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Simon of Cyrene: The Man Who Helped Jesus Carry His Cross
By Very Rev. Fr. John Memorich

I have always been rather fond of books or movies where a simple, average somebody gets pulled into a situation, a victim by
sheer happenstance, and their life becomes completely altered or changed; frenzied and spun out-of-control. Alfred Hitchcock is
famous for such types of films. Think of the man characters in North by Northwest; Saboteur; The 39 Steps; The Man Who Knew
Too Much; and I Confess.
In a sense, this is exactly what happens to Simon of Cyrene who, while traveling from afar (Cyrene is located in North Africa
in eastern Libya), accidentally witnesses this ghastly procession of criminals on their way to execution. Whether Simon felt
any sympathy for Jesus, the scriptures do not say; yet as a simple bystander he is suddenly cast into the biblical limelight and
compelled by the Roman soldiers to help Jesus carry His cross; forced to help because Jesus’ bruised, beaten, and bloodied body
was all too exhausted and fragile to bear that entire weight alone. Whether he was the “wrong man in the wrong place” or the
“right man in the right place,” will be bourn-out after the fact.
First, it is important to point out that Simon is mentioned in three of the four gospel accounts of the Passion: Sts. Matthew, Mark,
and Luke.

•
•
•

“As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene,
Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry
his cross.” — Matthew 27:32
“And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene,
who was coming in from the country, the father of
Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross.” — Mark
15:21
“And as they led him away, they seized one Simon
of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country,
and laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus.”
— Luke 23:26

Although each verse relates something a bit different,
Simon is nonetheless forever memorialized for the part
he played in Christ’s Passion. So why is Simon’s name
singled out when so many other biblical characters
and ‘bystanders” go un-named? And why does Mark
mention Simon’s sons, Alexander and Rufus?
These three gospel accounts undoubtedly name them to provide an authoritative “testimonial” to the truth, credibility, and
accuracy of what historically occurred and was being recorded. Perhaps Simon and his sons were still alive during the time
Mark, who published his gospel around 95 A.D. was preaching and compiling it. And since tradition states that Simon and his
sons become followers of Christ, they must have held some prominence in the amongst the early Christians and anyone in
the Early Church could have sought them out to corroborate this event. It is also suggested by many scholars that the “Rufus”
mentioned and thanked by St. Paul in Romans 16:13 is Simon’s son.
Secondly, we should not overlook the fact that Jesus needed help carrying His cross. It might seem rather obvious given the
tragic state of Christ’s brutalized body, but on the other hand it is certainly profound that Jesus, God incarnate, would need man’s
assistance within such a monumental act. Yet if God is capable of anything, why, then, does He need the assistance of a random
spectator?
Continued on page 4

FROM THE PRESIDENT
Greetings from a chartered bus, the first of two back-to-back
Disney trips I am making this spring as part of my work. The first
is with the Medina High School Musical Bees Marching Band and
the other is with Wadsworth High School’s marching band. Each
bus ride is 22 hours each way. Needless to say, I have plenty of
time to write!
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www.StMichaelsCleveland.org

My articles are winding down as we prepare for our new Board
of Trustees members to be sworn in. I do need to apologize to our
new Assistant Financial Secretary Fran Foster as I had neglected
to mention her in the last Archangel. Welcome Fran! Your voice is welcomed.
Your Board of Trustees have been busy as always. Among our latest activities, we formed
a committee to find a new church administrator; the team has finalized the job description
and we hope to have the position filled as soon as possible.

Woodside Event Center
at St. Michael’s

We also listened to parishioners regarding this upcoming Pascha. The majority in our poll
preferred an evening start, so our Pascha services will start at 10:30pm Saturday evening,
progressing through Divine Liturgy and the blessing of baskets.

Metropolitan Tikhon
Primate
Orthodox Church in America

This brings back a fond memory for me. Many of you know I grew up Mormon in Salt
Lake City, Utah. One of my best friends, Greg Floor, was Greek Orthodox. I did not know
very much about the Orthodox Church then, but I was always invited to a gigantic feast at
their house for their Paschal celebration. I never understood why they waited until 2am to
start this party.
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Ben Wharton
Choir Director
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Church School
Greg Mindala
Woodside Board President
Becky Tesar & Melissa Tesar
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Denise Silon Louie
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Joan Benny, Helen Gaborick, &
Patricia Patrick, labeling

Greg and I played in a jazz group for many years and we toured all over France and
Switzerland together. Fast forward a few years and Greg served as our best man. Fast
forward a few more years to today, and Father Greg Floor now serves as head priest at St.
George Greek Orthodox Church in Lowell, Massachusetts, near Boston. It is truly the work
of God how I became Orthodox. Ask
me sometime if you would like to
know.
To come full circle, I am very happy
to be celebrating Pascha in the way
that I was first introduced to do.
I do value writing to you each
month and know I will miss
sharing what we, your Board of
Trustees, are doing. I am confident
the new board will do great things
for our parish as it is filled with
great and caring people.
In Christ, Ryun Louie

Ryun Louie and Joseph Sekerek each holding the troitsa
on their joint March 6 birthday, with Sekerek celebrating
his 90th this year. God grant you many years!

RECEIVE IMPORTANT PARISH UPDATES VIA TEXT

In an ongoing effort to keep our parish community informed and up-to-date with very
important information, you can now receive TEXT MESSAGE updates from the church.
These updates are not sent frequently, but rather when there is information that needs to
be distributed quickly.

TEXT AMOC TO (833) 455-0695

You’ll recieve a confirmation text message. Standard message and data rates apply. The
church cannot add your number, you need to “opt-in” to start receiving the messages.
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Continuing Orthodox Religious Education - CORE
Ecclesiastical Titles
Patriarch
This is the title borne by the heads of certain autocephalous (independent) Churches. The heads of the Churches of
Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem, Russia, Serbia, Bulgaria and Romania all bear this title.
Because of its historical location as the capital of the former Eastern Roman (Byzantine) Empire and its role as the mother
church of most modern Orthodox churches, Constantinople holds a special place of honor within Orthodoxy and serves as the
seat for the Ecumenical Patriarch, who enjoys the status of primus inter pares (first among equals) among the world’s Eastern
Orthodox prelates and is regarded as the representative and spiritual leader of Eastern Orthodox Christians. The heads of other
Churches are entitled Archbishop, (Greece, Albania, Antioch, Cyprus) or Metropolitan (Poland, Czechoslovakia and the Orthodox
Church in America (OCA).
Metropolitan, Archbishop
Originally a Metropolitan was the bishop of the capital or province, while Archbishop was a more general title of honor given to
Bishops of long tenure. The Church of Russia still uses these titles, but the Greek Churches gives the title Metropolitan to every
Diocesan Bishop and the title Archbishop to those who would have been Metropolitan. In Greek churches, (Greece, Albania,
Jerusalem, Antioch, Cyprus) the Archbishop ranks above a Metropolitan, whereas in the Slavic Churches, (Russia, Serbia,
Bulgaria, Romania, OCA) the Metropolitan outranks the Archbishop.
Archimandrite
Originally this title was given to a Monk who was supervising several
monasteries or was the superior of an especially important monastery. Now it is
usually given as a title of honor for distinguished Priestmonks.
Abbot - Igumen
An Abbot/Igumen was the Superior person of a monastery. This is still true
within the Greek Church, but in the Russian Church this is more often a title of
honor given to Priestmonks. In the Russian Church an Igumen ranks below an
Archimandrite.
Archpriest – Protopresbyter
These are titles of honor given to non-monastic Priests, and are generally
equivalent to that of Archimandrite.
Hiermonk and Hierodeacon
A Hiermonk is a Monk (monastic) who happens to be a priest and a Hierodeacon
is a monastic Deacon.
Archdeacon
This is a title of honor given to monastic Deacons – usually those who are
attached to a Bishop.
Protodeacon
This is a title of honor given to Deacons – usually those who are attached to
cathedrals or to Bishops.

Photo credit: Ron Lach | Pexels.com

PARISHIONERS LIVING IN NURSING HOMES

Please see the list below of our parishioners living in nursing home facilities.
Joan Benny......................... Vista Springs Ravinia Estate.................. 6046 Brecksville Road Room 104.............Independence, OH 44131
Marge Kormos.................... Danbury Senior Living.............................. 9500 Broadview Road #102........................Broadview Hts., OH 44147..........440.262.2617
Alexandra Mikulicz.......... Independence Village Senior Living.... 505 S. Chillicothe Rd., Apt. 265.................Aurora, OH 44202.......................... 330.995.3712
Betty Sutyak........................ Parkside Village Sr. Community........... 730 N. Spring Road #221.............................Westerville, OH 43082
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PARISH NEWS
AROUND THE PARISH
CHOIR MEMBERS
All parishioners who are interested in
reading The Hours, the Epistle, or both
are asked to contact Ben Wharton at
benwharton19@gmail.com to have your
name added to the Reading Rotation List.
Alternatively, you may speak with Ben any
Sunday to have your name added. Thank
you!
PAYPAL NOW AVAILABLE
The church is set up to take payments via
PayPal for your convenience. We have
already recieved a few donations via this
method from non-parishioners who have
been watching our live-streams. Please
note, any donations made through PayPal
to the church are charged a small fee.
You will be credited the donated amount
on your giving statement, but the church
receives your donation minus the roughly
3% credit card fee.
IN SEARCH OF CHURCH
ADMINISTRATOR
Archangel Michael is looking for a
part-time employee to fulfill the church
adminstrator role recently vacated by
Phil Tesar. We anticipate the work to
be approximately 15 hours a week on
consistent days in the office. Duties
include recording parishioner donations;
facilitating prayer and candle requests;
editing and graphic design of the bulletin,
newsletter, and electronic sign; website and
sign-up administration; phone inquiries;
and other duties as needed. Please contact
Father John or Ryun Louie for more
information.
WOODSIDE IS HIRING
Woodside is looking to add staff to its Event
Crew. Duties include set-up and tear-down
of events, light cleaning, and other duties
as assigned. Hours will vary based on the
event schedule which is growing. If you or
anyone you know may be looking for parttime work, please contact the Woodside
Staff at 440.526.9696.

Upcoming Halos Event

Hop on over to St. Michael’s gymasium April 1
fro 6:30-8:00 for an EGGcellent Open Gym for all
families following the Akathist service at the
church. Pizza will be provided as well as a fun
Resurrection craft with Easter eggs. Invite your
friends and bring your favorite wheels or balls
to share!

Continued from Front Page....
As Simon helps to carry Jesus’ cross, it is not only a reminder to the reality of
that situation, but also to God’s Own extreme humility. The crowds wanted Christ
to flex and display His omnipotent power amidst this time of utter humiliation,
pain, and agony. That is why they taunted Jesus to “come down from the cross.”
Christ, however, chooses not to appease the crowds and accepted His lot…just as
He promised His Father while praying in the Garden of Gethsemane. This very
withholding of His power goes to the core of Jesus’ nature, who, “though he was
in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of
men” (Philippians 2:6–7).
Thus Jesus, who throughout His earthly ministry used shocking oxy morons
and/or upturned juxtapositions within paradigms and parables (the first shall be
last, the weak made strong, etc.), now allows and accepts help from one of His
Own creatures in carrying the cross. Another strange, discomforting, beautiful,
mysterious, and scandalous at the same time, it’s just another
aspect of God choosing not to act like “God.”
Lastly, since St. Luke mentions that Simon carried the cross “behind Jesus,” in
some metaphysical and perhaps very real way, becomes the first Christian, or
“follower of Christ.”
Before his arrest and betrayal, Jesus said to his would-be followers, “If anyone
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and
follow me” (Luke 9:23). To be a Christian is to live a “cruciform life,” a kind of
existence that is shaped by and through the cross. We bear the cross Jesus
provides for us. This is precisely what Simon did and precisely what we must do
too.
Therefore, Simon of Cyrene, following behind Jesus with the cross, is the
epitome of discipleship.

PARISH TRANSITIONS
Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you:
Dylan Matthew Hayes, son of Andrew and Anna Hayes,
was born March 8 at 6:18pm | 6lbs 9oz
Blessed is the way in which thou shall walk today, O soul:
Joan Shirak reposed in the Lord on March 20 and was buried on March 25
As many as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ:
Richard Nelson Kowalchik, son of Richard & Rachel Kowalchik, was baptized
on March 26
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PARISH NEWS
Committee Delivers Food to Those In Need

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and
you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me....” –Matthew 25:35-36
Archangel Michael Orthodox Church’s Centennial Service and Outreach Committee
recently organized an effort to bring food to the hungry. On Monday, February 21, 2022,
a group of volunteers gathered together in the church basement and prepared meals.
Later that evening, these meals were served at Saint Herman House–an Orthodox
Christian house of hospitality. Its mission is to shelter and support homeless men on
the path to well-being and independence and meet the basic needs of people in the
Cleveland community.
Each month, volunteers from Archangel
Michael will prepare, deliver and serve
a dinner at St. Herman House. This special effort is being organized as part of
celebrations marking our one hundredth year. Please consider helping out as we are
committed to the third Monday of the month. If interested in helping, please contact
Kathy Kovalak, Chair of the Service and Outreach Committee, at 440-842-6639.

Saint Herman House, an Orthodox Christian house of hospitality, is a nonprofit, 501c3, charitable organization committed to serving the homeless
and poor of Ohio City and Cleveland in a spirit of love and hospitality. In
operation since September of 1977, Saint Herman’s is solely owned and
operated by FOCUS (Fellowship of Orthodox Christians United in Service)
North America, which manages outreach centers and programs in cities
around the country. It is under the direction of FOCUS-Cleveland.

God answers knee-mail.

March Madness on Wheels

We had a fantastic turnout of families and a truly impressive array of wheels on display last month with bicycles, tricycles,
rollerblades, scooters, skateboards, hoverboards, big wheels, and even a miniature John Deere tractor.
A few families brought friends along for a total of 46 attendees. Donations were collected for St Herman’s House and Zoe for Life
which were built using cardboard to resemble a tiny town so the kids could deliver the donations to the respective places in a
relay race. Archangel Michael and Mitchell’s Ice Cream Shop was also constructed as part of the tiny town. Fr. John donated
the ice cream which was served as a treat at the end of the night. John Mindala’s team took top honors for the best replica with
their cardboard Archangel Michael Church. The kids truly love the tiny town event where they can free-wheel without coats
and the parents love the opportunity for the kids to burn off some late winter energy without the worry of snow and ice.
We continue to welcome new members — Kari Lawson and her three boys and Veronica Lynagh (soon to be Kormos) and her
two children. Veronica is doing a fabulous job leading the crafts at Halos. Our thanks also goes out to photographer Fr. John.
Clockwise from top
left: Halos gather
for instruction. An
impressive, miniature
John Deere tractor.
The relay race is
about to begin. Relay
race joy. Pizza and ice
cream - every child’s
dream! An even more
impressive winner of
the Tiny Town contest,
an Archangel Michael
Church replica.

APRIL 2022 5

Our Journey to Pascha
Paschal Service Update
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

When I arrived as rector of St. Michael’s 1996, the parish’s Paschal tradition was to celebrate the
11:30 Nocturns followed by Paschal Matins and blessing of baskets. At this point everyone would
go home to eat their paschal foods without concern for the Paschal Eucharist. With education,
over the years people began to realize the importance Holy Communion had upon their lives and
especially on the Feast of Paschal itself. Thus, more and more began holding off and waiting until
after the 10:00 am liturgy to partake of those blessed paschal foods.
When our former choir master, Ted Geletka, was stricken with cancer, he was not physically able
to direct at midnight and again at 10:00 am, so we merged the two services together as a sunrise
paschal service for that year for Ted’s sake. Many parishioners enjoyed this way of celebrating
Pascha and requested that we do it this way, which we did for a few years until COVID. Then, due
to the limitations imposed by way of numbers in attendance, we went back to the old way, so as
to have as many parishioners participate in Great & Holy Pascha as possible, even if not everyone
could receive from the chalice.
Now that COVID has receded, restrictions eased, and we are back to normal, it was brought up
to the Parish Council that we should reevaluate this years Paschal celebration. Thus, we took a
straw vote of the parish, and the two top suggestions were:
A). Celebrate the entire sequence of services in the evening, but begin at an earlier time
B) Celebrate the entire sequence of services as a sunrise service.
Given the pulse of the parish, option “A” received far more ballots. Thus, after intense discussion
amongst the Board, we decided to go with and celebrate our Paschal services all on Saturday
evening, but we will begin at 10:30 instead of 11:30.
In addition, we will celebrate Paschal Vespers with a Procession around the church at 12:00 pm
on Pascha. I will also bless any baskets that are brought at this time, and we will be organizing an
Easter Egg Hunt for the children.
We are fully aware that this decision will not stand well with each and every parishioner, but as
we grow, mature, and move through time, we also must be willing to accept change – no matter
how hard that is.
If you have any questions or comments, these can be directed to Fr. John, our parish President
Ryun Louie, or any member of the Parish Council.
In Christ,
Fr. John

GUIDELINES FOR RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION AT
PRESANCTIFIED LITURGIES
There are three ways in which to prepare to receive Holy Communion at an evening Presanctified liturgy during the Great Lenten season, depending upon your personal abilities.
• Ideally one is expected to keep a complete and total fast (no food or drink) for the entire
day and then partake of a light Lenten meal following the service.
• If one is unable to keep such a rigorous fast, you may eat a small, fast-worthy breakfast
(such as tea and toast) but have no further food or drink until after that evening’s liturgy.
• If one is unable to keep either of the previous two formats, it is permissible to eat a very
light Lenten meal at noon and then begin the fast (no food or drink) with rigor. This third
option, however, should not be considered the norm, but rather the exception, and is generally practiced only by the weak, infirm, or very aged.
If you have further questions or concerns, you may contact me personally or bring them up
during Confession -- Fr. John
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A Lenten Ode
I. The Temple’s dark
The vestments somber
The tone’s morose
The prayers are longer
The censer swings
With smoke uplifting
The pungent odor
Keeps minds from drifting
The Journey’s long
The path is narrow
The gate’s not wide
We fast from marrow
II. The candle burns
With light off-giving
Illuminating the sins
Of both Reposed and living
The time is right
A change must happen
Increased prayer
Our only weapon
Thus fight the good fight
As though life depended
And Find the Lord
Our hearts’ true intended
Archpriest John Memorich 3/21/08

Combined Cleveland Deanery & Akron Area Mission Service

Holy Unction

Sunday April 10, 2022 5:00pm
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, Mogadore OH
-Lenten Meal to FollowIs anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of
the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him
with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith
will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if
he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. (James 5:14-15)
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CELEBRATING 100 YEARS!

HOLY ARCHANGEL MICHAEL ORTHODOX CHURCH
From the Archives

Since 2022 is our 100th anniversary year, we are hoping to collect any memorabilia pertaining to our church history. We will
gladly accept any photos, program books, mementos, etc. that you might wish to contribute. Photos are most appreciated.
Articles may be left in the church lower level marked “church history/Pauline Mehalik” or call Pauline at 330-659-6602. Please
indicate whether or not you want your materials returned.

New Liturgical Items Needed

With our 100th Anniversary fast approaching, there are a number of liturgical items needed to help replace those which are old
and worn. We are looking at replacing some clergy vestments, altar boy robes, altar
cloths, altar covers, as well as some new chalice sets and other liturgical pieces.
Over the years some of you have mentioned that you had monies left over from
relatives’ funerals that you wanted to purchase something for the church. However,
at that time we didn’t need anything. Here in an opportunity to now use that money
and donate in a loved one’s memory.
If you have existing funds that you wish to utilize, or is you simply wish to donate
items yourself or in memory of your family, please see Fr. John and let him now so
that these new liturgical items will be purchased through the year and in place for
our 100th anniversary.

100th Anniversary Save The Date
Sat., April 2, 2022.................................................................................Day-long Educational Retreat
Sat., April 9, 2022.............................................................................Monthly Parastas (No Vespers)
Mon., April 18, 2022........................St. Herman Meal Service & Outreach (FOCUS Cleveland)
Tue., April 29, 2022.....................................................................Bright Friday Family Game Night
Tue., May 10, 2022...........................................................100th Anniversary Committee Meeting

HONORING OUR FALLEN SERVICE MEMBERS - MEMORY ETERNAL!
TEC5 John Kitcho
John was born in Clearfield, Pennsylvania, to Andrew and Mary
Shane Kitcho. He attended John Adams High School in Cleveland before working at Cleveland Pneumatic Tool. In October
1942, John was drafted into the US Army. He was a veteran of
the 329th Infantry, having joined the unit since its first muster.
John was killed in Holzminden, Germany.

TEC5 John Kitcho
July 16, 1922 - April 7 1945

MM3 Michael Cymbal
Mike was born in Monongahela, Pennsylvania, and was the
stepson of Frank and Mary Lichko Rahel. He joined the US Navy
in January 1940 and was shipped to San Diego, California, before
serving aboard the USS Albemarle, the USS Winslow, and the
USS Snyder. His last ship assignment was the USS Mannert L.
Abele (DD-733) where he served as a Machinist’s Mate Third
Class. He was among 84 casualties when his ship was sunk by
an Ohka suicide flying bomb during the Battle of Okinawa.

MM3 Michael Cymbal
1919 - April 19, 1945

These mini “bios” have been prepared for fallen service members who were parishioners of Holy Archangel
Michael Orthodox Church. Thank you to Hudson Louie for researching and presenting this information.
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CELEBRATING 100 YEARS!

HOLY ARCHANGEL MICHAEL ORTHODOX CHURCH

RETREAT: Living an Orthodox Christian Life in the 21st Century
Navigating the ever-changing social landscape facing today’s Orthodox Christians

In celebration of the Centennial Anniversary of Archangel Michael Orthodox Church, we invite you to join us for our
second educational event. This all day Lenten retreat will explore navigating
the ever-changing social landscape facing today’s Orthodox Christians. The
retreat will be led by Fr. Joshua Makoul.
Check-in will begin at 10 am and continental breakfast refreshments will be
served. The retreat will begin at 11 am. Lunch will be served at approximately
1 pm and the retreat will continue until approximately 4:30 pm. Attendees are
invited to join us for Vespers at 5 pm at Archangel Michael Orthodox Church.
Fr. Joshua Makoul
Fr. Joshua Makoul worked in the counseling field for sixteen years in family-based,
school-based, and outpatient settings and
has served as the dean of St. George Cathedral in Pittsburgh since 2012. He received
training in family therapy at the Philadelphia Child Guidance Center and in cognitive behavior therapy at the Philadelphia
College of Osteopathic Medicine. Fr. Joshua
earned his bachelor’s degree in psychology from Moravian College in Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania, his master’s in counseling
psychology from Chestnut Hill College in
Philadelphia, and his M.Div. from Holy
Cross Seminary in Boston. He is licensed in
the state of Pennsylvania for counseling.

PSALM 100

A Psalm of Praise and Grateful Thanksgiving unto God

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.
Serve the Lord with gladness!
Come into His presence with singing!
Know that the Lord is God!
It is He that made us, we are His,
We are His people, the sheep of His pasture.
Enter His gates with thanksgiving,
And His courts with praise!
Give thanks to Him, Bless His Name!
For the Lord is good;
His steadfast love endures forever,
And His faithfulness to all generations!
As part of our parishes’ centennial celebrations, we encourage all parishioners
to incorporate Psalm 100 into their daily rule of prayer. This ancient text praised
God for all His manifold blessings and benevolent acts. Therefore, it makes
perfect sense that we, too, utilize this hymn in gratitude and thanksgiving
during our church’s 100th Anniversary “Year of Jubilation!”

Psalm100 Card.indd 1
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS
1 ..…………………. Ashley Martin
1 ….……….……… Mike Niezgoda
2 …..……………… Nicholas Lucak
2 …………………….… Cole Merrill
2 …………………..... Cindy Toncic
2 …………… Tammy Ubbelohde
3 …………………. Joseph Kormos
3 …………………. Kristen Kovalak
5 …………………………Tim Sylvain
7………………… Gregory Kormos
7…………………………. David Turk
9 ………………………. Sandy Molls
10 ………………….. John Mindala
11 ………………… Jackson Young
12 ……………………… Elena Boyd
12 …………………….. Connor Noll
13 ………………… Daniel Mehalik
14 ………………... Gabe Ropchok
14 …………….… Ann Strongosky
15 ………………………. Gail Fiktus
16 …………………… Natalie Tesar
17 ……………… Andrew Buswell
17 ………………… Richard Kogler
18 ………………. Noelle Hanchuk
18 ………………. Michael Herzak
18 ………………… Jeffrey Neilsen
18 …………..… Steve Strongosky
20 ………………….…… Erika Kirsh
21 ……….…… Matthew Kormos
21 …………….. Melanie Schmidt
23 …………….………. Anne Kallay
24 ……………..…… Greg Mindala
24 ………………. Nicholas Polcen
25 ………..….… Nicholas Gaydos
26 ……………….…… Mark Nestor
27 ……….…… George Farragher
27 …………………..… David Rigby
28 ……………..… Jeffrey Schlekie
30 …………….……… Elena Hornik
30 …………….. Stephen Mehalik

“…and the two shall become one flesh;
What therefore God has joined
together, let no man put asunder.”

April 29
Peter & Tammy Ubbelohde

April 25
Stephen & Lynsay Gaydos

April 23
Jeff & Natalie Boyd

April 17
Fr. John & Matuskha Janie Memorich

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES

John Gaborick
MaryAnn Gaydos
Robert Glosik
Luke Hanchuk
Timothy Hanchuk
Thomas Herberth
Daniel Hornik
Anne Kallay
Margaret Kormos

SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES
Jon Farragher..................(George & JoAnn Farragher’s son)
Nicholas Polcen ................................................(Parishioner)
Jacob Stankiewicz.........................(Donna Tesar’s neighbor)

Mark Nestor
Kathy Nestor
Kristina Polcen
Rick Polcen
Drew Ramsay
Candace Ropchock
Susan Schlekie
Christia Schutt
Pat Sima

George Strongosky
Elizabeth Sutyak
Monica Visocky
Cynthia Yurch
Jerome Yurch

NEWLY DEPARTED
Helen Ropchok
Joan Shirak

Joseph Kocab ....................(Cousin of the Tesar family)
Marianne Kormos ....................(Kathy Kovalak’s sister)
Mat. Myra Kovalak...........(Bob Kovalak’s sister-in-law)
John Kules.............................(Friend of Kathy Kovalak)
Annamarie Luvison...........(Child, Niece of Nadine Ellis)
Ryan Maichrye................. (Cousin of the Tesar family)
Philip Mackiewicz……………. (On behalf of Jackie Sipko)
John Memorich.................................... (Fr. John’s dad)
Rick Molodec .....................(Tesar & Wienclaw Cousin)
Jill Olecki ....................................(Sue Schlekie’s niece)
Mat. Theodora Ressetar .............(Former Parishioner)
Craig Richardson...........(Friend of Candace Ropchock)
Karen Harley Reynolds........ (Tesar & Wienclaw sister)
June Sabo......(Granddaughter of John & Jacque Sabo)
Joey Shaluha .............(Ed & Karen Visocky’s grandson)
Ayla Grace Slivka .......(Friend of Phil & Judi Wienclaw)
Debbie Smith...................................(Sue Rigby’s sister)
Gail Smith.............................(Sarah Mindala’s mother)
Gary Yacobian...............................(Sipko family friend)
Michael Yacobian .........................(Sipko family friend)

James Kormos
Annette Lapso
Mary Jane Lucak
Robert Lucak
Sandy Mehalik
Alex Meklus
Alexandria Mikulicz
Carol Milla
Martha Musil

SPECIAL INTENTIONS & PRAYERS
Metropolitan Herman………………..(Retired OCA Metropolitan)
Archbishop Paul………………………………..…(Diocesan Archbishop)
Archpriest Daniel Kovalak.................... (Bob Kovalak’s brother)
Archpriest Myron Manzuk ............................(Fr. John’s cousin)
Mat. Anna Andrew.........................................(Fr. John’s cousin)
Jamie Arrango .......................(Friend of many FOCA members)
Ella Baciak................................................(Donna Tesar’s friend)
Bruce Baughman......................................(Vivian Plaza’s father)
Cathy Basom................................................ (Friend of Fr. John)
Edward Betzer…………..…………………..(On behalf of Jackie Sipko)
Denise Bittner...........................(Mike & Pat Bittner’s daughter)
Justin Brazie............................ (Melissa & Becky Tesar’s friend)
Sue Brown ................................... (Friend of Joanna Farragher)
Vivian Cifranic...............................(Vivian Plaza’s grandmother)
Romaine Clevinger .........................(Patty Muzic’s sister-in-law)
William Cook.............................................(John Cook’s brother)
Michelle Zdinak Frampton.........................(friend of the parish)
Debbie Geletka .........................................(Former Parishioner)
Maria Horbath.......................................(Terri Baranich’s friend)
Geraldine Irvin.........................................(Donna Tesar’s friend)

PARISHIONERS
Christine Arkutik
Terri Baranich
Joan Benny
Sandy Bohurjak
Andrew Buswell
Marianne Buswell
Brett Deyling
Walter Dimitrijevs
Jane Fedohnk

WITH CHILD Dakota & Sarah (Rigby) Page

ST. JAMES PRAYER LIST
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25
Bright Monday
9:30am – Liturgy
12pm – Alcoholics
Anonymous Meeting

24

Great & Holy Pascha
12pm – Paschal Vespers

Bright Tuesday

26

Great & Holy Tuesday

19

18
Great & Holy Monday
12pm – Alcoholics
Anonymous Meeting
Time TBD – St. Herman
Meal Service &
Outreach

17

Palm Sunday
9am – Sunday School
& Between the Pews
10am – Festal Divine
Liturgy

12
St. Isaac of Syria
11am – 55+ Club

11
12pm – Alcoholics
Anonymous Meeting

13

Bright Wednesday

27

Great & Holy
Wednesday
7pm – Unction Service

20

9:30am – Molében for
Sick & Ailing
10:00 - Samaritans
6pm – Pre-Sanctified
Liturgy followed by
Lenten Meal – St.
Michael’s Book Club
AND Board of Trustees
Meeting

Bright Thursday

28

Great & Holy Thursday
9:30 – Vesperal Liturgy
7pm – Matins with
Passion Gospels

21

14

Bright Friday
Family Game Night in
Gym (Food, Fun, &
Fellowship)

29

Great & Holy Friday
3pm – Great Vespers &
the Placing of the
Shroud in the Tomb
7pm - Matins

22

7pm – Akathist

15

7pm – Akathist

10

7
St. Tikhon, Enlightener
of North America

St. Mary of Egypt
9am – Sunday School
& Between the Pews
10am – Divine Liturgy
5pm – Unction Service
at St. Nicholas in
Mogadore

6
St. Methodius
6pm – Pre-Sanctified
Liturgy followed by
Lenten Meal – 55+ Club

8

5
9am – Pierogi Making

1

4

Friday

12pm – Alcoholics
Anonymous Meeting
12pm – Pierogi Making

Thursday

3

Wednesday

St. John Climacus
9am – Sunday School
& Between the Pews
10am – Divine Liturgy
11:15am – 40 Day
Parastas for Helen
Ropchok

Tuesday

St. Mary of Egypt
6pm – Akathist
6:30 – Halos in Gym

Monday

2

Bright Saturday
Apostle James

30

Great & Holy Saturday
9:30 – Vesperal Liturgy
10:30pm – Nocturns,
Paschal Matins, &
Liturgy

23

Lazarus Saturday
9:30am – Divine Liturgy
3pm – First Confessions
Class
5pm – Vespers

16

5pm – (Monthly)
Parastas for All
Archangel Michael
Parishioners Who
Reposed in April

9

10am – Educational
Retreat
5pm – Vespers

Saturday

2022

Other Lenten Service
Live-Streaming TBD

Divine Liturgy is LiveStreamed on YouTube

Sunday

April

ARCHANGEL MICHAEL ORTHODOX CHURCH MONTHLY CALENDAR

☺ Parish Game Night ☺
Friday, April 29, 2022 – Bright Friday – fast free!

Woodside Gym (park behind Woodside) - Doors open at 6:00 pm
Come when you can and enjoy parish fellowship during a fun, casual evening of dinner,
interactive games and activities for all ages!

Complimentary dinner includes:

Games include:

•

Taco Bar

•

Family Feud

•

Pulled Pork Sliders

•

Team Trivia

•

Mac & Cheese plus more

•

•

Dessert

The Not-So-Newlywed Game with
our recent 50th anniversary couples

•

Beverages

•

Parishioner ID Game

•

Beer and wine available for a fee

•

Bingo

•

50/50 Raffle

•

Prizes

•

And more!

Children will enjoy a special area of games and activities

N

N

N

RSVP by Monday, April 25 to Natalie Boyd
at nboyd615@gmail.com or 440-463-6604 (call or text).
Please indicate first and last names of each person attending, ages of any children 12 and under,
and your phone number. Contact Natalie with any questions.
If you want to help during the evening, please indicate with your RSVP.
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2022 PASCHAL FLOWERS
As we decorate the Tomb of Christ and the church with flowers for
Pascha, please consider a donation in honor or memory of your loved
ones. Flowers will adorn the grave and then be placed around the altar
for Pascha – and your donation helps defray our costs.
All names will appear as submitted below in the bulletin on Pascha
DEADLINE TO SUBMIT NAMES/DONATIONS IS
SUNDAY, APRIL 17 – PALM SUNDAY

(We cannot guarantee names submitted after April 17 will be included in the bulletin)

Please complete this form and return it to the Church Office with your donation check/cash
made out to St. Michael’s Church and clearly marked as “Easter Flowers” in the check memo.
Orders can be returned in the Sunday Collection basket or mailed to the church office.
PLEASE PRINT
Name:

Envelope #:

Phone: (

)

Check #:

Email:

Donated By:
(How it will be listed in the Bulletin – i.e., The Memorich Family or Bob & Mary Jane Lucak)

In Honor Of

In Memory Of

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

ONLY THE INFORMATION LISTED ON THIS SHEET WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE BULLETIN ON SUNDAY, APRIL 24.
(Attach a separate sheet if necessary)
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HEADLINES AROUND THE OCA
FROM OCA.ORG

March 15, 2022
Holy Synod elects His Grace Bishop Alexis
as Bishop of Sitka and Alaska
March 16, 2022
His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon Awards
the St. Innocent Award to Honorable Alex M.
Azar II
March 17, 2022
Ukrainian Refugee Appeal Ends
March 23, 2022
Holy Synod meets for its Regular 2022
Spring Session

Shop at smile.amazon.com and search for “Archangel Michael
Orthodox Church” and .5% of your purchase will be donated
back to our parish!

CHURCH INFORMATION
Moving or have Contact Info Updates?
Please contact the church office to update
your address and or phone number by
emailing info@stmichaelscleveland.org
or calling 440.526.5192.
Candles / Prayers / Flowers
Contact the church office if you would like
order candles, flowers or have prayers in
church in honor or memory of your loved
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ones. Flowers are $65 for a bouquet, and
candles range from $3 to $30, depending
on what you would like. The church
office will purchase the flowers for you
and they will be delivered the Friday
before the requested service / date.
Vesperal Liturgies
All routine vesperal liturgies start at 5pm.

St. James Prayer List
Contact the church office to have a name
added to or removed from the St. James
Prayer list. The list is published each
month in the Archangel, and weekly
edits to the list are printed in the Weekly
Bulletin.

BUSINESS FEATURE 411

Business Name
Mindala Design

Parishioner Name

AMOC Business Connect

Showcasing our Parishioner-Owned Businesses

Mindala Design
Web Design & Development | Print Design | Logo & Branding | Event Photography

John Mindala II

Mindala Design is a creative agency that offers quality photography

Phone / Email

516.978.6407
John@mindaladesign.com

Website

www.Mindaladesign.com

To promote your Parishioner-Owned small business, please contact the church office at info@stmichaelscleveland.org. This opportunity is free of
charge and desinged to help bring awareness of your business to our own parishioners.

CHARITABLE BEQUESTS
Have you thought about what will happen to your
Church after you pass from this earth? Do you feel
you might want to provide some financial assistance,
but are not exactly sure what or how this might be
accomplished?
If you would like further information on how you can
provide future financial aid to our Church, please contact
Fr. John, your financial advisor, or your family attorney
on this matter.
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