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“Contrary to hope, in hope believed.” (Romans 4:18)
By Fr. John Memorich

As an avid reader, I generally come across various descriptive sentences, paragraphs, and even song lyrics that are not only
profound but cause great delight by their poetic wordplay (perhaps that is why I’ve so much enjoyed Bob Dylan’s lyrics for the
wordsmith he is). I often write these down in a type of “quote book” to remember them and perhaps employ their essence in my
own future writing. As a case in point, I absolutely love the above verse that St. Paul wrote to the Church in
Rome regarding hope. I’m ever enthralled and captivated by the concise truth, decisiveness, and even the
purposeful, subtle juxtaposition in the profound nature of this statement.
Unfortunately, the word hope is a rather anemic, perhaps even weak word, in the English language. Its use is
all but diminished to a seemingly wishful status, as in: “I hope I pass my exams;” “I hope it doesn’t rain today;”
and of course the proverbial, “I hope the Browns win.”
In the Bible, however, hope has a vastly different meaning; it is a word of dynamic certainty. In the original
Greek, the word for hope is “elpis,” which means, “to expect or anticipate,” as in something is about to happen
or be given in the imminent.
That is why faith and hope are so intrinsically intertwined for Christians, for as St. Paul wrote to the Hebrews, “Faith is the assurance
of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). Thus, real hope is nothing to do with wishful thinking, but is a
confidence in a certainty that has yet to be bestowed. It is trusting in the fulfillment of a promise.

AN EPISTLE OF LOVE

During the Twelfth All-American Council (Sobor) held in Pittsburgh, July 25-30, 1999, Archpriest Sergei Glagolev asked His Beatitude
if he could address the brother clergy at a special clergy breakfast following liturgy. At the time, Fr. Sergei didn’t know that God
would continue to bless him with so many years after, but he felt like this might be his last hurrah and he wished to make some
final remarks to cherished friends and brothers, as well as words of encouragement to those just beginning the priestly ranks.
Fr. Sergei gave a most inspiring talk that focused on Love: Christian Love, Christ-like Love that all clergy must demonstrate within
their pastorate. It was a stellar speech and one of those moments where not only did everyone listen in spiritual, spell-bound
silence, but was delivered almost like a sacrament unto the hearers, words of love.
Later that day I asked Fr. Sergei if I could have a copy of his speech, which he gratefully gave me – with all of its corrected spelling,
notations, and additions.
Here is that speech, a true epistle of love:

AAC-XII 7/30/99
Your Beatitude, most respected Archpastors and Bishops, beloved pastors and brothers in Christ: Christ is in our midst!
How good it is on this last day of the last All-American Council of this millennium for us to come together as the brotherhood
of archpastors and pastors, to break bread together in “agape” – the meal of love – the logical extension of the Holy Eucharist
we have celebrated together “in behalf of all and for all.” And may the Council end today with the warm brotherly embrace
of one another – having been enabled by the Spirit’s grace not simply to know “about” each other, but to know each other
more profoundly, perhaps even deeply enough to care.
Yet love – more especially Christian brotherly love – is always a risky business. Love (and this “knowing each other” is
akin to love) makes us vulnerable. Love leads us to the Cross. There is no other way to pastor, let alone live the Christian life.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Our youth are physically back in Sunday School and at the same
time, Father John is holding an adult religious education class called
Between the Pews. This is anything and everything about our faith.
I encourage all parents who bring their children to Sunday School
to attend. I have learned many things about our faith by attending.
Fall also brings clambakes. I was able to attend St. Vladimir’s
fundraiser at Woodside hosted by Becky and Melissa Tesar. The event was well-attended
and the food was fantastic. Well done, and thank you all who were there, whether you were
volunteering or eating or both.
Speaking of Woodside, I would like to thank all who support our event center. The Woodside
Board of Trustees led by Greg Mindala work countless volunteer hours, guiding and making
sure our event center is up and running. Thank you to the workers who uphold the reputation
of Woodside with its exceptional reviews.
Our parish is a very warm and welcoming family. I am always amazed by the outreach to new
people that attend our church. It is one of many reasons our family attends this church today.
I applaud all who welcome visitors during coffee hour. It is very easy to congregate into our
individual family units, so kudos to everyone for their welcoming demeanor and behavior.
In addition to the upkeep of parish facilities and finances, your Board of Trustees is working
to build our church as a community from within and beyond our parish walls. My upcoming
monthly articles will focus on building from within. I as always look forward and welcome
all your advice and concerns.
In Christ,
Ryun Louie

Deacon Daniel Kovalak
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100TH ANNIVERSARY ARTIFACTS

Parish Artifacts - With our 100th anniversary approaching in 2022, we are hoping to collect
any memorabilia pertaining to our church history. We will gladly accept any photos,
program books, mementos, etc. that you might wish to contribute. Articles may be left in
the church lower level marked “church history/Pauline Mehalik” or call Pauline at 330659-6602. Please indicate whether or not you want your materials returned.
Event Logo - We are looking for a logo that will not only represent this fact, but will brand
the event and look good on all sorts of programs, tickets, flyers, and merchandise. Therefore,
if you have an artistic bent – or simply have an idea – sketch it out and submit your entry
to the church office by October 15th. The 100th Anniversary Committee will choose the
winner, or may combine and utilize ideas to create the finished project. All entries are
welcomed and encouraged!

RECEIVE IMPORTANT PARISH UPDATES VIA TEXT

In an ongoing effort to keep our parish community informed and up-to-date with very
important information, you can now receive TEXT MESSAGE updates from the church.
These updates are not sent frequently, but rather when there is information that needs to
be distributed quickly.

TEXT AMOC TO (833) 455-0695

You’ll recieve a confirmation text message. Standard Message and data rates apply. The
church cannot add your number, you need to “opt-in” to start receiving the messages.

CONTINUING ORTHODOX RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (CORE)
Each month, CORE (Continuing Orthodox Religious Education) will have articles to inform and enlighten you about your Orthodox
Faith. We hope you enjoy the articles and if there are questions you would like to see information on, please submit them to the
church office or email them to Phil Tesar at info@stmichaelscleveland.org.

The Sign of the Cross
Christ chose to bring about His ever-memorable death on an instrument of torture and capital punishment, the cross. The cross
now reminds us of Christ’s victory over death. Orthodox Christians make the sign of the cross as it affirms our belief that Christ
is the incarnate Son of God and he died for our sins.
How do we make the sign of the cross?
1.
2.
3.

We place our thumb and first two fingers together in a point, and the last two fingers flat against the palm of the hand.
The three fingers together represent the Holy Trinity – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The last two fingers represent the two
natures of Christ – God and man.
We touch our forehead, then our chest, like the vertical part of the cross.
From our chest we bring our hand up to our right shoulder, touching it and then to our left shoulder, finishing the sign of
the cross.

In crossing ourselves we are asking God for a blessing. We make it from right to left, being a mirror image
of what the priest does when he blesses us by moving his hand from left to right.
The Lord separated the sheep from the goats, putting the faithful sheep on His right side and the goats on
the left. The church treats the right side as the preferred side. We cross ourselves with our Right hand.
The censing of the Holy Table in the Altar begins with the Right side, the censing of the Iconostas, the
congregation, the church itself starts with the Right side.
When do we cross ourselves in church and during Liturgy?
• When we enter or leave the church
• Whenever the priest, deacon, reader or choir invokes the name of the Holy Trinity – The Father, Son
& Holy Spirit
• When venerating holy icons or relics.
• When singing “Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal One” prior to the epistle reading.
• At the start of reading the Holy Gospel.
• When the priest makes the sign of the cross over the body and blood for communion and we say “Amen”.
• At the beginning of the Lord’s Prayer.
• Before receiving Holy Communion.
• At the end of Liturgy, when the choir sings “Blessed be the name of the Lord, henceforth and forever more”.
• Many individuals cross themselves after each of the communal prayers or petitions singing “Lord have mercy,” “Grant it, O
Lord” and “To Thee O Lord”.
It can be said that we fully participate in the Divine Liturgy by our actions, singing and crossing ourselves. If we were to count
the number of times, we could cross ourselves during Liturgy it would be over 50 times.
Crossing yourself comes down to a personal choice. If the Holy Spirit moves you to express your piety and ask God for His
blessing, then no one can judge you for your actions.
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PARISH NEWS
AROUND THE PARISH
PAYPAL NOW AVAILABLE
The church is now currently set up to take
payments via PayPal. We have already
recieved a few donations from nonparishioners who have been watching our
live-streams. Please note, any donations
made through PayPal to the church are
charged a small fee. You will be credited the
donated amount on your giving statement,
but the church receives your donation, less
the roughly 3% credit card fee.
WOODSIDE NEW YEARS EVE GALA
Woodside Event Center is once again
hosting their annual New Year’s Eve Gala
on December 31, 2021! As of September 30,
we have over 115 tickets sold. In 2019, we
SOLD OUT with 265 guests in attendance.
WOODSIDE IS HIRING
Like many companies and businesses
around the country, Woodside is looking
to add staff to our Event Crew. Duties
include set-up and tear-down of events,
light cleaning, and other duties as assigned.
Hours will vary based on our event schedule,
which is picking up and getting busy in the
winter months. If you or anyone you know
may be looking for part-time work, please
contact the Woodside Staff at 440.526.9696.
PLEDGE LETTERS & CARDS
The 2022 Pledge Letters and Pledge Cards
will be available for PICK UP in the back
of the church on October 3 and 10th. After
that, anything that has not yet been picked
up will be sent in the mail. Please help
us avoid the cost of postage and take your
pledge card either of those two days.
50th ANNIVERSARY COUPLES
Any couples celebrating 50 years of
marriage in 2021 should contact the church
office so we can honor you during the St.
Michael’s Day Banquet. All we have thus far
is Mickey & Paula Herzak.
ST. HERMAN’S COLLECTION
As we continue to collect items for St.
Herman’s in the vestibule, they have
indicated to us they are in need of the
following:
• XL Food Service Gloves
• Styrofoam 3-Part Take Out Containers
• Grocery Bags for food dlivery
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COVID19 UPDATE

Although we are not requiring or mandating the use of masks during our
services or at our parish events, given the rise in COVID cases in and around
Cuyahoga County – especially among children, the Board of Trustees is
following the advice of the Cuyahoga County Board of Health and “strongly
urges and encourages all attendees to wear masks during services and
gatherings” until further notice.

100th ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE UPDATE

2022 will mark the 100th anniversary of Archangel Michael Parish and do we
have an exciting year for you! The executive committee has been hard at work
for the last few months laying the groundwork for a year of service, education,
and celebration. Mark your calendar for the weekend of November 4-6, 2022.
You won’t want to miss the official celebration weekend!
We also have smaller committees working to plan educational lectures and
retreats, service projects, fun activities where we can enjoy the company of our
parish family, and lots more. These events will take place throughout 2022. In
order to make sure we are planning activities that are of interest to you, over the
next few weeks we will be asking for your input on some of our event ideas. We
will have options for completing either an electronic or paper copy of a survey to
gauge interest in a number of events. Please take a few minutes to complete the
survey once it’s available, and BE GENUINE! We want as much participation as
possible, so this is your chance to tell us which activities will make it onto your
calendar!
If you have any questions about the anniversary celebration or would like to
volunteer for any of the events, please contact Becky Tesar at bjtesar@gmail.com
or 216-403-4070.

“O LORD, TEACH ME THY STATUTES.” (PSALM 119:33)

Our Adult Education class will study the histrionics of Church meetings from
their origins through the Ecumenical Councils, and unto modern day practices.
We will review aspects of Canon Law, the Statutes of the Orthodox Church in
America, the Ecclesiastical Guidelines of the Midwest Diocese, our own parish’s
By-Laws, as well as the protocols outlined in Robert’s Rules of Order.

DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY - OCTOBER 11, 12 & 13

Our parish will be hosting the 60th Diocesan Assembly for the Diocese of the
Midwest. Over 110 visitors will be in attendance, including Clergy, Lay Delegats,
Diocesan Auditors and guests from our diocese. The event will be held at
Woodside from Monday, October 11 through Wednesday, October 13th. During
the Assembly, there wil be a Heirarchical Divine Liturgy on Tuesday, October 12
at 7:30 am. THIS SERVICE WILL BE LIVE-STREAMED. There is also a Divine
Liturgy on Wednesday, October 13 at 7:00 am. This service WILL NOT be livestreamed.

PARISH TRANSITIONS
Bryce Malinowski was baptized on September 4, 2021
Brock Malinowski was chrismated on September 4, 2021
Brooklyn Malinowski was chrismated on September 4, 2021
Briella Malinowski was chrismated on September 4, 2021
Helen Soroka reposed in the Lord on September 4, 2021
Stefanie Uhrina & Alan Linden were married on September 5, 2021
Franklin Joel Smyczek was born on September 12, 2021
Ashley Longa & Kyle Martin were married on September 18, 2021
Elizabeth Pfeiffer & Mason Baker were married on September 19, 2021

PARISH NEWS
SEPTEMBER PEROGIE MAKING

During September, we spent four days making perogies for our
upcoming Craft Fair. Thank you to all of our peelers, pinchers,
rollers, boilers, butterers and baggers! Between the two
sessions, we’ve made over 150 dozen perogies. In addition, we
have one final perogie making day scheduled for October 4 & 5
at Woodside.

PHIL TESAR COMPLETES 50-MILE BIKE RIDE

On Saturday, September 11th, Phil Tesar participated in VeloSano,
a year-round fundraising initiative to support lifesaving cancer
research at Cleveland Clinic. Since the inaugural ride in 2014,
more than $24 million has been raised and 1OO% of those funds
are hard at work in the fight against cancer. I completed my 50mile ride in 3 hours, 33 minutes. Riders started at 8am at Mall
B in downtown Cleveland and headed east through beautiful
Shaker Heights, the scenic South Chagrin Reservation, and out
of the Chagrin River Valley. On the return, we all enjoyed riding
past the Cleveland Cultural Gardens along MLK Jr Boulevard,
and felt the breeze off Lake Erie as we rode along N. Marginal
Way back to Mall B.
While my 2021 fundraising goal was $1,000, I managed to raise
a total of $3,085. In my two years of riding in VeloSano, I have
totaled 100 miles on my bike and $6,380 in donations for cancer
research!
A SPECIAL THANK YOU to all those parishioners who supported
me by donating to my ride. Cancer has inevitably touched each
and every one of us in one way or another, and if riding my bike
can help us find a cure - I’m happy to do so.
To learn more about VeloSano and the hard work that is being
done at the Cleveland Clinic, you can visit www.VeloSano.org.

It’s PEROGIE TIME! Our Craft Fair is back on October 30th
at Woodside in the Gym. We are making perogies to sell
at the Craft Fair. We WANT YOUR HELP!

OCT. 4 & 5

Tuesday, October 5 - 7pm
Tuesday, October 18 - 7pm
Adult Education will be held in the Lower Level
of the Church. Call the church office with any
questions!

10/4 - 1pm - Peel, Cook & Make Potato Balls
10/5 - 9am - Rolling, Pinching & Packaging
All are welcome! Tell us which days you can help. It is a good
learning experience and wonderful fellowship.
Call Mary Jane Lucak at 440.376.8196 or Marge Dzmura at
Woodside at 440.526.9696.
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A PERSONAL REFLECTION ON ARCHPRIEST
SERGEI GLAGOLEV
By Fr. John Memorich

Early in the morning of September 1st, 2021 – the Indiction
of the Church New Year – my very dear friend, mentor, and
priestly archetype, Mitered Archpriest Sergei Glagolev, reposed
in the Lord.
I first met Fr. Sergei on December 14, 1980, while he was in
Minneapolis giving a retreat at the Cathedral. Although he
served liturgy and I was an altar boy, I was really introduced
to him in Fr. John Matusiak's basement where we had regular
Sunday evening young adult discussions. I remember that
night fondly, and memorably because Fr. John received a phone
call informing him that Archbishop Kiprian (Borisevich) had
reposed that day.
Fr. Sergei was unlike most of the clergy I had ever seen and grew
up with in my home parish. At that time, almost all the clergy
were clean shaven with short hair, while Fr. Sergei looked like
a priest who walked out of a novel by Dostoyevsky! Long hair,
full beard. Yet what struck me most, was the immense “love”
that exuded from him. Love and joy; dripping. He
was so happy, so loving, so attentive to each of our
questions...I remember thinking, “That’s the kind
of priest I’d like to emulate;” a Seraphim of Sarov
type clergyman who could draw you in by his
spirituality.
Two years later I got to really know Fr. Sergei when
I went to St. Vladimir’s Seminary, not only as a
professor, but more so while I lived and worked at
the OCA Chancery in Syosset.
I relished this unique opportunity to get to know he and his
family on a personal level and listen to all his wondrous,
amazing stories. Yet one sticks out in my mind more than all
the others.
Once, over a glass of single-malt scotch, we were just talking
when I asked what made him decide to become a priest (a typical
question all priests ask one another). He told me that his father
was the priest at Sts. Peter and Paul in Loraine, OH. And one
day, after liturgy, the kids all went out to play while the adults
held their annual parish meeting inside the church. However,
Fr. Sergei was interested to see what was going on inside the
church. So, he pulled up a garbage can, climbed atop it, and
peeked into the window. And there were all the parishioners,
seated in the pews, with his father at a small table in front of
the iconostas. He was shocked to see all these people who were
yelling at and complaining to his father...basically ranting and
having “their chance” to be heard.
As this young boy looked in horror at his father just sitting there
talking all that abuse and not saying a single word, Fr. Sergei
said, “That was the moment I knew I wanted to be a priest.
Because if my father, who was a good man and a good priest,
could sit and endure all the abuse and accusations railed against
him, there really must be something to the Holy Priesthood.”
What an intriguing, yet beautiful story. He saw in that moment,
amidst all that chaos, commotion, and confusion – one of
those great, but common, paradoxes of the New Testament:
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“For when I am weak, then I am made strong” (2nd Corinthians
12:10). On the surface, what was happening to his father seemed
self-contradictory, but through the eyes of faith, prayer, and a
discerning heart, Fr. Sergei witnessed on a much deeper level
that St. Paul had also experienced amidst his own arrests and
persecutions. Like the Apostle Paul, Fr. Sergei’s father must
have found spiritual solace in the horrible things that happened
to him in his life because, when he was beaten down, he could
feel the fullness of God’s power in him the most. The more
apparent Paul’s weaknesses were, the more obvious it was that
his successes came from Jesus. In essence, Paul’s weaknesses
opened a space for God’s strength.
It was that strength which made his father a man of love, a
“priest of love,” for love “bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things” (1st Cor. 13:7). This is the
love that ignited Fr. Sergei’s heart and led him towards the
Holy Priesthood. This is the love that governed and guided his
spiritual life. This is the love which, having opened himself to
receive freely from God, he freely and overabundantly exuded
and spread throughout his ministry; offering hope, consolation,
and courage to those in need, and imparting grace that readily
dripped from his heart, mouth, and actions. A True man of
Christ and servitor of our Lord.
I’ve used this story many times in sermons and
while teaching, and I love to pass it along to
other clergy, especially to those newly ordained
or entering seminary. It would be my hope that,
though they may have never met the man, could
use Fr. Sergei’s experience as a signpost or mile
marker on their own journey of the Cross.
I have many other fond memories of Fr. Sergei
– most of them while working at the Chancery.
He had the incredible ability to maintain his priestly stature,
yet remained quite child-like, youthful. One time during an
afternoon break, some of the staff had a rubber band fight.
To see Fr. Sergei, this great man and great musician peeking
around the corner of his office and shooting rubber bands at me
always makes me smile. That and the time he and his family
all wore silkscreened “Halupki Fest” t-shirts to my end of the
summer thankyou meal for all the chancery staff. During one
All American Council Fr. Sergei came up to me and, opening his
cassock, proudly displayed that same t-shirt saying, “I wore this
for you!” He truly was a man of JOY, and thus, a joy to be around.
I remember when their home caught fire and, though it was put
out quickly, Fr. Sergei was worried about all of his old books and
music. Luckily, since they were packed so tightly together on
bookshelves, they were spared. However, Fr. Sergei had to spend
hours using a brill-o pad or steel wool to rub off the char from the
tops of the pages that were exposed. Still, he never complained
was ever thankful no one was hurt and that nothing major had
been destroyed.
In recent times we’ve lost so many pillars of our Church, men
who helped shape and define the Orthodox Church in America:
Metropolitan Theodosius, Frs. Thomas Hopko, Paul Lazor, Daniel
Hubiak, Daniel Ressetar, Leonid Kishkovsky, John Matusiak,
and now Fr. Sergei. Sadly we very few clergy who are of their
stature to take their place.
Many Church Fathers, such as St. John Chrysostom and St.

Gregory the Theologian, poetically describe the priest as a bridge between heaven and earth, or a ladder leading upward; symbolizing
that his task is to keep the world of God and the world of man connected. And St. Paul, one of Christ’s first and greatest priests,
describes all priests when he says, “...we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through us” (I Corinthians 5:20).
Yet in the end, the greatest attribute of a priest/pastor is that he be a lover of mankind. Not a preacher, not a theologian, not
an administrator, not a counselor – but one who incarnates the very love of Jesus Christ to His people. That example of love,
manifested by the priest to his parishioners will be the preacher, teacher, theologian, administrator, and counselor. This was who
and what Fr. Sergei was: the epitome of God’s love incarnate.
Thus, in humble emulation, I send all my love and prayers out to Matushka Gerry, Tia, Marina, John & Christine and their families.
May the Kingdom of Heaven be His. May his Memory be Eternal!

PARISH YOUTH & SUNDAY SCHOOL
JR. R CLUB HARVEST BRUNCH COFFEE HOUR SAVE THE DATE

Please SAVE THE DATE of Sunday, October 31 for a special Jr. R Club sponsored Coffee Hour
- which will serve as thier “Harvest Brunch” this year. More information will be coming in
the weekly bulletin! We hope to see you there!

HALOS ON FACEBOOK

Join our Facebook group Archangel Michael Halos to stay up to date on our events for the
2021–2022 calendar year! Or text Sarah at 330-592-7153. Halos is for toddlers to age 12 and
their families.

ST. VLADIMIR’S CAMP & RETREAT CENTER CLAMBAKE
FUNDRAISER

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
2021-22 School Year
Preschool...................... Maryann Deyling
1st / Kindergarten.............Steve Kovalak
2nd Grade............................Kathy Kovalak
3rd / 4th Grade......................Liz Herberth
5th / 6th Grade....................Larissa Young
& Pat Hanchuk
7th/8th/9th................ Dn. Daniel Kovalak
10th Grade Plus................. Tim Klembara

Thanks to everyone who supported the St. Vladimir’s Camp Clam Bake! We had a record turn out and we were so happy to see new
faces, out-of-town faces, and our stalwart supporters faces! We don’t have all of our bills in yet, so look for an article in next month’s
Archangel to see what we were able to give to St. Vladimir’s Camp!

SUNDAE SUNDAY

The Sunday School will be holding their annual “Sundae Sunday” on Sunday, October 10 during coffee hour. Enjoy ice cream
sundae’s with all the fixins!

SCHOLARSHIP & TUITION ASSISTANCE

Scholarship Recipients: The Scholarship Committee of Archangel Michael Orthodox Church is pleased to announce the following
scholarship recipients.
• Hudson Louie is a freshman at DePaul University studying Film and Television.
• Christina Turk is a sophomore at Kent State University studying Interior Design.
• Katya Kovalak is a junior at the University of Akron studying Financial Planning.
• Nicole Gaydos is a master’s degree student at Cleveland State University studying School Psychology.
The parish congratulates all of the recipients and wishes them well in their educational pursuits!
Tuition Assistance Program: The following students received tuition assistance for the previous school year (2020-2021).
• Rachael Supina was in a master’s program studying Aerospace Engineering
• Brian Supina was at Kent State University studying Recreation Park and Tourism Management.
• Christina Turk was a freshman at Kent State University studying Interior Design.
• Larissa Gaborick was a junior at Kent State University studying Biology and Music.
• Emily Gaborick was a freshman at Bowling Green University with an undecided major.
• Danny Kovalak was a senior at Butler University majoring in Actuarial Science
• Katya Kovalak was a sophomore at the University of Akron studying Financial Planning.
Congratulations to all the TAP recipients.
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2 .............................. Dan Herzak
2 ................. Patricia Klembara
3 .......................Charles Herzak
4 ............................. Joan Benny
5 .....................Katelyn Kormos
5 .....................Weston Wallace
6 ............................. Patty Muzic
6 ............................ Alex Meklus
7 .............................. Lisa Burton
7 ........................... Nick Kormos
7 ..........Brooklyn Malinowski
8 ......................... Jacob Kormos
8 ......................... Peter Rivacuk
9 ....................Stephen Ramsay
9 ................... Stephan Kovalak
10 ................... Mark Ropchock
10 ...................Marina Mindala
12 .......................... Dan Kormos
12 ........................ Monica Allen
14 ...................... Sofia Smyczek
14 ............. Lexus Kasubienski
15 ................ Kathleen Kormos
17 ..............................John Sima
17 ................... Malorie Kormos
18 .............................. Julie Weis
19 ....................... Adam Leibold
19 ...................... Sandra Uhrina
21 .................. Sara Strongosky
21 ................... Tanya Niezgoda
22................... Beverly Severns
23 ................Michael Bohurjak
23 ................ Russell Kogler Sr.
24......................Marge Kormos
24................ Gregory Bohurjak
24......................... Linda Hilbert
26.................... Joshua Neilsen
26............... Susannah Neilsen
27 .............. Timothy Hanchuk
28.......................... Ruth Herzak
29................... Darlene Hudeck
30................. Joshua Bohurjak
30.......................... Vivian Plaza
31 .................. Nancy Misichko
31 ................... Belinda Weaver

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

October 25
Mark & Patricia Andrasek

October 20
Len & Darlene Dimitrijevs

October 18
John & Pat Sima

October 13
Dan & Therese Bohurjak

October 12
Zach & Ligia Yurch

October 11
Adam & Christine Leibold

October 10
Edward & Karen Visocky
Nate & Paula Allen

October 9
John & Angelika Mindala

October 8
Peter & Stephanie Rivacuk

October 7
Jeff & Marie Neilsen

October 5
Jerry & Cynthia Yurch
Andrew & Anna Hayes

October 4
Dennis & Sue Schlekie

October 3
Tony & Gayle Klich
Michael & Mary Herzak

October 1
Nick & Jessica Gaydos

OCTOBER
ANNIVERSARIES

Robert Glosik
Luke Hanchuk
Timothy Hanchuk
Thomas Herberth
Daniel Hornik
Anne Kallay
Kay Klarr
Margaret Kormos
James Kormos

Helen Soroka

NEWLY DEPARTED

Jon Farragher .................................................. (George & JoAnn Farragher’s son)
Nicholas Polcen .............................................. (Parishioner)
Jacob Stankiewicz ......................................... (Donna Tesar’s neighbor)

SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES

Martha Musil
Mark Nestor
Kathy Nestor
Kristina Polcen
Rick Polcen
Drew Ramsay
Candace Ropchock
Helen Ropchock
Christia Schutt

John Sima
Pat Sima
George Strongosky
Elizabeth Sutyak
Monica Visocky
Cynthia Yurch
Jerome Yurch

Joseph Kocab...................................... (Cousin of the Tesar family)
Marianne Kormos ..................................... (Kathy Kovalak’s sister)
Mat. Myra Kovalak......................... (Bob Kovalak’s sister-in-law)
Sam Kuchta ................................................ (Monica Polcen’s Uncle)
Annamarie Luvison ......................... (Child, Niece of Nadine Ellis)
Ryan Maichrye................................... (Cousin of the Tesar family)
John Memorich.......................................................... (Fr. John’s dad)
Rick Molodec ....................................... (Tesar & Wienclaw Cousin)
Sam Noah ............................... (Mindala / Uhrina Brother-In-Law)
Jill Olecki ......................................................... (Sue Schlekie’s niece)
Mat. Theodora Ressetar ............................... (Former Parishioner)
Craig Richardson ........................... (Friend of Candace Ropchock)
Karen Harley Reynolds ....................... (Tesar & Wienclaw sister)
June Sabo ...................... (Granddaughter of John & Jacque Sabo)
Joey Shaluha ............................ (Ed & Karen Visocky’s grandson)
Ayla Grace Slivka ................................ (Friend of Phil & Judi Wienclaw)
Debbie Smith .........................................................(Sue Rigby’s sister)
Gary Yacobian .................................................. (Sipko family friend)
Michael Yacobian ............................................ (Sipko family friend

Annette Lapso
Donald Lazar
Mary Jane Lucak
Robert Lucak
Sandy Mehalik
Alex Meklus
Alexandria Mikulicz
Carol Milla

Metropolitan Herman .......................... (Retired OCA Metroplitan)
Archpriest Daniel Kovalak ..................... (Bob Kovalak’s brother)
Archpriest Myron Manzuk .............................. (Fr. John’s cousin)
V. Rev. Fr. Andrew Nelko ......... (St. John the Baptist, Campbell)
Mat. Anna Andrew .............................................. (Fr. John’s cousin)
Jamie Arrango ......................... (Friend of many FOCA members)
Ella Baciak...................................................... (Donna Tesar’s friend)
Bruce Baughman ...........................................(Vivian Plaza’s father)
Cathy Basom ........................................................ (Friend of Fr. John)
Denise Bittner ................................ (Mike & Pat Bittner’s daughter)
Sue Brown ......................................... (Friend of Joanna Farragher)
Vivian Cifranic................................ (Vivian Plaza’s grandmother)
William Cook ................................................... (John Cook’s brother)
Michelle Zdinak Frampton ........................... (friend of the parish)
Debbie Geletka ................................................. (Former Parishioner)
Guy Green ................................... (Len Dimitrijev’s brother-in-law)
Maria Horbath............................................ (Terri Baranich’s friend)
Geraldine Irvin .............................................. (Donna Tesar’s friend)

SPECIAL INTENTIONS & PRAYERS

Christine Arkutik
Terri Baranich
Joan Benny
Sandy Bohurjak
Andrew Buswell
Marianne Buswell
Brett Deyling
Walter Dimitrijevs
John Gaborick

PARISHIONERS

Brandon & Sarah (Green) Boggess; Noah & Jennifer Klembara; Richard & Rachel Kowalchik

WITH CHILD

ST. JAMES PRAYER LIST
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9am – Sun. School
Between the Pews

9am – Sun. School
Between the Pews

9am – Sun. School
Between the Pews

9am – Sun. School
Between the Pews

10am – Divine Liturgy
(Live Stream)

31

10am – Divine Liturgy
(Live Stream)

9am – Sun. School
Between the Pews

24

10am – Divine Liturgy
(Live Stream)

17

Sundae Sunday

10am – Divine Liturgy
(Live Stream)

10

10am – Divine Liturgy
(Live Stream)

3

MONDAY

TUESDAY

25

7:30pm – 100th
Anniversary
Committee

7:30am – Hierarchical
Divine Liturgy

7pm – Bingo
Committee Meeting
(Church)

26

7pm – Adult Education
“Bylaws”

19

DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY

18

12

DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY

7pm – Adult Education
“Bylaws”

5

11

4

OCTOBER

SUNDAY

27

20
7:30pm – Board of
Trustees (Zoom)

10am – Samaritans

7:00 am – Divine
Liturgy

DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY

13

6

WEDNESDAY

28

21

14

7

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

29

22

15

8

9am – Festal Divine
Liturgy at Holy Trinity

1

SATURDAY

30

5pm – Great Vespers

23

Indian Orthodox
Church Tour & Talk

NO VESPERS

5pm – Great Vespers

9am – FOCA Ohio
District Convention

5pm – Great Vespers

16

9

2
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Many years ago, the late Archbishop John of San Francisco sent
me as Chancellor of the Western States to confirm on his behalf
a young priest as parish pastor. I could see that the parishioners
seemed to like the young man, and so I was emboldened to ask
one of the men on the Parish Council how the priest was doing
during his first year in the parish. The man sighed and said, “Oh,
he’s alright, I guess, but all he ever talks about is love.” What else
is there to talk about, I remember thinking, God the Father having
delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the
Kingdom of the Son of His Love (Col. 1:13). “Owe no one anything
except to love one another; for he who loves another has fulfilled
the law…love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore
love is the fulfillment of the law” (Rom 13:8,10).
But I knew where that parishioner was coming from:
all that talk about “knowing each other, loving one
another,” made him feel vulnerable. Why not talk
about the “rules” – surely, that feels more “religious:”
what makes us more “Orthodox,” – the rules, you
know: when to stand, sit, kneel and cross yourself,
what not to eat and when, what text to use, what not
to omit, how to dress, for whom you can or cannot
pray – you know, the rules.
I invited the same Archbishop John to address the San
Francisco Cathedral Sisterhood during one Great Fast
– it was his Cathedral, and he knew the women well. He spoke
for more than an hour about the meaning of Christian fasting.
At the end, a cathedral lady stood up and protested, “But, your
Eminence, you have not told us what we can or cannot eat!” With
a deep sigh – and yet with a twinkle in his eye, the Archbishop
answered, “Dear ladies, don’t eat each other.” [At this point the
clergy all laughed loudly and Fr. Sergei said off the cuff, “It’s true,
it really happened; you can’t make things like this up.”] “Above
all things,” St. Peter says to the newly baptized in Christ, “have
fervent love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins”
(I Peter 4:8).
I remember reading for the first time the story of the Grand
Inquisitor, in Dostoyevsky’s Brothers Karamazov while still in
seminary in the 1940’s. You remember how furious the old Cardinal
was over our Lord Jesus appearing in his city and upsetting his
rule of law and order with all that sweet talk about beauty, love,
and forgiveness. Our Lord answered his accuser’s tirade with the
kiss of peace. In the end, it is not “heresy-cleansing,” but beauty
that will save the universe. Christ is the Light, and in the beauty
of His Light shall we see light.
We are pastors because we are called to be “people-persons.”
Surely, we love liturgy as life, for in worship we are called into
the very glory of Christ’s presence. But liturgy and life is also a
relationship: to the Holy Trinity, to the Theotokos and all the angels
and saints, and not least, a relationship to each other, to those who
worship with us and those who do not, those within and without
liturgy and life. Having offered up the whole cosmos as an act of
love in Christ “in behalf of all and for all,” and having called to
mind each and all, the faithful respond, “and all mankind!” Here
we have to be mindful: I remember years ago how Charlie Brown
so succinctly paraphrased a Dostoyevskian phrase: having had
enough of Lucy, he cries out, “I love all mankind, it’s people I can’t
stand!” It’s easy to love the presbyterium, the Brotherhood; it’s the
“brother” who’s hard to take.

commentary on Our Lord’s restoration and commission of St.
Peter (John 21). “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” – our
Lord asks St. Peter thrice (thereby absolving the three-times
denial). “Yes, Lord, You know that I love You,” St. Peter replies
thrice. “Then feed My Lambs. Tend My Sheep. Feed My Sheep.”
Of course, Jesus knows Peter loves Him. Chrysostom says Our
Lord here speaks of His own love for each and every member of
His Precious Body the Church – and those who are yet to come,
as well as those who are yet to turn away from their denial – for
all, in behalf of all. Our Lord is saying to St. Peter – and thus to all
who pastor: Love Me – love My Sheep. Love Me – feed My Lambs.
Love Me – tend to My Sheep. Love Me – feed My Sheep. If you
love Me, you must love them with My love.
Returning from the reconstruction of St. Catherine’s
Church of the Orthodox Church in America’s
Representation in Moscow last month, our delegation
stopped briefly in Helsinki for a visit with Metropolitan
Leo and the vibrant Orthodox Church of Finland. The
Finnish Orthodox woman who was guiding us on the
Metropolitan’s behalf was giving us some insights
into Finnish character. She remarked that Finnish
representatives who are sent to Western Europe and
North America have to take special courses in small
talk and pleasantries because trivial conversation is
not part of Finnish national culture. She demonstrated
with an anecdote about a Finnish couple who was
married for 48 years. One evening the wife burst into
tears and could not be comforted. After much prodding by her
bewildered husband, she blurted out that on their wedding day,
he told her that he loved her, but has never said he loved her ever
since. “Darling,” said the husband, “if I ever change my mind, I’ll
tell you.”
As you know, St. Herman, our first North American Saint, was
from Valaamo in Finland (thus he was probably a man of few
words). Yet you see how in Christ he adapted to the needs of
his Native American people. For the cover of the Akathist of
the Canonization of St. Herman of Alaska in 1970, Fr. Vladimir
Borichevsky chose a drawing of St. Herman giving cookies he
baked to delighted Aleut children. In Christ, he found ways to
tell his new American family that he loved them. He showed
them that he loved them. Of course, you know that no matter
what we do, somebody is going to criticize. Fr. Borichevsky was
lambasted. Of all the writings we have about St. Herman, surely
baking and giving cookies to delight children hardly depicts the
sanctity of the man! It doesn’t? The critic completely missed the
point, didn’t he. Didn’t he?
Please, dear brothers, don’t wait any longer to tell the flock Christ
has entrusted to you, that you love them. Show them that you
love them. And when they stray, gather them together, and bring
them back to Christ. “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me? Then
tend to My Sheep.”
I am an old man, and our Lord may not give me another chance
to speak to you. Later, when people might ask what I had to say,
tell them that all I ever talked about was love.
God bless you each and every one.
Pray for me, a sinner.
Thank you for your patience.
Archpriest Sergei Glagolev

I read recently an excerpt from St. John Chrysostom’s Johanine
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STEWARDSHIP
2021 FINANCIAL UPDATE
(as of September 26, 2021)

Total Pledge Units for 2021..............................................................208
Total Amount Pledged....................................................... $273,924.00
Total Amount Received.......................................................$211,828.00
2021 Pledge Balance...................................................................$73,1.00
Givers with No Pledge......................................................................... 24
2021 Non-Pledge Gifts............................................................. $9,881.00
(Givers with no pledge are those members who did not turn in
a Pledge Card for the 2021 year, but have given some donation
in 2021 that was counted as a pledge.)
GENERAL FUND INCOME UPDATE
Candle Desk...............................................................................$4,900.02
Candles........................................................................................$5,042.00
Children’s Offering........................................................................ $39.00
Christmas Offering....................................................................... $70.00
Easter Flowers..........................................................................$2,045.00
Easter Offering..........................................................................$3,433.00
Flowers........................................................................................... $695.00
Memorials.................................................................................. $5,796.65
Offerings - Loose Cash...............................................................$467.00
Offerings...................................................................................... $3,455.00
Other Income............................................................................$18,716.67
**Pledge Contribution.........................................................$204,129.00
Special Gifts..................................................................................$408.00
Special Occasion Offering...................................................... $1,195.00
Sunday School............................................................................. $243.88
TOTALS..............................................................................$250,635.22
**Pledge Contribution is Year To Date and does not include 2021
Pledge Contributions received between Ocotber and December
31, 2020.
Average Weekly Collection (39 Weeks)......................... $6,425.54
Average Weekly Expense..................................................$6,542.00

Direct Payment from Your Bank
If you wish to have your financial institution send your donation
directly to the church, you can contact your bank and set up
“Archangel Michael Orthodox Church” as a Direct Payment
recipient. Often times, this can easily be done through online
banking. You can then set the frequency and amount of your
donation, and the bank sends a check directly to the church on
your behalf.
Church Envelopes
Please contact the Church Office if you want to: (a) receive
envelopes weekly or monthly; (b) stop envelopes; (c) correct
information on the envelope (including the title, e.g., from Mrs.
to Mr. & Mrs.).
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SPECIAL FUNDS INCOME UPDATE

(January 1, 2021 through September 26, 2021)

Parishioner Donations to Special Funds
Charity (11 donors)................................................................. $2,043.00
Endowment (3 donors).............................................................$550.00
Improvement (6 donors)..........................................................$526.50
Library (1 donor)...........................................................................$20.00
Renovation (3 donors)...............................................................$228.00
Tuition Assistance (1 donor).....................................................$30.00
PARISHIONER DONATIONS............................................$3,3,97.50
Average Weekly Donations (39 Weeks)..............................$87.15

Misc. Special Funds Deposits
Grave Sales (Endowment)..................................................$21,450.00
Orphanage (Charity - Earmarked).................................. $50,000.00
Craft Fair (Charity)..................................................................$1,480.00
Video System (Improvement - Earmarked).................. $41,310.43
MISC. SPECIAL FUNDS DESPOSITS............................$112,310.43
MEMORIAL DONATIONS

(January 1, 2021 through September 26, 2021)

Memory of Michael Kochan....................................................... $91.65
Memory of Pdn. Dennis & Mat. Helen Lucak....................... $25.00
Memory of Elsie Matiach......................................................... $130.00
Memory of Olga Matsko (To Endowment)..........................$400.00
Memory of Michael Meczka................................................. $3,350.00
Memory of Mary Quidort..........................................................$900.00
Memory of Barbara Supra.......................................................... $50.00
Memory of Joseph Sutyak....................................................... $750.00
Memory of Marge Voloschuk.................................................... $50.00
Memory of Anna Yacyshyn....................................................... $50.00
TOTAL MEMORIAL DONATIONS..................................... $5,796.65

CHARITABLE BEQUESTS
Have you thought about what will happen to your
Church after you pass from this earth? Do you feel
you might want to provide some financial assistance,
but are not exactly sure what or how this might be
accomplished?
If you would like further information on how you
can provide future financial aid to our Church, please
contact Fr. John, your financial advisor, or your family
attorney on this matter.

HEADLINES AROUND THE OCA
FROM OCA.ORG

September 29, 2021
Communique of the Holy Synod of
Bishops of the Orthodox Church in
America
September 29, 2021
His Beatitude Addresses Albanian
Archdiocesan Assembly
September 20, 2021
Online Sight-Singing and Ear Training
Course To Begin October 4
(visit www.OCA.org to read the latest
news)

Shop at smile.amazon.com and search for “Archangel Michael
Orthodox Church” and .5% of your purchase will be donated
back to our parish!

IN MEMORIAM: ARCHPRIEST FR. ANASTASY RICHTER

Fr. Stacy was a member of the Cleveland Deanery in the recent past

CHESTERTON, IN [DOM Communications] – The Archpriest Fr. Anastasy Richter, known by family and
friends as Stacey Richter, beloved husband to Trudi Richter and father to his three daughters Michal, Anika,
and Sarah, and Pastor of St. Elizabeth the New Martyr Orthodox Church in Chesterton, Indiana, unexpectedly
fell asleep in the Lord on September 5, 2021.
He is survived by his immediate family; his wife Trudi (Goertzen) Richter, his children, Michal and her fiance
Carlos, and twin daughters Sarah and Anika, his identical twin brother Kirby, sister-in-law Loretta and
nephew Alex, his parents Wendell and Jean Richter, mother-in-law Katherine Goertzen, and many beloved
brothers- and sisters-in-law, nieces, nephews and cousins.
He is predeceased by his mother Catherine Degelman Moore, step-father Scotty Allen Jarvis, father-in-law
Johann Goertzen, grandparents Arthur Moore and Cecilia Ann Degelman and Henry Emil Richter and Doreen
Jessie Kelly.
Fr. Stacey was born with his identical twin brother on December 22, 1968 in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. He met his wife Trudi at
Camp Arnes in Manitoba in the summer of 1988 and they were married on May 8, 1993. They were happily married for 28 years. In
March of 1995, he graduated with his Geological Engineering degree from the University of Manitoba which led him to work as a
mining and ventilation engineer in northern Manitoba. Fr. Anastasy often shared about his calling to life in the Church well before
finishing his engineering degree. He was encouraged by a good pastor and friend to complete his degree before entering seminary.
In 1997, together with his wife and eldest daughter, he began seminary at St. Andrew’s College in Winnipeg and graduated with his
bachelor’s degree in Biblical Studies. Fr. Anastasy was ordained to the priesthood in August 2001.
He served 20 years as a priest in the Orthodox Church of America (OCA) at many parishes across the United States and Canada: St.
Herman of Alaska in Edmonton, Alberta, Holy Trinity in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, St. Mary’s Orthodox Cathedral in Minneapolis,
Minnesota, Holy Assumption in Canton, Ohio, St. Peter the Aleut in Minot, North Dakota, and finally, St. Elizabeth the New Martyr
in Chesterton, Indiana. He was truly a father to many and by God’s grace brought many souls to the Faith.

PARISHIONERS LIVING IN NURSING HOMES

Please see the list below of our parishioners living in nursing home facilities.
Joan Benny......................... The Inn at Apple Ridge............................. 3308 Brecksville Road ................................Richfield, Ohio 44286.................. 234.400.0207
Kay Klarr.............................. Vista Springs Greenbrian........................ 8668 Day Drive #202....................................Parma, OH 44129..........................440.340.4022
Marge Kormos.................... Danbury Senior Living.............................. 9500 Broadview Road #102........................Broadview Hts., OH 44147..........440.262.2617
Donald Lazar....................... Laurel Lake Retirment.............................. 200 Laurel Lake Dr. Apt G-204..................Hudson, OH 44236........................330.528.6266
Alexandra Mikulicz.......... Independence Village Senior Living.... 505 S. Chillicothe Rd., Apt. 265.................Aurora, OH 44202.......................... 330.995.3712
Betty Sutyak........................ Parkside Village Sr. Community........... 730 N. Spring Road #221.............................Westerville, OH 43082
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CHURCH INFORMATION
Moving or have Contact Info Updates?
Please contact the church office to update
your address and or phone number by
emailing info@stmichaelscleveland.org
or calling 440.526.5192.
Candles / Prayers / Flowers
Contact the church office if you would like
order candles, flowers or have prayers in
church in honor or memory of your loved
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ones. Flowers are $65 for a bouquet, and
candles range from $3 to $30, depending
on what you would like. The church
office will purchase the flowers for you
and they will be delivered the Friday
before the requested service / date.
Vesperal Liturgies
All vesperal liturgies will start at 7:00 pm.

St. James Prayer List
Contact the church office to have a name
added to or removed from the St. James
Prayer list. The list is published each
month in the Archangel, and weekly
edits to the list are printed in the Weekly
Bulletin.

Mention this ad and we will donate $250 from your sale or purchase to
St. Michael's Russian Orthodox Church.
Buy, Sell, or Invest with the Best!
216.309.0567
brock@apexteamohio.com

www.apexteamohio.com

State License
#13728

www.approvedplumbing.com

Dennis M. Schlekie

Owner / Master Plumber
770 Ken Mar Industrial Parkway
Broadview Hts .Ohio 44147

Phone: (440) 526-2905
Fax: (440) 546-7698
Dennis@ApprovedPlumbing.com

Theodore J. “Ted” Kirsh
Funeral Director, Parishioner
7501 Ridge Road • Parma, Ohio 44129 • 440.842.7800
tkirsh@buschcares.com

LLC
Dr. George N. Glosik
Dr. Robert J. Glosik
Dr. Cheri J. Andler

(216) 642-7373

7305 Broadview Road
Seven Hills, OH 44131
oa@drsglosik.com
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OCTOBER 2021

TOUR, TALK, & VESPERS

On Saturday, October 23, at 4:30, Fr. John has scheduled a visit to St. Gregorios Indian Orthodox Church, 1252 East Aurora Road,
Macedonia, OH. Their pastor, Fr. James, will give us a tour of their church and a history of the Indian Orthodox Church, which was
founded by St. Thomas, the Apostle. Afterwards we will celebrate vespers and hear their ancient chanting techniques and then a
meal will be provided by our gracious hosts.
If you are at interested in attending this event, please RSVP to the church office no later than October 20. This should be an interesting
outing and help us promote our common love and affection for our sister parish.
St Gregorios Malankara Orthodox Church of Cleveland, Ohio is a parish under the South-West American Diocese of the Malankara
Orthodox Syrian Church whose primate is the Catholicos of the East.
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