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TESTED IN THE FURNACE OF AFFLICTION BY FR. JOHN MEMORICH
This month marks the one-year anniversary of the COVID
pandemic which has so dominated, affected, and impacted our
world – perhaps even changing it forever. Throughout the course
of this year, each of us as a nation, a people, a Church, a family,
and as individual Christians were truly put to the test by God.
Yet did we remain faithful? Did we succumb to the temptation to
blame God for this misfortune? Were we steadfast in our faith, or
did we eagerly use it as an excuse to drift away?

“Count it all joy, my brethren, when you meet various trials, for
you know the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And
let the steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect
and complete, lacking in nothing.” (James 1:2-4)
Although tests in school are usually dreaded, they are still the
only way to really find out and judge how much knowledge a
student has digested, learned, retained, as well as adapted to
wisdom. Tests are the standards we use to decide whether
someone has excelled or failed in their efforts.

love, and to serve. God tests us to make us stronger, better, and
more perfect by encouraging us to rely
on Him, while Satan’s are designed to
make us to fail, flunk, and dropout of
Christ’s Holy Church.
God’s testing is meant to be merciful,
for it refines us by burning off all
our
impurities,
thus
producing
steadfastness of faith and good
character. Just as a metallurgist burns
off the impurities and refines precious
gold and silver, so does God purify us: “I
will put [them] into the fire, and refine
them as one refines silver, and test
them as gold is tested.” (Zechariah 13:9)
Satan, however, tests with an ulterior motive hoping we will
become frustrated, turn away from God, and renounce Him as our
Lord and Savior; never allowing us to pass onto “higher levels of
learning” since Satan’s ultimate desire is that we disobey God’s
commandments, rebel against His Power (as Satan himself
did) and dwell in the darkest regions at the “lowest common
denominator” of mankind.

The word test comes from the ancient Latin word testa, meaning
a piece of burned clay. Before a potter placed his precious
earthenware into the kiln, he had to make sure the oven was hot
enough to sufficiently fire the pots. He would throw in a piece of
clay to see how it reacted to the heat. If the clay’s texture took the
desired appearance, the potter knew that the oven was ready.
If it didn’t, he knew that he either had to let the coals die down
or build a hotter flame. In effect, he “tested” the kiln to judge its
readiness.

Therefore, in this arena, it is far better to accept the challenge,
fight the good fight, pass the test, and become the “Teacher’s
pet” rather than allow yourself to be misguided, flunkout, and
become the devil’s dunce!

We, too, are often-times tested throughout our life, by God as
well as by Satan: tested to determine our readiness to trust, to

“See, I have refined you, though not as silver; I have tested you
in the furnace of affliction.” (Isaiah 48:10)

GUIDELINES FOR RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION AT EVENING PRESANCTIFIED LITURGIES

There are three ways in which to prepare to receive Holy Communion at an evening Presanctified liturgy during the Great Lenten
season, depending upon your personal abilities.
• Ideally one is expected to keep a complete and total fast (no food or drink) for the entire day and then partake of a light Lenten
meal following the service.
• If one is unable to keep such a rigorous fast, you may eat a small, fast-worthy breakfast (such as tea and toast) but have no further
food or drink until after that evening’s liturgy.
• If one is unable to keep either of the previous two formats, it is permissible to eat a very light Lenten meal at noon and then begin
the fast (no food or drink) with rigor.
This third option, however, should not be considered the norm, but rather the exception, and is generally practiced only by the weak,
infirm, or very aged.
If you have further questions or concerns, you may contact me personally or bring them up during Confession -- Fr. John

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Archangel Michael
Orthodox Church

March has arrived, windy like a lion. I would like to thank
everyone who attended our Annual Parish Meeting virtually
and in person. It is a wonderful thing when we can get
together as a parish and allow all voices to be heard, even if we
ultimately tabled some of our new business to another time
given the length of the meeting once we got through the bulk
of the agenda and the time necessary to do justice to our new
business.
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info@stmichaelscleveland.org
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The GoToMeeting format was a challenge for sure, but we are
grateful for your patience and all who helped make it a true success. Incidentally, we
had over 80 people in attendance, more than our usual at this meeting during recent
years. I do recall hearing that years ago we used to attract over 100 in attendance. I
hope moving forward we can get back to those numbers.

Woodside Event Center
at St. Michael’s

We are now working on scheduling a special parish meeting for bingo. Parishioners
will be given a 3-week notice regarding when the meeting will be held. We will open
up Woodside as we did for the Annual Meeting and make a virtual meeting platform
available too, as we would like to allow everyone to attend in the format they are most
comfortable.

Metropolitan Tikhon
Primate, Orthodox Church in America

To recap, His Eminence Archbishop Paul has challenged our parish to close bingo.
Your Board of Trustees fully understands how bingo has been part of our parish for
decades. I look forward to working together as Christians to identify the best solution
to move our great parish and community forward. Please reach out to me if you have
any comments and concerns. Many of you have already given suggestions or even just
vented your concerns on both sides. It is my job as your president to make sure all of
you get the opportunity to hear and weigh in on the topic.

Offce: 440.526.9696
info@woodsideeventcenter.com
www.WoodsideEventCenter.com

Archbishop Paul
Archbishop of Chicago &
Diocese of the Midwest
V. Rev. Fr. John Memorich
Rector
Cell: 216.548.8757
FrJohn@stmichaelscleveland.org
Deacon Daniel Kovalak
Ryun Louie
Parish Council President
Joachim Wyslutsky
Choir Director
joewysl@gmail.com
Stephan Kovalak & Pat Hanchuk
Co-Superintendents, Church School
Greg Mindala
Hall Board President

Our parish is doing many great things such as nearing our centennial anniversary
next year, in 2022. We formed a committee to plan our activities for this great event.
Please contact Natalie Boyd or Melissa Tesar with suggestions or comments. I cannot
wait to celebrate as a parish.
Thank you again for your understanding and patience as we move into a different
phase of our parish. Again, your Board of Trustees is rolling up our sleeves to do our
share of making our parish a better community of Christians every day. With trust and
faith, we will overcome any obstacles in our way.
May Christ walk with you and touch your heart during this year’s Lenten journey.
In Christ,
Ryun Louie

Tim Kormos
Bingo Committee Chairman
Phil Tesar
Archangel Editor
info@stmichaelscleveland.org
Joan Benny, Helen Gaborick, &
Patricia Patrick, labeling

RECEIVE IMPORTANT PARISH UPDATES VIA TEXT

In an ongoing effort to keep our parish community informed and up-to-date with
very important information, you can now receive TEXT MESSAGE updates from the
church. These updates are not sent frequently, but rather when there is information
that needs to be distributed quickly.

TEXT AMOC TO (833) 455-0695

/StMichaelsCLE
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You’ll recieve a confirmation text message. Standard Message and data rates apply.
The church cannot add your number, you need to “opt-in” to start receiving the
messages. Please contact the church office with any questions, and Phil will be able
to help you out.

CONTINUING ORTHODOX RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (CORE)
Each month, CORE (Continuing Orthodox Religious Education) will have articles to inform and enlighten you about your Orthodox
Faith. We hope you enjoy the articles and if there are questions you would like to see information on, please submit them to the
church office or email them to Phil Tesar at info@stmichaelscleveland.org.

The Holy Synod

The Holy Synod of Bishops is the supreme authority in the church. It includes, as voting members, all diocesan bishops of the
church. The Metropolitan is the Chairman of the Synod. In case of his absence, a Chairman is elected by the diocesan bishops
present.
The Holy Synod of Bishops is made up from 12 diocese of the Orthodox Church in America. They are as follows:

The Most Blessed Tikhon (The Primate) (1)
Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan
of all America, Canada and Mexico

The Most Reverened Nathaniel (2)
Archbishiop of Detroit and the Romanian Episcopate
The Most Reverend Benjamin (3)
Archbishop of San Francisco and the West
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The Most Reverend Mark (4)
Archbishop of Philadelphia and Eastern Pennsylvania
The Most Reverend Alejo (5)
Archbishop of Mexico City and Mexico
The Most Revered Melchisedek (6)
Archbishop of Pittsburgh and Western Pennyslvania
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The Most Reverend Irénée (7)
Archbishop of Ottawa and the Archdiocese of Canada
The Most Reverend Michael (8)
Archishop of New York and New Jersey
The Most Reverend Alexander (9)
Archbishop of Dallas, the South & the Bulgarian Diocese
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The Most Reverend Paul (10)
Archbishop of Chicago and the Midwest
The Right Reverend Alexis (11)
Locum Tenens of Sitka and Alaska
The Most Blessed Tikhon (1)
Locum Tenens of New England and the Albanian Archdiocese

PARISHIONERS LIVING IN NURSING HOMES

Please see the list below of our parishioners living in nursing home facilities. It’s always special to be remembered around the
holidays, so please consider sending a warm holiday greeting as we celebrate our Lord’s Nativity!
Kay Klarr.............................. Vista Springs Greenbrian........................ 8668 Day Drive #202....................................Parma, OH 44129..........................440.340.4022
Michael Kochan................ Parkside Villa.............................................. 7040 Hepburn Road.....................................Middleburg Hts., OH 44130........ 440.260.7626
Marge Kormos.................... Danbury Senior Living.............................. 9500 Broadview Road #102........................Broadview Hts., OH 44147..........440.262.2617
Donald Lazar....................... Laurel Lake Retirment.............................. 200 Laurel Lake Dr. Apt G-204..................Hudson, OH 44236........................330.528.6266
Mickey Macko.................... Independence Village............................... 505 S. Chillicothe Rd. Apt. 274..................Aurora, OH 44202......................... 330.348.0746
Alexandra Mikulicz.......... Independence Village Senior Living.... 505 S. Chillicothe Rd., Apt. 265.................Aurora, OH 44202.......................... 330.995.3712
Betty Sutyak........................ Parkside Village Sr. Community........... 730 N. Spring Road #221.............................Westerville, OH 43082
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PARISH NEWS
AROUND THE PARISH
VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR
While we continue to battle the COVID19
pandemic, it was suggested that we start
hosting a Virtual Coffee Hour each Sunday
following Liturgy. Ryun Louie will be hosting
the meetings, which will start at 10:45
am each Sunday. We understand Liturgy
may go a little longer, but for consistency,
each “Coffee Hour” will start then. Log in
information each week will be emailed
with the bulletin on Friday afternoon.
PAYPAL NOW AVAILABLE
The church is now currently set up to take
payments via PayPal. We have already
recieved a few donations from nonparishioners who have been watching our
live-streams. Please note, any donations
made through PayPal to the church are
charged a small fee. You will be credited the
donated amount on your giving statement,
but the church receives your donation, less
the roughly 3% credit card fee.
ATTENDANCE AT SERVICES
Our service attendance number remains at
50 people until further notice. However, we
have expanded our Service Sign Up Policy
to reflect the following:
Each parishioner may sign up for TWO
Sunday Liturgies per month in advance
as well as TWO Presanctified Liturgies
per month. After you have signed up/
attended, you must adhere to the 4:00 pm
rule thereafter.
SIGN UP POLICY - 4PM RULE
The 4pm rule applies to anyone wishing to
sign up for additional services, after you’ve
exhausted your Advance Sign Up allotment.
For ANY service that requires a sign up, as
of 4pm the day before the service, anyone
may sign up.
YOU STILL NEED TO SIGN UP so we have an
accurate count, but you MUST wait until at
least 4pm the day before the service.
GREAT VESPERS
While we still need to adhere to the current
limit of parishioners, at this time, we will
not be having a Sign Up. This can change
if we find more people are trying to attend
services. In addition, Great Vespers WILL
NOT be streamed live. We will continue to
stream all Divine Liturgy services.
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RECAP OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

On Sunday, February 21, our parish convened virtually for the Annual Parish
Meeting. Here is a brief recap of the meeting:

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Steven Visocky (Vice-President), Sandy Turk (Financial Secretary), Natalie
Boyd (Assistant Rec. Secretary), Cheryl Andrews (Assistant Treasurer) were
all elected to their positions for another term. Marge Dzmura (Trustee-AtLarge #3), Denise Louie (Auditor), Michael Herzak II (Auditor), Stephan
Kovalak (Auditor) and Judi Wienclaw (Auditor) were all elected to their
respective roles.
Fr. John will attend the Diocesan Assembly in 2021. Michael Herzak was
elected as the Lay representative from our parish, with Ryun Louie as the
alternate.
Board of Trustees move to award all TAP applicatns $1,200 and that the
scholarship requirements be waived for the current year. MOTION CARRIED.
Robin Lucak moves that the Board of Trustees consider an annual doation to
Zoe for Life. MOTION CARRIED.
John Mindala moves to establish a $3,000 annual donation from the
Archangel Michael Scholarship Fund to St. Tikhon’s Seminary, for tuition
and financial assistance to seminarians in need. The Dean of St. Tikhon’s
will administer and distribute the money. MOTION CARRIED.
CMCT moves to authorize the Board of Trustees to obtain quotes for an
electronic sign with the maximum cost not to exceed $45,000 and to proceed
with the installation using the money sourced from the Danko/Hopkosky
estates and the Improvement Fund. MOTION CARRIED.
Melissa Tesar moves to table the Bingo discussion until a Special Meeting
can be coordinated. After discussion, Robin Lucak moves to table any further
Bingo disucssion until a Special Parish Meeting can be arranged. MOTION
CARRIED.

UPCOMING VIRTUAL PARISH EVENTS

Here is a quick list of upcoming Virutal Events for our parish:
March 7............................................................................................... Coffee Hour at 10:45am
March 9.............................................................................................Adult Education at 7 pm
March 14............................................................................................. Coffee Hour at 10:45 am
March 17......................................................................................... Board of Trustees at 7 pm
March 21............................................................................................. Coffee Hour at 10:45 am
March 23...........................................................................................Adult Education at 7 pm
March 28............................................................................................ Coffee Hour at 10:45 am
Information on how to log in to each of these will be provided to our email
distribution list. If you are not yet receiving email from the parish, please contact
the office to be added to the list. All meetings will be held via GoToMeeting. This
list is subject to change.

BECOMING ORTHODOX

Fr. John would like to begin an online catechumen class for those who would
like to join the Orthodox Christian Faith. This class would be open to all newcomers and/or spouses of parishioners. We would meet virtually twice each
month with the intent of performing the service of Chrismation on Great and
Holy Saturday, in time for this year’s Paschal Feast. If you are interested or would
like further information, please call the church office at (440) 526-5192 or e-mail
frjohn@stmichaelscleveland.org

PARISH TRANSITIONS
Kylee Anna Schlekie, daugher of Jeff Schlekie & Melissa Thompson, born Feb. 5

PARISH NEWS
STEVE MEHALIK REACHES 200 CAREER BASKETBALL HEAD COACHING WINS
Congratulations to our Steve Mehalik on winning
his 200th game as varsity basketball coach for
Brecksville-Broadview Hts. High School. The game
was on 1/8/2021 against Stow. Steve has served as
varsity coach for the last 14 years. Before that he was
assistant varsity and junior varsity coach.

games at the Lakewood YMCA after college. Playing
in the R Club tournaments in Ohio and against other
R Clubs in several states was a fun time for Steve and
our St. Michael’s guys, especially when they won two
FROC national championships.
Steve’s full time job is with Winning Edge Fundraisers.
He is supported by his wonderful family: wife Laura
and stepsons Cameron, Carson, and Connor.

Basketball has always been an important part of
Steve’s life, starting in the third grade with the
Brecksville Recreation programs. He played basketball
for Brecksville-Broadview Hts., was on his college
team at John Carroll University, and played in league

LENTEN SERVICES SCHEDULE

As we are about to enter the Lenten season,
please note the schedule of services:
Forgiveness Vespers
Sunday, March 14th at 7pm

ARCHBISHOP PAUL GIVES BLESSING FOR LOOSENED
ATTENDANCE AND CHIOR RESTRICTIONS
In a recent conversation with His Eminence Archbishop Paul, Fr. John
and our parish received his blessing to make the following changes to the
COVID-19 restrictions:

•
•

Great Canon - First Week of Lent ONLY
Monday, March 15 - Thursday, March 18 - 7pm
Akathist - Starting March 19
Each Friday at 7pm
Presanctified Liturgys - Starting March 24
Each Wednesday at 7pm
Great Vespers
Each Saturday at 5pm

Congratulations, Steve! May you have many more
winning seasons.

Increase attendance to 80 at services
Allow TWO additional choir members, brinign the total to SIX singers
and allow the choir to return to the Choir Loft for services

However, the Board of Trustees felt more comfortable to increase our
attendance limit to just 65 until further notice. The additional choir
members and the move back to the choir loft have been agreed to by the
Board.
CHANGES TO SIGN UP POLICY
With the increased attendance, and more available services due to Great
Lent, a slight change to the sign up policy is as follows:

Divine Liturgy
Each Sunday at 9:30am

Pease check the weekly Bulletin for a complete
streaming schedule.

•
•

Each month, parishioners may now sign up for TWO Sunday Liturgies
and TWO Presanctified Liturgies in advance.
There will be no sign ups for the Akathist or Great Vespers, but we will
need to maintain the 65 persons in attendance.

PARISH TEXTING UPDATE

Please note that there has been a change to our Parish Texting program. Due to an industry-wide change, we will no longer be
using the short code 94040 to sign up for or send text message updates to our parish. The new number is toll-free (833) 455-0695.
That will be the number you now receive our text messages from, so it may help to save that number as a contact to ensure they
aren’t marked as spam by your cell phone.

ANNUAL LENTEN FOOD DRIVE

Despite our limited attendance at services, we will continue collection non-perishable food items to be donated to St. Herman’s.
As always, please continue to be generous to this wonderful cause - as St. Herman’s has been hit by the pandemic just as much as
everyone else. We have been informed that one main need currently is Bottled Water.

PURE FLIX STREAMING ALTERNATIVE

A parishioner recently shared with us a streaming service called Pure Flix. Launching in 2015, Pure Flix has become the
worldwide leader in streaming faith-centered and family-friendly entertainment. Their mission is to select God-honoring media
that strengthens your faith and values, is wholesome, and suitable for the entire family and streamed seamlessly on any device.
Just like Netflix or Hulu, this is a subscription-based streaming platform. You can learn more at PureFlix.com.
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MUSINGS ON OUR RECENT ANNUAL PARISH MEETING:
BY FR. JOHN MEMORICH

Being that this was an unprecedented, extraordinary situation
in the life of our parish, the fact that we were able to “adapt,
improvise, overcome” and hold our Annual Parish Meeting
amidst the restrictions of COVID was truly a feat in and of
itself!
I commend our parish President, Ryun Louie, and his wife,
Denise for all the practicing they did prior to that meeting in
order to make certain that motions could go out and be counted
in a timely fashion. I also thank our Secretary, Naomi Reilly,
who had to somehow record all that transpired and document
that frenzied chaos into her minutes.
It is true there were at times minor glitches, but we later found
out these were due to in part to the Board of Trustees’ endeavor
to save money by using a particular software that came free
with our phone systems, instead of purchasing a “more stable,”
high-grade meeting version used by professional companies
and businesses. We will keep that in mind when planning
further meetings, etc. Yet all in all, we had more people
participate in this year’s meeting than was usual. Motions
were made, discussion ensued, voices were heard, and we were
able to move through the majority of business that needed
attending to – even if it was at an excruciatingly sloooow pace.
On the other hand…
The humorist, Dave Berry once wrote, “If you had to identify, in
one word, the reason why the human race has not achieved,
and never will achieve, its full potential, that word would be
‘meetings’.”
There is a lot of truth to that statement because, even though
there is an obvious agenda to a meeting, there are always those
who attend said meetings with their own “agendas.” Sadly, this
is especially true with regards to a Church’s Annual Parish
Meeting.

they participate with that same purpose of intent. Many do,
but there are always some who come simply for a chance to
vent over grievances, make snide remarks, rant over parish
spending, complain about salaries, or those who even just seek
an opportunity to listen themselves talk; to stand for a moment
in the spotlight and make a comment no matter how inane.
And as the sage, Mitered-Archpriest Daniel Kovalak once told
me, “Do you ever notice how it’s always those who give the
least who have the most say regarding parish spending?”
It seems little has
changed over the
years, for even in
the First Century St.
Peter wrote in his
second epistle, “But
there were also false
prophets among the
people, even as there
will be false teachers
among you, who
will secretly bring
destruction.” (2 Peter
2:1)
As with any random
gathering of Christians, some are salted with faith, the fear of
God, and function with varying degrees of commitment, trust,
and hope, while others are peppered simply by fear itself: fear
of change, fear of uncertainty, fear of the unknown. They are
so gripped by a fear of the future that they become sedentary,
stagnant, and abruptly choose the perceived safest route: “to do
nothing.”

“In all reality, an
Annual Parish Meeting
is supposed to be
nothing other than
an “extension” of the
Church’s liturgy...”

One of John F. Kennedy’s favorite quotations, which he
attributed to Dante, was that “The hottest places in Hell are
reserved for those who in time of moral crisis preserve their
neutrality.” Of course, Dante never actually said that, but the
sense of the statement is clearly to be found in these lines from
the third canto of the Inferno: non ragioniam di lor, ma guarda
e passa, or in translation, “let us not talk of them, but look and
pass,” which emerged as a colloquialism in modern Italian,
used in avoiding discussion of persons or subjects deemed
unworthy of attention or too monstrous to deal with.
Our beloved diocesan hierarch, Archbishop Paul, sent us a very
insightful letter asking us, since we have now done without
BINGO for almost a full year, if perhaps this is the time to, in
maturity and commitment to our faith, do away with this
aspect of supporting our church form of profits of gambling.
I felt his letter to be straight forward, timely, and especially
pastoral by putting the onus of such a decision upon us instead
of making an outright mandate – which he certainly could
have!

In all reality, an Annual Parish Meeting is supposed to be
nothing other than an “extension” of the Church’s liturgy
(i.e. the gathering together of Christ’s Church, in His Name –
whether in real or virtually format – to perform the “common
work” or action of God’s people to worship, give thanks,
spread the Gospel, and enact His Holy Will on earth: “Thy will
be done!”). However, not everyone understands this, nor do
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To me, the Archbishop’s approach was much like a parent who
decides to test the maturity of their child, NOT by demanding
that they be “home by 11:00 pm!” but by saying, “What do you
think is a reasonable hour for you to be home by?” Trusting
that the child will step up and make the mature decision based
upon the teachings and principles upheld by the family.

Obviously, the Archbishop Paul, as well as hierarchy from
our past (Archbishop Job, Bishop Matthias, tec.), have
discussed this issue with me personally on numerous
occasions and noted their displeasure over BINGO. After
all, we are the only parish in the entire diocese that uses
such a format to help support us instead of the true, active
stewardship of our people. The Archbishop certainly could
have sent letter demanding that we just closedown BINGO
altogether, but I think he decided to use this more-gentle
approach so that we, as a parish, could come out of this
situation with our heads held high, have made the decision
to end BINGO “on our own initiative,” instead of having
His Eminence issue an ultimatum which would have us
whimpering with our tails between our legs in shame and
embarrassment.
Brothers and sisters, the Board of Trustees is in full
agreement with Archbishop Paul’s letter, and a vast majority
of our parish also understand that BINGO is the wrong to
support a church. And though we congratulate ourselves on
using some of the proceeds of BINGO to support good projects
or charities, we really cannot take the credit or accolades for
such charitable giving because that really wasn’t “our gift” to
those entities, but simply a relocation of what we brought in
via a gambling enterprise.
Please in no way think that I am judging the parish for
what it did, for they entered- into holding BINGO with the
sincere intent of helping to pay off the church’s mortgage –
to which Bishop Boris apparently “gave a blessing.” Yet once
this mortgage was paid off, we never ceased these events
because, as addicting as BINGO is those who play, it also
became an easy “fix” for parishioners to NOT have to worry
about giving unto God from their own wallets.
When I first arrived here almost 25 years ago, this sentiment
was proudly touted by many parishioners as being some
type of well thought out scheme: “Father, you’re really lucky
to be the priest of St. Michael’s because we did it right. We
built Woodside and we have BINGO so we don’t have to ever
worry about supporting our church…others do it for us!”
I just remember being so extremely dumbfounded,
wondering what I’d gotten myself into, and knew that
it would be a long, uphill battle to teach people that
stewardship and charitable giving out of thanksgiving to
God are to be the practiced by the hearts of every individual.
I certainly give credit and we all truly appreciate the hard
work and labors of those who work, have worked…and even
to those who have already gone to their eternal rest in the
Lord. I acknowledge their dedication and in no way wish
to slander, diminish, or taint the time and energy they have
given…especially to those who oversaw or ran BINGO.

REGARDING CONFESSIONS DURING THIS
UPCOMING LENTEN SEASON
Besides not being able to attend the vast majority of last year’s
Lenten and Paschal cycle, parishioners also help captive from
receiving and being nourished by the Sacraments of Confession
and Communion during these times. And although we began
to do a sort of general confession/absolution prior to each
liturgy, that was being done out of necessity, and will now be
discontinued.
During this year’s Great Fast, I will
make available private confession
with parishioners using a series of
formats. You can choose to schedule
a confession over the phone or via
facetime on phone or computer, with
the absolution taking place in church
prior to the next Eucharistic service.
I will also be holding private
confessions in church before and
after vespers, presanctified liturgies,
and at other prescribed times set
up solely for that purpose. During these instances, I will ask
parishioners to stay out in the vestibule so that those making
their confession in church will not be heard by others. This
would also allow priest and penitent to converse in normal
voice instead of strained whispers – all the while maintaining
a social distancing of six feet. Those who wish to have a more
lengthy confession discussion, should chose one of the virtual
options.
It is my hope to accommodate all of you in some way, shape,
and form so as to make you spiritually whole and healthy
through the forgiveness and washing away of your sins.

ORTHODOX VIRTUAL CHOIR
On YouTube, a young man by the name of Alexander Woodill
has produced a number of “Virtual Orthodox Choir” videos,
featuring Orthodox singers from across the United States and
numerous jurisdictions.
YouTube Search: Alexander Woodill
By The Waters Of Babylon Video - https://bit.ly/3uu4dPT
In the video description, there is a link to sign up to participate
in future singing projects.

But that was then, and this is now; and the time for
parishioners to own up to and support their church is and
must be at the forefront of the discussions of our next Special
Meeting called for this purpose.
In Christ, Fr. John
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Robert Glosik
Luke Hanchuk
Patricia Hanchuk
Thomas Herberth
Daniel Hornik
Anne Kallay
Kay Klarr
Michael Kochan
Margaret Kormos
James Kormos

Erin Musarra
Martha Musil
Mark Nestor
Kathy Nestor
Kristina Polcen
Rick Polcen
Drew Ramsay
Candace Ropchock
Helen Ropchock
Christia Schutt

SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES
Jon Farragher ............................................ (George & JoAnn Farragher’s son)
Nicholas Polcen ......................................... (Parishioner)
Jacob Stankiewicz ..................................... (Donna Tesar’s neighbor)
Mitred Archpriest Daniel Ressetar; Fr. Daniel Hubiak; Fr. Alexander Cutler

NEWLY DEPARTED

John Sima
Pat Sima
George Strongosky
Elizabeth Sutyak
Monica Visocky
Margaret Voloschuk
Judith Wienlcaw
Cynthia Yurch
Jerome Yurch

Joseph Kocab ............................. (Cousin of the Tesar family)
Marianne Kormos .................................. (Former Parishioner)
Ann Kormos ............................. (Friend of many parishioners)
Mat. Myra Kovalak ....... (Bob & Kathy Kovalak’s sister-in-law)
Sam Kuchta ....................................... (Monica Polcen’s Uncle)
Annamarie Luvison .................... (Child, Niece of Nadine Ellis)
John Memorich ............................................... (Fr. John’s dad)
Jill Olecki ............................................... (Sue Schlekie’s niece)
Mat.Theodora Ressetar ... (Fmr. Parishioner/Family Member)
Craig Richardson ...................... (Friend of Candace Ropchock)
Geri Rose ........................................... (Friend of Irene Pollock)
Timothy Rose ....................................... (Jackie Sipko’s cousin)
Karen Harley Reynolds.. (Donna Tesar & Judi Wienclaw’s sister)
Joey Shaluha ........................ (Ed & Karen Visocky’s grandson)
Debbie Smith ............................................ (Sue Rigby’s sister)
Gary Yacobian ......................................... (Sipko family friend)
Michael Yacobian.................................... (Sipko family friend)

Andrew Kovalak
Annette Lapso
Donald Lazar
Nicholas Libertin
Michael Lucak
Robert Lucak
Mickey Macko
Sandy Mehalik
Alexandria Mikulicz
Carol Milla

Metropolitan Herman ................. (Retired OCA Metroplitan)
Archpriest Daniel Kovalak ............... (Bob Kovalak’s brother)
Archpriest Myron Manzuk ....................... (Fr. John’s cousin)
V. Rev. Fr. Andrew Nelko ....(St. John the Baptist, Campbell)
Mat. Anna Andrew ................................... (Fr. John’s cousin)
Jamie Arrango................... (Friend of many FOCA members)
Ella Baciak .......................................... (Donna Tesar’s friend)
Bruce Baughman ................................ (Vivian Plaza’s father)
Caleb Barnett ...................................... (Becky Tesar’s friend)
Denise Bittner ...................... (Mike & Pat Bittner’s daughter)
William Cook ...................................... (John Cook’s brother)
Debbie Geletka .....................................(Former Parishioner)
Ted Geletka ..................................... (Former Choir Director)
Guy Green.......................... (Len Dimitrijev’s brother-in-law)
Maria Horbath ................................. (Terri Baranich’s friend)
Elaine Howe ............................(Friend of many parishioners)
Geraldine Irvin ................................... (Donna Tesar’s friend)

SPECIAL INTENTIONS & PRAYERS

PARISHIONERS
Terri Baranich
Joan Benny
Sandy Bohurjak
Andrew Buswell
Marianne Buswell
Brett Deyling
Walter Dimitrijevs
George Farragher
John Gaborick

WITH CHILD
Kristina (Dimitrijevs) & Stephen McNees; Steve & Lynsay Gaydos; Tom & Mary (Kovalak) Hoffman; Terry & Kathy (Schlekie)
Speth, Jon & Haley (Mehalik) Hrestak; Michael & Katie (Farragher) Roush; Brandon & Sarah (Green) Boggess

No Anniversaries in March

1 .......................... Nikolai Kovalak
1 ......................... Helen Ropchock
3 ............................Annette Lapso
3 .............................. Erin Musarra
4 ....................... Andrew Hanchuk
4 ............................. Daniel Hornik
5 ............................ Laura Wtulich
6 .............................. Irene Pollock
6 .......................... Joseph Sekerak
6 ................................. Ryun Louie
8 ........................ Sandra Bohurjak
8 .......................... Emily Niezgoda
9 ............................ Helen Thomas
9 .............................. Irene Kuchta
10 ....................... Michael Kochan
10 ...................... Stephen Kormos
10 ......................... Patricia Patrick
12 ............................... Silas Foster
12 ............................. Kathy Speth
13 ....................... Stephen Gaydos
14 .............................. Olga Sabula
15 ..........................Marie Wallace
16 ........................... Peter Kormos
19 .......................... Malakai Tesar
20 ...................... Matthew Supina
21 ................. Richard Chamberlin
23 .................... Alexander Weizer
24 ........................ Ralph Robinson
24 ........................... John Mindala
28 .......................... George Glosik
29 .......................... Luke Hanchuk
29 ....................... Jacqueline Sabo
29 .......................... Judi Wienclaw
29 .................. George Strongosky
29 ....................... Thomas Visocky
30 .................................. Lisa Lyon
30 ......................... Kristina Polcen
30 ............................ Mary Herzak
30 .............................. Holly Hayes
31 ................... George Chernesky
31 .......................... Kathryn Kallay

**If you or a loved one are not
listed on the Birthday or
Anniversary lists, please
contact Phil in the Church
Office at 440.526.5192 or
info@stmichaelscleveland.org

ST. JAMES PRAYER LIST
MARCH

MARCH
ANNIVERSARIES

MARCH
BIRTHDAYS
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9:30 am – Divine Liturgy
Parastas – Vic Hanchuk
(Live Stream)
Virtual Coffee Hour

MEATFARE SUNDAY

9:30 am – Divine Liturgy
Parastas – Nicholas Sipko
(Live Stream)
Virtual Coffee Hour

28

9:30 am – Divine Liturgy
(Live Stream)
Virtual Coffee Hour

21

7pm – Forgiveness Vespers
(Live Stream)

9:30 am – Divine Liturgy
(Live Stream)
Virtual Coffee Hour

CHEESEFAR SUNDAY

14

7

SUNDAY

MONDAY

22

7:00 pm – Great Canon
(Live Stream TBD)

15

8

1

TUESDAY

7:00 pm – Adult Education
(Virtual)

23

7:00 pm – Great Canon
(Live Stream TBD)

16

7:00 pm – Adult Education
(Virtual)

9

2

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

25

7:00 pm – Great Canon
(Live Stream TBD)

18

11

4

26

19

12

5

7:00 pm – Akathist
(Live Stream TBD)

8:00 pm – Book Club

7:00 pm – Akathist
(Live Stream TBD)

FRIDAY

MARCH

7:00 pm – Presanctified
Liturgy
(Live Stream TBD)

24

7:00 pm – Great Canon
(Live Stream TBD)

17

9:30 am – Molebien /
Samaritan’s (Live Stream)

10

3

27

20

13

6

5pm – Great Vespers
(Live Stream TBD)

5pm – Great Vespers
(Live Stream TBD)

5pm – Great Vespers
(Live Stream TBD)

5pm – Great Vespers
(Live Stream TBD)

SATURDAY
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LETTER FROM HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP PAUL REGARDING BINGO

Orthodox Church in America

DIOCESE OF THE MIDWEST
26 January 2021
26 January 2021
Ven. Xenophon,
his
wife
Maryhis&wife
theirMary
sons Arcadius
& John
Ven. Xenophon,
& their sons
Arcadius & John
№. 10
№. 10
Archpriest John
Memorich
Parish Council
Archpriest
John&Memorich
& Parish Council
Archangel Michael
Church
Archangel Michael Church
Address of Church
5025 East Mill Road
Broadview Heights, Ohio 44147
Dear Father and Council Members,
Dear Father and Council Members,
I am writing first of all to express my gratitude to God for your faithfulness and how
you have “hung
there”first
during
I think
this year
things
will get and how
I am in
writing
of allthis
to COVID
express-19
mycrisis.
gratitude
to God
for your
faithfulness
better as more
receive
vaccine
andthis
the COVID
right percent
of immunity
youpeople
have “hung
inthe
there”
during
-19 crisis.
I think thisisyear things will get
attained. I hope
endpeople
of summer
(if the
notvaccine
sooner),and
we the
willright
be able
to make
mask- is
betterbyasthe
more
receive
percent
of immunity
wearing optional,
andIgo
back
the
traditional
method
receiving
attained.
hope
byto
the
end
of summer
(if notofsooner),
we communion.
will be able to make maskYou have done
a wonderful
job
managing
stewards method
of God’sofHoly
Church.
wearing
optional,
and
go back things
to the as
traditional
receiving
communion.
You have done a wonderful job managing things as stewards of God’s Holy Church.
It is my understanding that you have not been doing Bingo now for a year or close to
a year. YouIt
areis the
parish in the
Diocese
of not
the Midwest
that
has done
my only
understanding
that
you have
been doing
Bingo
now Bingo
for a year or close to
regularly until
COVID
brought
an end.
a year.
You
are thethis
onlytoparish
in the Diocese of the Midwest that has done Bingo
regularly until COVID brought this to an end.
In my previous life as a layperson, I would help as a volunteer when Bingo was done
my previous
lifeCathedral
as a layperson,
I would
help
as a volunteer
whento
Bingo
at SS. Peter In
& Paul
Orthodox
in Detroit
in the
mid-1980s.
Needless
say, was done
SS.and
Peter
& Paul Orthodox
Cathedral
invery
Detroit
in the
this was notat
fun,
I observed
the participants
to be
serious
andmid-1980s.
passionateNeedless to say,
thisI don’t
was not
fun,that
andas
I observed
the participants
to be veryand
serious
passionate
about Bingo.
mean
a compliment.
Bingo is gambling,
doesand
incite
Bingo.
meanin
that
Bingo isof
gambling,
and does incite
the passionsabout
of people
whoI don’t
participate
it. as
Soa Icompliment.
am glad the practice
Bingo has
the passions
who participate
in it. So I am glad the practice of Bingo has
been discontinued
in all of people
our parishes
in the Diocese.
been discontinued in all of our parishes in the Diocese.
Since you have been doing such a good job managing without this, might this be the
you have
beenIdoing
such
a good job
without
time to say, Since
“no more
Bingo?”
want to
challenge
youmanaging
to seriously
look atthis,
thismight
issue this be the
time
to
say,
“no
more
Bingo?”
I
want
to
challenge
you
to
seriously
look at this issue
along with your priest, Father John. For those who might say, “We need the money,”
along
with
your
priest,
Father
John.
For
those
who
might
say,
“We
need the money,”
I would say that our Lord finds a way to provide for us. He has done so for the last
I
would
say
that
our
Lord
finds
a
way
to
provide
for
us.
He
has
done
so for the last
year without needing Bingo; can Archangel Michael take a step in the right direction
year
without
needing
Bingo;
can
Archangel
Michael
take
a
step
in
the
and continue without it? I will be praying for you as you discuss this important right direction
and continue without it? I will be praying for you as you discuss this important
issue.
issue.
With love in Christ,
With love in Christ,

+PAUL
U L and the Midwest
Archbishop+ofP A
Chicago
Archbishop of Chicago and the Midwest
Cc.:

Archpriest Andrew Clements
Cc.: Archpriest Andrew Clements

5037 West 83rd Street • Burbank, Illinois 60459 • 312-202-0420 • 312-202-0427 (fax) • domoca.org
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IN MEMORIAM: ARCHIMANDRITE ALEXADER (CUTLER)
MLNOV, UKRAINE [OCA] – Archimandrite Alexander (Cutler), former Abbot
of the Saint John the Theologian Monastery in Hiram, OH (now ROCOR), fell
asleep in the Lord on January 26, 2021 in Mlinov, Ukraine, at the age of 78. A
long-time priest of the Orthodox Church in America, after his retirement he
transferred to the jurisdiction of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (MP) at the
end of 2014. He served at the Holy Ascension Metochion of the Saint Nicholas
Convent of the urban village Mlinov, in the region of Rovno.
Born Richard Paul Cutler in Framingham, MA in 1942, he was ordained to
the Holy Diaconate in 1970 and to the Holy Priesthood in 1973 at Holy Trinity
Cathedral in Chicago, IL by Archbishop John (Garklavs) of Chicago. He served
at Holy Trinity for 10 years until briefly assigned to Saint Mary Cathedral in
1980. He was then assigned to the Saint John the Theologian Skete in 1981.
During that time he also served as the confessor to the nuns at Orthodox
Monastery of the Transfiguration in Ellwood City, PA. He was raised to the
rank of Archimandrite in 1997.
His burial will take place in Ukraine.
May Father Alexander’s memory be eternal!
Many of our parishioners were fortunate to know and spend time with Fr.
Alexander during his time at the Monastery in Hiram.
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STEWARDSHIP
2021 FINANCIAL UPDATE
(as of February 23, 2021)

Total Pledge Units for 2021..............................................................200
Total Amount Pledged........................................................$271,054.00
Total Amount Received........................................................$58,853.00
2021 Pledge Balance............................................................. $212,611.00
Givers with No Pledge..........................................................................13
2021 Non-Pledge Gifts..............................................................$1,565.00
(Givers with no pledge are those members who did not turn in
a Pledge Card for the 2021 year, but have given some donation
in 2021 that was counted as a pledge.)
GENERAL FUND INCOME UPDATE
Candle Desk...................................................................................$571.00
Candles........................................................................................ $1,206.00
Children’s Offering...........................................................................$3.00
Christmas Offering....................................................................... $70.00
Memorials...................................................................................$1,650.00
Offerings.......................................................................................$1,475.00
Other Income............................................................................ $11,259.65
**Pledge Contribution...........................................................$42,788.00
TOTALS................................................................................ $59,147.65
**Pledge Contribution is Year To Date and does not include 2021
Pledge Contributions received between Ocotber and December
31, 2020.
Average Weekly Collection (8 Weeks)............................ $7,393.38
Average Weekly Expense..................................................$6,542.00

Direct Payment from Your Bank
If you wish to have your financial institution send your donation
directly to the church, you can contact your bank and set up
“Archangel Michael Orthodox Church” as a Direct Payment
recipient. Often times, this can easily be done through online
banking. You can then set the frequency and amount of your
donation, and the bank sends a check directly to the church on
your behalf.
Church Envelopes
Please contact the Church Office if you want to: (a) receive
envelopes weekly or monthly; (b) stop envelopes; (c) correct
information on the envelope (including the title, e.g., from Mrs.
to Mr. & Mrs.).

BINGO REPORT

For the Month of January 2020
January Highlights:
Number of Sunday’s Open.................................................................... 0
Monthly Total Customers..................................................................... 0
Average Customers per Week............................................................. 0
Monthly Revenue Generated....................................................... $0.00
Monthly Profit.................................................................................. $0.00
Monthly Transfer to Church........................................................ $0.00
Fiscal Year-to-Date Profit (as of Nov. 1, 2020)
$0.00
Fiscal Year-to-Date Transfers to the Church
$0.00
**DUE TO THE COVID-19 CRISIS, ST. MICHAEL’S BINGO HAS
BEEN SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

SPECIAL FUNDS INCOME UPDATE

(January 1, 2021 through February 21, 2021)

Parishioner Donations to Special Funds
Charity (5 donors)....................................................................... $145.00
Endowment (0 donors)................................................................. $0.00
Improvement (4 donors)............................................................$72.00
Library (1 donor)...........................................................................$20.00
Renovation (2 donors).................................................................$32.00
Tuition Assistance (1 donor).....................................................$30.00
PARISHIONER DONATIONS................................................$299.00
Average Weekly Donations (8 Weeks)............................... $37.38

Misc. Special Funds Deposits
Grave Sales (Endowment)................................................... $9,000.00
Video System (Improvement - Earmarked)..................$40,100.00
MISC. SPECIAL FUNDS DESPOSITS.............................$50,100.00

CHARITABLE BEQUESTS
Have you thought about what will happen to your Church
after you pass from this earth? Do you feel you might want
to provide some financial assistance, but are not exactly
sure what or how this might be accomplished?
If you would like further information on how you can
provide future financial aid to our Church, please contact Fr.
John, your financial advisor, or your family attorney on this
matter.
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HEADLINES AROUND THE OCA
FROM OCA.ORG

February 18, 2021
Metropolitan Tikhon Congratulates Newly
Elected Serbian Patriarch Porfirije
February 12, 2021
Funeral Services held for Protopresbyter
Daniel Hubiak, former Chancellor of the
Orthodox Church in America
February 10, 2021
Remembering Ivan Czap on the anniversary
of his repose
(visit www.OCA.org to read the latest news)
Shop at smile.amazon.com and search for “Archangel Michael
Orthodox Church” and .5% of your purchase will be donated
back to our parish!

APPROACHING THE CHALICE DURING
COVID-19
APPROACHING THE CHALICE
As you come down the center aisle, please maintain social
distancing from non-family members. Next, we have paper
towels on the Tetrapod. There is no communion cloth rather, you are asked to hold the paper towel under your chin
and stretch it out towards the chalice to ensure nothing falls
off the spoon and onto the floor. You can then use the paper
towel to wipe your mouth, and place it in the receptacle. All
paper towels will then be burned after the liturgy.

Visit our Parish Website - www.StMichaelsCleveland.org to
make a donation to our parish!

RECEIVING THE BODY & BLOOD
We now have over 100 spoons for communion, therefore, ALL
parishioners will receive the eucharist from their own spoon.
We hope this helps clarify the new process!
The Eucharist is both, the sum and summary of our faith. Our
way of thinking must be attuned to the Eucharist, and the
Eucharist in turn confirms our way of thought.

DINNER CHOICES
Beer Battered Cod
Breaded Baked Scrod
Fried Shrimp
House Made Pierogies

$14.99

All Meals Include:

French Fries, Hush Puppies,
Coleslaw, Tossed Salad,
Roll & Butter

Our parish is on YouTube! Visit our official channel for Live
Streams and other videos!
www.YouTube.com/ArchangelMichaelOrthodoxChurch

Catering by Verba’s

Lenten Fish Fry
Curbside Carryout Dinners

Order Online

www.CateringByVerbas.com

FRIDAY’S & SATURDAY’S DURING WESTERN LENT - PICK UP AT WOODSIDE FROM 4-7PM
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HEALTH HINT: 151
COVID-19 Variant

Viruses constantly change through mutation, and new variants of a virus are expected to occur over time. Other times, new
variants emerge and persist. Multiple variants of the virus that causes COVID-19 have been documented in the United States and
globally during the pandemic.
These variants seem to spread more quickly and easily than others. So far, studies suggest that the antibodies generated through
vaccinations with current authorized vaccine recognize these variants. It is being closely investigated and more studies underway.
Increase compliance with vaccination, physical distancing, use of masks, hand hygiene and quarantine continue to be necessary.
Stay healthy!
Kristen Dotson

NEW WOODSIDE SIGNAGE

As many of you may be aware, a few months back, the
Broadview Heights Police were involved in a high-speed chase,
which ended on our property back behind the gymnasium.
During the chase, one of the BHPD cruisers lost control and hit
(and destroyed) our Woodside direction sigange at the front of
our driveway near E. Mill Road.
After the insurace claim, the sign has been replaced with
a brand new, backlit sign. This sign was NOT a part of the
motion at the most recent Annual Parish Meeting, where the
Board of Trustees were approved to explore a new electronic
sign in our front yard.

CHURCH INFORMATION
Moving or have Contact Info Updates?
Please contact the church office to update
your address and or phone number by
emailing info@stmichaelscleveland.org
or calling 440.526.5192.
Candles / Prayers / Flowers
Contact the church office if you would like
order candles, flowers or have prayers in
church in honor or memory of your loved
ones. Flowers are $65 for a bouquet, and
candles range from $3 to $30, depending
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on what you would like. The church
office will purchase the flowers for you
and they will be delivered the Friday
before the requested service / date.
Vesperal Liturgies
All vesperal liturgies will start at 7:00 pm.
Church Summer Hours
Starting on the Sunday of Memorial Day
Weekend through the Sunday of Labor
Day, our parish changes to our Summer

Hours, with Divine Liturgies starting at
9:30 am unless otherwise noted.
St. James Prayer List
Contact the church office to have a name
added to or removed from the St. James
Prayer list. The list is published each
month in the Archangel, and weekly
edits to the list are printed in the Weekly
Bulletin.

Mention this ad and we will donate $250 from your sale or purchase to
St. Michael's Russian Orthodox Church.
Buy, Sell, or Invest with the Best!
216.309.0567
brock@apexteamohio.com

www.apexteamohio.com

State License
#13728

www.approvedplumbing.com

Dennis M. Schlekie

Owner / Master Plumber
770 Ken Mar Industrial Parkway
Broadview Hts .Ohio 44147

Phone: (440) 526-2905
Fax: (440) 546-7698
Dennis@ApprovedPlumbing.com

Theodore J. “Ted” Kirsh
Funeral Director, Parishioner
7501 Ridge Road • Parma, Ohio 44129 • 440.842.7800
tkirsh@buschcares.com

LLC
Dr. George N. Glosik
Dr. Robert J. Glosik
Dr. Cheri J. Andler

(216) 642-7373

7305 Broadview Road
Seven Hills, OH 44131
oa@drsglosik.com
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