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CHRIST IS RISEN! St. Joseph of Arimathea, By Fr. John Memorich
There are certain individuals recounted in Scripture that are
forever connected to Christ’s Passion and death upon the Cross,
both intrinsically and intimately:
• Judas, who took thirty pieces of silver to betray Jesus with
a kiss.
• Peter, who swore he would “go to his death” rather than
abandon or deny his Master, did both, denying Him three
times before the morning hour.
• The High Priest Caiaphas, by whose calculation and
cunning Jesus was arrested, convicted, and crucified.
• Pontius Pilate, who found no fault in Christ, yet washed
his hands of the matter and delivered Him to be crucified
lest a riot ensue.
• Pilate’s wife, Claudia, who begged her
husband to have nothing to do with judging
that “righteous man.”
• The murderous, archcriminal Barabbas,
whose life, by a simple twist of fate, was
spared when the crowds demanded he be
released, and Christ be crucified.
• The Temple Guards and Roman Soldiers
who physically abused, beat, scourged, and
spit upon Christ – mocking Him as a king by
adorning Jesus in a purple (regal) robe and
plating a crown of thorns upon His head.
• Simon of Cyrene, who by pure happenstance
ended up helping a weakened Jesus carry
His cross to Golgotha.
• Mary, Jesus’ Mother, faithfully standing at the foot of the
Cross watching Her Son endure His agony as maternal
tears fell like rain down her cheeks.
• Mary Magdalene and some of the other faithful women
followers whose lives were changed by Jesus and who
helped to minister to Him through their means.
• John, the “Beloved Apostle,” who also was present at the
foot of the Cross and who promised His Lord he would care
for Christ’s Mother.
• Dismas, the Wise, repentant thief who was crucified to
the right of our Lord, and Gestas, crucified on His left who
reviled and mocked Christ.
• The Centurion, Longinus, who is said to be the soldier who
pierced Christ’s side with his lance, and the one who, after
witnessing all that occurred at the crucifixion, said, “Truly
this was the Son of God.”
• Nicodemus, a Pharisee and member of the Sanhedrim
who was a secret follower of Christ. He helped bury Jesus
by bringing a 70 pound mixture of myrrh and aloes.
Yet one other individual stands out from amongst this list:

Joseph of Arimathea. He even factors into one of the most
prominent hymns of Holy Week:

“The noble Joseph, when he had taken down Thy most pure
body from the Tree, wrapped It in fine linen and anointed It
with spices, and placed It in a new tomb.”
Joseph of Arimathea is mentioned in all four of the gospels,
yet with only scant clues to describe him. Even his town of
origin is a matter of speculation. Although there is no actual
“Arimathea,” some biblical scholars believe it to be a Greek
transliteration of the Hebrew ha-Ramathhaim (Ramatha or
Romah) which was a place 4-5 miles north-west
of Jerusalem. Other scholars place this city at 20
miles from Jerusalem.
Joseph is said to have been a righteous man,
reputable, good and upstanding in the community,
seeking after salvation. He was wealthy, well-off,
which is evident because he laid Christ in his
own, new tomb that was hewn out of rock. He
was a well-respected scholar in the community,
a member of the Sanhedrin – the ruling council
amongst the Jews. Interestingly, he was also a
disciple of Jesus, although “secretly,” because he
feared his Jewish colleagues who might depose
him and cast him out of the temple.
We can also infer that Joseph was present at and witnessed
Christ’s death, because he who was once fearful of being
associated with Christ, is now emboldened by the Crucifixion to
go before Pilate and courageously ask to take Jesus’ Body down
from the cross and to bury Him. In so doing, Joseph sacrifices
his very integrity amongst the Jewish people. In addition, he
becomes ritualistically “unclean” by going to the non-Jewish
governor, taking a dead, bloodied body down from the cross,
and by performing the burial rituals of washing, anointing, and
clothing a dead body. Yet he also fulfills the scriptures: Joseph
saw to it that Jesus’ Body was kept as pristine as possible so as
not to see corruption (Psalm 16:10).
So, while there is not much written in the Bible regarding
Joseph of Arimathea, what he did and how he did it speaks
volumes to his faith and commitment!
Joseph of Arimathea is commemorated on the Third Sunday of
Pascha, along with Nicodemus and the Myrrhbearing Women,
and also upon July 31, the date of his repose.
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I hope your Pascha was full of love and joy. First, let me say I
appreciate everyone’s understanding and patience this year. I
have personally received many comments and concerns from
several of you regarding the number and timing of Lenten
and Paschal services, the number of attendees allotted for
each, and the physical accommodations we have made on
campus for those services to maximize attendance, giving our
parishioners a means to participate as Orthodox Christians in
the Eucharist on the holiest of days while at the same time anticipating and adhering
to changing state and diocesan guidelines in a way that promotes social distancing
and keeps our parishioners healthy and safe for many Paschas to come. I want you to
know that I take every comment, positive or negative, to heart. Your concerns are our
concerns.
The next steps ahead of us as a parish involve a departure from the status quo. The
parish has spoken, and now our immediate focus is crafting a suitable exit strategy
from bingo. The Board of Trustees (BOT) will work with all critical parties to develop a
smooth transition that takes our legal obligations and community reputation into full
consideration.
In that regard, I wish to thank all who participated in our special parish meeting
about bingo. Your concerns and comments expressed both during the meeting and
afterwards to me and other trustees demonstrate your care for our parish. As humans,
and as volunteers, we may not execute perfectly on every step, but I compel you to
understand that our collective actions are for the security and future of our church, for
us today and our children and theirs who come after us. Our goal is to now is to march
forward as a parish and continue to foster a spiritual home that can grow and serve as
a beacon of good in our community and diocese.
Your BOT constantly reviews every facet of our church community, whether it be the
necessary care and maintenance of our campus or the allocation of funds where it
is needed most while in compliance with restrictions previously established by the
parish or our benefactors. Please know that our efforts to find the best solution are
always practiced with humility toward and honesty for our parish. Our monthly trustee
meetings are often robust and sometimes tedious conversations, but every member
of our Board shows respect for the ideas and concerns to all in attendance and the
parishioners they represent. We strive to be a parish that is an example of a thriving
church in compliance with all Orthodox Church of America guidelines and serving our
surrounding community with love and charity.
As the calendar turns with Pascha, I thank David Pfeiffer for completing his term of
service on the BOT. His guidance was always well received and extremely helpful. I
also welcome Marge Dzmura to your BOT this spring. She is well known for rolling up
her sleeves to help our parish in countless ways.
I want to end this month’s letter by expressing humble gratitude to all of you for your
help and advice during this past Lenten season. I have faith that all of us will work
through these unpredictable and tough times together as a parish family, looking
forward to the day when social distancing is no longer required, and our biggest
concern is running out of seating capacity in the church nave.
In Christ,
Ryun Louie
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CONTINUING ORTHODOX RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (CORE)
Each month, CORE (Continuing Orthodox Religious Education) will have articles to inform and enlighten you about your Orthodox
Faith. We hope you enjoy the articles and if there are questions you would like to see information on, please submit them to the
church office or email them to Phil Tesar at info@stmichaelscleveland.org.
Candles
Lit candles and lampadas have a special symbolic meaning in the Orthodox Church,
and no service can be held without them.
The 7th Ecumenical Council decreed that in the Orthodox Church, the holy Icons and
relics, the Cross of Christ, and the Holy Gospel were to be honored by censing and the
lighting of candles. Lampadas and candles represent the Eternal Light of Christ.
Candles are also a symbol of our burning and grateful love for God.
Candles are used within the church which have significance during our lifetime:
• When we are baptized sponsors hold a candle signifying the joy of a new member into the Church of Christ.
• After receiving first confession the children hold candles in church prior to receiving communion.
• At the betrothal ceremony the bride and groom hold candles as a symbol of their love for each other and to live within the
blessing of the church.
• During the funeral service candles are placed about the coffin as a sign the deceased’s soul has left this world and entered
the Unwaning Light of God.
Candles are used specifically during certain portions of church services:
• In the Liturgy candles are used at the little and great entrances.
• Candles are used during the Gospel reading.
• During the Pre-sanctified Liturgy, the priest blesses the congregation with a candle and censer proclaiming “The Light of
Christ Illumines all”
• Candles are held during the reading of the 12 Gospels on Holy Thursday.
• Candles are held during the processions around the church on Great and Holy Friday and at Pascha.
In the Orthodox Church there are different types of candles used. The main candles used during liturgy are normally beeswax
candles. These are considered the best as there is a sweet aroma during their burning. They also burn cleaner and have less soot
compared to oil based candles. Walk into the church and you can smell the aroma of the candles and incense.
Many lampadas can use either beeswax, oil based candles and in many of the seminaries and European churches an olive oil
mixture is used in the lampada vigils. Use of oil requires a lot of attention to keep the wicks at a proper height for burning.
Candles hold a major significance in the life of the church and also in our lives, as God said “Let light shine out of darkness”.

RECEIVE IMPORTANT PARISH UPDATES VIA TEXT

In an ongoing effort to keep our parish community informed and up-to-date with very important information, you can now
receive TEXT MESSAGE updates from the church. These updates are not sent frequently, but rather when there is information
that needs to be distributed quickly.

TEXT AMOC TO (833) 455-0695

You’ll recieve a confirmation text message. Standard Message and data rates apply. The church cannot add your number, you
need to “opt-in” to start receiving the messages. Please contact the church office with any questions, and Phil will be able to help
you out.
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PARISH NEWS
AROUND THE PARISH
NEW ARCHANGEL EDITOR
We are looking for a new Editor for the
Archangel. If you may be interested, please
contact the Church Office and speak with
Phil regarding the role.
THANK YOU!
Thank you to everyone who donated to the
2021 Paschal Flowers. In total, we collected
$1,920.00 to help cover the cost of willows
and flowers.
FEEDBACK
As we move forward with opening the
church Lower Level for services, please
contact the church with any comments
(positive or constructive criticism) so we can
try to improve our current set up. We may
not be able to act upon every suggestion, but
we will strive to make the experience better
if we can.
PAYPAL NOW AVAILABLE
The church is now currently set up to take
payments via PayPal. We have already
recieved a few donations from nonparishioners who have been watching our
live-streams. Please note, any donations
made through PayPal to the church are
charged a small fee. You will be credited the
donated amount on your giving statement,
but the church receives your donation, less
the roughly 3% credit card fee.
ATTENDANCE AT SERVICES
Our service attendance number has
increased to 80 people in the main church
and 60 in the Lower Level until further
notice. With this new 140 capacity:
• There are no limits on how many services
you may sign up for in a single month.
• Please make at least ONE (1) of your sign
ups for the Lower Level
This will hopefully allow everyone the
chance to be in the Main Church at some
point.
GREAT VESPERS
While we still need to adhere to the current
limit of parishioners, at this time, we will
not be having a Sign Up. This can change
if we find more people are trying to attend
services.
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TO: ALL MEMBER OF HOLY ARCHANGEL MICHAEL PARISH:
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I greet each and every one of you with the joy of this Feast!
Recently, His Eminence Archbishop Paul, sent out a letter in which he
complimented the clergy of the Diocese of the Midwest, saying, “I am grateful for
your work and extra efforts during this challenging time for our communities.
As leaders of your parishes, you have had to navigate many regulations and
opinions of parishioners, along with an array of other challenges that come up
at a moment’s notice. Your efforts are not lost, and I thank you!”
To me, personally, this was a most gratifying “pat on the back” because this
past year, and this Great Lent, Holy Week, and celebration of Pascha did pose
difficulties and challenges. Therefore, I would also like to express thanks to all
the members of our parish who helped us do the best that we could under the
circumstances and with those limitations prescribed by our hierarch.
I would like to offer a big thank you to our parish council president, Ryun Louie
for his hard work and helping to lead us through this crisis. He was constantly
deluged with phone calls from parishioners expressing their frustrations at not
being able to come back to church in fulness, as well as a myriad of opinions as
to how we should be doing things. Ryun listened and brought your ideas before
the rest of the council for discussion. Ryun truly desires the best for our parish,
and it shows forth in his concern and attention to detail.
I would also like to thank the Parish Council who also had to deal with many
difficult issues and input from parishioners. Most people don’t know how hard we
work as team in keep this parish functioning and moving in a positive direction.
A big thank you also goes out to Phil Tesar and those individuals who have been
training and volunteering their time to broadcast our services. The Camera work
has been second to none and we continue to receive high praise for our streaming
abilities from not only our own people, but from across the country!
One of the unsung heroes to whom we owe a debt of thanks is to our own choir
director, Joachim Wyslutsky. Joachim, although young, has shown tremendous
leadership and dedication in making sure that our services were sung in both,
a solemn and celebratory fashion. Dealing with vast limitations regarding the
number of singers, spacing, and with no choir rehearsals, he managed to still
make the services beautiful with just a few singers and chanters. So, I thank him
and his dedicated crew of singers who volunteered and sang responses.
And a huge thank you goes to all of you who waited so patiently and sacrificed
attendance at every service so that others could participate. All who watched
from home faithfully, as well as those who continued to send in their donations
and offerings. You kept our church alive and viable amidst a very fluid and fluxed
time!
XB!
Very Rev. John Memorich

PARISH TRANSITIONS
Olga Matsko, reposed in the Lord April 13, 2021
Macklin William, son of Stephen & Tina (Dimitrijevs) McNees, born April 15, 2021
Elias Hoffman, son of Tom & Mary (Kovalak) Hoffman, born April 27, 2021
Sally Meklus reposed in the Lord April 29, 2021

BRIGHT WEEK NOTES
• During Bright Week, prayers in church and at home are to be sung and not
read. This adds to the joyous, triumphal nature of the Resurrection Feast.
• During Bright Week, one’s prayer rule should begin and end with the
three-fold singing of the Paschal Troparion: “Christ is Risen from the dead,
trampling down death by death, and upon those in
the tombs bestowing life!”
• There are no fasting or dietary restrictions during
Bright Week, as this week commemorates the Feast
of Feasts.
• During Bright Week, and throughout the entire
Paschal Season, prostrations and kneeling are NOT
permitted in church or at home, for we stand with
the Resurrected Christ. The ability to prostrate or
kneel will begin again upon the Feast of Pentecost
when the “Kneeling Prayers” are read.
• During Bright Week and till the eve of Pentecost,
we do NOT use the prayer, “O Heavenly King.” This
is a prayer directed specifically to the Holy Spirit –
the Comforter – which we begin using when we celebrate the Feast of the
Descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles (Pentecost).
• During Bright Week, we do NOT read from the psalter at home or in church
because the prophecies contained therein have been fulfilled.
• Because of its Resurrection theme, nature, and spirit, memorial services
(panakhida, parastas, etc.) are NOT held during Bright Week. These will
commence again upon the “Day of Rejoicing,” which occurs on the first
Tuesday after Bright Week. If, however, someone dies and is buried during
Bight Week, special Paschal services are used which differ from the normal
burial service.
• During Bright Week, we do NOT sing “Memory Eternal!” at a funeral, but
simple the three-fold, “Christ is Risen!” (However, because “Memory Eternal”
is such an integral, ingrained, and beloved funeral hymn, pastoral discretion
may allow it to be sung in addition to, “Christ is Risen!”)

THEN CAME THE NAZARENE!

He was nearly dead. Every few steps he staggered as if he would fall. A stained
gown badly torn hung from his shoulders over a seamless undertunic. His bare
feet left red splotches upon the stones. An inscription on a board was tied to his
neck. A crown of thorns had been crushed hard down upon his head, making
cruel wounds from which streams of blood, now dry and blackened, had run
over his face and neck. The long hair,
tangled in the thorns, was clotted thick. The
skin, where it could be seen, was ghastly
white. His hands were tied before him.
Back somewhere in the city he had fallen
exhausted under the transverse beam of
his cross, which as a condemned person,
custom required him to bear to the place
of execution; now a countryman carried
the burden in his stead. Four soldiers went
with him as a guard against the mob, who
sometimes, nevertheless, broke through, and struck him with sticks, and spit
upon him. Yet no sound escaped him, neither remonstrance nor groan; nor did
he look up until he was nearly in front of the house sheltering Ben-Hur and his
friends, all of whom were moved with quick compassion. Esther clung to her
father; and he, strong of will as he was, trembled. Balthasar fell-down speechless.
Even Ben-Hur cried out, “O my God! my God!” Then, as if he divined their feelings
or heard the exclamation, the Nazarene turned his wan face towards the party,
and looked at them each one, so they carried the look in memory through life.
They could see he was thinking of them, not himself, and the dying eyes gave
them the blessing he was not permitted to speak. (passage from the novel, BenHur: A Tale of the Christ, by Lew Wallace)

THE MAN UPON CROSS
He Who hung the earth upon the waters,
Now hangs on rough-hewn wood,
He Who washed the feet of others,
Finds His stained with clouted blood,
He Who came to Shepard us,
Becomes a sacrificial Lamb,
He with no place to lay His head,
Creator, God, “I AM!”
Condemned to die, yet blameless,
Pilate washed his hands of sin,
He Who cured the blind with spittle,
Endures a mob spitting upon Him,
He Who befriended outcasts, lepers, sinners,
Now erected between two thieves,
Isaiah’s “Man of Constant Sorrows,”
Acquainted with strife and grief.
The One Who healed with Word and touch,
Is unable to move His hands or feet,
Stretched upon a Cross to die,
Amidst the mid-day’s heat,
The Son of God Almighty,
A Virgin Mother mourning Her first-born,
Prophet, Hight Priest, King,
Regally wears a Crown of Thorns.
He Who offered mere Bread and Wine,
To become His Body and Blood,
Was given bitter gall to drink,
But refuses to indulge,
He commends His Spirit to the Father,
The purpose of His life no way diminished,
He cries aloud… He Slumps… Surrenders…
His ministry is finished.

Fr. John Memorich (April 14, 2021)
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May 1
Mike & Tanya Neizgoda

1................................... Paula Allen
2 .......................... Jessica Hudeck
3 ............................. John Mindala
3 .........................Dennis Schlekie
4 ....................... Elizabeth Supina
5 ...................... Karen Kowalchik
5 ........................ Edward Visocky
5 ................................... Bob Macko
5 ......................... Stefanie Uhrina
6 ...........................Sandy Mehalik
7 ...................... Michael Gaborick
7 .......................... Nancy Jackson
8 ....................... Timothy Kormos
8 ....................... Viviana Mindala
8 ...............................E.G. Gaborick
9 ........................... Jacob Mehalik
9 ........... Richard Kowalchik, Jr.
12 ............................... Lance Louie
12 ....................... Brooke Musarra
14 ............... Alexandra Mikulicz
16 .................................... Eric Weis
16 .................... Alexandra Young
17 .............................. Gail Peshina
18 ............................. Donna Tesar
19 ............................ Dennis Lapso
19 ...............................Lara Herzak
19 ................ Raymond Fetcenko
21 .................... Mary Jane Lucak
21 ......................... Anthony Klich
22.......................... Jane Fedonhk
22................ Alexandra Kovalak
22............................... Parker Page
24..........................Joseph Supina
24........................ Xavier Visocky
25 ....................... Mark Andrasek
25 ....................... Adam Hanchuk
27 ............................ Paula Gaydos
28............................ John Kormos
28........................... Hudson Louie

“…and the two shall
become one flesh;
What therefore God
has joined together, let
no man put asunder.”

May 30
Sam & Lisa Lyon

May 28
Michael & Sandy Bohurjak
Bob & Naomi Reilly

May 27
Stephan & Kristen Kovalak

May 24
Daniel & Sandy Mehalik

May 22
Michael & Paula Herzak

May 21
Drs. Jason & Sandy Glagola

May 9
Michael & Elaine Meczka
Ted & Kathleen Kirsh

May 5
Charles & Beth Noll

MAY
ANNIVERSARIES

MAY
BIRTHDAYS

Robert Glosik
Luke Hanchuk
Timothy Hanchuk
Thomas Herberth
Daniel Hornik
Anne Kallay
Kay Klarr
Margaret Kormos
James Kormos
Annette Lapso

Olga Matsko, Sally Meklus

NEWLY DEPARTED

Jon Farragher.................................................. (George & JoAnn Farragher’s son)
Nicholas Polcen .............................................. (Parishioner)
Jacob Stankiewicz ........................................ (Donna Tesar’s neighbor)

SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES

Erin Musarra
Martha Musil
Mark Nestor
Kathy Nestor
Kristina Polcen
Rick Polcen
Drew Ramsay
Candace Ropchock
Helen Ropchock
Christia Schutt

John Sima
Pat Sima
George Strongosky
Elizabeth Sutyak
Monica Visocky
Margaret Voloschuk
Judith Wienlcaw
Cynthia Yurch
Jerome Yurch

Elaine Howe............................ (Friend of many)
Geraldine Irvin....................... (Donna Tesar’s friend)
Joseph Kocab ......................... (Cousin of the Tesar family)
Ann Kormos............................ (Friend of many)
Marianne Kormos ................ (Former Parishioner)
Mat. Myra Kovalak .............. (Bob Kovalak’s sister-in-law)
Sam Kuchta ............................ (Monica Polcen’s Uncle)
Annamarie Luvison ............. (Child, Niece of Nadine Ellis)
John Memorich ..................... (Fr. John’s dad)
Jill Olecki ................................ (Sue Schlekie’s niece)
Mat. Theodora Ressetar ..... (Former Parishioner)
Craig Richardson .................. (Friend of Candace Ropchock)
Timothy Rose ......................... (Jackie Sipko’s cousin)
Karen Harley Reynolds ...... (D. Tesar & J. Wienclaw’s sister)
Joey Shaluha.......................... (Ed & Karen Visocky’s grandson)
Debbie Smith .......................... (Sue Rigby’s sister)
Gary Yacobian ....................... (Sipko family friend)
Michael Yacobian................. (Sipko family friend)

Donald Lazar
Michael Lucak
Mary Jane Lucak
Robert Lucak
Michael “Mickey” Macko
Sandy Mehalik
Alex Meklus
Alexandria Mikulicz
Carol Milla

Metropolitan Herman ........... (Retired OCA Metroplitan)
Archpriest Daniel Kovalak .. (Bob Kovalak’s brother)
Archpriest Myron Manzuk . (Fr. John’s cousin)
Fr. Andrew Nelko ................... (St. John the Baptist, Campbell)
Mat. Anna Andrew ................. (Fr. John’s cousin)
Jamie Arrango ......................... (Friend of many FOCA members)
Ella Baciak ................................ (Donna Tesar’s friend)
Caleb Barnett ............................ (Becky Tesar’s friend)
Denise Bittner .......................... (Mike & Pat Bittner’s daughter)
Vivian Cifranic ........................ (Vivian Plaza’s grandmother)
William Cook ........................... (John Cook’s brother)
Don Eckstein ............................ (Heather Hanchuk’s father)
Michelle Zdinak Frampton .... (friend of the parish)
Debbie Geletka ............................ (Former Parishioner)
Ted Geletka .................................. (Former Choir Director)
Guy Green ..................................... (Len Dimitrijev’s brother-in-law)
Maria Horbath ............................ (Terri Baranich’s friend)

SPECIAL INTENTIONS & PRAYERS

Christine Arkutik
Terri Baranich
Joan Benny
Sandy Bohurjak
Andrew Buswell
Marianne Buswell
Brett Deyling
Walter Dimitrijevs
George Farragher
John Gaborick

PARISHIONERS

Terry & Kathy (Schlekie) Speth, Jon & Haley (Mehalik) Hrestak; Michael & Katie (Farragher) Roush; Brandon & Sarah (Green)
Boggess; Eric & Sofia (Memorich) Smyczek

WITH CHILD

ST. JAMES PRAYER LIST
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THOMAS SUNDAY
MOTHER’S DAY

9:30am – Divine Liturgy

9:30am – Divine Liturgy

30

9:30am – Divine Liturgy

23

9:30am – Divine Liturgy

16

9

9:30am – Paschal Divine
Liturgy with blessing of
baskets

GREAT & HOLY PASCHA

2

MONDAY

BRIGHT MONDAY

31

24

17

MEMORIAL DAY

9:30am – Divine Liturgy

10

3

MAY

SUNDAY

25

18

11

4

7pm – Adult Education
(Virtual)

DAY OF REJOICING

BRIGHT TUESDAY

TUESDAY

BRIGHT WEDNESDAY

26

7pm – Board of Trustees
(Virtual)

19

All Day- Clergy
Convocation (Virtual)

10:00am – Samaritan’s

12

5

WEDNESDAY

BRIGHT THURSDAY

7pm – Intro to Orthodoxy
(Virtual)

27

7pm – Intro to Orthodoxy
(Virtual)

20

7pm – Intro to Orthodoxy
(Virtual)

13

6

THURSDAY

28

21

14

7
BRIGHT FRIDAY

FRIDAY

BRIGHT SATURDAY

11:30pm – Nocturns &
Matins

9:30am – Divine Liturgy

29

22

15

5pm – Great Vespers

5pm – Great Vespers

5pm – Great Vespers

NO GREAT VESPERS

4:00pm – 50th Anniversary
Prayer Service – Sabo

8

1

SATURDAY

ARCHANGEL MICHAEL ORTHODOX CHURCH MONTHLY CALENDAR, MAY 2021

STEWARDSHIP
2021 FINANCIAL UPDATE
(as of April 26, 2021)

Total Pledge Units for 2021.............................................................. 205
Total Amount Pledged....................................................... $273,524.00
Total Amount Received...................................................... $104,041.00
2021 Pledge Balance.............................................................$171,663.00
Givers with No Pledge..........................................................................17
2021 Non-Pledge Gifts.............................................................$4,505.00
(Givers with no pledge are those members who did not turn in
a Pledge Card for the 2021 year, but have given some donation
in 2021 that was counted as a pledge.)
GENERAL FUND INCOME UPDATE
Candle Desk.................................................................................$1687.75
Candles........................................................................................$2,227.00
Children’s Offering........................................................................ $22.00
Christmas Offering....................................................................... $70.00
Easter Flowers.......................................................................... $1,920.00
Easter Offering..............................................................................$210.00
Flowers............................................................................................$195.00
Memorials...................................................................................$1,775.00
Offerings.......................................................................................$1,875.00
Other Income........................................................................... $12,437.57
**Pledge Contribution.......................................................... $90,966.00
Special Gifts...................................................................................$138.00
Special Occasion Offering........................................................ $275.00
TOTALS...............................................................................$113,798.32

SPECIAL FUNDS INCOME UPDATE

(January 1, 2021 through April 26, 2021)

Parishioner Donations to Special Funds
Charity (8 donors)................................................................... $1,390.00
Endowment (0 donors)................................................................. $0.00
Improvement (5 donors)........................................................... $194.00
Library (1 donor)...........................................................................$20.00
Renovation (3 donors).................................................................$94.50
Tuition Assistance (1 donor).....................................................$30.00
PARISHIONER DONATIONS............................................. $1,728.00
Average Weekly Donations (17 Weeks).............................$101.65

Misc. Special Funds Deposits
Grave Sales (Endowment)................................................... $9,000.00
Video System (Improvement - Earmarked)..................$40,100.00
MISC. SPECIAL FUNDS DESPOSITS.............................$50,100.00

**Pledge Contribution is Year To Date and does not include 2021
Pledge Contributions received between Ocotber and December
31, 2020.
Average Weekly Collection (8 Weeks)............................ $7,303.38
Average Weekly Expense..................................................$6,542.00

Direct Payment from Your Bank
If you wish to have your financial institution send your donation
directly to the church, you can contact your bank and set up
“Archangel Michael Orthodox Church” as a Direct Payment
recipient. Often times, this can easily be done through online
banking. You can then set the frequency and amount of your
donation, and the bank sends a check directly to the church on
your behalf.
Church Envelopes
Please contact the Church Office if you want to: (a) receive
envelopes weekly or monthly; (b) stop envelopes; (c) correct
information on the envelope (including the title, e.g., from Mrs.
to Mr. & Mrs.).

**DUE TO THE COVID-19 CRISIS, ST. MICHAEL’S BINGO HAS
BEEN SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

CHARITABLE BEQUESTS
Have you thought about what will happen to your Church
after you pass from this earth? Do you feel you might want
to provide some financial assistance, but are not exactly
sure what or how this might be accomplished?
If you would like further information on how you can
provide future financial aid to our Church, please contact Fr.
John, your financial advisor, or your family attorney on this
matter.
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HEADLINES AROUND THE OCA
FROM OCA.ORG

April 24, 2021
Metropolitan Tikhon’s 2021 Paschal Message
now available
April 23, 2021
Pandemic Ponderings Pascha—One Year Later
April 22, 2021
Holy Assumption Monastery is offering more
free downloads of children’s books
April 19, 2021
In Memoriam: Archpriest Peter Pawlack
(visit www.OCA.org to read the latest news)
Shop at smile.amazon.com and search for “Archangel Michael
Orthodox Church” and .5% of your purchase will be donated
back to our parish!

APPROACHING THE CHALICE DURING
COVID-19
APPROACHING THE CHALICE
As you come down the center aisle, please maintain social
distancing from non-family members. Next, we have paper
towels on the Tetrapod. There is no communion cloth rather, you are asked to hold the paper towel under your chin
and stretch it out towards the chalice to ensure nothing falls
off the spoon and onto the floor. You can then use the paper
towel to wipe your mouth, and place it in the receptacle. All
paper towels will then be burned after the liturgy.

Visit our Parish Website - www.StMichaelsCleveland.org to
make a donation to our parish!

RECEIVING THE BODY & BLOOD
We now have over 250 spoons for communion, therefore, ALL
parishioners will receive the eucharist from their own spoon.
We hope this helps clarify the new process!
The Eucharist is both, the sum and summary of our faith. Our
way of thinking must be attuned to the Eucharist, and the
Eucharist in turn confirms our way of thought.

Our parish is on YouTube! Visit our official channel for Live
Streams and other videos!
www.YouTube.com/ArchangelMichaelOrthodoxChurch

ON THE LITURGY:

The Anaphora Prayers of St. Basil’s Liturgy are so central and fundamentally illustrative in making
manifest our doctrine – all of which is bourn-out in our liturgical worship. Thus, when St. Basil wrote
imploring God to receive and accept our offering “as Thou received the gifts of Abel, the sacrifices of
Noah, the whole burnt offerings of Abraham, the priestly offices of Moses and Aaron, and the peaceofferings of Samuel. Even as Thou didst receive from Thy holy Apostles this true worship, so now, in
Thy goodness, accept these gifts from the hands of us sinners,” he re-affirms that our offering at the
liturgy is in continuity with the Apostles – and before them with the Prophets and Holy Ones of the
Old Covenant. Hence, we carry forth a sacred tradition both, in Word and Worship.
Very Rev. Dennis Buck
St. Catherine the Great Martyr Church - Archdiocese of Washington, D.C.

MAY 2021 9

“THE SOUND OF HIS WORDS WAS LIKE THE
VOICE OF A MULTITUDE.”
(Daniel 10:6)

as the sixties, in order to produce a common recipe for social
change. This change, however, was not simply for change’s
sake, but rather an honest attempt to work for the greater good
of humanity (a concept and spirit which is lamentably lost
amidst most Generation X’ers and Millennials).

On May 24th, Bob Dylan, “the voice of our generation,” turns 80.
To some, this means he’s gotten old. To many of us, it means
we’ve gotten old! Yet, upon such a momentous milestone as this,
I cannot help but wonder what this generation’s spokesman
now thinks as he looks back upon an astonishing career and
prolific body of work – and for that matter – what he might
say of the quote that is so often attributed to him: “Never trust
anyone over thirty!”

Whether we marched against the Vietnam War singing “The
Times They Are A’ Changing,” waited out the Cuban Missal
Crises with trepidation while listening to “A Hard Rain’s Gonna
Fall,” protested segregation and inequality to the echoes of
“Only a Pawn in their Game,” or simply sat around a campfire
singing “Blowing in the Wind,” Dylan’s music both carried and
cradled us as it often lifted us towards higher ideals.

By Fr. John Memorich

It has been claimed and reaffirmed that Dylan’s was indeed my
generation’s “voice,” since his music spanned a uniquely pivotal
moment in our nation’s history. Bob’s music helped guide an
entire movement with anthems, which led us through civil
unrest, social upheaval, and counter-culture revolution. His
lyrical pathos shed light on dismal, heart wrenching oppression
and spurious ethics which gave us both a cause and a cause
to act. He was like a cross between a minstrel and a prophet,
a denim-clad troubadour proclaiming truth and demanding
change through his poetic imagery.
Many of Dylan’s songs are said to be “anthemic” because they
somehow defined the zeitgeist of the moment. The music and
lyrics stood for something, championed an effort, and rallied
people behind a cause. Even now, when we hear them sung,
they often produce a shiver down our spine and bring a tear of
nostalgia to the eye. This is because they have both, intrinsic
meaning and valued phraseology which forever links us
together as a human race.
The jangly idioms of Dylan’s prose hammered out justice,
chimed freedom, and promoted brotherly love all over this land.
Yet, his voice also chastened us (“He not busy being born is busy
dying!”), prodded us to get out of the way of imminent change
(“if you can’t lend your hand”), and cast a stark light into the
dark recesses of society’s ethos (“People seldom do what they
believe in. They do what is convenient, then repent.”).
Bob’s songs were also significant because they not only touched
our lives, but brought all of us closer together in the process.
Young and old, black and white, rich and poor, Christian and
Jew – all heaped as ingredients into a pressure cooker known

As youth, we reveled in
the mirth and merriment
of “Mr. Tambourine Man”
and somberly pondered
the brooding philosophy
within “Gates of Eden.”
We enjoined in the fiery
protest of the anti-war
classic “Masters of War”
and marveled at the
beyond-his-age wisdom
lifted from “My Back
Pages.” We were lulled by
the lilting beauty of love
in “Visions of Joanna”
and shared in Bob’s pain,
anguish, and loss as he heartbreakingly sang “If You See Her
Say Hello.”
From the body politic of “With God on Our Side” and “Chimes
of Freedom” to his transitional religious awakening with “You
Gotta Serve Somebody” and “Jokerman,” Bob’s voice cried out
for us to listen – and listen we did! His ability or happenstance
to have his finger on the pulse of a generation was extraordinary
and his music changed both us and our nation forever.
Thank you, Bob, for all of your lyrics and music which helped
to guide and define our lives through a precarious period of
time. And though you’re now eighty, to most of us who love your
music, your stay, “Forever Young.”

CHURCH INFORMATION
Moving or have Contact Info Updates?
Please contact the church office to update
your address and or phone number by
emailing info@stmichaelscleveland.org
or calling 440.526.5192.
Candles / Prayers / Flowers
Contact the church office if you would like
order candles, flowers or have prayers in
church in honor or memory of your loved
ones. Flowers are $65 for a bouquet, and
candles range from $3 to $30, depending
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on what you would like. The church
office will purchase the flowers for you
and they will be delivered the Friday
before the requested service / date.
Vesperal Liturgies
All vesperal liturgies will start at 7:00 pm.
Church Summer Hours
Starting on the Sunday of Memorial Day
Weekend through the Sunday of Labor
Day, our parish changes to our Summer

Hours, with Divine Liturgies starting at
9:30 am unless otherwise noted.
St. James Prayer List
Contact the church office to have a name
added to or removed from the St. James
Prayer list. The list is published each
month in the Archangel, and weekly
edits to the list are printed in the Weekly
Bulletin.

Mention this ad and we will donate $250 from your sale or purchase to
St. Michael's Russian Orthodox Church.
Buy, Sell, or Invest with the Best!
216.309.0567
brock@apexteamohio.com

www.apexteamohio.com

State License
#13728

www.approvedplumbing.com

Dennis M. Schlekie

Owner / Master Plumber
770 Ken Mar Industrial Parkway
Broadview Hts .Ohio 44147

Phone: (440) 526-2905
Fax: (440) 546-7698
Dennis@ApprovedPlumbing.com

Theodore J. “Ted” Kirsh
Funeral Director, Parishioner
7501 Ridge Road • Parma, Ohio 44129 • 440.842.7800
tkirsh@buschcares.com

LLC
Dr. George N. Glosik
Dr. Robert J. Glosik
Dr. Cheri J. Andler

(216) 642-7373

7305 Broadview Road
Seven Hills, OH 44131
oa@drsglosik.com
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LAZARUS SATURDAY CHURCH CLEANING
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