 
Christia Schutt 
Pat Sima 
Elizabeth Spiwak 
Robert Spiwak 
George Strongosky 
Elizabeth Sutyak 
Joseph Sutyak 
Monica Visocky 
Margaret Voloschuk 
John Wheller 

 
SPECIAL INTENTIONS & PRAYERS 
Mat. Anna Andrew .................................. (Fr. John’s cousin) 
Judy Armstrong ......................... (Joanna Farragher’s friend) 
Jamie Arrango .................. (Friend of many FOCA members) 
Ella Baciak ........................................ (Donna Tesar’s friend) 
William Cook ..................................... (John Cook’s brother) 
Anne Cvercko .................................... (John Mindala’s aunt) 
James Docherty Jr. ........................... (Spiko family member) 
Sandy Garcowski .................... (Nick & Jackie Sipko’s friend) 
Debbie Geletka ................................... (Former Parishioner) 
Ted Geletka .................................... (Former Choir Director) 
Joseph Kocab ............................ (Cousin of the Tesar family) 
Sam Kuchta.................................... (Monica Polcen’s Uncle) 
Mat. Myra Kovalak .... (Bob & Kathy Kovalak’s sister-in-law) 
Fr. Dan Kovalak ............................... (Bob Kovalak’s brother) 
Annamarie Luvison .................. (Child, Niece of Nadine Ellis) 
Archpriest Myron Manzuk ....................... (Fr. John’s cousin) 
John Memorich ............................................ (Fr. John’s dad) 
James Osborn ............................. (Charity Hanchuk’s father) 
Craig Richardson ................... (Friend of Candace Ropchock) 
Joey Shaluha ..................... (Ed & Karen Visocky’s grandson) 
Debbie Smith ......................................... (Sue Rigby’s sister) 
Marie “Dodo” Wisocky .......................... (Joe Verba’s sister) 
 

SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES 
Jon Farragher ...............(George & JoAnn Farragher’s son) 
Nicholas Polcen ...........(Parishioner) 
Jacob Stankiewicz ........(Donna Tesar’s neighbor) 
 

NEWLY DEPARTED 
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2020 FINANCIAL UPDATE
(as of Thursday, April 30, 2020)

Total Pledge Units for 2020 ......................................................208
Total Amount Pledged .................................................$269,861.00
Total Amount Received .................................................$94,942.00
2020 Pledge Balance ...................................................$175,279.00

Givers with No Pledge ................................................................21
2020 Non-Pledge Gifts ...................................................$5,123.00

(Givers with no pledge are those members who did not turn in a 
Pledge Card for the 2020 year, but have given some donation in 
2020 that was counted as a pledge.)

GENERAL FUND INCOME UPDATE
Bingo Transfer to General Fund ...................................$10,000.00
Candle Desk ....................................................................$1,956.25
Candles ............................................................................$1,385.00
Children’s Offering ..............................................................$34.00
Christmas Offering ...............................................................$60.00
Church Special Events .............................................................. $ --
Easter Flowers ........................................................................... $ --
Easter Offering ...............................................................$ 2,141.00
Flowers ...............................................................................$120.00
Offering - Loose Cash ........................................................$358.00
Offerings ..............................................................................$76.00
Other Income .....................................................................$796.65
Pledge Contribution ......................................................$99,135.00
Poinsettia Flowers ..................................................................... $ --
Special Collection – Donations .....................................$14,995.00
Special Gifts ...................................................................$ 1,300.00
Special Occasion Offering .................................................$455.00
TOTALS .....................................................................$132,811.90

Average Weekly Collection ...........................................$7,378.40
Average Weekly Expense ..............................................$7,574.94

Direct Payment from Your Bank
If you wish to have your financial institution send your donation 
directly to the church, you can contact your bank and set up 
“Archangel Michael Orthodox Church” as a Direct Payment 
recipient.  Often times, this can easily be done through online 
banking.  You can then set the frequency and amount of your 
donation, and the bank sends a check directly to the church on 
your behalf.

Church Envelopes
Please contact the Church Office if you want to: (a) receive 
envelopes weekly or monthly; (b) stop envelopes; (c) correct 
information on the envelope (including the title, e.g., from Mrs. 
to Mr. & Mrs.).

STEWARDSHIP BINGO UPDATE

BINGO REPORT
For the Month of March, 2020

March Highlights:

Number of Sunday’s Open ........................................................... 2
Monthly Total Customers ......................................................... 367
Average Customers per Week .................................................. 183
Monthly Revenue Generated ....................................... $13,226.00
Monthly Profit ................................................................ $4,599.00
Monthly Transfer to Church.................................................. $0.00

Fiscal Year-to-Date Profit
$35,092.00

Fiscal Year-to-Date Transfers to the Church
$30,000.00

**DUE TO THE COVID-19 CRISIS, ST. MICHAEL’S BINGO 
HAS BEEN SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  THIS 
LOSS WILL SURELY IMPACT OUR PARISH’S FINANCIAL 

SITUATION.  WE PRAY THAT WE WILL BE OPEN AS SOON 
AS WE ARE ALLOWED, AND THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

CONTINUED SUPPORT OF BINGO AND OUR PARISH.**
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It is no doubt that our world is facing some very unique and tough times 
during this COVID-19 pandemic.  As humans, we’ve been asked to adjust 
in a number of ways, many of which may be taking us all out of our 
comfort zones.

For some, their businesses may have temporarily been shut down, leaving 
them without work.  For many, finding basic items at the grocery stores 
has been very challenging.  Our senior citizens are relying even more on 
family, neighbors or friends to take care of basic needs.

For us at Orthodox Christians, this pandemic struck right as we began on 
our Lenten journey to Pascha.  In what is the MOST joyous of feasts in the 
Orthodox faith – our Metropolitan and Bishops were forced to make very 
difficult decisions regarding how Lenten services, especially Holy Week 
and Pascha would be served and attended.

Each Diocesan Bishop was granted the power to make his own decisions 
based on the needs of his diocese, while adhering to federal and local laws 
regarding social distancing, etc.  

One recommendation was to live stream services if possible.  “Live 
Streaming?  How does that work?  Who knows how to do this?  I’m 
supposed to watch church on the computer or TV?”

Many parishes around the OCA have been live streaming for a few years 
now.  They are simply providing their parishioners with a way to virtually 
be involved in the service, even if they cannot attend in person.  Some 
churches have a sophisticated system with multiple camera angles and 
sound systems, while others simply use one camera in a static location.

When we realized this needed to be our temporary “new normal”, we 
got to work.  In order to live stream services, the basics needed include a 
reliable internet connection, some kind of camera(s) (iPhone, iPad, Video 
Camera, webcam, etc.), and a platform to broadcast the service (Facebook 
Live, YouTube, etc.).  Our first streamed service was Sunday, March 22 
and we needed to quickly get things into place.

The first issue we faced was no internet signal in the upstairs of the 
church.  No internet, no live stream.  It’s that simple.  Fortunately, one 
of our newer parishioners Nick Rolin contacted me and was willing to 
help get us going.  With Nick’s help, we used some old equipment from 
Woodside and were able to get an internet connection in the church.  We 
ran a few tests and things seem to be working fine.

Next, we needed to find cameras to use.  I had just purchased a new 
GoPro video camera and that was the plan.  However, I wasn’t sold 
on the “one camera facing the altar” angle.  I knew there had to be a 
more sophisticated way to do things.  So with a little research, I found a 
program called Switcher Studio.  The only caveat was Switcher Studio 
only works with Apple iPhones or iPads, and I was on a free two-week 
trial of the program.

Switcher Studio gave me the ability to connect up to nine Apple devices 
and switch between them during the broadcast.  It also has built in graphics 
and features to make the live stream look even more professional.

I borrowed three iPads from Woodside and just like that, the GoPro plan 
was out the window and we were going with a three-camera broadcast!

Our first service, as many of you may recall, didn’t work real well on 

Facebook Live and everyone had trouble staying connected and hearing 
the service.  Nick and I adjusted on the fly and saved what we could from 
the service.

After Liturgy, we determined that the internet equipment we were using 
was so old, it couldn’t manage the stream like we had hoped.  Joachim 
offered up an extra router he had at home and we hoped it would be 
powerful enough to keep us connected online.  We had our plan in place 
for the Vesperal Liturgy on Wednesday morning, March 25th.

By Wednesday, the one big issue we still faced was while the video was 
clear and crisp, the sound was not very good.  Viewers had trouble hearing 
Fr. John, Deacon Dan and Joachim.  This was another challenge we had 
to fix.  We have the sound system in the church, but needed to figure out 
how to connect that system to 
the software I was using.

On March 24, His Grace 
Bishop Paul ultimately 
suspended all public services 
within the Diocese of the 
Midwest as of March 25th at 
noon.  That Vesperal Liturgy 
was our last live service, and 
we were able to record a few 
prayer services and reader 
services to post on our newly 
created YouTube channel. 

A week later, on March 31, 
His Grace announced the 
following: “I will bless the 
celebration of Divine Liturgy 
only on Sundays where the 
church needs to be locked. No more than three people may be there, the 
celebrant, the chanter/singer, and one other person to assist in providing 
a live stream to our parishioners. In the case of the priest who lives next 
door to the church who has a family, the priest and his family should do 
the service and there would be no need for a chanter or for someone to 
do the live stream.”

Fr. John and I had already recorded a Reader’s Service for Sunday, April 
5, so our next LIVE service was Palm Sunday, April 12.  This gave me 
a few weeks to get things figured out with the sound system, and really 
improve the live stream.

After using Google to search for answers, and a call with the company 
who installed our sound system, I had the answers I was looking for.  We 
needed a small sound mixer and a few specialty cables (which I was able 
to find on Amazon) and we’d be all set.

Oh, remember that free trial of Switcher Studio?  It expired, and I had to 
upgrade to a month-to-month subscription for about $30 per month. 

Now, YouTube has very strict guidelines regarding live streaming.  With 
a little more research, I found a solution for us to stream directly to 
YouTube and was able to move away from Facebook Live.

On Palm Sunday, it was a good thing that John Mindala and Ray Kogler 
couldn’t be at church, because I had turned the altar boy room into a 

BEHIND THE SCENES: LIVE STREAMING CHURCH SERVICES
BY PHIL TESAR
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production studio!  There are now cords, cables, microphones 
and other gadgets all over the place!

For Holy Week, each service seemed to improve a little as it 
related to the sound quality and camera locations.  Fr. John 
has been using the lavalier microphone, while Joachim sings 
at the wireless mic at the front of the church.  With those 
services in particular, we had to move cameras based on 
where the focus of the service was.  That was another unique 
challenge.

By Great & Holy Pascha, we had SIX cameras involved in 
the broadcast and we really had the sound levels where they 
needed to be.  We are constantly tweaking little things here 
and there, but it appears the quality (both video and sound) 
has been consistent.

We aren’t just helping our parish stay connected.  Fr. John 
and I have heard from a number of parishioners who have 
moved away, non-parishioners who live out of state – all of 
whom have been watching our streams.  We have heard from 
parishioners who have said things like, “my relatives who 
don’t attend church any longer have been watching…” or 
“this made me feel like I was in my home parish even though 
I live so far away…”

I’ve truly enjoyed this journey to bring the church services to each and every one of you during this unprecedented time.  While it has been a lot of 
work and caused some frustration at times, I wouldn’t have it any other way.

I would also be remiss if I didn’t thank a number of people who have been by my side through all of this:

• Nick Rolin for helping get the church wired properly to make sure the internet connection was strong.
• Dn. Dan Kovalak for adhering to Bishop Paul’s directives and allowing me to be one of the three people in church to produce the live stream.  

Thank you!
• Woodside for letting me use their iPads as our main cameras.
• The Board of Trustees for allowing me to purchase the equipment / software needed to make all of this possible. 
• Pete Kormos, Dan Herzak and Nick Kormos for all letting me borrow their personal iPads to help create even more unique camera angles for 

Pascha!
• Johnny Mindala, Greg Mindala and Becky Tesar for being my “quality control” contacts during services.  I’m constantly texting them to get 

feedback on sound, quality, etc.
• Joachim Wyslutsky for helping troubleshoot our router issues and allowing us to borrow his personal equipment.
• Fr. John for allowing me to be creative with camera angles to get unique video during the services.
• Fr. John & Joachim both for dealing with me as the Producer and Director of each broadcast.  I’m sure there are times I’m not easy to deal with!
• My wife Natalie for understanding and allowing me to be away from our own “home church” so that I can help bring the entire parish together, 

virtually.
• And finally all of YOU for your kind words during this time. I’ve received a number of emails and phone calls of thanks – and if I haven’t reached 

back out to you personally, THANK YOU!  

In closing, we’ve had a few people ask if live streaming is something we will continue beyond COVID-19.

In short, we would love to.  However, our current platform (Switcher Studio, Apple devices, cameras in what are normally high-traffic areas of the 
church) is not a long-term solution.  

I’ve been in contact with three different companies and am in the process of obtaining quotes to see what installing permanent equipment would cost.  I 
will say, while this is an exploratory process, we know something like this can cost anywhere between $10,000 and $50,000 – depending on equipment.  
HD cameras and computer equipment are not cheap.

If this is something our parish sees long-term value in, we can look at possible fundraising opportunities, donations, etc. to make this a reality.  
Financially, churches all over have seen increasing in monthly giving to the church because their services are available online.  For now, we hope to 
continue spreading the word of God to those beyond our walls, and bring more people into Orthodoxy!
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PARISH SAVE THE DATE
Sun. May 10 ............................................. Mother’s Day Carryout Dinner
Mon. May 11 .................................... Bingo Committee Meeting (Virtual)
Thur. May 28 ............................................ ASCENSION OF OUR LORD

Please visit our website for the current version of our online calendar.

With the uncertainty surrounding services, 
, please be sure to check emails and text 

message communication regarding updates 
to our schedule.

When possible, our plan is to stream any 
services we can.

HEADLINES AROUND THE OCA
FROM OCA.ORG

April 29, 2020
Metropolitan Tikhon Opens Spring Session Today

April 23, 2020
In Memoriam: Matushka Nina Bohush-Stroyen

April 18, 2020
Metropolitan Tikhon’s 2020 Paschal Message

April 18, 2020
Homily of His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon at the 

Divine Liturgy of Holy Saturday

April 17, 2020
Live Stream of Services of Holy Friday, Holy 

Saturday and Pascha (Updated); Share Your Pascha 
Photos

(visit www.OCA.org to read the latest news)

by Fr. Stanley Harakas

A concise and comprehensive handbook on the Orthodox Faith, thoroughly indexed 
for easy reference.

In a matter of seconds you will be able to find the answers to 455 questions most often 
asked about the Orthodox Church, its faith and life. The author is a pastor and emeritus 
professor who writes in a language all can understand.

Shop at smile.amazon.com and search for “Archangel Michael 
Orthodox Church” and .5% of your purchase will be donated back 

to our parish!

THE ORTHODOX CHURCH
455 QUESTIONS & ANSWERS $21.00

IN OUR BOOKSTORE

The Orthodox Christian faith considers the family to be a little Church, 
for it is within the family where real Christian formation takes place.

With that in mind, His Grace, Bishop Paul of Chicago, has envisioned a 
faith-based effort to provide resources and support for the “little Church”. 

Orthodox Family Life was created to begin fulfilling that vision.

We will be publishing frequent “Reflections” from Bishop Paul focusing 
on the family. We encourage thoughtful comments and discussion on 

these reflections, to better understand the challenges and concerns within 
families, and offer more resources directed to those challenges. As we 

continue to gain momentum, we will add more resources and content to 
promote spiritually edifying nourishment and growth for families in the 

faith.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT 
www.midwestfamily.org
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Moving or have Contact Info Updates?
Please contact the church office to update 
your address and or phone number by 
emailing info@stmichaelscleveland.org or  
calling 440.526.5192.

Candles / Prayers / Flowers
Contact the church office if you would like 
order candles, flowers or have prayers in 
church in honor or memory of your loved 
ones.  Flowers are $55 for a bouquet, and 

candles range from $3 to $30, depending on 
what you would like.  The church office will 
purchase the flowers for you and they will 
be delivered the Friday before the requested 
service / date.

Vesperal Liturgies
All vesperal liturgies will start at 7:00 pm.

Church Summer Hours
Starting on the Sunday of Memorial Day 

Weekend through the Sunday of Labor Day, 
our parish changes to our Summer Hours, 
with Divine Liturgies starting at 9:30 am 
unless otherwise noted.

St. James Prayer List
Contact the church office to have a name 
added to or removed from the St. James 
Prayer list.  The list is published each month 
in the Archangel, and weekly edits to the list 
are printed in the Weekly Bulletin.

CHURCH INFORMATION

Clean
• Wear disposable gloves to clean and disinfect.
• Clean surfaces using soap and water.
• Practice routine cleaning of frequently touched surfaces. High 

touch surfaces include:
•  Tables, doorknobs, light switches, countertops, handles, 

desks, phones, keyboards, toilets, faucets, sinks, etc.

Disinfect
• Clean the area or item with soap and water or another detergent 

if it is dirty. Then, use a household disinfectant.
• Recommend use of EPA-registered household disinfectant 

Follow the instructions on the label to ensure safe and effective 
use of the product. Many products recommend:

• Keeping surface wet for a period of time (see product label)
• Precautions such as wearing gloves and making sure you 

have good ventilation during use of the product.
• Diluted household bleach solutions may also be used if 

appropriate for the surface.
• Check the label to see if your bleach is intended for 

disinfection, and ensure the product is not past its expiration 
date. Some bleaches, such as those designed for safe use on 
colored clothing or for whitening may not be suitable for 
disinfection.

• Alcohol solutions with at least 70% alcohol may also be used.

SOFT SURFACES
For soft surfaces such as carpeted floor, rugs, and drapes

• Clean the surface using soap and water or with cleaners 
appropriate for use on these surfaces.

• Launder items (if possible) according to the manufacturer’s 
instructions. Use the warmest appropriate water setting and dry 
items completely.

OR
• Disinfect with an EPA-registered household disinfectant.

ELECTRONICS
• For electronics, such as tablets, touch screens, keyboards, and 

remote controls.
• Consider putting a wipeable cover on electronics
• Follow manufacturer’s instruction for cleaning and disinfecting

• If no guidance, use alcohol-based wipes or sprays 
containing at least 70% alcohol. Dry surface thoroughly.

LAUNDRY
For clothing, towels, linens and other items

• Launder items according to the manufacturer’s instructions. 
Use the warmest appropriate water setting and dry items 
completely.

• Wear disposable gloves when handling dirty laundry from a 
person who is sick.

• Dirty laundry from a person who is sick can be washed with 
other people’s items.

• Do not shake dirty laundry.
• Clean and disinfect clothes hampers according to guidance 

above for surfaces.
• Remove gloves, and wash hands right away.

Stay Safe,
Kristen Dotson, RN

HEALTH HINT
MAY 2020 - CORONAVIRUS -Cleaning and Disinfecting Your Home
BY KRISTEN DOTSON, RN
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State License
#13728

770 Ken Mar Industrial Parkway
Broadview Hts .Ohio 44147

Dennis M. Schlekie
Owner / Master Plumber Phone: (440) 526-2905

Fax: (440) 546-7698

Dennis@ApprovedPlumbing.com

www.approvedplumbing.com

Theodore J. “Ted” Kirsh
Funeral Director, Parishioner

7501 Ridge Road • Parma, Ohio 44129 • 440.842.7800
tkirsh@buschcares.com

(216) 642-7373
7305 Broadview Road
Seven Hills, OH 44131

oa@drsglosik.com

Dr. George N. Glosik
Dr. Robert J. Glosik
Dr. Cheri J. Andler

LLC

www.apexteamohio.com

Mention this ad and we will donate $250 from your sale or purchase to
St. Michael's Russian Orthodox Church.

Buy, Sell, or Invest with the Best!
216.309.0567
brock@apexteamohio.com
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Visit us on YouTube to find all LIVE services, as well as an archive from all previous live or recorded services.

www.YouTube.com/ArchangelMichaelOrthodoxChurch


