
A STATEMENT TO THOSE SUFFERING THE CURRENT PANDEMIC OF EVIL
BY FR. JOHN MEMORICH

(Note: With all the gubernatorial press conferences regarding 
COVID-19, I thought it might be fun to write and deliver a 
similar-type statement to the Church regarding the “Pandemic of 
Evil” we suffer with in this life)

Good morning and thank you all for being here.

Before I begin, I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of the 
hierarchs and clergy who are actively striving to preach to, minister 
to, and love all those who are suffering the effects of this constant 
pandemic of evil that has befallen us. I’d especially like to thank 
those countless, nameless, monks and nuns who – from their own 
little corners of the world – offer continuous prayer on our behalf 
and for our salvation. I’d also like to thank each and every one of 
you for your own efforts in following the guidelines set forward by 
Christ and His Church which are aimed at stemming this evil trend 
and keeping us safe spiritually and morally. 

The Scriptures often refer to the fact that, 
“When Jesus saw the great multitude, He 
was moved with compassion for them…” 
(Matthew 14:14)

Our Lord is no stranger to the problems and 
tribulations we experience throughout life. 
Jesus understands full well the effects that a 
pandemic of evil has upon this world and its’ 
inhabitants; how we feel and function amidst 
hatred, discord, conflict, adversity, falsehood, sinister behavior, 
nefarious intent, deviant actions, lying, betrayal, two-faced 
persons, and the general hypocrisy that exists between proclaiming 
vs. practicing ones Faith. Jesus understands them because He 
experienced them all firsthand. 

Thus, our Lord empathizes with those suffering depression and 
anxiety brought on by the afflictions of violence, disease, intolerance, 
racism, immorality, prejudice, and religious persecution. He not 
only comprehends and acknowledges our plight, but actually feels 
the ongoing pain and emotional anguish of those who have been 
victimized by rape, molestation, or who have endured physical, 
verbal, and mental abuse; all of which can cause one to live in the 
self-imposed realm of darkness, shame, fear, and guilt. 

Our Lord recognizes that such grievous offences can even cause a 
person to dread life, search for a way out, contemplate suicide, or 
cope with their problems by deadening their pain through addictions 
to alcohol, drugs, sex, gambling, shopping, over-eating, hoarding, 
and even the incessant, mind-reducing addiction to the computer, 
video games, or I-Phones. 

Jesus chose to enter this world – this “fiery-furnace fueled by sinful 
behavior” – so He could deliver us from its bondage and lead us out; 
bring us into the Light; provide us with a New Beginning; restoring 
us to a better place in which to live spiritually, emotionally, and 
physically; free from any previously felt guilt and shame. 

Our Lord came to reestablish us to the spiritual union and condition 
that existed prior to man’s Fall from grace; prior to his expulsion 
from Paradise and separation from God. 

The fact that Christ comprehends Man’s pain 
and suffering – having undergone it Himself 
– makes His love for us all that much more 
meaningful and effective; genuine and truly 
compassionate. Thus, Jesus’ own life and 
His endurance of the Passion, provides the 
courage needed for us to face and stand 
resolute against all the trials and tribulations 
we encounter. 

Therefore, to those who are victims of various 
addictions, those who are victims of rape, those who are victims of 
molestation, those who are victims of physical, verbal, or mental 
abuses….Christ is fully aware what you are dealing with. He knows 
your anguish. He feels both, your inner and outer pain. He knows 
the misplaced guilt and shame you feel – and live with constantly. 
Jesus feels all that you feel and knows all you are going through – 
and He sympathizes with your plight. 

Christ’s greatest assets are His love and compassion which offers 
hope; love and compassion which He feels for each and every one 
of you – even in your darkest, secret, nethermost regions. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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I hope all is well. For many of our parish youth, school is back in session. Some of us are 
returning in person, some are back online, and some are a combination of both. I know 
these can be uncertain and stressful times. It is always reassuring to know our parish is in 
safe hands both spiritually and temporally, and we pray for our students and the staff who 
support them.

Your Board of Trustees (BOT) was very busy this past month. Let me share some of the 
highlights. 

1. A committee was formed to evaluate what it would 
take to live stream services on a permanent basis. John 
Mindala, Phil Tesar, and Greg Turk have done a fantastic 
job with developing a plan. The BOT voted for them to 
obtain final quotes. Be in the lookout for a letter asking 
our parish to fundraise to make this possible. I hope that 
we know the value it brings to our parish here and beyond 
our borders. Well done gentlemen, well done indeed. 

2. The scholarship committee has awarded a total of $9,750 for our students 
to further their education post high school. Our thanks to Larissa Hanchuk, 
Steve Kovalak, John Mindala, and Natalie Boyd for their efforts this year.  

3. Our EPA project is still moving in the right direction and the last work required in 
the parking lot is in its final stages. Well done, Greg Mindala and Steve Visocky. 
We are truly blessed to have their expertise to make this happen. 

Again, great job to Father John Memorich, Deacon Dan Kovalak, Choir Director Joachim 
Wyslutsky, and the choir providing liturgy every week during these times. To see them 
online or in person on Sundays is a true blessing, and they do an incredible job providing it 
in such a safe manner. 

There are so many things to be positive about our parish. We will overcome the obstacles 
before us, and we are doing it even now. Please know we miss everyone and cannot wait 
until we can all be together again.

In Christ,
Ryun Louie
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

RECEIVE IMPORTANT PARISH UPDATES VIA TEXT
In an ongoing effort to keep our parish community informed and up-to-date with very important 

information, you can now receive TEXT MESSAGE updates from the church.  These updates are 
not sent frequently, but rather when there is information that needs to be distributed quickly.

TEXT AMOC TO 94090
You’ll recieve a confirmation text message.  Standard Message and data rates apply.  The church 
cannot add your number, you need to “opt-in” to start receiving the messages.  Please contact the 

church office with any questions, and Phil will be able to help you out.
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Our Lord cannot alter or strip us of our history – that which has been wrongly and sinfully inflicted upon us – but He does offer us healing 
and eternal hope. Jesus Christ provides an unconditional embrace of caring and unyielding love and support from His outstretched arms 
upon the Cross. 

He bestows us with the God-like grace and ability to forgive those who have betrayed us, wronged us, hurt us, and damaged us, along with 
the hope of rebuilding our lives and leading us back into His divine “Image and Likeness;” allowing us to grow and blossom in a whole 
new self with a new life amidst the pain and suffering of our past. 
For Christ – our Eternal God and Ancient of Days –proclaims in the Book of Revelation as He sits triumphantly upon His Throne: “Behold! 
I make all things new!” (Revelation 21:5)

“There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, 
and fearful events and great signs from heaven.” (Luke 21:11)

In scripture, “pestilences” are contagious diseases, and more likely, epidemics that afflict a vast region of people – much like the pandemic 
we are experiencing now. Although we hate to admit it, man is at fault for all that is wrong 
with the world and this is the law of life we must live by outside of Paradise. 

Since man infected the world by sin the world has infected man with all sorts of viruses, 
microbes, and malignant bacteria. Thus, Leprosy, Plague, Cholera, Smallpox, Typhus, 
Malaria, Polio, Tuberculosis, Influenza, and HIV have ebbed and flowed upon humanity like 
the rise and fall of oceans – carrying away many and leaving behind fear, anxiety, pain, and 
loss; not to mention the knowledge that such epidemics are destined to return again and again 
over time.

Therefore, life outside of Paradise is not “life,” but a struggle for survival. Real life is found 
in Christ Who came to restore us to the “Life” that existed before the Fall. Not that man can 
ever escape disease and death in this world, “For dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return” (Gen. 3:19), but that in tasting that ultimate 
life-destroying disease (death), followers of Christ will be resurrected to a new and eternal Life in God’s Kingdom “where there is neither 
sickness, sighing, or sorrow, but life everlasting!” 

“Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”   (Psalm 119:105)

Lamps were the principle source of indoor illumination in biblical times. The earliest lamps were stone bowls filled with melted animal fat, 
in which floated a wick of twisted plant fibers. These were replaced by easier-made pottery bowls and the fuel source came to be changed 
from fat to olive oil which, gave off less smoke, smelled better, and even burned slightly brighter.

Over the course of centuries, the form of these clay lamps changed from an open bowl to a more efficient, semi-closed shape; with a spout 
to hold the wick. 

Lanterns were used for outdoor illumination and travel, but were little more than a large three-sided clay or metal covered container used 
to house one of these clay lamps; the outer sides and cover shielding the inner lamp from the wind and rain. Undoubtedly this is the type 
of lamp the Philosopher Diogenes carried throughout Athens during the daylight hours as he famously told people that he was “searching 
of an honest man.”

Lamps were lit and maintained around the clock in homes, not only because they were dark, but 
the flame also aided in lighting fires for cooking and/or additional lamps for night. They typically 
resided atop a lampstand or shelf for better light. In the home such lampstands or shelves were made 
of wood, but the lampstands in the Temple of Jerusalem were made of gold and shaped like flowers 
– perhaps symbolizing the beauty of the light.

Lamps had and continue to have great symbolic value. They represent God’s eternal Light and Love; 
wisdom and learning; and even God’s glory: “And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine 
upon it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb.” (Rev. 21:23)
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PARISH NEWS

AROUND THE PARISH

FESTAL DIVINE LITURGY
We will have two (2) Festal Divine Liturgies 
in September.

Tuesday, September 8 - 9:30 am
Nativity of the Most-Holy Theotokos

Monday, September 14 - 9:30 am
Exaltation of the Precious Cross

INCREASED ATTENDANCE
Please be advised that we have been granted 
permission by His Eminence Archbishop Paul 
to increase our service attendance number to 
50.  However, all rules and regulations are still 
in place.

UPDATE TO SIGN UP POLICY
As of 4pm each Saturday evening, if there are 
any available spots for Liturgy the following 
morning, you MAY sign up to attend, even 
if you have already attended a liturgy in the 
weeks prior.  YOU STILL NEED TO SIGN 
UP so we have an accurate count, but you 
MUST wait until at least 4pm the night before 
the service.

GREAT VESPERS
While we still need to adhere to the lmit of 
50 parishioners, at this time, we will not be 
having a Sign Up.  This can change if we 
find more than 50 people are trying to attend 
services.  In addition, Great Vespers WILL 
NOT be streamed live.  We will continue to 
stream all Divine Liturgy services.

PAYPAL NOW AVAILABLE
The church is now currently set up to take 
payments via PayPal.  We have already recieved 
a few donations from non-parishioners who 
have been watching our live-streams.  Please 
note, any donations made through PayPal 
to the church are charged a small fee.  You 
will be credited the donated amount on your 
giving statement, but the church receives your 
donation, less the roughly 3% credit card fee.

PARISH TRANSITIONS
AS MANY HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST!

Viviana Mae Mindala, baptized on August 8, parents Greg & Sarah Mindala

BLESSED IS THE WAY IN WHICH THOU SHALL WALK TODAY, O SOUL!
Catherine Stefaniv (non-member), departed Aug. 8, buried Aug. 10

Robert Spiwak, departed Aug. 11, buried Aug. 15
Joseph Sentelik Sr. (non-member), departed Aug. 15, buried Aug. 20

Marie Reith (Rusinko) (non-member), departed Aug. 21, buried Aug. 27

PARISH YOUTUBE CHANNEL
Continuing our effort to keep our parishioners 
connected digitally, our Parish now has a YouTube 
Channel.  Currently, we have all of the services that were live-streamed, as 
well as some pre-recorded services as well.  In addition, we have an archive 
of videos from the past few years that are in the process of being uploaded 
as well.  These include Q & A videos with Fr. John, the 90th Anniversary 
Documentary narrated by Pauline Mehalik and others.

We recommend checking out this channel and “subscribing”.  As we grow this 
channel, we’ll be creating more content to upload more regularly.  There is a 
link on our website StMichaelsCleveland.org that will take you to our new 
page. You can always vist the site direclty by visiting:
www.YouTube.com/ArchangelMichaelOrthodoxChurch.com

WEDDING BANS
On Sunday, September 6, 2020, Richard Kowalchick will be wed to Rachel 
Mohseni at 3:00 pm.

On Saturday, October 3, 2020, Nicholas Rolin will be wed to Alyssa Whitton 
at 3:00 pm.

RYUN LOUIE TRIO - JAZZ CONCERT
For those of you who don’t know, our parish 
president Ryun Louie is a percussionist by 
profession - and is the lead member of the Ryun 
Louie Trio.  This Jazz group performs numerous 
times throughout the year - and on Saturday, 
August 22, they played a concert “ Jazz Under 
the Stars” - LIVE from the Louie’s back yard!!  
The event was hosted by ORMACO, Inc. (Ohio 
Regional Music, Arts, and Cultural Outreach) 
and streamed LIVE on their Facebook page.  
Ormaco is a non-profit focusing on music, arts 
and cultural outreach for Northeast Ohio. The 
organization has several components with the 
mission of educating and enriching people’s lives.  To view the event, visit the 
Ormaco Facebook page - https://www.facebook.com/Ormaco.Inc
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LITURGY START TIME
Please be advised that we WILL CONTINUE starting Liturgy at 
9:30 am after Labor Day.  Due to the pandemic, and the limited 
number for in-church attendance, we will continue this start time 
until further notice.  Thank you!

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
The Scholarship Committee of Archangel Michael Orthodox 
Church is pleased to announce the scholarships winners of 2020.  
This year we awarded seven scholarships. 

Emily Gaborick will be a freshman at Bowling Green State 
University with an undecided major.  Larissa Gaborick will be 
a junior at Kent State University majoring in music and biology.  
Elizabeth Pfeiffer will be a senior at Baldwin Wallace University 
majoring in early childhood education.  Christina Turk will be 
a freshman at Kent State University majoring in interior design.  
Daniel Kovalak will be a senior at Butler University majoring in 
Actuarial Science.  Katya Kovalak will be a sophomore at Akron 
University majoring in financial planning.  Gabriel Ropchock 
will be a freshman at Kent State University majoring in career and 
community studies.

Congratulations to all the winners and their families!  We as a 
parish family are very proud of our young scholars. 

TUITION ASSISTANCE RECIPIENTS
Congratulations to the following parisioners who received Tuition 
Assistance checks this year:

Larissa Gaborick, Alexandria Hudeck, Daniel Kovalak, Katya 
Kovalak, Hannah Mehalik, Jacob Mehalik, Kristina Polcen, Brian 
Supina & Rachel Supina.

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE
The Sunday School teachers met virtually recently to discuss the 
2020/21 School Year.  Below is the proposed update from that 
meeting:

• Combining classes for the year due to size and limits of 
COVID

• Classes would be:
• Pre K
• Kindergarten & 1st
• 2nd (No 2nd graders this year)
• 3rd & 4th
• 5th & 6th
• 7th, 8th, 9th

• The goal will be to provide lesson plans weekly most likely 
over email

• We may provide physical materials on occassion as well 
if we are able to

• Virtual Classes will happen either every other week or every 
three weeks, depending on feedback from parents.  All grade 
levels may not have the same schedule.

• Sunday School will start on September 20.

Coorespondence will be sent to the parents from each teacher 
soon.

ST. HERMAN’S - IMMEDIATE NEEDS
In a recent conversation with St. Herman’s House in Cleveland, 
they indicated that in addition to normal non-perishable food 
donations, they really need disposable face masks, Lysol wipes 
and blue plastic grocery bags.  If anyone wanted to donate those 
items the next time they are in church, we will deliver these items 
to St. Herman’s.  This isn’t a formal “food-drive,” - but something 
in addition as they indicated to us these specific needs!

AXIOS! AXIOS! AXIOS!
Congratulations to a son of our parish - the Archpriest Daniel 
Kovalak - who on Sunday, August 16th had the Synodal award of 
the Mitre bestowed upon him by His Eminence Archbishop Mark of 
Philadelphia and Eastern Pennsylvania.  Fr. Dan is the brother of Bob 
Kovalak and grew up in our parish.  For nearly 40 years, Father Dan 
served at Holy Cross Orthodox Church in Williamsport, PA, his first 
parish to serve as a priest, and a structure he built with his own hands.  
He retired from Holy Cross in May 2018, and now resides in the 
Harrisburg area.

Q: What is a “stylite?” 

A: The word stylite comes from the Greek word stylos, which means pillar. Therefore, a stylite is literally a pillar 
dweller: a type of Christian ascetic who would live atop a pillar, preaching, fasting, and praying, while enduring 
exposer to all weather conditions. Stylites were common in the early days of the Byzantine Empire, and were 
undoubtedly inspired by the Old Testament Prophet Habakkuk, who stationed himself upon a tower to await God’s 
Word (Hab. 2:1). Although there were many, St. Simeon the Stylite was by far the most famous. He climbed a pillar 
in Syria in 423 AD and remained there until his death 37 years later. St. Simeon is commemorated on September 
1st.
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APPROACHING THE CHALICE 
DURING COVID-19

As with everything during the COVID-19 pandemic, the way 
we approach the chalice has changed.  Even since Fr. John 
issued his letter about re-opening the parish back in May, 

things have changed slightly.

APPROACHING THE CHALICE
As you come down the center aisle, please maintain social 

distancing from non-family members.   Next, we have paper 
towels on the Tetrapod.  There is no communion cloth - rather, 

you are asked to hold the paper towel under your chin and 
stretch it out towards the chalice to ensure nothing falls off the 

spoon and onto the floor.  You can then use the paper towel 
to wipe your mouth, and place it in the receptacle.  All paper 

towels will then be burned after the liturgy.

RECEIVING THE BODY & BLOOD
We now have over 100 spoons for communion, therefore, ALL 
parishioners will receive the eucharist from their own spoon.

We hope this helps clarify the new process!

The Eucharist is both, the sum and summary of our faith. 
Our way of thinking must be attuned to the Eucharist, and 

the Eucharist in turn confirms our way of thought.

Follow @AncientFaithforKids
on Instagram!

@AncientFaithforKids is our new Instagram account, 
dedicated 100% to books, gifts, educational toys, and 
programs from Ancient Faith Ministries for children and 
the people who love them.

We'll post about picture books, board books, chapter 
books, authors, illustrators, small-size prayer bracelets, 
wooden toys, storytelling podcasts, baby pictures, 
children's art, parent reviews, discounts, special offers, 
quotes we love, and other treasures that come our way. 

For more information about VeloSano and Phil’s personal fundraising page, visit www.philtesar.com/bike

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2020

On Sunday, September 20, 2020 - Phil Tesar will be riding his bicyle on a 50-mile ride to raise money as 
a part of the 2020 “Virtual VeloSano” bike ride!  VeloSano remains a year-round fundraising initiative to 
support lifesaving cancer research at Cleveland Clinic.  100% of the donations made for each rider help 
fund this cause.

WHY I RIDE: I ride for my Grandma (Pauline Harley), Aunt Marie and Uncle Jerry (Michaels) and Uncle 
George (Tesar) who all battled cancer before their passing.  I’m also riding for many family and friends who 
are currently battling or have battled this terrible disease.  If you donate to my ride, I will gladly add your 
loved ones name(s) to my list and carry it with me on the 20th.

We are always looking for content for The Archangel - and would love to include things our parishioners are doing beyond the 
church walls!  Submit your articles to Phil Tesar at phil@philtesar.com to be included in an upcoming issue!
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MAJOR FUNDRASING PROJECT FOR A 
PERMANENT VIDEO SYSTEM IN OUR 

CHURCH

“Their voice goes out into all the earth, Their words to the ends of the 
universe.”  (Psalm 19:4)

The COVID-19 Pandemic has not only affected our world and its economy, but also our religious institutions. And as bishops prudently 
closed or limited the number of parishioners who could attend, many parishes struck upon the happy medium of “live-streaming” their 
services over social media. 

In our parish, and with great thanks to Phil Tesar, Nick Rolin, and others who helped us in this process, we are successfully streaming our 
services using an array of cameras situated throughout the temple.

The feedback for these efforts has been phenomenal, with a majority asking that we continue this broadcasting “ministry” even after the 
pandemic subsides.  In addition, we’ve had a new parishioner join our parish after watching us online for a few services!

At present, we are using a makeshift set up with multiple iPhones and iPads mounted on stands in precarious fashion with cords running 
every which way; not a viable solution for when church attendance goes back to normal!

Per the voice of the parish, and after much research and multiple bids, the Board of Trustees is in favor of installing a permanent, 
professional-grade, state-of-the-art, high-definition camera and sound system that would allow us to continue streaming our services on a 
continual basis. This would not only allow for those who are sick or unable to attend an ability to watch, but allows those in nursing homes, 
hospitals, those traveling, and out of state parishioners to worship with us, albeit “virtually.”

Therefore, the Board of Trustees has passed a motion and agreed to move forward with this project at a cost of $35,000. Included in this 
motion was the stipulation that 95% of said cost must be raised through donations or fundraisers prior to its installation. Thus, we call upon 
each of you, as parishioners, to help support this valuable ministerial tool which will not only help us to stream services, talks, educational 
series, etc., but to help spread the Light and Word of God to those who need it most.

We ask that you please pray and contemplate the value of this ministry and help support it by your generous contributions. Whether 35 
families were to give $1,000 or 350 individuals commit to $100, we could implement this project almost immediately. Please help us fulfill 
our goal and help spread the word of God to those who are unable to attend St. Michael’s in person.

With love in Christ,

Very Rev. Fr. John Memorich Ryun Louie

ARCHANGEL MICHAEL 
ORTHODOX CHURCH
VIDEO SYSTEM PROJECT

I/We want to help spread the word of God and have Archangel Michael Orthodox Church promote the Orthodox faith to our parishioners 
and around the world.

Enclosed is my/our donation for the “Video System Project” to be installed at Archangel Michael Orthodox Church.
Please make all checks payable to “Archangel Michael Orthodox Church”

Name: Giving #: Donation Enclosed:

Address: Are You a Parishioner?
YES
NO
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SEPTEMBER 
 BIRTHDAYS 

 
1 ............................ Fran Foster 
1 ............................... Bob Reilly 
2 ................... Maryann Deyling 
2 ................... Dr. Jason Glagola 
3 ...................... Rachael Supina 
3 .......................... Denise Louie 
4 ............................ Sandy Klein 
4 ....................... Len Dimitrijevs 
4 ....................... Kathleen Kirsh 
5 ................... Suzanne Schlekie 
5 .................... Phillip Wienclaw 
5 ....................... Michael Longa 
5 ..........................Lindsey Kirsh 
6 ...................... Emmelia Roach 
7 ....................... Joshua Hudeck 
9 .................... Larissa Gaborick 
9 ................... Rowan McKinney 
10 .................. Amanda Balyeat 
10 ..................... Jessica Gaydos 
11 ................ Ramunas Ulinskas 
12 .................... Michael Herzak 
12 ....................... Erma Kalinich 
12 .............................. Pat Sima 
12 ...................... Karen Visocky 
12 ..................... Emily Gaborick 
15 ................. Thomas Hanchuk 
15 ................ Margaret Kostura 
15 ................... Fritz Radwanski 
18 ...................... David Thomas 
18 ........................ Claire Svihlik 
19 ......................... David Hayes 
20 ................... Roman Mindala 
23 ...................... Sarah Visocky 
23 .................. William Schlekie 
23 .......................... Joy Pfeiffer 
23 ............... Briella Malinowski 
24 ...................... Christina Turk 
25 ........................... John Antel 
27 .................... Michael Herzak 
29 ...................... Shirley Yerega 
29 ....................... Jean Mehalik 
29 .................... Juliann Gaydos 
30 ................... Michael Petrisin 
30 .................. Sandra Hornfeck 
30 ...................... Anna Ulinskas

SEPTEMBER 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
September 2 

John & Darlene Hudeck 
 

September 4 
Brock & Amanda Malinowski 

Tim & Liz Sylvain 
Eric & Sofia Smyczek 

 
September 7 

Eric & Julie Weis 
 

September 8 
Dan & Elizabeth Miklos 

 
September 11 

Drew & Debbie Ramsay 
 

September 13 
George & Ann Strongosky 

 
September 16 

Matt & Ann Roach 
 

September 17 
Rick & Monica Polcen 

 
September 18 

Matt & Kendra Kormos 
 

September 23 
Bob & Mary Jane Lucak 

 
September 27 

Ramunas & Anna Ulinskas 
 

September 28 
Michael & Patricia Bittner 

 
September 29 

Mark & Andrea Dwenger 
Greg & Robin Lucak 
David & Joy Pfeiffer 

 
**If you or a loved one are not listed 
on the Birthday or Anniversary lists, 

please contact Phil in the Church 
Office at 440.526.5192 or 

info@stmichaelscleveland.org 
 

ST. JAMES PRAYER LIST 
SEPTEMBER 

 
WITH CHILD 
Jeffery Schlekie & Melissa Thompson 
 

PARISHIONERS 
Terri Baranich 
Joan Benny 
Alex Boyd 
Elena Boyd 
Sandy Bohurjak 
Andrew Buswell 
Marianne Buswell 
Walter Dimitrijevs 
John Gaborick 
Robert Glosik 
Luke Hanchuk 
Thomas Herberth 
Daniel Hornik 
Anne Kallay 
Kay Klarr 

Michael Kochan 
Margaret Kormos 
Marianne Kormos 
James Kormos 
Annette Lapso 
Donald Lazar 
Nicholas Libertin 
Robert Lucak 
Mickey Macko 
Sandy Mehalik 
Alexandria Mikulicz 
Carol Milla 
Erin Musarra 
Martha Musil 
Mark Nestor 

Kathy Nestor 
Kristina Polcen 
Rick Polcen 
Drew Ramsay 
Candace Ropchock 
Helen Ropchock 
Christia Schutt 
Pat Sima 
George Strongosky 
Elizabeth Sutyak 
Joseph Sutyak 
Monica Visocky 
Margaret Voloschuk 
Judith Wienlcaw 

 

SPECIAL INTENTIONS & PRAYERS 
Metropolitan Theodosius ....... (Retired OCA Metropolitan) 
Mat. Anna Andrew ................................. (Fr. John’s cousin) 
Judy Armstrong ...................... (Joanna Farragher’s friend) 
Jamie Arrango ................ (Friend of many FOCA members) 
Ella Baciak .......................................(Donna Tesar’s friend) 
Bruce Baughman ............................. (Vivian Plaza’s father) 
William Cook .................................... (John Cook’s brother) 
Debbie Geletka .................................. (Former Parishioner) 
Ted Geletka ................................... (Former Choir Director) 
Geraldine Irvin .................................(Donna Tesar’s friend) 
Joseph Kocab .......................... (Cousin of the Tesar family) 
Sam Kuchta .................................. (Monica Polcen’s Uncle) 
Mat. Myra Kovalak .. (Bob & Kathy Kovalak’s sister-in-law) 
Fr. Dan Kovalak ............................ (Bob Kovalak’s brother) 
Grace Lasky .....................................(Donna Tesar’s friend) 
Annamarie Luvison ................ (Child, Niece of Nadine Ellis) 
Archpriest Myron Manzuk ...................... (Fr. John’s cousin) 
John Memorich ........................................... (Fr. John’s dad) 
Jill Olecki ........................................... (Sue Schlekie’s niece) 
Fred Radwanski ......................... (Fritz Radwanski’s father) 
Craig Richardson ................ (Friend of Candace Ropchock) 
Joseph Sentelik, Sr. ........................... (Joe Sentelik’s father) 
Joey Shaluha ................... (Ed & Karen Visocky’s grandson) 
Debbie Smith ........................................ (Sue Rigby’s sister) 
Gary Yacobian .................................... (Sipko family friend) 
Michael Yacobian ............................... (Sipko family friend) 
 
SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES 
Jon Farragher ............... (George & JoAnn Farragher’s son) 
Jacob Stankiewicz ....................... (Donna Tesar’s neighbor) 
 
NEWLY DEPARTED 
Catherine Stefaniv .................................. (Non-Parishioner) 
James Osborn ........................... (Charity Hanchuk’s father) 
Robert Spiwak ............................................... (Parishioner) 
Joseph Sentlik Sr. .............................. (Joe Sentelik’s father) 
Marie Reith ............................................. (Non-Parishioner) 
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2020 FINANCIAL UPDATE
(as of Wednesday, August 28, 2020)

Total Pledge Units for 2020 ......................................................210
Total Amount Pledged .................................................$273,461.00
Total Amount Received ...............................................$181,524.00
2020 Pledge Balance .....................................................$94,821.00

Givers with No Pledge ................................................................24
2020 Non-Pledge Gifts .................................................$10,893.00

(Givers with no pledge are those members who did not turn in a 
Pledge Card for the 2020 year, but have given some donation in 
2020 that was counted as a pledge.)

GENERAL FUND INCOME UPDATE
Bingo Transfer to General Fund ...................................$10,000.00
Candle Desk ....................................................................$2,781.25
Candles ............................................................................$3,900.00
Children’s Offering ..............................................................$34.00
Christmas Offering ...............................................................$60.00
Church Special Events .............................................................. $ --
Easter Flowers .....................................................................$ 50.00
Easter Offering ...............................................................$ 2,386.00
Flowers ...............................................................................$250.00
Offering - Loose Cash ........................................................$358.00
Offerings ............................................................................$316.00
Other Income ................................................................$14,060.97
Pledge Contribution ....................................................$191,487.00
Poinsettia Flowers ..................................................................... $ --
Special Collection – Donations .....................................$14,995.00
Special Gifts ...................................................................$ 2,600.00
Special Occasion Offering .................................................$740.00
Sunday School ...................................................................$100.00
TOTALS .....................................................................$244,118.72

Average Weekly Collection ...........................................$6,974.82
Average Weekly Expense ..............................................$7,574.94

Direct Payment from Your Bank
If you wish to have your financial institution send your donation 
directly to the church, you can contact your bank and set up 
“Archangel Michael Orthodox Church” as a Direct Payment 
recipient.  Often times, this can easily be done through online 
banking.  You can then set the frequency and amount of your 
donation, and the bank sends a check directly to the church on 
your behalf.

Church Envelopes
Please contact the Church Office if you want to: (a) receive 
envelopes weekly or monthly; (b) stop envelopes; (c) correct 
information on the envelope (including the title, e.g., from Mrs. 
to Mr. & Mrs.).

STEWARDSHIP BINGO UPDATE

BINGO REPORT
For the Month of July, 2020

July Highlights:

Number of Sunday’s Open ........................................................... 0
Monthly Total Customers ............................................................. 0
Average Customers per Week ...................................................... 0
Monthly Revenue Generated ................................................ $0.00
Monthly Profit ....................................................................... $0.00
Monthly Transfer to Church.................................................. $0.00

Fiscal Year-to-Date Profit
$35,092.00

Fiscal Year-to-Date Transfers to the Church
$30,000.00

**DUE TO THE COVID-19 CRISIS, ST. MICHAEL’S BINGO 
HAS BEEN SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  THIS 
LOSS WILL SURELY IMPACT OUR PARISH’S FINANCIAL 

SITUATION.  WE PRAY THAT WE WILL BE OPEN AS SOON 
AS WE ARE ALLOWED, AND THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

CONTINUED SUPPORT OF BINGO AND OUR PARISH.**

SPECIAL FUNDS INCOME UPDATE
(as of August 28, 2020)

Charity ..............................................................................1,765.00
Endowment ......................................................................9,875.00
Improvement ....................................................................4,484.00
Library ...................................................................................10.00
Renovation ..........................................................................269.00
Sunday School ....................................................................100.00
Tuition Assistance .............................................................$125.00
TOTALS ......................................................................$16,628.00
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PARISH SAVE THE DATE
Sun. Sept. 6 .........................................Kowalchick-Mohseni Wedding
Tue. Sept. 8 ..... Festal Divine Liturgy - Nativity of the Theotokos
Mon. Sept. 14 .......Festal Divine Liturgy - Exaltation of the Cross
Wed. Sept. 16 .....................................................Board of Trustees
Fri. Sept. 18 ...................................................................Book Club
Sun. Sept. 20 .....................................Virtual Sunday School starts
Thur. Sept. 24 ................11th Annual Prislopsky Lecture (Virtual)

Please visit our website for the current version of our online calendar.

ALL DIVINE LITURGIES WILL BE STREAMED LIVE ON 
YOUTUBE UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED IN THE WEEKLY 

BULLETIN

HEADLINES AROUND THE OCA
FROM OCA.ORG

August 26, 2020
Metropolitan Council to meet August 27

August 25, 2020
Second Annual Pastoral Life Conference 

Scheduled for September 15

August 23, 2020
Missions invited to apply for 2021 Planting 

Grants

August 18, 2020
Seventh Annual Parish Development Forum 

attracts 140 participants

(visit www.OCA.org to read the latest news)

Good morning, God.
The day is new.
I say my first small prayer to You.
Lord, have mercy!

Lord, have mercy! When you’re a toddler, every day is full of beautiful ups and difficult 
downs. And yet from sunrise to sunset, each day, each moment even, can be met with 
a powerful prayer that young children can remember: Lord, have mercy.

Shop at smile.amazon.com and search for “Archangel Michael 
Orthodox Church” and .5% of your purchase will be donated back 

to our parish!

I PRAY TODAY by Angela Isaacs, illustrated by Amandine Wanert

IN OUR BOOKSTORE...

Visit our Parish Website - www.StMichaelsCleveland.org to 
make a donation to our parish!

Our parish is on YouTube!  Visit our official channel for Live 
Streams and other videos!

www.YouTube.com/ArchangelMichaelOrthodoxChurch
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METROPOLITAN TIKHON NAMES NEW PERSONAL SECRETARY
SYOSSET, NY [OCA]

His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon, having accepted the resignation of Archdeacon Joseph Matusiak, has named Deacon John Thetford as 
his Personal Secretary. Deacon John began this position effective August 16, 2020.

His Beatitude offers his sincerest thanks to Archdeacon Joseph Matusiak for his many years of service 
at the Central Administration of the Orthodox Church in America. Archdeacon Joseph served faithfully 
as His Beatitude’s Personal Secretary and Archdeacon since 2012, as the Interim Media Manager of the 
Orthodox Church in America since 2019, and in a number of other previous positions in the Central 
Administration of the Orthodox Church in America. Archdeacon Joseph, together with his wife, Matushka 
Nina, and sons Alexander and Daniel, will be temporarily relocating to Poland to spend time with family 
following the death of Matushka Nina’s father from COVID-19.  In order to make this move, he offered 
his resignation to His Beatitude, which His Beatitude accepted, effective the date of August 15, 2020.

Deacon John Thetford was raised in the Orthodox faith at St. Elias Parish, Ellwood City, PA (Romanian 
Episcopate). He earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Religious Studies from the University of Pittsburgh in 
2010 and a Master’s Degree in Education from Duquesne University in 2011. He worked as an elementary 
teacher and social worker before beginning at St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary in 2017, 
from where he graduated in May 2020. Deacon John has been working at the Central Administration since 
June 2019, at first as an intern, and since June 2020 as an administrative assistant. He was ordained to 
the Holy Diaconate on August 9, 2020 by His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon. Deacon John is married to 
Matushka Katherine (Ketchum) Thetford.

May God grant many years to Archdeacon Joseph for his many years of service to the Metropolitan’s office, and to Deacon John in 
anticipation of his service!

Baby / Wedding Showers
Holiday Party
Fundraisers

Family Reunions
Awards Banquets

Craft Shows
Trade Shows
Sports Events

The Perfect Place For Your 

Next Event

www.WoodsideEventCenter.com

Planning your next event?  Look no further than
Woodside Event Center.

Call 440.526.9696 today!  Prime Dates Book Quickly!

CHOIR CORNER

“O Lord, save Thy people, and bless thine inheritance. 
Grant victory to all Orthodox Christians over their 
adversaries, and by virtue of Thy Cross, preserve Thy 
habitation.”
- Troparion (Tone 1), The Universal Exaltation of the 
Precious and Life-Giving Cross (Sept 14)

This troparion is one of the most powerful in our liturgical 
tradition and is used more frequently than on the Exaltation 
of the Cross on September 14. It also makes appearances 
in daily liturgies held on Wednesdays and Fridays as well 
as the third Sunday of Great Lent. Through this hymn we 
beseech our Lord through the virtue and power of the Holy 
Cross to give us the strength and will to carry ourselves 
over any obstacle. On the occasions that we commemorate 
the Cross of our Savior keep this hymn in mind and share 
in it with your family as you sit down for a meal or prepare 
for bed. Now more than ever, we need the strength of the 
Cross to get us through each day of our lives. Through 
these small actions we can receive the guidance that we 
seek. Glory to Jesus Christ!
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Contact Natalie Boyd at 440-463-6604 (call or text) 
or nboyd615@gmail.com if you are interested.

Join the committee that will be planning 
celebrations and special events to 

commemorate our centennial anniversary. 

Our parish will be celebrating its  Our parish will be celebrating its  

100th anniversary in 2022. 100th anniversary in 2022. 



THE ARCHANGEL14

Moving or have Contact Info Updates?
Please contact the church office to update 
your address and or phone number by 
emailing info@stmichaelscleveland.org or  
calling 440.526.5192.

Candles / Prayers / Flowers
Contact the church office if you would like 
order candles, flowers or have prayers in 
church in honor or memory of your loved 
ones.  Flowers are $65 for a bouquet, and 

candles range from $3 to $30, depending on 
what you would like.  The church office will 
purchase the flowers for you and they will 
be delivered the Friday before the requested 
service / date.

Vesperal Liturgies
All vesperal liturgies will start at 7:00 pm.

Church Summer Hours
Starting on the Sunday of Memorial Day 

Weekend through the Sunday of Labor Day, 
our parish changes to our Summer Hours, 
with Divine Liturgies starting at 9:30 am 
unless otherwise noted.

St. James Prayer List
Contact the church office to have a name 
added to or removed from the St. James 
Prayer list.  The list is published each month 
in the Archangel, and weekly edits to the list 
are printed in the Weekly Bulletin.

CHURCH INFORMATION
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State License
#13728

770 Ken Mar Industrial Parkway
Broadview Hts .Ohio 44147

Dennis M. Schlekie
Owner / Master Plumber Phone: (440) 526-2905

Fax: (440) 546-7698

Dennis@ApprovedPlumbing.com

www.approvedplumbing.com

Theodore J. “Ted” Kirsh
Funeral Director, Parishioner

7501 Ridge Road • Parma, Ohio 44129 • 440.842.7800
tkirsh@buschcares.com

(216) 642-7373
7305 Broadview Road
Seven Hills, OH 44131

oa@drsglosik.com

Dr. George N. Glosik
Dr. Robert J. Glosik
Dr. Cheri J. Andler

LLC

www.apexteamohio.com

Mention this ad and we will donate $250 from your sale or purchase to
St. Michael's Russian Orthodox Church.

Buy, Sell, or Invest with the Best!
216.309.0567
brock@apexteamohio.com



THE ARCHANGEL16

 

 SEPTEMBER 2020

Visit us on YouTube to find all LIVE services, as well as an archive from all previous live or recorded services.

www.YouTube.com/ArchangelMichaelOrthodoxChurch


